UNIT 2 - Speaking
30% of the total AS mark - 35 minutes (including 20 minutes preparation time).

Part 1 - Discussion of a Stimulus Card (5 minutes)

Students will have 20 minutes supervised preparation time during which they should prepare
one of two cards given to them. The cards will be based on the four topics at AS level and
will cover one sub-topic, eg. a card on Television from the topic Media.

Part 2 - Conversation (10 minutes)

The conversation will cover 3 of the 4 AS topics. The first topic for discussion will be chosen
by the student and can be any topic of his/her choice. The remaining 2 topics for discussion
will be chosen by the examiner from the topics prescribed at AS level.

A2 LEVEL

All units are sat in June.

UNIT 3 - Listening, Reading and Writing
35% of the final A level mark - 2 hours 30 minutes.

Listening Section
Students listen to approximately 6 minutes of material which is in their individual control. This
section comprises 3-5 items requiring short target language or non-verbal responses.

Reading Section

This section comprises 2-4 items requiring short target language or non-verbal responses,
together with a task involving transfer of meaning from target language into English and a
task involving transfer of meaning from English into the target language.

Writing Section

Students respond with one piece of writing to one question from a choice of two, based on
each of the four A2 Cultural Topic areas, ie. eight questions will be set. The topic areas are;
Environment, The Multicultural Society, Contemporary Social Issues and a cultural topic
chosen by the teacher.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Normally at least Grade B at GCSE in German is required to start the course. The A Level
course cannot be started if the language has not been studied at GCSE Level.

To continue at A2 a grade C at AS would be recommended, but because the students’
language will be constantly improving, special consideration can be made if sufficient
commitment is exhibited.

NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t
necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form
as soon as possible.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS AND CAREERS

University students in all disciplines are now being encouraged to maintain or take up again
the study of a foreign language in order to enhance their career prospects. Very many
students of subjects as diverse as engineering, psychology and law are now taking advantage
of the EC-funded ERASMUS programme to study for a year at a university in another
European Community country. Clearly, the possession of an A Level in German will enable
students to take maximum advantage of all these opportunities open to them in Higher
education and beyond.

Students wishing to become primary school teachers are now also encouraged to have a
foreign language.



HISTORY

ADVANCED LEVEL HISTORY

Examining Board: OCR

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

The Twentieth Century has proved to be a period of very rapid, dramatic and dynamic change; we
study, analyse and evaluate this period of turmoil and development.

We address many fundamental questions in our studies and offer you the opportunity to study
British, European and American history in length, depth and breadth. History enables you to
develop invaluable expertise and skills as well as to interpret the world around you with insight and
informed reasoning. You will be encouraged to:

Explore the significance of events, individuals, ideas and societies.

Explore social, religious, military, economic, intellectual, cultural and political perspectives.
Understand the nature and uses of historical evidence.

Communicate effectively at a high level.

Make responsible judgements on issues of importance and questions of value.

Religion, Politics, Government, Economics, Philosophy, Art, “Culture”, individual and collective
action and motive — all are studied as a means to understanding the nature of the modern world.

If you are interested in the way people think and act and the consequences of such thoughts and
actions then you have a head start in this subject. History is a subject of enquiry and reflection, we
expect students to do both.

UNITS OF ASSESSMENT

AS LEVEL

Document Studies 1 hour 30 minutes

British History Period Study 1 hour 30 minutes

A2 LEVEL

Interpretations and Investigations Coursework

Themes in History 2 hours

Document Studies Dictatorship and Democracy in Germany 1933-1963
British History Period Studies Foreign and Imperial Policies 1945-1990
Historical Interpretations and Investigations Russian Revolution 1894 - 1924

Themes in History Civil Rights in the USA 1865 - 1992

Historical Interpretations and Investigations (Coursework)

1. One 2000 word essay based on historian's interpretations in context of the area of study.

2. One 2000 word essay based on their own investigation.

The module's aim is to assess different historical interpretations and to carry out an historical
investigation of their own choosing.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

A good solid base of GCSE subjects (minimum 5 passes at A*-C grades). It would be
advantageous (but not essential) to have taken History at GCSE, at grade B or above.




NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t
necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of History as
soon as possible.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2008

lan Hensher American Studies, UEA
Martha Michaud History, Bristol University
Ed Wright Modern History & Politics, London



ICT

ADVANCED LEVEL APPLIED ICT

Examining Board: Edexcel
Syllabus Number: 8751 and 9751

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

The AS GCE qualification provides an opportunity for learners to develop further as ICT end-
users. End-users are those who use ICT, typically desktop applications, on a daily basis in a
work role to enhance personal productivity, facilitate communication, enable collaborative
working etc. The skills acquired through study for the AS level in Applied ICT will support
further study in any subject area.

At A Level the course develops the student's capability in ICT over three modules. Two of
these are theory modules where students build upon the knowledge from AS level. The third
module is project based and allows students to use ICT creatively to develop a working
system through collaboration with an end user.

AS LEVEL

UNIT 1 - The Information Age

We are living in an age in which an enormous amount of information — television broadcasts,
text messages, photographs, news reports, emails, etc — is produced, communicated and
stored in digital format every day. In this unit students will learn about the information
communication technologies that enable people to access and exchange information and to
carry out transactions anytime, anywhere.

Following on from the method of assessment used on the DiDA course at KS4, Unit 1 is
assessed by means of an e-portfolio, developed by the student following a brief based around
an investigation into how the Internet affects areas such as education, e-commerce, and
entertainment. The Internet is a part of the life of many of our students, but what about those
in this country and abroad who do not have access to the Internet or even to a computer? The
so called ‘digital divide’ is another strand investigated for this unit.

UNIT 2 - The Digital Economy

Paperless transactions are hallmarks of the digital economy. In the global e-marketplace
transactional websites are the interface between e-enabled customers and organisations,
allowing them to do business with one another anytime, anywhere. The proliferation of
internet-enabled computers in the home and the use of credit cards to pay for goods are
major factors in its evolution.

This unit is again assessed by means of an e-portfolio. Students use this to document their
investigation into a ‘transactional website’ — a web site through which customers can
purchase goods online. They consider the aesthetic and functional design of the web site as
well as the processes employed by the company to gather data on the buyer’s identity and
their purchase.

UNIT 3 - The Knowledge Worker

We all encounter situations where we have to weigh up alternatives and make decisions. For
example, if you organise a school disco, you need to work out how much you should charge
for tickets — enough to cover the cost of the event, but not so much that it puts people off
coming. When choosing a university or college, you need to take factors such as fees,
travelling costs and accommodation into account as well as the courses that are available and
the entrance requirements. You may have a personal preference for a particular course, but
other factors may lead you choose another.




This unit is assessed through an externally set examination. Working under supervision,
students will be required to make and justify a decision based on what they know about a
given scenario and what they are able to deduce from the information provided. To help them
reach a decision they will be given a number of e-resources, including a spreadsheet model
that partially represents the given situation.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS FOR AS LEVEL

A minimum requirement of a Pass at Level 2 of DiDA Unit 1 or OCR Nationals Level 2

A2 LEVEL APPLIED ICT

UNIT 7 - Using Database software
This is an externally assessed unit tested by a practical examination.

In Unit 2 students use database software to organise and interrogate structured information
and produce reports. They see how large organisations rely on databases to manage their
information and provide them with fast and flexible access to it. They look at examples of
transactional websites which use databases to store product, customer and sales information
and learn at first hand how database queries can be used to analyse information and identify
trends. In this unit you will develop the knowledge of, and skills in using databases further.
Students will learn the principles of data modelling and sound database design, and will use
relational database software to build working database systems capable of storing large
quantities of data and of handling both routine and one-off requests for information.

In all likelihood, people other than the creator will want to use some — if not all — of the
databases created. With this in mind, students will design and implement user interfaces that
make it easier for people to enter data and extract information, whilst ensuring the overall
security and integrity of the database.

Students will make full use of the facilities of the software to produce reports that are well
presented, easy-to-read and fit for purpose. The work for this unit will culminate in the design,
development and testing of a database for a specific purpose.

UNITS 8 and 10 - Multimedia Project
Everything is created to be communicated! Advances in digital technology have transformed
the way we live and learn and, in particular, how we communicate.

One of the major areas of development is digital multimedia which combines two or more
media types such as text, graphics and video, and allows us to present information in ways
that have a major impact on the audience. Multimedia is widely used throughout the world in
business, education, industry and leisure.

Work for this unit will culminate in the design, development and testing of an interactive
multimedia product for a specified target audience.

While working on Unit 10 students will use established project managements methods used in
the ICT industry. The application of these methods to the multimedia project and the
efficiency with which they manage the project is assessed in Unit 8, project management.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

To continue to A Level, a pass at AS level ICT grade D or above is required.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2008

Elliot Beazer Computer Science, Plymouth University



JAPANESE

ADVANCED LEVEL JAPANESE

Examining Board: Edexcel
Syllabus Number: 8624/9624

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

Main Aims:

To enable students to develop a high level of comprehension, and a high level of written
accuracy, together with translation skills. Students will be able to translate authentic Japanese
texts into English and vice versa.

Students will be able to recognise and produce 600 kanji characters (including 200 mastered
at GCSE).

Students will discover more about the contemporary culture and society of Japan.

Students will develop the ability to write in depth about a number of interesting topics, such as
Japanese history, health, relationships, leisure, the world of work, the environment, social
problems, the media and education.

Students have the opportunity to study a number of traditional Japanese folk tales.

The nature of the work:

The work in the Lower Sixth is mainly topic-based. Articles are read and studied, new
vocabulary, kanji characters and grammar are noted and practised and translation work is
done (both from Japanese to English and from English to Japanese). The new language
acquired is practised in written essays and reading comprehension exercises.

The units of study are graded in complexity of theme and language, starting at the beginning
of the course with topics that will be familiar to students from GCSE, such as family life and
holidays/tourism, leading in the Upper Sixth to more complex topics such as energy resources
and pollution.

One of the main differences with GCSE work is that this advanced course only assesses
students’ reading and writing abilities. At GCSE the language learnt is mainly descriptive and
narrative, whereas in the Sixth Form students learn to give and justify opinions. Grammar is
also studied in depth in separate lessons and follows a clear revision and extension
programme.

UNITS OF ASSESSMENT

AS LEVEL - Paper Length 2 hours 45 minutes sat in May/June, 100% AS mark, 50% A Level
mark)

UNIT 1 - Understanding and Written Response in Japanese.
Section 1 39%

Students will be required to read authentic printed Japanese material and to retrieve and
convey information by responding to a range of mainly target-language questions.




Section 2 Translation 10%

Students will be assessed for their ability to transfer meaning from Japanese into English.
They will be required to read and understand a passage in the target language and produce a
written translation in English.

Section 3 Essay 51%

Students will be required to write about 350 - 400 characters in Japanese, based on a short
Japanese article.

A LEVEL - Paper Length 3 hours
UNIT 2 - Understanding, Written Response and Research in Japanese
Section 1 Reading 17.5%

Students will be required to read a piece of authentic Japanese material and to retrieve and
convey information via questions and answers in Japanese.

Section 2 Translation 12.5%
Students will be required to translate a related passage from English into Japanese.
Section 3 Essays on chosen topic(s) and/or text(s) 70%

Students will be required to answer two questions in Japanese based on the topics and texts
they have studied (approximately 300 characters).

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Normally at least Grade B at GCSE Japanese is required to start the course. The A Level
course cannot be started if the language has not been studied at GCSE Level. A minimum
grade D at AS is required to follow the course at A2.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS AND CAREERS

University students in all disciplines are now being encouraged to maintain or take up again
the study of a foreign language in order to enhance their career prospects. Very many
students of subjects as diverse as engineering and psychology are now taking advantage of
the EC-funded ERASMUS programme to study for a year at a university in another European
Community country. Clearly, the possession of an A Level in German will enable students to
take maximum advantage of all these opportunities open to them in Higher education and
beyond.

Students wishing to become primary school teachers are now also encouraged to have a
foreign language.



MATHEMATICS

ADVANCED LEVEL MATHEMATICS

Examining Board: OCR

The aim of the A Level course is to provide a balanced and integrated study of Advanced
Mathematics and to master some techniques necessary for ‘problem solving’.

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

Traditionally, Mathematics has been divided into two main categories — Pure Mathematics
and Applied Mathematics. Pure Mathematics is so called as it was traditionally thought of as
a ‘purely’ abstract study; it covers work in Algebra, Calculus, Geometry, Trigonometry,
Number Theory, etc, but nowadays a good deal of this is needed for a wide range of
applications, particularly in Sciences. The Applied Mathematics is in two modules — one
Mechanics and one Statistics. The Mechanics studied is exclusively Particle Dynamics,
including the concepts of Force, Momentum and various types of Motion. The Statistics is
mainly concerned with the uses (and abuses) to which statistics can be put in everyday life in
commerce and the Physical and Social Sciences.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

In Year 12, students take three modules: C1 and C2 (core pure mathematics) and statistics.
Successful completion of these three modules will obtain an AS Level in Mathematics. In
Year 13, students will take C3 and C4 and mechanics to complete A Level Mathematics. If
necessary, students can re-sit modules, but are then required to pay the examination fee.

Experience over past years indicates that students cope with the demands of the course if
they have achieved at least an A at Higher Level GCSE. Students who have gained a B will
be considered but will find it a challenging task.

COMBINATIONS

Combinations that go well with Mathematics are all Sciences and Humanities. Many linguists
choose to combine a language with Mathematics.

AS FURTHER MATHEMATICS

This is a one year course available in Year 12 or 13 depending on student numbers. Three
extra modules are covered. There is a compulsory Further Pure Mathematics module and
two other modules are chosen from Discrete Mathematics or Mechanics.

GCSE MATHEMATICS ONE YEAR COURSE

Examining Board: Edexcel (Option A)
Syllabus Number: 1387

The course is available for any candidate willing to work hard to achieve a reasonable
standard in Mathematics. marked by the teacher and externally moderated, though previous
coursework may be carried forward.




In November or June students will sit two examination papers, each lasting 2 hours. Each
paper is worth 40% of the final grade, and calculators may not be used on Paper 1.
Alternatively, Beaminster School pupils who have taken the AQA modular course and
achieved a grade D should resit module 5 in November.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS YEAR 13
5 passes A-C at GCSE, and at least a grade D at AS overall for A2.
NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t

necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form
as soon as possible.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2008

Matthew Childs Mechanical Engineering, University College London

Lucy Eaves Real Estate Management

Andrew Farmer Gap Year then reading Civil Engineering, Warwick University
Ashley Frampton Engineering, Exeter University

Joseph Horne Medicine, Bristol University

Kamran Kaveh Physics, University of London

Ryan Mitchell Biomedical Sciences, Imperial College London

Ed Smith Astrophysics, Southampton University

Oliver Tweed Natural Sciences, Cambridge University



MEDIA STUDIES

ADVANCED LEVEL MEDIA STUDIES

Examining Board: WJEC

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

The AS and A level Media Studies course is designed to allow students to draw on their
existing experience of the media and to develop their abilities to respond critically.

Media Studies is highly compatible with most subjects in the post-16 curriculum, focusing as it
does on the skills of research and analysis. It provides a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile
course of study for sixth formers whether or not they intend to progress to further study.

It builds on candidates’ informal learning, prior experience of media in key stages 1 to 3 and
the knowledge, understanding and skills established at key stage 4, in whatever curricular
context.

It enables students to explore a wide variety of media including digital media technologies,
drawing on fundamental concepts informing the study of the media; texts, industry and
audience. There is an opportunity to look at the role media plays in the modern world, how
media texts are constructed, how narratives are structured through words, sounds and
imagery, and how prejudices can be subtly reinforced by media representation. There is also
a practical element.

It also encourages creative work to enable students to gain a greater appreciation of the
media through their own production work and to develop their own production skills. At A2 in
particular students are given the opportunity to research a topic which will then form the basis
for their production, thus encouraging them to create productions informed by an awareness
of contemporary media issues.

This course provides a suitable foundation for the study of Media Studies through a range of
higher education degree courses; progression to the next level of applied qualifications (e.g.
some degree and HND courses); or direct entry to employment.

The four part structure of the specification allows staged end of course assessment so that
students can defer decisions about progression for AS to the full A level qualification.

The course mixed theory, practice and experience of the world of working in the media, the
aim being to produce skilled and employable students.

AS LEVEL

Candidates study modern media representations and responses, together with media
production processes (producing one piece of their own). This will involve the study of media
texts from a variety of genre.

A2 LEVEL

Candidates investigate media texts, researching a topic which will become a basis for their
production. They also explore the relationship between media texts, their audiences and the
industries which produce and distribute them.




ASSESSMENT

The A level specification consists of two parts: Part 1 (AS) and part 2 (A2). Part 1 (AS) may
be taken separately and added to A2 at a further examination sitting to achieve an A level

qualification.

Candidates must complete the AS units outlined below plus a further two units to complete A

level Media studies. The A2 units will contribute 50% to the total A level marks.

UNITS OF ASSESSMENT

Unit Level Name Mode of Duration Weighting

Assessmen within

t

AS A2

MS1 AS Media representations Written 2 hr 30 min 50% | 25%
1291 and responses Examination
01
MS2 AS Media Production Internally 3 linked pieces of 50% | 25%
1292 Processes assessed, work
01 externally

moderated
MS3 A2 Media Investigation and | Internal Investigation, 50% | 25%
1293 research Assessment | production and
01 evaluation
MS4 A2 Media — text, industry Written 2 hr 30 min 50% | 25%
1294 and audience paper
01

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Students wishing to study Media must have achieved the basic 6" Form requirements of 5
GCSE grade Cs or above. They must also achieve B grades in English and English
Literature. Any student wishing to find out more about the subject and course are encouraged
to view the course outline on the WJEC website at www.wjec.co.uk/media.html

A2 entry requirement is at least an E grade at AS level.

NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t
necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form
as soon as possible.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2008

Guy Bennett
Natalie Gale
Mel Oliver

Stacey Watts

Film at Southampton Solent University

Music & Live Events Management at Bucks New University
Photography at BPC

Employment - Cabin Crew with Ryan Air



http://www.wjec.co.uk/media.html

MUSIC PERFORMANCE

ADVANCED LEVEL MUSIC PERFORMANCE

Examining Board: Edexcel as part of the new GCE in Performing Arts
TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

This very exciting course consists of six units:

AS LEVEL ADVANCED LEVEL

Unit 1: Exploring Skills for Performance Unit 4: Employment Opportunities in Music
Unit 2: Planning for an Event Unit 5: Advanced Performance Practice
Unit 3: Performing to a Commission Unit 6: Production Delivery

This new GCE in Music Performance gives students an understanding of all aspects of music
as a Performing Art and combines it with the opportunity to specialise in the practical skill of
performance.

While developing their own skills, students will simultaneously gain insights into the nature of
the Music Industry. Current employment opportunities, constraints and the issues facing
professionals working within the industry are all reflected in the course. The qualification
encourages talent by offering a genuinely practical approach. There are no written exams,
and assessment is solely through portfolio and performance which are internally assessed
and externally moderated.

The vocational emphasis of this qualification encourages students to apply working methods
used by professional — as individuals, in teams and with clients, commissioners and
audiences.

Students will enjoy this course if they wish to develop:
e Performance skills on a chosen instrument
¢ Anunderstanding of music’s place within the Performing Arts Industry
¢ Organisational and leadership skills

An ability to read and write music is not required. The focus of this course is on creativity
and skills development.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

An ability to perform on a musical instrument or voice. Music GCSE is preferred but not
essential.

NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t
necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form
as soon as possible.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS AND CAREERS

The GCE in Music Performance qualifies for UCAS points and is a nationally recognised A
level qualification. Students could move on to study for a degree or a BTE Higher National
Diploma in Performing Arts. They could also go straight on to relevant employment.




PHYSICAL EDUCATION

ADVANCED LEVEL SPORT AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Examining Board: AQA

AS LEVEL

UNIT 1 - PHED1
Opportunities for and the effects of leading a healthy and active lifestyle
60% of AS assessed in a 2 hour written examination

This unit requires candidates to develop an understanding of the physiological, psychological and
socio cultural factors which separately and together affect Sport and Physical Education - the human
movements and social, cultural and historical factors that underpin and influence performance and
participation in physical activity.

Key areas include:

s Applied Exercise Physiology
= Skill Acquisition
= Opportunities for participation

UNIT 2 - PHED 2
Analysis and evaluation of physical activity as a performer and/or in an adopted role
40% of AS assessed through internal assessment with external moderation.

Candidates perform, analyse and evaluate the execution of core skills/techniques in isolation and in
structured practice as either a player/performer or in an adopted role or two adopted roles.

A2 LEVEL

UNIT 3 - PHED3
Optimising performance and evaluating contemporary issues within sport
30% of A Level assessed in a 2 hour written examination

In this unit candidates move from looking at the general principles behind the development of
efficient, effective and quality performance in selected areas, to applying them more
specifically to ensure the highest quality performance possible.

Key areas include:

= Energy systems
= Psychological aspects that optimise performance
= Evaluating contemporary issues

UNIT4 - PHED4
Optimising practical performance in a competitive situation
20% of A Level assessed through internal assessment with external moderation.

Candidates perform, analyse and evaluate their own performance, identify weaknesses and
suggest causes and appropriate corrective measures.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

A minimum of five GCSEs, including science at grade C or above and PE at grade B or above.
Students who have studied BTEC PE and have gained a Merit can access the A Level PE course..
Minimum grade E at AS level is a requirement to continue at A2.







PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS

AS AND ADVANCED LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Examining Board: OCR

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

Religious studies consistently attracts a large number of students who are interested in a
dynamic, academic subject. The course is made up of four modules:

AS (Unit G571) Philosophy

Looks at the impact on the modern world of the great Classical Greek philosophers such as
Plato and Aristotle, as well as Judaeo-Christian philosophical concepts. The unit then goes on
to explore traditional arguments for and against the existence of God from people like
Anselm, Immanuel Kant, David Hume, Thomas Aquinas and Karl Marx

A2 (Unit G581) Philosophy

Looks at beliefs surrounding death and the body and soul in the thinking of Plato, John Hick
and Richard Dawkins. It then challenges students to explore religious experience both
corporate and individual and how God reveals himself to believers. Claims about miracles are
critically examined and the unit then explores the problems of using language to describe
God.

AS (Unit 572) Ethics

Looks at different concepts of right and wrong focussing on ethical theories such as Natural
Law and Utilitarianism These theories are then applied to ethical issues such as abortion,
genetic engineering and war and peace

A2 (Unit 582) Ethics

Do we have free will or are we robots? How does religious faith affect our behaviour when
faced with issues such as environmental ethics, sex. What is the nature and role of the
conscience?

ASSESSMENT PATTERN

o Part of the course may be covered by an extended essay. This is not coursework but a
way of assessing progress and understanding.

¢ Modules by examination may be repeated if you are not happy with your grade. Results
are published as you go along, so you are in a clear position to see what your final grade
is likely to be

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

If you are interested in this course you will need five GCSE grades C or above, including a C
in English. Please see Miss Purse at Colfox, or Mr Barnes at Beaminster.

A prior GCSE will be of help to candidates in some parts of the course, but it is by no means a
necessary requirement: a lively interest in ideas and problems is the best starting point. The
course should provide a valuable AS or A Level for anyone proceeding to further education,




either in the Arts or in the Sciences and builds on the content of GCSE RS or PRSE. It is
particularly suited to students interested in considering contemporary moral issues and
exploring philosophical concepts.

NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t
necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form
as soon as possible.

This course is a recognised academic entry qualification to Universities and Further Education

Colleges — it can be used for almost any course but is very useful for careers in: Law,
Journalism, Broadcasting, Civil Service, Social Work, Nursing and Teaching.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2008

Kim Bushaway History, Southampton University
Katie Churchouse Law, Exeter University

Zoe Duke Art Foundation Course

Martha Michaud History, Bristol University

Oliver Tweed Social Science, Cambridge University



PHOTOGRAPHY

ADVANCED LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY

Examining Board: OCR

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

On this course students will study the theory and practice of photography including camera
techniques, studio practice, darkroom practice, digital photography and presentation.
Students will learn about the development of photography as a means of visual expression
and communication, as well as the principles, aesthetics and role and history of photography.
Students will be encouraged to develop creative approaches to their work.

LENS AND LIGHT-BASED MEDIA

“To seek an expressive and/or interpretative artistic response to the visual world, which is
produced with the aid of lens-based media and may be manipulated by digital technology.”

LENS BASED IMAGERY

The use of still image Photography through a lens-based approach. This approach
emphasises the selection of production shots, whether using tradition or digital approaches;
manipulation of these shots may occur at a later stage.

Students are expected to use a range of methods, techniques and processes such as:

« traditional chemical technology, printing and developing films;

« digital technology to print photographic images;

« the use of camera equipment (both traditional and digital), format and lenses;

« traditional and experimental chemical darkroom processes;

« lighting and exposure techniques;

« alternative chemical print processes, for example, liquid emulsions, toning and the use of
various types of paper.

DIGITAL IMAGERY

The production of still images by relevant digital techniques. This approach emphasis the
manipulation and presentation of imagery within a computer. Candidates are expected to use
a range of methods, techniques and processes such as:

» making use of editing software to crop, resize, sharpen or alter colour and/or tonal balance;

« exploring and understanding the range of options offered by digital cameras, in such areas
as white balance, flash control, colour saturation and digital filters;

* using dodging and burning techniques, building up compositions using layering approaches
and combining text with images;

« combining digital imagery with painting tools or creating digital joiners and panoramas.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment is by means of planned assignments, production of a coursework portfolio and a
practical examination, and will include research, practical photography and written analysis.
The assessment criteria (published by OCR) will be issued to students with every coursework
project set. Students will receive written feedback on progress for each submitted piece of
coursework, along with regular verbal feedback throughout the course. The weightings for
each unit are outlined in the following table.




Unit Level Name Mode of Duration Weighting
Assessment AS Advanced
GCE

F413 AS Coursework Coursework 60% %
Portfolio

F423 AS Controlled Practical 5 hours 40% %
Assignment Examination

F433 A2 Personal Coursework 30%
Investigation

F443 A2 Controlled Practical 15 hours 20%
Assignment Examination

PROGRESSION

Students may progress to a foundation photography course, or with suitable A-level grades,
entry on to an HND or degree level course in photography or related subjects. Others may
choose to seek employment.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Students wishing to study photography at AS/A level must have achieved the minimum 6"
form requirements of 5 GCSE grade Cs or above. You do not need to have studied
photography before in order to undertake the AS/A2. It is important to note that the number of
places available is restricted.

NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t
necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form
as soon as possible.

Any students wishing to find out more about the subject and course are encouraged to attend
the 6" form options evening and/or contact the subject leader, and to view the course outline
on the OCR website at http:/www.ocr.org.uk

STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2008

Charlotte Bunford
Emma Dixon
Katherine Lilley
Melanie Oliver
Vicky Parker
Anna Skeels

Zoe Skeels
Emma Webster

Film Studies, Bath Spa University

Art Foundation Course

Art Foundation Course

Photography, Bournemouth Arts Institute
Photography, Plymouth University

Art Foundation Course, Bristol School of Art
Art Foundation Course, Bristol School of Art
Press Photography, Falmouth University



PHYSICS

ADVANCED LEVEL PHYSICS

Examining Board: OCR
Syllabus Number: AS H158, A2 H558

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

The study of Physics in the Sixth Form should be seen as making a contribution to lifelong
learning and an understanding of technological advances and their impact on modern day
society. The one year AS Level course in Physics covers the traditional areas of mechanics,
electricity and waves. It is largely knowledge based and is an opportunity for students to
broaden their curriculum. Those students continuing for a further year to study the full A
Level will find that the emphasis changes to the modern applications of Physics. Such a
course will prepare candidates to progress into Further or Higher Education. Both levels of
study include assessed practical work.

ASSESSMENT

The modular scheme allows assessments to be carried out during the course by means of
regularly spaced module tests. The modules studied are:

AS G481 Mechanics

AS G482 Electrons, Waves and Photons

AS G483 Practical Skills in Physics 1

A2 G484 Newtonian World

A2 G485 Fields, Particles & Frontiers of Physics
A2 G486 Practical Skills in Physics 2

Module tests may be retaken if a candidate is thought to have under achieved, with the best
mark always being carried forward.

COMBINATIONS OF A LEVELS

It is generally recognised that Physics and Maths is a particularly strong combination, opening
doors to a great number of Further Education and employment opportunities, including many
which are non-science based (e.g. Accounting). Physics also complements studies in the
other A Level Sciences. It is useful to students who are studying Technology and who wish to
specialise in Engineering.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Students need to combine sound mathematical and experimental skills with the ability to
grasp new concepts. It is for this reason that students without A or B grades for both Maths
and core and additional science will have difficulty coping with the demands of the course.

DESTINATIONS AND CAREERS

Physics is important, not only as a subject in its own right, but also as an essential element in
all other natural sciences, engineering and technology. Physics is a key science in many
modern industries, such as those found within the rapidly expanding communications and
information technology sectors. Physicists are, however, equally valued for the contribution
they can make to education, administration, business and commerce.




STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2008

Matthew Childs Mechanical Engineering, University College London

Andrew Farmer Gap year in Africa, then Civil Engineering at Warwick University
Ashley Frampton Engineering, Exeter University

Kamran Kaveh Physics, University of London

Ed Smith Astrophysics, Southampton University

Oliver Tweed Natural Science, Cambridge University



PSYCHOLOGY

ADVANCED LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY

Examining Board: AQA
Syllabus Number: 1181, 2181

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

This course is designed to develop students’ basic understanding of the breadth of different
approaches in Psychology. Through the study of psychological theories, concepts and
research, students will develop an understanding of the principles and perspectives governing
the subject. Students will develop the ability to identify ethical issues, apply psychology to
cultural, social and contemporary issues and to apply an understanding of a range of
research methods used to investigate psychological issues.

In AS the subject content is divided into six core areas intended to give students a broad base
of understanding of Psychology.

In A2 there is the opportunity for students to further develop their knowledge and
understanding of some of the core areas as well as their evaluative and analytic skills.

During the course students will study a range of Psychological Theories exploring the
workings of the mind and behaviour. Specific subject areas include:

AS A2
Social Psychology Biological Rhythms and Sleep
Biological Psychology Aggression
Cognitive Psychology Gender
Developmental Psychology Psychopathology
Abnormal Psychology Psychology in Action
Research Methods Research Methods Il
ASSESSMENT
AS Examination at the end of Year 1

Modular Examination AS Units 1, 2
A2 Examination at the end of Year 2

Units 3 & 4 at the end of the year (May/June)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade C including Maths, English and Science.

NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t
necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form
as soon as possible.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS

Katie Churchouse Law, Exeter University

Christy Cornish Hospitality, Exeter University

Thomas Hensher American Studies, Anglia University
Natalie Moxom Nursing, Southampton University
Kayleigh Roots Photography, Bournemouth Arts Institute

Emily Smith Primary Teaching, Winchester University




SOCIOLOGY

ADVANCED LEVEL SOCIOLOGY

Examining Board: AQA
Syllabus Number: 6190

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

This course is designed to encourage students to question how society operates, the issues of
culture and identity, the nature of power and social differences. Factors such as class, age,
ethnicity and gender are discussed throughout the course. There is a focus on methodology and
approaching research.

The emphasis of the course is on interpreting sociological theories and debates, and applying
them in analysing and evaluating issues related to the topic. For example ‘Is the institution of the
family declining in society?’ ‘What are the factors affecting achievement in Education?’

To be successful in this course extensive personal reading and independent study are essential.
Each student is given the basic text and can borrow other texts for short periods of time. It is
important to be aware of current affairs and debates, so reading broadsheet newspapers,
watching documentaries and reading Sociology Review (a magazine available from the
department) have proved invaluable.

Progress will be monitored through essays and related work. Final assessment is, at AS Level, a
final exam in two modules: Family and Households, and Education and Sociological Methodology
and at A Level two modular exams: Crime and Deviance, and Power and Politics.

ASSESSMENT

AS Mock Exam — first week after Easter Final Exam — June

A2 Mock Exam — early December AS retake — January
Mock Exam — first week after Easter Final Exam — June

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

AS level: five GCSE grade Cs, including a humanities subject, and a determination to study and
read widely; A2 requires grade E at AS. Sociology is an acceptable qualification for a very wide
range of courses. Students have gone to university on a variety of courses such as Law
(Cambridge), Accountancy, Management, Social Anthropology and QTS, and on vocational
courses.

COMBINATIONS OF A LEVELS

Sociology works very well with Geography, History, Business Studies, French and German, the
Sciences, English Language, Literature, Theatre Studies, Art and Sports Studies. As Sociology is
a subject looking at people, their behaviour, moral and political issues, it works well in any sphere
of study and broadens the outlook of students.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS

Katie Churchouse Law, Exeter University
Christy Cornish Hospitality, Bournemouth University
Natalie Moxom Nursing Degree, Southampton University

Jade Rendell Geography, University of Glamorgan



SPANISH

ADVANCED LEVEL SPANISH

Examining Board: AQA

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

Main aims:

e To enable students to use the spoken language fluently and correctly, to develop a high level
of comprehension and a high level of written accuracy, together with acquisition of knowledge
about the contemporary culture and society of Spain and other Spanish speaking countries or
communities.

e Students develop the ability to discuss and write in depth about a number of interesting
topics, such as health, leisure, relationships and environment, the world of work, social
problems, the media and education. It is therefore essential that students are aware of
current affairs and read a wide range of material in the foreign language.

e Students with an interest in literature are given the opportunity to read a number of modern
Spanish plays and novels, although literature is not a compulsory element of the examination.
Some students however, choose this option for their written coursework or presentations

The nature of the work:

e Articles are read and studied, new vocabulary and grammar noted and practised, taped
conversations or news items are listened to, sometimes translation work is done and the new
language acquired is practised in debates, conversation and in written essays/articles.
Spanish is used almost exclusively in the lessons and considerable use is made of group
discussion, pair work and role play techniques.

e The units of study are graded in complexity of theme and language, starting at the beginning
of the course with topics that will be familiar to students from GCSE, such as family life and
holidays/tourism, and leading to more complex topics such as the third world, energy
resources and pollution. One of the main differences with GCSE work is that whereas at
GCSE the language learnt was mainly descriptive and narrative, in the 6" Form students
learn to give and justify opinions, to debate and argue causes and concerns.

e Grammar is also studied in depth and follows a clear revision and extension programme. All
students are given the opportunity to work with native Spanish speakers.

e A variety of resources are used, including text books, magazine articles, short stories,
cassettes, video, satellite television and CD Roms.

Study visit to Spain:
e Students will hopefully be given the opportunity to further develop their Spanish through
participation on a study visit/exchange to Spain as part of a lingua project to Valencia.

ASSESSMENT
AS LEVEL All units are sat in June.

UNIT 1 - Listening, Reading and Writing.
70% of the total AS marks - 2 hours

Listening Section

Students listen to approximately 5 minutes of material which is in their individual control. This
section comprises a task involving transfer of meaning into English and 2 - 4 items requiring short
target language or non-verbal responses.

Reading Section

This section comprises 3-4 items requiring short target-language or non-verbal responses,
together with a close (gap-filling) test. The close test comprises ten discrete sentences not based
on any of the stimulus texts; in each case students will be required to manipulate a given
noun/verb/adjective.

Writing Section
Students respond to one question from a choice of three. There will be one question on three of
the four AS topic areas; Media, Popular Culture' Healthy Living/Lifestyle, Family/Relationships.



UNIT 2 - Speaking
30% of the total AS mark - 35 minutes (including 20 minutes preparation time).

Part 1 - Discussion of a Stimulus Card (5 minutes)

Students will have 20 minutes supervised preparation time during which they should prepare one
of two cards given to them. The cards will be based on the four topics at AS level and will cover
one sub-topic, eg. a card on Television from the topic Media.

Part 2 - Conversation (10 minutes)

The conversation will cover 3 of the 4 AS topics. The first topic for discussion will be chosen by
the student and can be any topic of his/her choice. The remaining 2 topics for discussion will be
chosen by the examiner from the topics prescribed at AS level.

A2 LEVEL AIl units are sat in June.

UNIT 3 - Listening, Reading and Writing
35% of the final A level mark - 2 hours 30 minutes.

Listening Section
Students listen to approximately 6 minutes of material which is in their individual control. This
section comprises 3-5 items requiring short target language or non-verbal responses.

Reading Section

This section comprises 2-4 items requiring short target language or non-verbal responses,
together with a task involving transfer of meaning from target language into English and a task
involving transfer of meaning from English into the target language.

Writing Section

Students respond with one piece of writing to one question from a choice of two, based on each of
the four A2 Cultural Topic areas, ie. eight questions will be set. The topic areas are;
Environment, The Multicultural Society, Contemporary Social Issues and a cultural topic chosen
by the teacher.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Normally at least a a grade B in Spanish at GCSE is required to start the course. To continue at
A2, a grade C at AS would be recommended but because the student's language will be
constantly improving, special consideration can be made if sufficient commitment is exhibited.

NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t
necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form as
soon as possible.

COMBINATIONS OF A LEVELS

A foreign language enhances and complements the study of any and every subject combination.
Examples: Spanish, German and English (for linguists), French, Art and History (for those
interested in History of Art at Higher Education level), Spanish, Maths and History or Sociology
(for International Law), Spanish, Business Studies and Sociology or Geography (for business-
orientated students, or those interested in international relations). A modern foreign language with
law is a particularly sought after combination for entry into the legal profession.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS AND CAREERS

University students in all disciplines are now being encouraged to maintain or take up again the
study of a foreign language in order to enhance their career prospects. Very many students of
subjects as diverse as engineering and psychology are now taking advantage of the EC-funded
ERASMUS programme to study for a year at a university in another European Community
country. A foreign language is particularly useful for careers in Business, International Law,
Industry, Tourism, the Armed Forces and the Civil Service.



TEXTILES

ADVANCED LEVEL ART: TEXTILES

Examining Board: OCR
Syllabus Number: 3804/7804

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

Students will develop the skills to create visual and tactile meaning through Art Textiles as
well as a working knowledge of materials and techniques. They will develop their work in an
imaginative and creative way to produce interesting and textural outcomes. Students will also
develop a specialist vocabulary and knowledge and understanding of artists, textile artists,
designers and craftsmen.

During the course students will have the opportunity to explore:

e Surface pattern decoration and fabric manipulation.

e Printed and dyed techniques such as block printing, direct screen printing, hand cut
stencil printing, batik

e Constructed techniques such as knitting, weaving, felt making, embroidery, hand or
machine appliqué

e Fashion using a range of processes, garment construction, accessories and body
adornment

Students should have an interest in creating and manipulating materials and in understanding
the work of textile artists and designers.

The full A Level course consists of four units of work. Students taking AS Level will be
assessed after the first three.

AS LEVEL

UNIT 1
Coursework Portfolio

Internally set and marked. Externally moderated.
60% of AS mark, 30% of A Level mark.

UNIT 2
Externally-set Controlled Assignment

Internally marked, externally moderated
40% of AS mark, 30% of A Level mark.

A LEVEL

UNIT 3

Personal Study

Internally set and marked, externally moderated
15% of A Level mark.

UNIT 4

Externally Set Controlled Test
Internally marked, externally moderated
20% of A Level mark.




ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

GCSE grade B or above in either Art or Textiles
AS grade D or above is ideal for going on to A2
NB: If you do not achieve the required grade for this subject, don’t despair! This doesn’t

necessarily mean you are unable to do the course. Please discuss with your Head of 6" Form
as soon as possible.

STUDENT DESTINATIONS 2008

Zoe Duke Art Foundation Course

Emma Dixon Art Foundation Course

Laura Griffith Textiles, Southampton University
Georgina Hunt Textile Design, CEB

Emily Studley Nursing, Southampton University



BTEC NATIONAL CERTIFICATE
PERFORMING ARTS

BTEC NATIONAL CERTIFICATE PERFORMING ARTS

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

This course is for students who are interested in performance, which involves drama, dance and
music. The course will consist of compulsory subjects and optional subjects. This qualification is
equivalent to one A Level.

Compulsory subjects
= Performance Workshop
e Performing Arts Business
= Performing to an Audience
Optional Subjects
Students will need to select four options from either column A or B depending on whether you

wish to specialise in Drama or Dance. Students will then pick two options from the other two
columns.

Column A Column B Column C
Devising Plays Dance Performance Musical Theatre Performance
Theatre in Education Jazz Dance The Healthy Performer
Drama Improvisation Applying Classical Ballet Singing Skills
Techniques
The Practise of Directing Choreographing Dances Variety Performance
Theatre
ASSESSMENT

All these subjects will be assessed in school by coursework, performances, scrap book
information and any other paperwork required in each unit.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

To be eligible students will need to have a C grade in Drama or Music at GCSE level or
completed a BTEC first Certificate or Diploma. Any other students interested would need to
come for an interview to discuss the course and their levels and ability.



BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN SPORT

BTEC NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN SPORT

Awarding Body: Edexcel

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

This is a two year full-time course providing a specialist, work related programme of study. It
covers the key knowledge and practical skills required for those who have already decided the
specialist area they wish to study. If you not only enjoy taking part in sport but also have a real
interest in the aspects surrounding and supporting performance, then this course is for you. It will
give you the opportunity to develop your knowledge and investigate a wide range of aspects;
from the scientific to the sociological, from the psychological to the nutritional.

The BTEC National Diploma in Sport has been set up for those students who have a real interest
in the theoretical and practical aspects of sports development and fitness

There are 8 core units:

o Body in Action

= Health and Safety in Sport

e Training and Fitness in Sport

= Sport Coaching

o Sports Development

= Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise
@ Practical Team Sports

= Practical Individual Sports

There are also 10 specialist units. These cover a wide range of aspects from nutrition, sports
injuries, officiating in sport, sports psychology, work experience and organising sports events.

ASSESSMENT
The course consists of 18 units over 2 years. The overall grades will be determined by how well

the student has achieved cross all 18 units. Students will be awarded three grades on completion
of the course - these are equivalent to 3 A Levels.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

A minimum pass in the BTEC first Diploma and/or 4 A-C's at GCSE including a C or above at
Science (if the Diploma was not previously studied).

PROGRESSION

BTEC National Diploma in Sports students can progress to a Higher Education course in Sports
Studies, Leisure/Recreation Management, Sports Coaching/Development or to employment in
sports development, coaching, health and fitness, sports therapy.



CISCO NETWORKING ACADEMY PROGRAM

CISCO CERTIFIED NETWORK ASSOCIATE (ccNA)

Are you looking for an exciting career in Information Technology? Then choose the Cisco Certified
Network Associate (CCNA) Course

The Cisco Networking Academy Program prepares you for industry recognised certification and
exciting careers in Information Technology

WHAT IS THE CCNA COURSE ALL ABOUT?

Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) is the first step in a Cisco career certification path.
Students will learn how to set up and maintain local area networks (LANs), install and configure
Cisco switches and routers in multiprotocol networks using local- and wide-area networks (LANs
and WANSs), provide Level 1 troubleshooting service, and improve network performance and
security.

HOW WILL IT HELP ME GET A JOB?

There will be a demand for more than 1.1 million new IT jobs in the next year, with almost 600,000
jobs going due to the lack of unqualified workers. It has been reported than the five hottest, most
in-demand jobs now and in the future are technical support, network design and administration,
programming and software engineering and web development. The Certification Magazine
reported that “the more certifications the IT professional has, the more they will get paid.”
(Certification Magazine, “CertMag’s Salary Survey,” by Gary Gabelhouse, December 2001)

WHAT WILL | LEARN?

MODULE 1: CCNA1 Networking Basics Competencies

Upon completion of the first module, students will have an understanding of networking basics
including:

° Computer hardware and software, electricity, networking terminology and
protocols

° LANs and WANSs, Open Systems Interconnection (OSI) model, Ethernet, and
Internet Protocol (IP) addressing

° Design and Documentation of a basic network and structured cabling

° Network-to-network communications

MODULE 2: CCNA2 Routers and Routing Basics Competencies
Upon completion of CCNAZ2 students will have an understanding of routers and routing including:

Router user interfaces, components and configurations.
Basics of 10S versions, naming and software backup.
TCP/IP Protocol Suite and IP addressing and subnetting.
Interior routing protocols - RIP, IGRP.



MODULE 3: CCNA3 Switching Basics and Intermediate Routing Competencies

Upon completion of CCNAS3 students will have an understanding of switching and intermediate
routing including:

Switching and VLANs

Routing and routing protocols, and Spanning-Tree protocols
Access Control Lists (ACLs)

Network documentation, security and troubleshooting.

MODULE 4: CCNA4 WAN Technologies Competencies

Upon completion of CCNA4 students will have an understanding of WAN technology basics
including:

Wan devices, encapsulation formats and communication
PPP components, session establishment and authentication
ISDN uses, services and configuration

Frame relay technology and configuration

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE ME TO FINISH THE COURSE?

There are 4 modules in total to complete the course. Each module takes 20 weeks to complete so
this will take up 5—7 periods per week.

In Year 1 students study CCNA 1 & 2
In Year 2 students study CCNA 3 & 4



CERTIFICATE OF PERSONAL
EFFECTIVENESS (CoPE)

Awarding body: ASDAN
Qualification: Level 2 (Higher, equivalent to a B at GCSE)

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

This is a one year course which provides the students with the opportunity to develop a
range of personal and employability skills whilst improving their qualification base with
other courses. The course enables students to broaden their experiences and manage
their learning through enrichment activities provided by the ASDAN challenges.

To achieve the qualification the student must gain credits by completing challenges from
the twelve modules available. Students can select which modules they would like to
cover and the particular challenges they want to complete. Students must gain 12 credits
to pass the course.

MODULES

Communication Community

Sport and Leisure Vocational Preparation
The Environment Independent Living
Health & Fitness Work Related Activities
Science and Technology International Links
Expressive Arts Beliefs and Values

The students are required to produce a portfolio of evidence from the chosen
challenges. Within this the student must demonstrate that they have achieved Level 2
standards in six skills based areas:

Working with others

Improving learning and performance
Problem solving

Planning and carrying out research
Communication

Oral presentation

The portfolio is moderated externally before the qualification is awarded. There is no
exam.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

The course is designed to give the student a further year to gain the necessary skills and
confidence to progress on to other courses including AS and A level. It is likely that
students would be doing this course alongside GCSE retakes and possibly one AS
subject.




PATHWAY

PATHWAY COURSE - A new route for the Sixth Form
TEACHER’S COMMENTARY

The Pathway Option in the Sixth Form offers a range of experiences and qualifications for
students who might not have considered returning to the Sixth Form because they didn't think
they would get the grades.

Some students need time getting ready for their next step. Sometimes they want to take re-
sits, or to try one or two AS Levels, but worry that they may not get the 5 A to C grades
needed. We want to allow as many students as possible to continue their studies with us
because, we believe, we offer the best quality of teaching and environment for study in the
area.

What would it involve?

This depends on what the student needs!

Example One Example Two
Re-sits in Maths and English* Re-sits in Maths and English*
Personal Effectiveness Course* AS Level*
AS Level or BTEC*

Work experience or training courses (eg. Paragon, College, etc)
This varies from a set time to one day a week, or more.

Enrichment (all Sixth Form students do this at the same time)

*all of these courses lead to qualifications that 'count' for university.
What would it be like in reality?

A typical week would involve students studying AS levels alongside other Sixth Form
students. Students would then study some GCSE re-sits (if needed) with other Sixth Form
students. There may be some work on study skills on the Personal Effectiveness Course.
There would be some work experience (we encourage all Sixth Formers to do this) and
students would enjoy, along with other Sixth Formers, the enrichment activities on offer as
well as general Sixth Form life.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

The course is suitable for students who are not certain of what to do next, but need to gain
additional qualifications. Students need to show that they are prepared to work hard.
Students may have the entry requirements to get onto a couple of AS levels but might not
have the 5 C grades needed to gain access to a full offering of AS levels.

For example: A pupil gets an A grade in Art, a B grade in Design and then some D grades
and one E grade. This would suggest that this student has an aptitude for Design and Art
even thought they don't meet the entry requirements for the Sixth Form.

The entry requirements are there to protect you. Considerable experience and all the data
shows that unless students meet the entry requirements set out in the prospectus then they
simply won't last the course. It is in no-one's interests to start a course if the student will be
struggling so much in two months' time that they have to drop out.

That's why the Pathways Course has been designed - to allow another route that will give the
student more time to make choices and gain more qualifications. This could lead to staying in




the Sixth Form, picking one or two AS levels that play to their strengths, or being better
prepared for another route at the end of the year.

PROGRESSION

Students could choose to stay in the Sixth Form. Depending upon their performance at AS
level they could move onto A Levels in the subject(s) they are taking at AS (subject to
negotiation).

Student could use their new qualifications to start a college course or go into employment,
showing employers that they are hard working and committed to giving their best. This is
something that is really very attractive to employers and this course shows what students can
do.



SPORTS LEADERS UK

LEVEL 2 AWARD IN COMMUNITY SPORTS
LEADERSHIP

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY
The award gives people aged 16 and over the skills needed to lead groups in safe
sporting and recreational activity.

It encourages participants to take responsibility for others, develops organisational
and communication skills and instils confidence in people for whom leading groups in
sporting activities is a new experience. The majority of the course is practical in
nature with an emphasis on learning through doing, rather than through written work.

COURSE CONTENT

The Community Sports Leader Award syllabus is divided into eight units which are as
follows:

Unit 1 Contribute to organising and delivering a sports activity session

Unit 2 Establishing and maintaining a safe sporting activity

Unit 3 Understanding the structure of sport/recreation in the UK

Unit 4 Understanding and leading fitness sessions

Unit 5 Principles/practice in running sporting events/competitions

Unit 6 Principles and practice in adapting sports activities

Unit 7 Select, plan and lead on an appropriate sporting activity

Unit 8 Demonstration of leadership skills in the community

DURATION OF COURSE

An average course involves 25 to 30 hours of tutored time, and 10 hours of voluntary
leadership experience (1 lesson a week in enrichment time).




