
 

 

 

        
 

The Sir John Colfox Academy Trust part of the Minerva Learning Trust (Dorset) which is a charitable company 

 Limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with Company Number 8561222. 

The Registered office is at: The Sir John Colfox Academy, The Ridgeway, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3DT 

Tel: 01308 422291: Email: office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 

 
Headteacher: Mr Adam Shelley MEd, BSc Hons, PGCE, NPQH 

January 2022 
 
Dear Parent 
 
I am writing to you to let you know that there is an opportunity for your child to take part in the Duke 
of Edinburgh Bronze Award. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to develop lifelong skills and 
this letter outlines the key information needed to commit to signing up to the award.  
 
The Duke of Edinburgh is an award which allows students to undertake and demonstrate a range 
of skills across 4 sections: volunteering, physical, skills and expedition. The award is one of the most 
recognised awards by employers and is a valuable asset to any CV.  
 
After obtaining a place on the award, students will be given a login to the eDofE website to start 
logging their hours in all of the sections. It is the participant’s responsibility to make arrangements 
for the sections and complete the hours. Further details of the expeditions and kit needed will follow 
in subsequent letters.  
 
To start the award students need to subscribe to the scheme through the school. The subscription 
includes; 
  
1. An eDofE account - This is your access to the online system where you can set up your DofE 

programme, get your choices agreed by your Leader and record evidence of your activities.   
2. Limited personal accident insurance - please see the following website for further details 

(www.DofE.org/go/insurance) 
3. A certificate and badge – when you complete the award. 

The subscription cost is £37. On top of this cost there are also costs for: equipment, campsite fees, 
fuel etc. This amounts to: £50.  So the total for DofE will be: £87. Below you will find a breakdown 
of the other costs. The deposit required will be: £37 to cover the DofE subscription fee. 

Other associated costs include: 

 £20 campsite fees  

 £5 fuel for trangias 

 £15 associated expenditure e.g. insurance costs, cost of assessor, staffing 

 £10 equipment upkeep  

Any parent who requires financial assistance to enable their child to take part in this trip should 
contact the school office where an application form will be forwarded for you to complete. 
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As well as undertaking the four DofE sections, your son/ daughter will be required to commit to DofE 
training sessions on a Wednesday lunchtime. Students will be informed of all the sessions through 
the student bulletin. 
 
A practice expedition is no longer a requirement at Bronze level. However, participants are still 
expected to reach the skills and fitness levels appropriate for completing the remotely supervised 
qualifying expedition in the summer term.  Therefore we will be completing a practice walk (hopefully 
with 1 nights camping) to ensure students can hone their map reading skills, experience the 
demands of carrying and practise using key pieces of kit.  
 
The provisional dates your child needs to be available for are as follows. If there were to be any 
changes these would be communicated to you ASAP:  

 A practice walk and (hopefully 1 night’s camping, with pick up after breakfast): Saturday 7 
May –  Sunday 8 May morning (9am)  

 Their assessed weekend involving 2 days walking and 1 night camping with pick up at the 
end of the second day: Saturday 11 June – Sunday 12 June  
 

Please be aware we have a maximum of 28 places on this course. If you wish your son/daughter to 
take part, then they must return the attached DofE enrolment form. Due to the limited amount of 
spaces it will be allocated on first come first served (by day handed in, as I am aware students arrive 
at different times due to circumstances beyond their control); if lots of students hand in commitment 
slips on the same day then we will go to pulling names out of a hat. If your child is successful in 
gaining a place, a further letter will be sent to you with more details and requesting you pay the 
deposit before the end of the Spring Term.  
 
If you require any further details of the award then please do not hesitate to contact me at school. 
My email addresses is wardr@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 

         
Mrs Ward 
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