
YEAR 11
Drama

1.1

Key words
Set / Exits / Entrances 
/ Scenery / Selection / 
Genre / Space / Props 
/ Shape / Texture / 
Colour / Scale / Size / 
Movement / Model 
Box / Abstract / 
Symbolic / Cues / 
Visual / Fresnel / 
Parcan / Spotlight / 
Flood / Fade / Snap / 
Gel / Gobo / Strobe / 
Underscore / Music / 
Sound effects / Mood 
/ Atmosphere / 
Costume / Practical / 
Modern / Period / 
Sketches / Projection 
/ Smoke machine / 
Haze machine / 
Speakers / Volume / 
Pitch / Surround / 
Naturalistic / Non-
naturalistic

Mark Scheme
Component 3 will require you to discuss design ideas and concepts for your set text in Section A for 10-15 marks.
Section B is Live Theatre focused but will still require you to comment on design elements, this is a 15 mark question.

Thinking Questions
• Do I know what the 

teacher wants me to 
do?

• Do I know how to get 
the best marks 
possible?

• How do I find more 
information?

• Have I communicated 
everything I wanted 
to?

• Does everyone know 
what I mean?

• Have I included as 
many key terms in 
my writing as 
possible?

• Can I do more 
research on my own?

• How can I extend my 
work?

Key information about the topic
This half term you will focus on Design and Technical elements linked to your set 

pieces of repertoire. This means that we will be looking in depth at staging 
types, lighting, sound, set design, costume and hair and makeup. You will take 

part in lessons and workshops to develop core knowledge, and then take part in 
presentations to the rest of class on your design concepts and proposals.

Evidence required
You will need to make 
notes, complete 
homework, and do 
practice 
exam questions.

Design
Costume - You will look at how different costumes effect a character and their representation. We 
will look at creating our own costumes and their effect.
Set - You will look at how to dress a set space, complete a 'get in' and 'strike' as well as safe practice 
with building and designing set.
Hair and Make-up - You will look at how different hair and make-up effect a character and their 
representation. We will look at creating our own designs.
Lighting - You will look at a range of different lantern types, how they are rigged, focused, 
programmed and plotted, and the effect they have on a performance.
Sound – You will look at how to set up, and effectively use sound equipment within a performance 
as well as how to develop atmosphere using sound.
Staging - You will look at the 8 different staging types and how their use will affect the design and 
use of a space.
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1.2

Key words
Forum / audience 
/ Educate / 
Narration / 4th Wall / 
non-naturalistic 
/ Morality 
/ Involvement 
/ Flexibility / Over-
exaggeration / Mime / 
cross-cutting / freeze-
frames / hot seating / 
Thought-tracking / 
flashbacks / Facial 
expressions / body 
language / gait / 
posture / gestures / 
Multi-roling / 
Audience 
participation / 
stimulus / Forum / 
audience / Educate / 
Narration / 4th Wall / 
non-naturalistic 
/ Morality 
/ Involvement 
/ Flexibility / Over-
exaggeration / Mime / 
cross-cutting / freeze-
frames / hot seating / 
Thought-tracking / 
flashbacks / Facial 
expressions / body 
language / gait / 
posture / gestures

Mark Scheme
This project requires you to - Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance / Apply theatrical skills to 
realise artistic intentions in live performance / Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others.
Portfolio (30 marks, 900 words), Performance (15 marks, length depends on group size), Evaluation (15 marks, 1 and a half hours).

Thinking Questions
• Do I know what the 

teacher wants me to 
do?

• Do I know how to get 
the best marks 
possible?

• How do I find more 
information?

• Have I communicated 
everything I wanted 
to?

• Does everyone know 
what I mean?

• Have I included as 
many key terms in 
my writing as 
possible?

• Can I do more 
research on my own?

• How can I extend my 
work?

Key information about the topic
This half term you will working on Component 2 - Performing from a Text. This is a non-

exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner. 20% of the GCSE Drama. It is 
worth 60 marks. You will participate in a performance from a text, either as a performer or 

as a designer. You will be assessed on your performance or design in performance only. 
There is no written assessment element within this component.

Evidence required
You will need to make 
notes, complete 
homework, and do 
practice 
exam questions.

Preparing for Component 2
When selecting a text for performance, students are required to study two 10-minute extracts, within the 
context of the whole play, from one script of their own choice. The extracts studied must be key extracts 
from the text selected for study: they must each represent a scene or moment that is significant to the 
text as a whole. Whole plays must be studied to gain a practical understanding of drama. The chosen play 
must be different to your Component 3 texts and teachers can support with this. The performance need 
not use the full 20 minutes studied but must demonstrate understanding of both extracts. The 
performance must contain an appropriate amount of text from each 10-minute extract to make a coherent 
interpretation in performance. The text may be edited to create one coherent interpretation but 
must not contain any additional dialogue or characters. The performance may contain monologues but 
cannot consist solely of monologues. Designs should complement the text and also show consistency 
and/or progression in the content. For example, a full costume change might not be necessary, but the 
addition of an item to show a change in circumstance/time might well be appropriate. The performance or 
design must show consistency and/or development of character/theme, as appropriate to the role, 
between the two extracts.
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Drama

2.1
Key words

Action / Alter ego / Back 
story / Chorus/ chorus work 
/ Collage / Communal voice 
/ Conscience corridor (also 
known as 'conscience alley' 
or 'thought tunnel') 
/ Flashback / Forum 
theatre / Frame distancing 
/ Freeze-frame / Hot-
seating / Improvisation 
/ Narration / Narrator 
/ Pace / Pause / Pitch 
/ Ranking / Rehearsal 
techniques / Role reversal / 
Role transfer / Sculpting 
/ Soundscape / Split screen 
/ Tableau(x) / Tempo / 
Thoughts in the head or 
thought tracking / 
Transporting a character / 
Alienation / Anti-climax / 
Arena staging / Aside 
/ Audience / Auditorium 
/ Caricature / Character / 
Climax / Composite setting 
/ Dance drama / Dramatic 
irony / Dramatic tension 
/ End on staging / Epic 
theatre / Fourth wall 
/ Genre / Monologue 
/ Naturalism / Physical 
theatre / Promenade 
staging / Proscenium 
/ Realism / Style / Subtext / 
Theatre in the Round / 
Thrust stage / Traverse 
stage

Mark Scheme
This project requires you to - Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance
Top band marks require you to show - Highly effective application of vocal and physical skills throughout the performance / Coherent interpretation of character 
sustained throughout the performance / Excellent and highly effective communication with the audience, sustaining their interest throughout the performance 
/ An excellent, highly effective individual contribution to the performance which fully enhances the piece and clearly realises  the artistic intentions

Thinking Questions
• Do I know what the 

teacher wants me to 
do?

• Do I know how to get 
the best marks 
possible?

• How do I find more 
information?

• Have I communicated 
everything I wanted 
to?

• Does everyone know 
what I mean?

• Have I included as 
many key terms in 
my writing as 
possible?

• Can I do more 
research on my own?

• How can I extend my 
work?

Key information about the topic
This half term you will working on Component 2 - Performing from a Text. This is 
a non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner. 20% of the 
GCSE Drama. It is worth 60 marks. You will participate in a performance from a 

text, either as a performer or as a designer. You will be assessed on your 
performance or design in performance only. There is no written assessment 

element within this component.

Evidence required
You will need take part 
in a performance as a 
performer or designer, 
write artistic intentions 
forms.

Component 2 in reality
The piece must be performed live for a visiting examiner on a set date. The length of the piece will 
depend on the number of actors in the group and should be as follows: Group of two actors: 5-10 
minutes / Group of three actors: 7-12 minutes / Group of four actors: 9-14 minutes. Each actor 
must interact with other performers and/or the audience for a minimum of five minutes. Designers 
must realise their design in performance. However, as it is the design itself which is assessed, the 
technical equipment may be operated by someone else.
You will need to research and study the full script and then focus on two 10-minute extracts which 
are edited down to your set group time.
You will need to write 150 Artistic Intentions forms to submit 1 week before your exam. This is not 
assessed but is necessary to assist the examiner in assessing the realisation of artistic intentions.
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Drama

2.2
Key words

Action / Alter ego / Back 
story / Chorus/ chorus work 
/ Collage / Communal voice 
/ Conscience corridor (also 
known as 'conscience alley' 
or 'thought tunnel') 
/ Flashback / Forum 
theatre / Frame distancing 
/ Freeze-frame / Hot-
seating / Improvisation 
/ Narration / Narrator 
/ Pace / Pause / Pitch 
/ Ranking / Rehearsal 
techniques / Role reversal / 
Role transfer / Sculpting 
/ Soundscape / Split screen 
/ Tableau(x) / Tempo / 
Thoughts in the head or 
thought tracking / 
Transporting a character / 
Alienation / Anti-climax / 
Arena staging / Aside 
/ Audience / Auditorium 
/ Caricature / Character / 
Climax / Composite setting 
/ Dance drama / Dramatic 
irony / Dramatic tension 
/ End on staging / Epic 
theatre / Fourth wall 
/ Genre / Monologue 
/ Naturalism / Physical 
theatre / Promenade 
staging / Proscenium 
/ Realism / Style / Subtext / 
Theatre in the Round / 
Thrust stage / Traverse 
stage

Mark Scheme
The exam requires you to - Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance / Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in 
live performance / Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed / Analyse and evaluate their own work and 
the work of others.
Top marks – You need to look at the mark schemes for the questions and to find out what each style of question needs to you discuss.

Thinking Questions
• Do I know what the 

teacher wants me to 
do?

• Do I know how to get 
the best marks 
possible?

• How do I find more 
information?

• Have I communicated 
everything I wanted 
to?

• Does everyone know 
what I mean?

• Have I included as 
many key terms in 
my writing as 
possible?

• Can I do more 
research on my own?

• How can I extend my 
work?

Key information about the topic
This half term you will working on Component 1 The Exam - Interpreting 

Theatre. This is a written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. There are 60 marks 
available. 45 marks on FIND ME (set text) and 15 marks on Live Theatre.

You will be focused on FIND ME content and context this half term.
We will look at structuring exam answers and creating your own response to the 

work as a performer, designer, director and audience member.

Evidence required
You will need take part 
in workshops, read the 
script, take notes, 
practice exam 
questions.

Component 2 Section A
For your set text FIND ME you will need to consider how the text is constructed and how 
performances create meaning through:

 the characteristics of the performance text, including, genre, structure, character, form and style, 
language/dialogue, stage directions 

 the social, historical and cultural context including the theatrical conventions of the period in 
which the performance text was created 

 how meaning is interpreted and communicated through; performance conventions, use of 
performance space and spatial relationships on stage, including the impact of different stages 
(proscenium arch, theatre in round, traverse and thrust) on at least one scene, relationships 
between performer and audience, the design of lighting, sound, set (including props) and costume 
and make-up, the actor's vocal and physical interpretation of character.
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3.1
Key words

Action / Alter ego / Back 
story / Chorus/ chorus work 
/ Collage / Communal voice 
/ Conscience corridor (also 
known as 'conscience alley' 
or 'thought tunnel') 
/ Flashback / Forum 
theatre / Frame distancing 
/ Freeze-frame / Hot-
seating / Improvisation 
/ Narration / Narrator 
/ Pace / Pause / Pitch 
/ Ranking / Rehearsal 
techniques / Role reversal / 
Role transfer / Sculpting 
/ Soundscape / Split screen 
/ Tableau(x) / Tempo / 
Thoughts in the head or 
thought tracking / 
Transporting a character / 
Alienation / Anti-climax / 
Arena staging / Aside 
/ Audience / Auditorium 
/ Caricature / Character / 
Climax / Composite setting 
/ Dance drama / Dramatic 
irony / Dramatic tension 
/ End on staging / Epic 
theatre / Fourth wall 
/ Genre / Monologue 
/ Naturalism / Physical 
theatre / Promenade 
staging / Proscenium 
/ Realism / Style / Subtext / 
Theatre in the Round / 
Thrust stage / Traverse 
stage

Mark Scheme
The exam requires you to - Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance / Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in 
live performance / Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed / Analyse and evaluate their own work and 
the work of others.
Top marks – You need to look at the mark schemes for the questions and to find out what each style of question needs to you discuss.

Thinking Questions
• Do I know what the 

teacher wants me to 
do?

• Do I know how to get 
the best marks 
possible?

• How do I find more 
information?

• Have I communicated 
everything I wanted 
to?

• Does everyone know 
what I mean?

• Have I included as 
many key terms in 
my writing as 
possible?

• Can I do more 
research on my own?

• How can I extend my 
work?

Key information about the topic
This half term you will working on Component 1 The Exam - Interpreting 

Theatre. This is a written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. There are 60 marks 
available. 45 marks on FIND ME (set text) and 15 marks on Live Theatre.

You will be focused on Live Theatre reviews this half term.
We will look at structuring exam answers and creating your own response to the 

work as a performer, designer, director and audience member.

Evidence required
You will need take part 
in workshops, read the 
script, take notes, 
practice exam 
questions.

Component 2 Section B
For section B you will need to analyse and evaluate one piece of live theatre. You are expected to 
analyse and evaluate how meaning is communicated through the role of theatre makers in 
contemporary professional performance. You must consider the role of the:
· actor - interpretation of character, character interaction, vocal skills, movement skills
· designer - creation of mood and atmosphere, use of performance space, lighting, sound, set and 
props, costume and make-up
· director - interpretation and style, performance conventions, spatial relationships on stage, 
relationship between performer and audience
· reaction and response – individual, audience.
Section B will give you a choice of two long essay style exam questions. You will need to pick one 
and answer this as fully as possible using the Live Theatre piece you have studied in class.
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