
football. These have culminated in house prize 
giving assemblies this week. We all look forward 
to more house events next term. These events and 
our house system are an important and valued part 
of life at Colfox. Our houses help build supportive 
connections between year groups, as each House 
strives to win the House Cup.

The Rights of the Child are at the heart of our 
school and we were delighted to become the first 
secondary school in the south west to achieve 
UNICEF’s Gold Rights Respecting Schools Award. 
A Rights Respecting School means students’ rights 
are valued and their voices are heard. Our 
commitment to respecting the rights of everyone in 
our school and our wider community continues. As 
young people better understand their rights, they 
also learn how important it is to honour the rights 
of others.

It is even more important in these times to 
celebrate the many successes of our students and 
we have been sending many letters and certificates 
home after some outstanding reports and work. 
This week we awarded students in the senior school 
with prizes at our Senior Prize Giving, which we 
hosted in year groups. It was fantastic to see so 
many students being awarded for their efforts and 
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I would like to begin by thanking all staff, students, 
parents and carers for making this term run so 
smoothly. It has been a fantastic term, with the 
welcome return of more activities, trips and 
opportunities. It has again been great to see students 
learning together as well as being able to spend time 
with their friends and peers. I think everyone deserves 
a break over the festive period ready to start refreshed 
in the spring term. I am sure that whatever is thrown 
at us we will be able to adapt and thrive together as we 
have done throughout the pandemic.

Life at Colfox has been more normal than this time 
last year, with the bubbles and zones going, we are 
still not there yet, but our students (and staff) have 
as usual adapted brilliantly. I have been so pleased 
that we have been able to offer a full range of extra-
curicular activities in a safe way and in particular have 
been pleased that we can offer the full range of sports, 
drama and music activities after school. We also have 
had several trips and visits which were not possible 
last year. This includes last week a residential trip to 
London where our students enjoyed watching 
Hamilton, we were pleased to fit this in before new 
restrictions came into place. We also had a cross 
county trip to Newquay where our runners took part 
in the national finals and did fantastically well, so well 
done to all of those students.

It is great to reflect on all the things we have achieved 
and enjoyed this term. Term is again ending with our 
usual fun-filled Sixth Form Rag Week which includes 
a Christmas bake off, teacher talent show, Christmas 
Karaoke, football, Christmas Jumper competition, 
best decorated tutor room, candy cane and chocolate 
delivery and so much more, with all money raised 
going to Dorset Mind. Well done to all the sixth 
formers who organised this, you are fantastic!

We have also enjoyed some House charity days as well 
as other fun house events including Capture the Flag, 
the Variety Show and inter-house hockey and 
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achievements despite the challenges they have 
faced.

We have again hosted successful virtual parents’ 
evenings for Year 8, 11 and 13. We have also been 
able to host some events in school, including the 
Year 7 Meet My Tutor, the 6th Form Launch and 
Open Day! It was so nice to actually have parents 
coming into school again and we look forward 
more of these events next year.

I keep being sent fantastic examples of our students’ 
work. This week for example, I have seen brilliant 
Geography, History, Art, Textiles and English work 
done by students from across all year groups, this 
adds to all the fantastic work you will have seen on 
Twitter over this term. It is wonderful to see the 
hard work that students put in and it is fantastic to 
talk to them and share their enthusiasm.

Years 11 and 13 have been busy with mock exams 
and have done fantastically well. These year groups 
in particular are ones that have had to work so hard 

to ensure that they are caught-up before their GCSE or 
A level exams next year. For Year 11 we have brought 
an online tutoring program, which includes live les-
sons to help them prepare in their core subjects. As 
well as all the individual support our fantastic 
teachers are giving students both in Year 11 and 13. 
They have worked hard and we will support them if 
there are challenges ahead, such as any changes to 
exams, no changes have been announced yet. If the 
government were to announce changes next year, we 
will support our students all the way and I know they 
will do well.

It has been wonderful to see everyone back this term 
enjoying school, school is the best place for our 
children, where they can enjoy fantastic lessons and 
also build friendships and get involved in lots of 
different activities. Participation and being busy is the 
key to success and Colfox students have lots of 
opportunities before them, please encourage your 
child to join a club or try out a new extracurricular 
activity.

I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and we look 
forward to welcoming your child back on Thursday 6 
January 2022.

Students have made some great products out of wood 
this term at our Lathe Club. 

The Technology Department launched the club this 
term to give students the opportunity to hone their 
amazing woodwork skills. Students began by turning 
wood like beech and sapelle to produce slim line pens 
- the results as you can see were brilliant! They then 
progressed to turning wood to create festive Christmas 
trees, which were also a great success. Next term they 
plan to tackle small bowls, we look forward to seeing 
the results!

Talented Technology Students



Mesmerising London Music Experience 2021

It was great to be able to run our annual music trip to London again this term. 

After arriving in London, we walked through Hyde Park before making our way to the Rainforest Café for 
a fun packed meal, complete with rainforest thunderstorms and animals coming to life! After the meal we 
took a walk to the theatre, going along the Mall up to Buckingham Palace, before arriving at the theatre to see 
Hamilton. As one student described it, Hamilton was ‘mesmerising’. The music, acting, dance and technical 
brilliance of the production left the students in awe. The trip was a valuable part of our curriculum 
enrichment, where we take students to see a live performance that links to their GCSE and A level music 
courses. 

The following morning, we left with some quite tired, but happy students and staff, to go to the Science 
Museum. This included an amazing 3D film on ‘Life in the Space Station’ in the IMAX cinema. It was 
fantastic to have the chance to take students on a trip again and from the very positive feedback received, it 
seems all had a great time.

Gorgeous Gingerbread Houses! 

You may have spotted our fantastically festive gingerbread houses 
made by our talented Year 10 pupils. Students were practising 
making gingerbread, royal icing and piping for decoration. In the 
first lesson they enjoyed making the gingerbread and in the second 
they had fun icing and decorating them. Pupils really enjoyed it and 
said it was their favourite practical lesson ever! If you would like to 
try this at home, check out this recipe from the BBC:  

bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/how-make-gingerbread



Our Next Production will Be Matilda

This year, our school play is Matilda! This 
junior version of the West End performance is 
set to hit the school stage in January and our 
students are hard at work rehearsing. We had 
such an incredible response and such high 
quality this year that we had to double cast the 
show. Meaning that there are enough amazing 
actors to ensure that they each get 2 
performances, while the other cast gets the 
2 other shows! Students have been singing, 
dancing and acting their hearts and souls out 
for weeks, and we are so excited to welcome 
you all to see the result of their efforts in 
January.

Chat Back

The Sir John Colfox Academy has been granted a rare 
and fantastic opportunity to take part in the National 
Theatre Connections project. We were given a range 
of different, brand new scripts to decide which one we 
enjoyed. We will be taking this script, Chat Back by 
David Judge, to the Poole Lighthouse Theatre in the 
Spring term and, if we are successful, we have the chance 
to take this to London. The opportunity this has given 
our students has been incredible and our strong cast of 
selected students are excited to showcase their abilities 
and represent our school.

More  Academy News 

Colfox student at COP26

Well done to Year 12 student Eddie Rose who was invited to COP26 in November. Eddie, who is one of our 
Rights Respecting Ambassadors attended as part of UNICEF’s Youth Advisory Board. Eddie shared his 
thoughts on the conference and what we can do to tackle climate change with Mr Shelley, in the headteachers 
vlog on 19 November (available on the school website). Eddie went to the conference to make the powerful 
point that climate change is a children’s rights crisis as it will disproportionately affect young people. 



Festive Fun in the Library!

A festive readathon celebrating wonderful seasonal stories was held in the Library. 

Well done to the Year 7 students who were nominated to take part. Guests, invited 
to the Library, read their favourite Christmas stories, poems and more! The ses-
sion, organised by the English Department also featured Christmas crafts, hot 
chocolate and a special festive screening of 'A Christmas Carol'.
Don't forget in the holidays you can access books, graphic novels and audiobooks 
online for free via Soraapp.com  
Please come to the library if you if need any help accessing Sora. 
Happy Christmas reading!   

Fantastic Sporting Results in Cross Country this Term 

Cross country at Budmouth was the final area race and we were 
very successful winning four out of the six categories available. 
The final results for the teams were:

Year7 Boys - 1st place
Junior Boys (Year 8 & Year 9) - 1st place
Junior Girls (Year 8 and Year 9) - 1st place
Inter Boys (Year10 & Year11) - 1st place

There were also individual prizes for the runners which placed 
in the overall highest position in the three races. Again, we had 
four winners out of the six categories:

Year 7 Boys - Riley Manning - 1st place
Year 7 Girls - Ebony Coombs - 1st place
Junior Girls - Maisie Macdonald - 1st place
Inter Boys - Kieran Coombs - 1st place



Senior Prize Giving

On Thursday 16th December we held our Senior prize giving, a celebration of student achievement. The 
awards were awarded to students in years 11 to 13.  Again this year we felt it important that we celebrate the 
successes of our students as they have had another difficult year with the pandemic.

The ceremony took place during the school day with students from each year group attending. Unfortunately 
we could not invite parents in this year or our students who left to go to university last year but awards will be 
posted to those that could not attend.

A huge well done to all the students who worked so hard to achieve such amazing results in such difficult and 
challenging times!


