YEAR 9: EVIL AND SUFFERING

Nature V’s Nurture

The question is why are we the way we are? Are people born evil? Some people believe it is

Key Words nature — that human behavior is something to so without biology. Others argue that it is
how we are raised, our environment and upbringing.
Nature IThe view that believes that we are the way we are due to out .
biology or genetics Arguments for Nature: Humans have the same basic genes, makes sense that all humans
would behave in a way. Some people commit evil who have had wonderful childhoods —
Nurture The view that believes that we are the way we are based on our what else could explain this?
environment and upbringing
Arguments for Nurture: If it was nature, people from all over the world would act the
Evil The actions of things considered as wicked or wrong same? People not raised by people do not intrinsically act like humans. Other people who
Free Will The belief that humans are free to make their own choices and commit evil have had trauma in their early lives — shows impact of upbringing. If it was
decisions nature, then human behavior would not have changed over history — it has changed vastly.
The Problem of  [The fact that suffering exists can be a problem for believers in
evil God. They believe that God id all-loving, powerful, knowing and e s —
everywhere so why foes God allow evil and suffering? Most religious believers, particularly Christians believe that God is all- IF GOP EXISTS HE\S:
- : : - living, all-powerful, all knowing and everywhere. ‘ OMN(PeTENT muunscuz»17 MoNALLY PERFeCT
Forgiveness ITo pardon a wrongdoing, to give up the desire to seek revenge 4% % L
; 3
N m < — t =
Justice Fairness, when everyone is equal and has equal positions and 3 :
opportunities. This can pose a problem, why would a God so spectacular allow his - £
: - g - - creations to suffer: This problem is known as: The problem of evil. J R i g
Morality \Values that determines which actions are right or wrong AND CAN ST® AND KNoWS AND DESIRES
Sin IAn act against God, an immoral action breaking a religious or ALL EVIL How T® 9o T To END EVIL
moral law [ God is thought to be omni-benevolent, omnipotent and omniscient ] - e
v v v BuT QUL EX'STS, SO EITER Gop DEsN'T 6asT,
Suffering Pain or distress caused by injury, illness or loss. Can be physical, .G is i (" If God is omniscient \ (  If God is omnipotent OR HE S NoT ALL THREE of TdeSE.
emotional, psychological. benevolent he would he would know how he would be able to i
i o want to remove evil to remove evil and remove evil and
mni n A wer i i i ears .
Omnipotent powerfu and suffering L suf:le(rmg ) suffering A ‘ Is God willing to prevent evil,
Benevolent All loving [ Tharstore. bothiGad | o o, ¢ A1 LA , but not able?
—>ka”d avilannat exist)<_ » S [} = Then he is not omnipotent
( g : ‘ Is he able, but not willing?
Omniscient All knowing Evil and suffering , 3 . e : Then he is malevolent
ao exist ) e iy : r Is he both able and willing?
: — : = : s ¥ N NORATY - L V) Then whence cometh evil?
Satan/ Devil In Christianity and Judaism the supreme spirit of evil Therefore, God ; s , / - : B st
cannot exist ‘ BT 0 TN Is he neither able nor willing?
| aan , ) ’ - . ” ! |’ gy Then why call him God?

IEpicurus

The Golden Rule

God still has away of wringing

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL \§ L A good out of evil, History has
\ a ' proven time and time again that

SRt have them do unto you" ' will not: if he cahrot then he isnot | unmerited suffering is

Offering Salah (prayer)
fives times a day.
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Do unto others as you would

Either God cannot abolish evil or he

all-powerful, if he will not then he is

Matthew 7:12 | not at all good” redemptive,

Martin Luther King Jr.
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