
0-25%
Some drama skills / partial success / 
some conviction / inconsistent / 
reasonable interpretation of 
character / sustained for some time 
/ describe / simple analysis / 
beginning to use the language of 
drama.

26-50%
Securely use drama skills / secure 
and generally confident / 
interpretation of character is mostly 
effective and coherent / audience 
interest is sustained / insightful 
comments / practical examples / 
some justification / securely use the 
language of drama.

51-75%
Effectively and convincingly use a 
range of drama skills / engaging and 
consistent / interactions / 
interpretation of character is 
creative / very good communication 
with the audience / analyse a 
performance in detail / provide 
detailed examples which are well 
justified / confidently and fluently 
use the language of drama.

76-100%
Exceptional flair / sustained 
throughout / engaging and 
mesmerising / interactions with 
other performers is faultless / highly 
original interpretation / powerful 
communication with the audience / 
analysis and evaluation / insightful 
and perceptive comments / specific, 
detailed practical examples / 
extremely well justified / 
outstanding understanding of the 
language of drama.

Vocabulary
facial expressions / 

body language / 
proxemics / staging / 
stimulus / 

practitioner / vocal 
skill / pitch / pace / 

pause / volume / 
projection / genre / 
style / atmosphere / 

blocking / 
characterisation / 

chorus / dynamic / 
dialogue / emphasis / 
exploration / 

technique / intensity 
/ tempo / purpose

Elements we will focus on- 

Thinking Questions 
• What skills do I need to use today?
• How am I communicating with 

others?
• How am I communicating to the 

audience?
• Is my effort allowing me to meet my 

target? 
• Am I working to the best of my 

ability?
• What do I need to do next to allow 

me to keep improving?

Topic

Core skills
Confidence, Creativity, 

Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative, 

Communication 

• What do I need the teacher 
to know so that they can 
best help me next

    lesson?

Rights
12 – Respect your views 

and the views of others / 28 
– Right to education / 29 – 
Education should develop 

your skills and 
talents 

Assessment
You will take part in several peer and self 
assessment tasks over the project, as well as 
receiving feedback from your teacher. There 
will be fortnightly mini assessments by your 
teacher to observe progress.

DRAMA
Year 9

TWISTED
Term 1.1A good performance ...

Will have a clear style and will 
show precision. You will need to 
demonstrate an understanding of 
key performance skills and an 
understanding of how drama is 
made and developed.

TWISTED
You will be focusing on a play about a girl who ends up in a coma 

after a party. You will be exploring the text through a range of 
different devising techniques, which you can use on EVERY project.

Chorus / Improvisation / Monologue / Tableaux / Soundscape / Physical 
Theatre / Mime / Mask / Facial expressions / Body Langauge / Blocking / 
Proxemics / Dialogue 



Cross-cutting Having two scenes run at the same and swap 
between

Soundscape Creating the sounds for a location

Tableaux Another word for still image Body as prop Utilising your body to become an object

Mime Action without speech Monologue One person speaking to an audience

Transition Moving from one thing to another Devise To create work from scratch and then practice 
for consistency

Chorus Working together as a team Improvise To create work from scratch

Twisted explores themes of bullying, peer pressure, family relationships and self-worth. The play begins with one known fact - Gretel is in a coma. 
In the course of finding out why, the story unfolds through flashback, the reactions of those around her, speculation and visual dramatic devices. 
At the end, when the audience is invited to consider who caused Gretel's coma, the answer is not as clear-cut as might be expected.



0-25%
Some drama skills / partial success / 
some conviction / inconsistent / 
reasonable interpretation of 
character / sustained for some time 
/ describe / simple analysis / 
beginning to use the language of 
drama.

26-50%
Securely use drama skills / secure 
and generally confident / 
interpretation of character is mostly 
effective and coherent / audience 
interest is sustained / insightful 
comments / practical examples / 
some justification / securely use the 
language of drama.

51-75%
Effectively and convincingly use a 
range of drama skills / engaging and 
consistent / interactions / 
interpretation of character is 
creative / very good communication 
with the audience / analyse a 
performance in detail / provide 
detailed examples which are well 
justified / confidently and fluently 
use the language of drama.

76-100%
Exceptional flair / sustained 
throughout / engaging and 
mesmerising / interactions with 
other performers is faultless / highly 
original interpretation / powerful 
communication with the audience / 
analysis and evaluation / insightful 
and perceptive comments / specific, 
detailed practical examples / 
extremely well justified / 
outstanding understanding of the 
language of drama.

Vocabulary
Forum / audience / 
Educate / Narration 
/ 4th Wall / non-
naturalistic / 
Morality / 
Involvement / 
Flexibility / Over-
exaggeration / Mime 
/ cross-cutting / 
freeze-frames / hot 
seating / Thought-
tracking / flashbacks 
/ Facial expressions / 
body language / gait 
/ posture / gestures

Elements we will focus on- 

Thinking Questions 
• What skills do I need to use today?
• How am I communicating with 

others?
• How am I communicating to the 

audience?
• Is my effort allowing me to meet my 

target? 
• Am I working to the best of my 

ability?
• What do I need to do next to allow 

me to keep improving?

Topic

Core skills
Confidence, Creativity, 

Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative, 

Communication 

• What do I need the teacher 
to know so that they can 
best help me next

    lesson?

Rights
12 – Respect your views 

and the views of others / 28 
– Right to education / 29 – 
Education should develop 

your skills and
talents

Assessment
You will take part in several peer and self 
assessment tasks over the project, as well 
as receiving feedback from your 
teacher. There will be fortnightly mini 
assessments by your teacher to observe 
progress.

DRAMA
Year 9
T.I.E

Term 1.2A TIE performance ...
Will aim to teach an audience 
(normally of a set age) a message. 
It will use a range of different 
techniques and allow the 
audience to take part and learn.

THEATRE IN EDUCTAION
You will be focusing on what Theatre In Education is and how it can 

be used in a variety of settings. As the name implies, it relates to 
using the theatre to educate people on a set topic.  

Clear message / Multi-role / Portable set / Instruments and music / 
Audience participation / Direct address / Narration / Representational 
costume / Moral ideals





0-25%
Identify  / give examples / basic / 
outline / identify / 
communication of ideas / can 
communicate with other 
performers / apply performance 
skills and techniques.

26-50%
Describe / relevant examples 
/ clear / Appropriate / 
competent / Describe / use 
examples / Appropriate delivery 
and communication / 
Appropriate application of 
performance skills and 
techniques.

51-75%
Explain / variety / appropriate / 
clarity / Effective  / appropriate 
/ creative / Discuss /  justify / use 
clear and concise examples / 
Effective delivery and 
communication / competent 
ability / Effective application of 
performance skills and 
techniques. 

76-100%
Analyse / careful / clear /  well 
considered / discussed / specific 
/ Disciplined / organised  / 
Considered /  assured  / Assess / 
considered examples / explain 
/ use considered examples / 
Confident delivery and 
communication / assured ability 
to communicate / Fluent 
application of performance skills 
and techniques. 

Vocabulary
facial expressions / 
practitioner / genre / 
style / characterisation 
/ chorus / dynamic / 
exploration / 
technique /  intensity / 
tempo / purpose / 
motif / unison / canon 
/ movement memory / 
precision / isolation / 
mirroring / phrase / 
gesture / rhythm / 
speed / direction / 
travelling / theme / 
timing / instrumental / 
level / direction / 
stillness / elevation

Elements we will focus on-

Thinking Questions 
• What skills do I need to use today?
• How am I communicating with 

others?
• How am I communicating to the 

audience?
• Is my effort allowing me to meet my 

target? 
• Am I working to the best of my 

ability?
• What do I need to do next to allow 

me to keep improving?

Topic

Core skills
Confidence, Creativity, 

Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative, 

Communication 

• What do I need the teacher 
to know so that they can 
best help me next

    lesson?

Rights
12 – Respect your views 

and the views of others / 28 
– Right to education / 29 – 
Education should develop 

your skills and 
talents 

Assessment
You will take part in several peer and self-assessment 
tasks over the project, as well as receiving feedback 
from your teacher.
There will be fortnightly mini assessments by your 
teacher to observe progress. DRAMA

Year 9
DANCE
Term 2.1A good DANCE performance ...

Will have a clear style and will 
show precision. You will need to 
demonstrate an understanding of 
key performance skills and the 
conventions of the dance style or 
choreographer.

DANCE
You will be developing your skills in a range of different dance styles 

and learning the basics of how to develop strength and flexibility 
and look after your body while dancing.

good posture / confidence / focus / space / dynamics / mobility / flexibility  / strength / balance 
/ action / co-ordination / stamina / control / good alignment / relationship / concentration / 
determination focus / musicality / projection / sense of style / communication of choreographic 
intent / Lead and follow / mirroring / action and reaction / contact / formation



For almost three decades STOMP has been entertaining audiences all over the world with its unique blend of rhythm, 
movement, physical comedy and dance. A theatrical experience like no other, STOMP is the event that has showed the globe that
even the most ordinary objects like plastic bags, bin lids, brooms and even the kitchen sink can be brought to life in extraordinary 
ways.



0-25%
Identify  / give examples / basic / 
outline / identify / 
communication of ideas / can 
communicate with other 
performers / apply performance 
skills and techniques.

26-50%
Describe / relevant examples 
/ clear / Appropriate / 
competent / Describe / use 
examples / Appropriate delivery 
and communication / 
Appropriate application of 
performance skills and 
techniques.

51-75%
Explain / variety / appropriate / 
clarity / Effective  / appropriate 
/ creative / Discuss /  justify / use 
clear and concise examples / 
Effective delivery and 
communication / competent 
ability / Effective application of 
performance skills and 
techniques. 

76-100%
Analyse / careful / clear /  well 
considered / discussed / specific 
/ Disciplined / organised  / 
Considered /  assured  / Assess / 
considered examples / explain 
/ use considered examples / 
Confident delivery and 
communication / assured ability 
to communicate / Fluent 
application of performance skills 
and techniques. 

Vocabulary
Style / Gnere / Colour / 
wash / tempo / rhythm 
/ atmosphere / volume 
/ intensity / facial 
expressions / body 
language / proxemics / 
staging / stimulus / 
practitioner / vocal skill 
/ pitch / pace / pause / 
volume / projection / 
genre / style / 
atmosphere / blocking 
/ characterisation / 
chorus / dynamic / 
dialogue / emphasis / 
exploration / 
technique /  intensity / 
tempo / purpose

We will be specifically looking at- 

Thinking Questions 
• What skills do I need to use today?
• Have I included a range of subject 

specific terminology?
• Have I proof read my work and 

checked my SPaG?
• Is my effort allowing me to meet my 

target? 
• Am I working to the best of my 

ability?
• What do I need to do next to allow 

me to keep improving?

Topic

Core skills
Confidence, Creativity, 

Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative, 

Communication 

• What do I need the teacher 
to know so that they can 
best help me next

    lesson?

Rights
12 – Respect your views 

and the views of others / 28 
– Right to education / 29 – 
Education should develop 

your skills and 
talents 

Assessment
You will take part in several peer and 
self-assessment tasks over the project, 
as well as receiving feedback from your 
teacher. DRAMA

Year 9
DNA

Term 2.2
Good work ...

Will have a clear understanding of 
the purpose of the piece and the 
message or meaning it is trying to 
communicate to the audience. It 
will include key terminology and 
will give the reader a sense that 
you understand the topic. 

DNA
You will be studying a previous GCSE level play text and exploring 
design and performance elements which will culminate in a paper 

that is styled on the GCSE paper from Year 11.

The context and writing style of the play text DNA by Dennis Kelly. This will involve reading the full script and 

analysing our response as audience members, designing key elements for the play, directing sections, 

performing sections with a focus on purpose and intent, and utilising key rehearsal techniques. This project 

will lead you to be able to answer mock GCSE style questions based on the studied text.





0-25%
Identify  / give examples / basic / 
outline / identify / 
communication of ideas / can 
communicate with other 
performers / apply performance 
skills and techniques.

26-50%
Describe / relevant examples 
/ clear / Appropriate / 
competent / Describe / use 
examples / Appropriate delivery 
and communication / 
Appropriate application of 
performance skills and 
techniques.

51-75%
Explain / variety / appropriate / 
clarity / Effective  / appropriate 
/ creative / Discuss /  justify / use 
clear and concise examples / 
Effective delivery and 
communication / competent 
ability / Effective application of 
performance skills and 
techniques. 

76-100%
Analyse / careful / clear /  well 
considered / discussed / specific 
/ Disciplined / organised  / 
Considered /  assured  / Assess / 
considered examples / explain 
/ use considered examples / 
Confident delivery and 
communication / assured ability 
to communicate / Fluent 
application of performance skills 
and techniques. 

Vocabulary
Style / Gnere / Colour / 
wash / tempo / rhythm 
/ atmosphere / volume 
/ intensity / facial 
expressions / body 
language / proxemics / 
staging / stimulus / 
practitioner / vocal skill 
/ pitch / pace / pause / 
volume / projection / 
genre / style / 
atmosphere / blocking 
/ characterisation / 
chorus / dynamic / 
dialogue / emphasis / 
exploration / 
technique /  intensity / 
tempo / purpose

We will be specifically looking at- 

Thinking Questions 
• What skills do I need to use today?
• Have I included a range of subject 

specific terminology?
• Have I proof read my work and 

checked my SPaG?
• Is my effort allowing me to meet my 

target? 
• Am I working to the best of my 

ability?
• What do I need to do next to allow 

me to keep improving?

Topic

Core skills
Confidence, Creativity, 

Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative, 

Communication 

• What do I need the teacher 
to know so that they can 
best help me next

    lesson?

Rights
12 – Respect your views 

and the views of others / 28 
– Right to education / 29 – 
Education should develop 

your skills and 
talents 

Assessment
You will take part in several peer and 
self-assessment tasks over the project, 
as well as receiving feedback from your 
teacher. DRAMA

Year 9
DNA

Term 2.2
Good work ...

Will have a clear understanding of 
the purpose of the piece and the 
message or meaning it is trying to 
communicate to the audience. It 
will include key terminology and 
will give the reader a sense that 
you understand the topic. 

DNA
You will be studying a previous GCSE level play text and exploring 
design and performance elements which will culminate in a paper 

that is styled on the GCSE paper from Year 11.

The context and writing style of the play text DNA by Dennis Kelly. This will involve reading the full script and 

analysing our response as audience members, designing key elements for the play, directing sections, 

performing sections with a focus on purpose and intent, and utilising key rehearsal techniques. This project 

will lead you to be able to answer mock GCSE style questions based on the studied text.





0-25%
Some drama skills / partial success / 
some conviction / inconsistent / 
reasonable interpretation of 
character / sustained for some time 
/ describe / simple analysis / 
beginning to use the language of 
drama.

26-50%
Securely use drama skills / secure 
and generally confident / 
interpretation of character is mostly 
effective and coherent / audience 
interest is sustained / insightful 
comments / practical examples / 
some justification / securely use the 
language of drama.

51-75%
Effectively and convincingly use a 
range of drama skills / engaging and 
consistent / interactions / 
interpretation of character is 
creative / very good communication 
with the audience / analyse a 
performance in detail / provide 
detailed examples which are well 
justified / confidently and fluently 
use the language of drama.

76-100%
Exceptional flair / sustained 
throughout / engaging and 
mesmerising / interactions with 
other performers is faultless / highly 
original interpretation / powerful 
communication with the audience / 
analysis and evaluation / insightful 
and perceptive comments / specific, 
detailed practical examples / 
extremely well justified / 
outstanding understanding of the 
language of drama.

Vocabulary
Defined / fluid / 
erratic / Smooth / 

open / closed / 
naturalistic / non-

naturalistic / graceful 
/ exaggerated / 
energetic / refined / 

empathy / shock / 
transition / 

physicality / levels / 
tempo / mood / 
atmosphere / 

foreboding / 
trepidation / 

inflection / 
intonation / worn

Elements we will focus on- 

Thinking Questions 
• What skills do I need to use today?
• How am I communicating with 

others?
• How am I communicating to the 

audience?
• Is my effort allowing me to meet my 

target? 
• Am I working to the best of my 

ability?
• What do I need to do next to allow 

me to keep improving?

Topic

Core skills
Confidence, Creativity, 

Leadership, Organisation, 
Resilience, Initiative, 

Communication 

• What do I need the teacher 
to know so that they can 
best help me next

    lesson?

Rights
12 – Respect your views 

and the views of others / 28 
– Right to education / 29 – 
Education should develop 

your skills and
talents

Assessment
You will take part in several peer and self 
assessment tasks over the project, as well 
as receiving feedback from your 
teacher. There will be fortnightly mini 
assessments by your teacher to observe 
progress.

DRAMA
Year 9

ANALYSIS
Term 3.2A good analysis ...

Will evaluate the performance in 
terms of the effectiveness of the 
piece to communicate its set 
message or meaning to the 
audience, and analyse the 
techniques used.

ANALYSIS
You will be analysing Live Theatre this half term. You will be looking 

at how to review theatre and look at the performance and the 
creation of that performance.

Design – Lighting / Sound / Set / Costumes / Hair and Make-up / Stage types. 
Performance – Vocal skills / Physical skills / Blocking / Proxemics. Audience – 
Response / Communication / Position.
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