
AO1 – S.Q.I.
 Write a response 

related to the key 
word in the question.

 Use comparative 
language to explore 
both poems.

 Use a range of 
evidence to support 
your response and to 
show the meaning of 
the poems.

AO2 – M.Q.E.
 Comment on the 

effect of the language 
in your evidence, 
including individual 
words.

 Identify any use of 
poetic techniques and
explain their effects.

AO3 - C
 What might the 

poet’s intentions have 
been when they 
wrote the poem?

 Comment on the 
historical context –
when was the poem 
published and what 
impact might it have 
had then, and today?

LANGUAGE METHODS
 Metaphor – comparing one thing to 

another

 Simile – comparing two things with ‘like’ or 
‘as’

 Personification – giving human qualities to 
the nonhuman

 Imagery – language that makes us imagine a 
sight

 Senses – sights, sounds, smells, tastes, 
feelings

 Tone – the mood or feeling created in a 
poem.

 Pathetic Fallacy – using weather to create a 
mood

 Irony – language that says one thing but 
implies the opposite e.g. sarcasm.

 Colloquial Language – informal language, 
usually creates a conversational tone or 
authentic voice.

 Onomatopoeia – language that sounds like 
its meaning.

 Alliteration – words that are close together 
start with the same letter or sound.

 Sibilance – the repetition of s or sh sounds.

 Assonance – the repetition of similar vowel 
sounds

 Consonance – repetition of consonant 
sounds.

 Plosives – short burst of sound: t, k, p, d, g, 
or b sound.

STRUCTURAL METHODS
 Stanza – a verse, or group of lines in a poem.

 Repetition – repeated words or phrases

 Enjambment – a sentence or phrase that runs onto the next line.

 Caesura – using punctuation to create pauses or stops.

 Contrast – opposite concepts/feelings in a poem.

 Juxtaposition – contrasting things placed side by side.

 Oxymoron – a phrase that contradicts itself.

 Anaphora – when the first word of a stanza is the same across different 
stanzas.

 Volta – a turning point in a poem.

 Speaker – the narrator, or person in the poem.

 Rhyming couplet – a pair of rhyming lines next to each other.

 Meter – arrangement of stressed/unstressed syllables.

Similarities
 Similarly
 Both poems convey
 Both poets present
 This idea is also 

explored
 In a similar way
 Likewise
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Differences
 Although
 Whereas
 Whilst
 In contrast, 
 Conversely
 On the other hand
 On the contrary
 Unlike
 However
 Alternatively

POETIC FORMS
 Ballad – like a narrative, including a plot, characters 

and a dramatic conclusion
 Epic – these are long, dramatic poems that tell stories 

of heroes and their journeys.
 Free verse – poetry that has no regular rhyme or rhythm.

 Blank verse – poem in iambic pentameter, but with no 
rhyme.

 Sonnet – poem of 14 lines using iambic pentameter with 
clear rhyme scheme.

 Dramatic Monologue – a poem written through the voice 
of a character.

 Elegy – a serious poem that expresses deep sorrow 
typically to mourn someone who has died.



Title Poet Year Grid 
complete

Confident

1 To My Sister William Wordsworth 1798

2 Sunday Dip John Clare 1800

3 Mild the mist Upon the Hill Emily Bronte 1839

4 Captain Cook (To My Brother) Letitia Elizabeth London 1820

5 Clear and Gentle Stream Robert Bridges 1873

6 I Remember, I Remember Thomas Hood 1826

7 Island Man Grace Nichols 1984

8 We Refugees Benjamin Zephaniah 2000

9 Pecky Rye Lane A. K. Blakemore 2007

10 Us Zaffar Kunial 2018

11 In Wales, wanting to be Italian Imtiaz Dharker 2014

12 Kumukanda Kayo Chingonyi 2017

13 Jamaican British Raymond Antrobus 2018

14 My Mother’s Kitchen Choman Hardi 2004

15 The Emigree Carol Rumens 1983



Conflict Poetry:  Belonging

To My Sister (1798)
William Wordsworth

Wordsworth was a Romantic poet and so his 
poetry explores themes of nature, human 
emotion and how humans are shaped by their 
interaction with nature. This poem was written 
early in the year 1798, when Wordsworth was 
living near the Quantock Hills in Somerset. It 
was a year of change, of widespread upheaval. 
Europe was unsettled in the aftermath of the 
French Revolution. And even in the quiet part 
of England where Wordsworth lived, there 
were fears of a French invasion.

Sunday Dip (1800s)
John Clare

John Clare was the son of a labourer and began 
work on local farms at the age of seven. 
Though he had limited access to books, his 
poetic gift, which revealed itself early, was 
nourished by his parents’ store of folk ballads.
Sunday Dip is a poem that reflects on the joy of 
childhood. Clare explores the idyllic period of 
childhood against the backdrop of beautiful 
nature. The narrative follows boys running 
down to a pond and playing for half a day.

Mild the Mist Upon the Hill (1839)
Emily Bronte

Best-known for her novel Wuthering 
Heights (1847), Emily Brontë also wrote over 
200 poems which her sister Charlotte thought 
had ‘a peculiar music – wild, melancholy, and 
elevating’. Emily was the fifth of the six 
children. After the death of their mother Maria 
when Emily was three, the children were given 
an inspiring and wide-ranging liberal and 
academic education by their father.

Captain Cook (To My Brother) (1820)
Letitia Elizabeth London

Letitia Elizabeth Landon was born on 14 August 
1802 in Chelsea, London.  A precocious child, 
Landon learned to read as a toddler; a disabled 
neighbour would scatter letter tiles on the floor 
and reward young Letitia for reading, and, 
according to her father, "she used to bring 
home many rewards". She dedicated her poem 
Captain Cook to her brother as a memento of 
their childhood days and it is thought that her 
poem The Forgotten one was in memory of her 
sister.

Clear and Gentle Stream (1873)
Robert Bridges

Robert Seymour Bridges was a British poet who 
was Poet Laureate from 1913 to 1930. A doctor 
by training, he achieved literary fame only late 
in life. His poems reflect a deep Christian faith, 
and he is the author of many well-known 
hymns. 'Clear and Gentle Stream' describes a 
speaker's experience when he returns to a 
special place by a stream from his boyhood. 
The poem begins with the speaker stating that 
he is back in a spot he used to know very well. 

I Remember, I Remember (1826)
Thomas Hood

An editor, publisher, poet, and humourist, 
Hood was born in London, the son of a 
bookseller. After his father died in 1811, Hood 
worked in a counting house until illness forced 
him to move to Scotland. In 1818 he returned 
to London to work as an engraver. I Remember, 
I Remember is a poem dedicated to the 
nostalgic embrace of the memory of childhood. 
Hood's childhood was a time of great 
happiness, one which he is well aware that he 
cannot return to.

Island Man (1984)
Grace Nichols

Nichols’ work primarily revolves around the 
Caribbean and migrant experiences, 
particularly in relation to women and the 
British context, and also draws influence from 
folklore, history, and landscape. Island Man 
is semi-autobiographical, chronicling her own 
sense of displacement; it details Nichols' 
experience of living close to the busy North 
Circular road that circumnavigates London and 
the hum of traffic noise reminding her of 
'home'.

We Refugees (2000)
Benjamin Zephaniah

Zephaniah was raised in Jamaica and 
Birmingham, England, but left school at the age 
of 14.  He is dyslexic and struggled through his 
teenage years.  He now holds a number of 
Honorary degrees from different universities. 
In 'We Refugees‘,  Zephaniah discusses the ease 
at which someone can be forced to leave their 
country, and the fact that we 'all came from 
refugees'. He talks of the discrimination that 
refugees face, pointing out how unfair society 
can be.

Peckham Rye Lane (2007)
A.K. Blakemore

Blakemore was born in London in 1991. In an 
interview for Artefact she explained that her 
teacher challenged her to write poetry. Success 
came quickly, with Blakemore named a Foyle 
Young Poet of the Year in 2007 and 2008. In 
2009 she was featured in the
anthology Voice Recognition: 21 Poets for the
21st Century (Bloodaxe). ‘Peckham Rye Lane’ 
by Amy Blakemore is a portrait of a street in 
London and the chaos, absurdity, and peace 
which are there in equal measure.

Us (2018)
Zaffar Kunial

Kunial is a British poet born in Birmingham, 
who currently lives in Yorkshire. His mother 
was English and his father, who has since 
moved to Lahore, is from Kashmir. 'Us' 
describes the ways that the word us means 
both separation and unity and how that gap 
could be bridged. The poem begins with the 
speaker describing how “us” feels like 
undulations of the oceans. It is like the rising 
and falling of waves.

In Wales, wanting to be Italian (2014)
Imtiaz Dharker

Dharker was born in Pakistan and grew up in 
Glasgow. In 2006 she wrote a collection of 
poems entitles ‘The Terrorist at My Table’: the 
collection questions how well we know people 
around us. 

Kumukanda (2017)
Kayo Chingonyi

Kayombo (Kayo) Chingonyi was born in Zambia 
in 1987. He moved to the UK in 1993. He 
completed a BA in English Literature at the 
University of Sheffield, writing a dissertation on 
the work of Saul Williams, and an MA in 
Creative Writing at Royal Holloway, University 
of London. ‘Kumukanda’ speaks on how 
children grow up in two different cultures and 
how the poet’s own life turned out because of 
this.

Jamaican British (2018)
Raymond Antrobus

Antrobus was born in Hackney, London to an 
English mother and Jamaican father. He is one 
of the world’s first recipients of an MA in 
Spoken Word Education from Goldsmiths, 
University of London. Raymond is a founding 
member of Chill Pill and the Keats House Poets 
Forum. He was born deaf, and has had multiple 
residencies in deaf and hearing schools around 
London, as well as Pupil Referral Units.

My Mother’s Kitchen (1983)
Choman Hardi

Choman Hardi is the seventh and youngest 
child of Kurdish poet Ahmed Hardi. After 
several stages of forced displacement, she was 
granted refugee status in England in 1993. She 
studied at Oxford, London, and Kent 
universities and her post-doctoral research saw 
her return to Kurdistan to document the plight 
of women survivors of Anfal. My Mother’s 
Kitchen is an anecdotal poem that explores the 
various items that a mother is handing down to 
her daughter as she moves away.

The Emigree (1983)
Carol Rumens

Rumens was born in 1944 in London.  Her 
poem The Emigree was published in 1993 and it 
explores the millions of people who are 
displaced from their homes as refugees. The 
home country of the speaker is not revealed –
this ambiguity gives the poem a timeless 
relevance. Increasingly relevant to many 
people in current world climate 

AO1: S.Q.I.
What?

AO2: M.Q.E.
How?

AO3: C
Why?
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Revisit Record 

a. Revision Cards:  Make a set of revision cards to help you memorise the 

Language Methods.  Include the term, the definition and then add an example.  
Enrichment: add examples that come directly from the poems you are studying in class.

b. Revision Cards:  Make a set of revision cards to help you memorise the 

Structural Methods.  Include the term, the definition and then add an example.  
Enrichment: add examples that come directly from the poems you are studying in class.

c. Compare:  Make a grid that compares 2 of the poems you have studied.  

Compare using the SMILE acronym to help you: structure, meaning, imagery, language, 
effect.

d. Context and Meaning: Read through the mini-biographies and 

contextual information overleaf. Choose 2 of the poets to research in more detail.  
Produce page biographies on each of your poets.

Enrichment: Add your thoughts about why these writers would choose poetry as a way to 
express their views.  Find poems they have written and explore their links and wider 
meaning.

a. Visual Representation:  Choose one poem that you have studied.  

Watch a selection of Youtube tutorials helping you to revise the structure, meaning, 
imagery, language and effects.  Select 5 quotations.  Write them and illustrate them in 
as much detail as you can.  Your aim is to memorise them!

b. Youtube Tutorials:  Find a Youtube tutorial on one of the poems you feel 

less confident about.  Watch, make notes and build your confidence.

c. Massolit Tutorials: Login in using your school details.  Search for the title of 

one poem you are unsure of.  Watch, make notes and build your confidence.

a) Power of Humans Humans often use power to benefit themselves.  The 

misuse of power can lead to people being hurt.  Poets often use their writing as a way to 
express their views about leadership, politics and society.

Write about how the power of humans is presented in two of the poems you have studied.  
Follow the SMILE structure to help you.

b) The Power of Nature Nature is a powerful force that can cause suffering 

and destruction. It is often personified in poetry to describe its effects in human terms.  
Nature has the power to change humans and affect their decisions.

Write about how poets present the power of nature using two poems you have studied.

c) Memory and Emotions Memories can be powerful and personal.  They 

can be fond, nostalgic, angry, haunting, vivid…  Poems express a range of emotions from fear, 
pride, guilt, passion, love, grief…

Write about how poets present memories and emotions in two poems you have studied.

d) Re-read Exposure. Choose one other poem from the Conflict anthology. 

Compare how war is presented in the two poems. 

In your answer, you should consider the: 

• poets’ use of language, form and structure 
• influence of the contexts in which the poems were written.


