A god who descends to earth as a
human or other animal in order to fight
evil and re-establish goodness

A supreme being in which most modern
Hindus believe; the source of
everything, including the gods
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A series of social classes that determine
someone’s job and status in society

A God or Goddess

The moral law that Hindus must follow;
the word can be translated as ‘duty’ or
‘righteousness’

The festival of lights, celebrated by
nearly all Hindus

The forces that influence people’s
fortune and future reincarnation

The Ramayana:

Dashratha, King of Ayodhya, has four sons by three different wives: Rama (who was the eldest), Lakshman and Satrugna
(who were twins) and Bharat (the youngest). Rama has married Sita and Dashratha wishes to pass the throne to his eldest
son. But the mother of Dashratha's youngest son, Barat, is jealous and wants her child to be king. She forces Dashratha to
exile Rama, Sita and Lakshman to the forest for 14 years.

In the forest the evil demon Ravana seizes Sita and takes her to his island home of Lanka. Rama follows a trail of Sita's
jewellery and then meets Hanuman, the monkey-king. Hanuman uses his magic power of flight to discover where Sita is and
then, with Rama, they raise an army of animals and march on Lanka.

Rama kills Ravana with a magic arrow and then, their exile over, he returns to Ayodhya with Sita and Lakshman. The people
light their way home with little lamps left outside their homes.

A Hindu term for a temple

Escaping from samsara and never dying
or becoming reincarnated again; the
term literally means ‘release’

Someone who believes in only one God

Referring to belief in many gods;
someone who believes in many gods is
a polytheist

Hindu worship, either at home orin a
temple.

An image of a god or goddess

When a soul is reborn by passing into a
new body

The continual process of death and
reincarnation; also the entire universe
as we know it

A term for the three main Hindu gods:
Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva

Hindu Gods and Goddesses:

Brahman is a term used by Hindus to describe God or the Supreme Being. It can also refer to the ‘divine consciousness’.
Brahman is a supreme, universal spirit that is eternal and unchanging.

Hindu holy books refer to Brahman as being present throughout the entire universe and Hindus believe that all living beings
carry a part of Brahman within them. This divine spark is known as the atman, or soul, and it is immortal.

Brahman can be shown in many forms and this includes deities, or representations of the divine.

Buddhahood Vishnu

Lakshmi
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Diwali is one of the most recognised and
celebrated festivals in Hinduism and is known as
the festival of lights. It is usually celebrated in
October or November and lasts five days. It links
to the famous story of Rama and Sita and
remembers the victory of good over evil. The
festival is celebrated by cleaning the home and
getting the accounts in order for the next
financial year. Hindus also have firework displays
and light diva lamps in memory of Rama’s heroic
rescue of his kidnapped wife and queen, Sita.

It is said that long ago people lit diva lamps to
help light the way back home for Rama and Sita
after Rama defeated the evil ten-headed demon
king Ravana, who had kidnapped Sita.

Hindus also worship Lakshmi, the goddess of
wealth, in the hope that they will have a
prosperous new year, as Diwali is the beginning
of the Hindu New Year.

Holi is known as the festival of colours and is
celebrated during the spring. Hindus wear
brightly coloured clothes and throw coloured
powders over each other, which covers them
from head to toe. The festival lasts two days and
is in February or March, at a time when the
moon is full.

At Holi, Hindus remember the victory

of Prahlad over the demon girl Holika. Holika
was ordered by an evil king to slay Prahlad, the
king’s son. Prahlad was very devoted to Vishnu
whereas the king hated Vishnu. The festival is a
celebration of good over evil because Holika was
burnt in a fire when she tried to kill Prahlad. The
festival became known as Holi to remember
these events.

BHRAMIN
Priests, Academics

KSHATRYIA
Warriors, Kings
VAISHYA
Merchants, Landowners
SUDRA
Commoners, Peasants, Servants

UNTOUCHABLES
Outcast-Out of Caste. Street sweepers, latrine cleaners

Use in worship

To awaken the god or goddess and symbolise the beginning of the
worship.

Hearing

To make a gift, fruit or other food is placed in the shrine as an
offering to the deity.

Tasting

An image of the god or goddess being worshipped.

Seeing

Burning incense sticks fill the room with scent, symbolising the
presence of the deity. Flowers are often placed in the shrine to
honour the deity.

Smelling

Making a coloured mark on the worshipper’s forehead shows
honour to the deity and reminds the worshipper of their devotion
throughout the day.

Events that occur at important rites of passage (samsara’s):

Birth: Prayers are said when a baby is born. At 11 days old the baby’s hair
is cut off and weighed (the weight in gold is given to charity). Prayers are
also said when the baby leaves the house for the first time, eats solid
food, and gets their ear pierced.

Sacred Thread Ceremony: Celebrates when a child is ready to take part
in Hindu worship.

Marriage: Two people are tied together in front of the sacred fire. They
begin the journey of life as two people.

Death: Hindu bodies are cremated; it is hoped that the ashes can be
spread into the sacred river Ganges (or another body of water).




