
Key Word Definition Key People

Monarchy A system of government with a King or 
Queen at its head.

Cunning  
Women

A herbalist often believed to 
have magical powers.

Witch A women that has been given magic 
powers by the devil.

James I Matthew Hopkins Elizabeth 
Southerners

Elizabeth  
DeviceCatholic The oldest and largest branch of 

Christianity ruled over by the Pope in 
Rome.

Protestant The second largest branch of 
Christianity that became separate from 
the Catholic church in the 16th Century. 
They do not have the Pope as their 
leader.

Alizon Device James Device Jennet Device Roger Nowell
Plot A plan made in secret by a group of 

people to do something illegal or 
harmful.

Treason The crime of betraying ones country.

Civil War A war between citizens within the 
same country.

Anne Whittle Anne Redferne Guido Fawkes Charles I

Puritan English protestants who sought to simplify 
and regulate religion in England.

Parliament The group that represents the people in a 
country and help to make decisions on 
how the country is run.

Misogyny Prejudice against women. Charles II Oliver Cromwell James II Mary and
William

Kings
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Key Date Event

1534 Reformation and creation of Protestant England You might like to read…

• Chime by Fannie Billingsey (2011)
• The Year of the Witching by Alex Henderson (2020)
• Once and Future Witches by Alex E Harrow (2020)
• Trial by Fire series by Josephine Angelini (2014)
• Beyond the Burning Time by Kathryn Lasky (1994)
• The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 

(1958)
• Blood Like Magic by Liselle Sambury (2021)
• Spell Trouble: Sisters of Salem trilogy by Kristin Cast (2021)
• How to Hang a Witch by Adrienna Mather (2016)
• The Daylight Gate by Janette Winterson (2012)
• The Witchfinders Sister by Beth Underdown (2017)
• Horrible Histories: The Slimey Stuarts by Terry Deary (2007)
• Fawkes by Nadine Brandes (2018)
• Shakespeare Tales: Macbeth by Terry Deary (2016)

1542 Henry VIII passes the Witchcraft Act

1590 James VI of Scotland plays a key role in the Berwick Witch
Trials

1597 James VI of Scotland publishes his book Demonology

1603 James VI of Scotland becomes James I of England

1604 James I passes Witchcraft and Conjuration Act

1605 Gun Powder Plot against James I

1606 William Shakespeare writes Macbeth

1612 Pendle Witch Trials

1625 Charles I becomes King

1642-51 English Civil War

1644 Mathew Hopkins as Witchfinder General

Point Evidence Explain Link paragraph

Catholicism was / was not the biggest cause of the witch trials. 

The witch trials happened in…

This was when…

This was caused by Catholicism because… 
This led to…
This meant that…

Therefore, Catholicism was / was not the biggest cause of the 
witch trials because…
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