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The five pillars  the five most important duties for all 

Muslims: to believe, to pray, to 

give to charity, to fast and to go on 

pilgrimage.    

The ten obligatory 

Acts  

ten important duties for Shi’a Muslims, 

which include the Five Pillars   

Shahadah  the Muslim declaration of faith    

Salah  prayer with an in worship of God, 

performed under conditions set by the 

prophet Muhammad   

Wudu  ritual washing before prayer   

Mihrab  a niche in a wall that indicates the 

direction of Makkah   

Qiblah wall  the wall in a mosque that contains 

the mihrab    

Rak’ah  a sequence of movements in ritual 

prayer   

Recitation  repeating a passage of text from 

memory   

Prostration  kneeling with the forehead, nose, hands, 

knees, and toes touching the floor, in 

submission to God.    

Jummah Prayer  a weekly communal prayer  

performed after midday on Friday, which 

includes a sermon.    

Ramadan  the ninth month of the Muslim calendar, 

during which Muslims have to fast from 

dusk to sunset   

Fasting  not eating or drinking for a certain 

length of time, usually for a religious 

reason    

The night of power  (1) the night when the first revelation of 

the Qur’an was made to Muhammad (2) 

the festival that marks the start of 

God’s revelation to Muhammad    

 

Key Words Shahadah  

 “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah.” 

Expresses the core belief of Islam. It provides the foundation for the other four pillars. Shi’a Muslims 

add the phrase ‘and Ali is the friend of God.’ This shows their  belief that Ali (Muhamad’s cousin and 

son in law) was the true success or to Muhammad. It is the phrase that is recited in front of Muslims 

witnesses to become a Muslim, it must also be the first and last thing a person hears.  

Salah 

Sunni Muslims pray five time a day 

and Shi’a Muslims three time a day.  

Wudu (ritual washing) is carried out 

before prayer to make themselves 

spiritually clean. 

Prayer always takes place facing 

Mecca. Within a mosque men and 

women are divided and the prayers 

are led by an Iman. The direction to 

face is marked by the qiblah wall and 

mihrab. 
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Sub-
topics 

Islam 

Salah “You who believes, when you are about to pray, wash your faces and your hands up to the elbows, wipe 
your heads, wash your feet up to the ankles and, if required, was your whole body.” Qur’an 5:6 

 
“So woe to those who pray but are heedless of their prayers.” Qur’an 107:4-5 

 
“Your Lord says, ‘Call on Me and I will answer you.’” Qur’an 40:60 

 
“Believers! When the call to prayer is made on the day of congregation, hurry towards the reminder of 

God and leave off your trading.” Qur’an 62:9 

Sawm “What will explain to you what that Night of Glory is? The Night of Glory is better than a thousand 
months.” Qur’an 97:2-3 

 
“Read! In the name of your Lord who created: He created man from a clinging form [a blood clot]. Read! 

Your Lord is the Most Bountiful One who taught by [means of] the pen, who taught man what  he did 
not know.” Qur’an 96:1-5 

Zakah “They ask you [Prophet] what they should give. Say, ‘Whatever you give should be for parents, close 
relatives, orphans, the needy, and travellers. God is well aware of whatever good you do’.” Qur’an 2:215 
 
“Alms are meant only for the poor, the needy, those who administer them, those whose hearts need 
winning over, to free slaves and help those in debt, for God’s cause, and for travellers in need.” Qur’an 
9:60 

Hajj “Pilgrimage to the House is a duty owned to God by people who are able to undertake it.” Qur’an 3:97 
 
“Safa and Marwa are among the rites of God, so for those who male major or minor pilgrimage to the 
House it is no offence to circulate between the two.” Qur’an 2:158 

Jihad “This is My path, leading straight, so follow it, and do not follow other ways: they will lead you away 
from it – ‘This is what He commands you to do, so that you may refrain from wrongdoing.’” Qur’an 
6:153 
 
“But those who have believed, migrated, and striven for God’s cause, it is they who can look forward to 
God’s mercy: God is most forgiving and merciful.” Qur’an 2:218 

Zakah  purification of wealth by giving 2.5% of 

savings each year to the poor   

Sadaqah  good actions or voluntary payments that 

are undertaken for charitable reasons   

Khums  a 20% tax paid by Shi’a Muslims on their 

excess income    

Pilgrimage  a journey by a believer to a holy site 

for religious  reasons; an act 

of worship and devotion   

Hajj  the annual pilgrimage to Makkah (mecca) 

that every Muslim should try to make at 

least once in their life   

Ka’aba  the black, cube-shapes building in the 

centre of the Grand Mosque 

in Makkah (Mecca); the holiest place in 

Islam    

Hajji  someone who had completed Hajj   

Jihad  a struggle against evil; this may be an 

inward, personal struggle or an outward, 

collective struggle   

  

Greater jihad  the personal inward struggle of all Muslims 

to live in line with the teachings of their 

faith.    

Lesser jihad  the outward struggle to defend one’s 

faith, family and country from threat   

Holy war  fighting for a religious cause or God, 

probably controlled by a religious leader   

Id-ul-Fitr  a Muslim festival that celebrates the end 

of Ramadan   

Id-ul-Adha  a Muslim festival that celebrates the 

prophet Ibrahim’s willingness to sacrifice 

his son for God    

Day of Ashura  a festival that is important for Shi’a 

Muslims in particular, who remember that 

battle of Karbala and death of Husayn on 

this day    
 

Key Words 
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Homework Tasks 

Homework will be set every_________________________ and will be expected to be in every ___________________________________ 

Task 1 
 

Draw a plan of the outside and inside of a Mosque. Label the key 
features.  

 

 

Task 2 
 
 

Learn the key words and the definitions.  
You must also learn the correct spellings of the words. 

 
 

Task 3 
 

Create a map explaining the different stages of the Hajj. 
 
 

Task 4 
 
 

Learn a quote for each of the 5 pillars.  
 
 

Task 5 
 

Create a report about the Ashura festival. It could be a news report, a 
newspaper report or a digital report. Explain how and why the festival is 

celebrated. 
 
 

Task 6 
 

Create a mind map for this topic. Show as many links as possible between 
the different areas. Include pictures to help your memory.  
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