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Key Word Definition

NAACP National Association for the Advancement of Coloured 
People – a civil rights activist group.

KKK Klu Klux Klan – a white supremacist group.

Amendment A change to the constitution (the laws) of America 
which every state must follow.

Segregation To keep separate – often used to describe keeping 
black and white people apart. 

Desegregation To stop being separate – to mix white and black 
people together.

Discrimination Prejudice or unjust action based on differences such as 
age, gender or race.

Unconstitutional Does not follow the constitution i.e. is not following 
the laws about how the country should be run.

Martin Luther King Jr Malcolm X Rosa Parks Emmett Till

You might like to read…

• Turning 15 On The Road To Freedom: My story of the 1965 Selma Voting 
Rights March by Lynda Blackmon Lowery

• March: Book One by John Lewis (Graphic Novel)
• The Rock and the River by Kekla Magoon
• Fire in the Streets by Kekla Magoon
• Getting Away With Murder: The True Story of the Emmett Till Case by Chris 

Crowe
• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
• Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas
• X: A Novel by Ilyasha Shabazz and Kekla Magoon
• We Are Not Yet Equal: Understanding Our Racial Divide by Carol Anderson and 

Tonya Bolden
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Point Evidence Explain Link paragraph
The most important individual to the Civil Rights cause is… 

The evidence for this is… 

This meant that… 

This led to…

As a result… 

Therefore, the most important individual for the Civil Rights cause is… because…

Another important individual is… 

The evidence for this is…

This meant that…

However, they are not as important as… because… 

Therefore, whilst important, __________ is not the most important individual to 
the Civil Rights cause because… 
The most important individual is_________ because….

Date- Event

1861-65 Civil War

1863 Emancipation Proclamation frees the slaves 
in the southern states

1868 14th Amendment gives every person equal 
protection under the law

1870 15th Amendment banning racial 
discrimination in voting

1870 KKK growing in popularity

1909 Creation of the NAACP

1954 Segregation in schools declares illegal

1955 Murder of Emmett Till

1955 Rosa Parks jailed for refusing to give up her 
seat on a bus

1957 Little Rock Protests after desegregation

1961 Freedom Rides begin

1963 Martin Luther King delivers his ‘I have a King 
speech.’

1964 Civil Rights Act

1965 Voting Rights Act

1966 Black Power becomes mainstream

1967 Thurgood Marshall becomes the first black 
supreme court judge

1991 Rodney King brutally beaten by police

2009 Barrack Obama becomes the first Black 
President

2013 Start of Black Lives Matter campaign

2020 Murder of George Floyd

You might like to watch…

• Harriet (2019) Rated PG 13
• Selma (2014) Rated 12A
• Loving (2016) Rated PG 13
• Remember the Titans (2000) Rated PG
• Hairspray (2007) Rated PG
• 13th (2016) Rated 16+
• Just Mercy (2019) Rated PG 13
• The Hate U Give (2018) Rated PG 13
• Dear White People (2017) Rated 15
• Black-ish (2015) Rated PG
• Till (2022) Rate 12A

Please get permission from your parent or guardian before watching any of 
these films or TV shows. The age certification for each has been listed but some 
of them do show more adult content.


