


Dear Parents, Carers, Students and
all Friends of Colfox Academy,

We have enjoyed another fantastic and incredibly busy half term, and it is great to
be able to share some of the brilliant things your children have achieved and
enjoyed in this Christmas newsletter.

Well done Year 11 for working hard on your GCSEs and during your Mock Exams.
This is a crucial time for Year 11, as when we come back there will only be 12
weeks of school left. Parents and Carers please encourage them to work hard at
home, their efforts will be rewarded, there is a useful blog here about how to best
support them. Well done Year 10 for making a brilliant start to your GCSE courses,
it won’t be long before work experience. Year 10 are also benefitting from Careers
Advice Interviews at the moment. Our lower school have done very well, Year 9
are getting ready to choose their GCSE options next term and Year 8 are starting
to lead House and Sporting events, well done to Year 7 for settling in very well. It
has been great to see our Sixth Form centre so busy, Year 13s worked hard on
their Mock Exams and Year 12 have settled in well and have made a great start.

This half term we have been looking back and celebrating 25 years of Colfox! Our
school was opened by HRH Princess Anne in December 1999, replacing an old and
outgrown building. Do you remember the opening? Or do you have any special
memories? Please share, email: colfoxmemories@colfox.dorset.sch.uk     

This term we have enjoyed many wonderful trips, visits and events. Thank you to
all Teachers and Support Staff who give up their time to organise so many
enriching experiences for our Students. This half term alone Students have
enjoyed a Music Trip to London, a Science trip to Bristol, a Geography trip to
Bristol and Iceland. 
 

https://tenpencemore.wordpress.com/2023/03/23/supporting-children-with-exams-what-can-parents-and-carers-do/
mailto:colfoxmemories@colfox.dorset.sch.uk


We enjoyed our first Colfox 8Fun and Wellbeing Fair9 this half term. The aim is to
support our Students9 wellbeing by promoting fun activities, hobbies, sports,
crafts and more. This is important as getting involved, joining in and having fun is
very positive for wellbeing and mental health. I was very proud to see our Students
helping promote the Clubs they enjoy to their peers. Please encourage your child
to join some of our free lunchtime or after school clubs. 

We also enjoyed hosting the Bridport Literary Festival, which gave Students the
opportunity to enjoy author talks and meet the writers themselves. We also hosted
our MP Edward Morello during UK Parliament Week and more than 80 Students
who hold Leadership Positions at Colfox were invited to take part in a debate with
him, which went very well, more details here.    

There has been a lot of great events going on in Maths, see if you can solve the
Maths Week puzzles in this newsletter! We also enjoyed the GCHQ code breaking
challenge and fun on Fibonacci Day. The marking of Remembrance Day was very
moving, well done to all Students who helped raise money for Bridport9s Royal
British Legion. We have raised funds for many other causes, chosen by students
during House Days and Rag Week, thank you to our Sixth Form for creating lots of
fun in the run up to Christmas. We also enjoyed the Carol Concert, which was
fantastic and lots more festive fun at the Christmas Readathon.       

Don9t forget that over the holidays you can enjoy lots of free bestsellers, audio
books and magazines, via the SORA reading platform - check it out and save £££!
Students can log in using their usual school password. You can also get access to
hit National Theatre productions Username: 2Vd.4Ra/ Password: 5Cy#1Yf-  

We look forward to welcoming all Students back on Tuesday 7 January (Week B)
and I wish you all a Peaceful and Happy Christmas. 
Yours sincerely,

Adam Shelley, Headteacher       
 

https://www.colfox.org/wellnessfair
https://www.colfox.org/news/?pid=7&nid=1&storyid=45
https://soraapp.com/
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/custom-browse?docid=nationalTheatreCollections12


Fair Promotes Fun and
Wellness at Colfox

8Get Involved and Feel Good9 - that was the message to our students at a special
exhibition promoting fun activities, hobbies, local clubs, wellness and more! 

Thank you to all providers who exhibited, the Jurassic Coast Social Prescribing Service,
and to students who volunteered to help promote the clubs and societies that they are
part of to their peers. 

Adam Shelley, Headteacher said: <It was great to see our Students encouraging others
to join in, get involved, try something new and feel good. The atmosphere in our hall
was absolutely buzzing as hundreds of students enjoyed the fair. Students loved trying
new things like rowing, music, crafts, dance and exploring new hobbies and activities
like motor carting, sea angling, competitive swimming, rugby, creative writing and
more. Thank you to the Jurassic Coast Social Prescribing Service and all the exhibitors
including all the services and charities who came to promote wellness.= 

Students volunteered to help promote organisations that they are part of at the
exhibition and were helping at lots of stalls including the Bridport Barracudas, Bridport
Community Shed, Ascape and Bridport Bandits. Well done also to students who are
part of Bridport Youth Dance for performing brilliantly on stage throughout the fair.

Emelia in Year 8, was one of many student volunteers. She said: <I enjoyed telling
people about the Barracudas and competitive swimming, it was a great atmosphere,
there were so many stalls offering lots of different things.= 

Jake in Year 10, pictured below, helped on the Bridport Bandits stall, showing students
a go-kart vehicle that the group have helped build. He said: <I’m here to let other
students know about the club, we get to build cars and race them, it is really fun.= 



Fun & Wellbeing Fair! 

Thank you to all the exhibitors including Ascape, support group for autistic and socially
anxious young people, B#Sharp Music Group, Bridport Bandits Youth Motor Karting
Project, Barracudas Swimming Club, Bridport Gig Rowing Club, Bridport Community
Shed, Bridport Leisure Centre, Bridport Rugby Club, Bridport Youth Centre, Bridport
Youth Dance, Dorset Council Youth Workers and Family Help, Bridport Library, Kooth
Mental Health Support Service, Mytime Young Carers, Space Youth Project, the
National Trust, the Bank of Dreams and Nightmares, West Bay Sea Angling Club,
Volunteer Centre Dorset and health providers including Mental Health in School,
Sexual Health and School Nursing teams. 



Fun & Wellbeing Fair! 



Students enjoyed debating with their MP Edward Morello when he visited the school as
part of UK Parliament Week. 

More than 80 students, who hold Leadership Positions at Colfox, were invited to take
part in the debate with Mr Morello MP, they also asked him many searching questions
about issues facing young people in Dorset during a question-and-answer session.

Head Students Oliver and George (pictured above left) organised the debate, with
Oliver proposing the notion 8the United Kingdom should make their own laws and not
be subjected to matters of international law9. Opposing the notion, George successfully
argued that international frameworks help defend rights and freedoms internationally.
A show of hands showed many students agreed with George9s opposition.

Students involved in one of the many leadership opportunities in the school, such as
House Council, Sports Captains, Anti-Bullying and Rights-Respecting Ambassadors –
were invited to attend. During the question-and-answer session, Year 11 Student and
House Captain Spencer (pictured above right) asked an excellent question about the
need for more affordable local housing, and Mr Morello gave an impassioned reply.

MP Edward Morello debates with Students



Head Student Oliver, in Year 12, said: <It was interesting to hear how Mr Morello got
involved in politics, became an MP, his view on issues facing our community and how he
plans to tackle vital issues like housing that affect local people. It was great to see
students being invigorated and inspired by a charismatic political speaker, he really got
across how important it is that more young people vote."

Edward Morello MP said: <It was an absolute pleasure to meet with so many Colfox
students. The debate was extremely well informed, and their questions were tough and
well-considered. It was clear they had given considerable thought to the issues that
affect them and their wider community. UK Parliament Week is a fantastic opportunity
for students to engage with the political process and I9m grateful to the Sir John Colfox
Academy for participating.=

Adam Teasdale, Head of Sixth Form and Personal Development, said: <As always, the
students of Colfox were brilliant. They thought carefully about the debate and asked
some excellent questions, including personal questions that were brave and eloquently
delivered. Mr Morello gave some excellent advice to students who want to make a
difference in our local community. Student Voice and empowering students to be
leaders with the power to change things is valued at Colfox. We were proud to be the
first secondary school in the southwest to achieve UNICEF9s 8Gold9 Rights Respecting
Schools Award – meaning students9 rights are valued and their voices are heard. I think
Mr Morello was quite pleased to hear that Colfox students also chose to elect him in the
summer, when we ran a Colfox general election to mirror the UK general election.=



Colfox Remembers
Colfox Remembers - We fell silent on
Remembrance Day as we paid tribute to the
sacrifices made for us. Well done to all students
who took part in creating our Poppy Wall of
Remembrance, pictured above. Thank you also
to Students who volunteered to sell Poppies in
school to raise money for the Royal British
Legion’s important work helping veterans.     



Bridport Literary Festival
Comes to Colfox!

We were delighted to welcome Children's Laureate Joseph Coelho, Classicist
Daisy Dunn, Poet Gill Barr, the public and primary schools to Colfox, as part of
Bridport Literary Festival.  

Students from Bridport Primary School, Burton Bradstock and St Mary9s joined
Year 7 Colfox students to hear a brilliant and engaging talk by outgoing
Children9s Laureate Mr Coelho. The invited schools are all part of the growing
Initio Learning Trust, which Colfox is proud to be a part of. Students got the
opportunity to hear Mr Coelho read his work 8Relic Hamilton and the Genie
Hunter9 and ask him lots of questions!

Daisy in Year 7 said, <His book is all about genies and genie hunters. The way he
spoke about it made me want to read it. It sounded exciting and it was
interesting to hear how he became a writer.=



The public joined Colfox9s Ancient History, Ancient Greek and Latin students for a
talk by Classicist and acclaimed author Daisy Dunn, who gave a fascinating talk
about her new book 8The Missing Thread, a New History of the Ancient World
Through the Women Who Shaped it9.

Daisy said: <I so enjoyed speaking at the Sir John Colfox Academy, as part of the
Bridport Literary Festival, the academy has launched a Classics Hub so pupils
have the chance to learn Greek, Latin and Ancient History. This is brilliant news.=

The Classics Hub at the Sir John Colfox Academy was launched last year in
response to students' growing interest in studying the ancient world.

Millie in Year 10, said: "I really enjoyed the lecture, it was interesting to hear more
about the lives of women in the ancient world. We got to ask Daisy questions and
chat to her at the end, it was fascinating to hear about her book.=

Poet, tutor and former Colfox English teacher Gill Barr held a brilliant poetry
workshop for students interested in becoming writers. Gill said: <The students
were a delight, friendly, engaged and with capacious imaginations!=

Adam Teasdale, Head of Sixth Form, said: <It was great to welcome Bridport
Literary Festival to Colfox once again, our students enjoyed the talks - which were
fascinating - and loved meeting Joseph Coelho and Daisy Dunn. Our thanks to
both of them. Thank you also to Joanna Jacobson, Festival Administrator. 



Meet Hubble the Hamster!
Hubble needed a home and he has found one at Colfox! He is a beautiful Siberian
Hamster and has settled into his large enclosure in Ms David’s classroom.
Hamsters are solitary creatures who prefer to live alone but he gets plenty of
attention from students, when he isn’t sleeping, which is a lot of the time!  

Rugby Triumph well done Year 10! 

Well done to Colfox’s Year
10 Boys Rugby Team who
triumphed to become
joint winners of the Under
15s County Rugby
Tournament!     



Students in Year 10 enjoyed a Geography Field trip to Bristol to carry out surveys, collect
data and explore human Geography.      

Geography Field Trip to Bristol

Amanda Nicoll Subject Leader Geography

I recently shared the wonders of space exploration with Year 9
and 10 students at Purbeck School. Through engaging hands-on
activities, we delved into the exciting world of rockets and the
challenges of asteroid collisions.

Students had the chance to design and launch their own
pressure rockets, experiment with hydrogen-oxygen propulsion,
and even try on a real Soviet Union astronaut helmet and
spacesuit! A highlight of the event was the opportunity to touch
a piece of the Moon, a 4.5 billion-year-old asteroid.

Ms Lowri David, Colfox Lead Practitioner Science & STEM and
National Space Academy Space to Learn Space Advocate

Inspiring Future Astronauts: A Space Adventure 

By exploring the origins and composition of asteroids, students gained a deeper understanding of
our solar system and the potential threats they pose. With their rockets soaring to impressive
heights, reaching a peak of 43 meters, these young minds were ignited with curiosity and a passion
for science.



We love celebrating Maths so we chose to have fun on Fibonacci Day -
creating art inspired by the Fibonacci Sequence. The Fibonacci Sequence is
where each number is the sum of the two preceding numbers: 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8,
13, 21, 34, 55, 89, 144 and so on. The sequence occurs frequently in Maths
and in nature, where examples include branching of some trees, the
arrangements of leaves on stems such as ferns and pinecones.

      

 

Celebrating Fibonacci Day! 



We enjoyed Maths Week in November, with Escape Room competitions, a Dr
Frost contest, a Teacher Treasure Hunt and daily puzzles. Winners were
awarded House Points and entered into a raffle draw  The Daily Puzzles which
were displayed throughout school, are below - how many can you solve?   

      

 

Maths Week Fun, Escape Rooms,
puzzle contests & treasure hunts! 



We enjoyed a visit from Artist Sarah Butterworth, who led a screen printing
workshop with gifted, talented and enthusiastic Year 8 Art Students. The
session involved using natural forms to explore print making techniques, as
well as developing ideas for a community project, the 8Powerstock Hills Art
and Nature Project9. Students produced some brilliant work! 

Artist visit & Printing Workshop 



Colfox Christmas Carol Concert  

We enjoyed another wonderfully
festive Colfox Carol Concert at St
Mary’s Church, well done to all
performers, Colfox Choir, Colfox
Orchestra - it was brilliant!

Thank you also to St Mary’s
Church for such a warm welcome!    



Colfox Christmas Reading
The fantastic speech below, which encapsulates the values of Colfox, was
written and read at the Carol Concert by Oliver Chaning-Pearce, in Year 12: 

Good evening, Ladies and Gentlemen, my name is Oliver Chaning-Pearce, and
I’m in Year 12 at Colfox,  thank you for having me here on behalf of the school
to talk about Christmas and Colfox’s impact on the wider community and
world. 

As we are midway through the Advent period, we all reflect on those that
cannot celebrate Christmas to its full extent, both within and outside our
country. Christmas is a time for celebration of new life, and God’s love for
humanity. These values that Christmas represents can and should be
experienced by all. I am grateful to the organisations that help countless
people across the world this Christmas time, funded by support from normal
people. And I thank those normal people, including everyone sat in this church,
that despite individual differences have contributed to helping others, be it
the parents who donate part of their weekly shop, the volunteers in our
community or the children who show unparalleled kindness to their fellow
students at Colfox.  

At Colfox, we understand that Christmas can bring a mix of emotions. For some
of our students and their families, this time of year is incredibly difficult but
despite the increasing hardships and challenges posed, our school, like our
wider community persists and even grows to meet these challenges. Be it
through pastoral support, Student Voice, or our library’s commitment to give
all young people an equal opportunity to read, Colfox is committed to
nurturing not only academic growth but also character development. 



Colfox Christmas Reading
By discussing the lessons of history, the power of empathy, and the
significance of faith, we hope that, as the leaders of the future, we will avoid
the mistakes of the past. Now more than ever, it falls to us to resolve
challenges such as Climate Change, reliance on fossil fuels and global division
to develop the world that our ancestors have left behind. 

Since COVID-19 and arguably before, world morale seems to be on a steep
decline with divisions, especially economic, among people being more
prevalent than ever. At Colfox, we know the compassionate and caring world
we want to live in and use available platforms to show this. I always see
Christmas as a unifying factor at school: students buy candy canes and face
paint for their friends and tutor groups often have Secret Santa. These small
acts speak of a larger ability to care for their peers and wider community,
despite the media’s depiction of a divided society. At Colfox things such as
gender, ethnicity, religion or political outlook are not points of conflict, no,
these variations only make us stronger, and it is this strength that we will carry
into adulthood. 

I know that many of you have seen the world change in ways we as children
could never fully understand. You’ve witnessed advances in technology, shifts
in society, and the evolution of our nation and its global position. And yet, I
believe that the core principles of love, respect, and faith, taught both in
school and in church, are eternal. And it is with these principles that the
students at Colfox will forge an even brighter future.  

Thank you once again Ladies and Gentlemen, and on behalf of everyone at
Colfox, I wish you all good health, happiness, and a Merry Christmas. 

By Oliver Chaning-Pearce, Year 12 



Readathon and Christmas Fun!
We had fun in the library sharing Christmas stories, thank you to all
teachers who came to read! Thanks also to the 8Friends of Colfox9 for
providing such lovely Christmas crafts. We also made possibly the
longest paper chain in the whole of Bridport! 



Iceland Trip 2024

Students enjoyed an amazing trip, experiencing the Northern lights,
glacier walking, swimming in natural geothermal pools, lava shows,
geysers, volcanoes, a tour of the capital Reykjavík and more!  



Iceland Trip 2024



Iceland Trip 2024



Iceland Trip 2024



We are Curious
Science Trip

Students from Year 7 and 8 enjoyed a trip to 8We are Curious9

one of the UK9s biggest interactive Science centres. We also

enjoyed a show in its 3D Planetarium, the only one in the UK!

The centre by Bristol9s Harbourside is amazing and the

interactive science activities and experiments were great fun

to explore.     

Ms Lowri David Lead Practitioner Science



London
Music 
Trip! 

Students headed to London in December for a music experience GCSE
and Enrichment trip and saw 8Back to the Future the Musical9. It was a
fantastic show. We also enjoyed a visit to the Tower of London and
seeing all the festive lights. 

Mr Brian Hocking, Music Subject Leader

Friends of Colfox Update
Everyone is welcome at our next meeting on 15 January,
please join us for tea, coffee and biscuits in the Library
after school at 3.30pm. 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered at the Colfox
Christmas Carol Concert, it was good fun and very festive! 



Blue Planet Club9s campaign to reduce plastics by encouraging
Students to re-use their water bottles is continuing, after they led
efforts earlier in the year to secure Colfox 8Ocean Friendly School9
status, awarded by the Martime Conservation Society (MCS). 

  

“

Blue Planet Club - update 

Colfox Marine Photographer 2024  
Well done to all entrants in Blue Planet Club9s Marine Photography Competition,
here are some of the entrants, category9s included Mankind9s Impact, Wide Angle
and Close-Up.
  

“



School Show  
We are looking forward to performing our school show
Macbeth next month!

We will be performing the Shakespearean tragedy at Colfox
and tickets will be available on the door and are also available
now on 8My Child at School9 (MCAS). Students have been very
busy rehearsing. Don't miss it!  

Mrs Emma Holder - Subject Leader of Performing Arts 

JANUARY 23 - 24



 FREE Magazines available on SORA!
Save cash, 500+ almost everything available!

Save £100s, Students can now get bestselling magazines - New Scientist, Lego,
Fortnite, Coding for Kids, Vanity Fair, Vogue, the New Yorker, Good Housekeeping,
House and Garden, Textiles, Music, National Geographic, Film, Chess, Cookery,
Sport, the list is endless and all amazing titles! 
 
We have paid for all students to have access to them via our online reading
platform SORA, just use your usual school log in, it's easy! A 8how to use SORA9
guide is below. Downloading the free app avoids the log-in process. Take a look,
there is lots for Parents to enjoy too! 

Library News



Get FREE bestsellers, magazines,
graphic novels & audio books online! 

Use Sora at home (its easy)
like a Kindle - but free! 
Here is the 8how to9 guide: 



All our Sports Clubs are free and great fun for everyone, even if you don't think you are
sporty, come along & have some fun!  Well done to everyone who took part this term:  

We 
 

 Sport!

 

You can follow 8colfox_sports9 on Instagram 



Join a Club, come along at lunch or after
school & try something new! Joining is free
and there is lots on offer including Badminton,
Art, Chess, Bench Ball, Hockey, Creative
Writing, Football, Netball, Table Tennis,
Textiles, Dungeons & Dragons, Rugby, Cross
Country. Pythagoras Club is a new Maths club
on Wed Lunch starting in Nov in A109. Details
of all Clubs are available on our website and
on the Clubs Display in the Street.   

Join a Free Club! Try Something New!
 

Help with Homework available  
We provide two Homework Clubs to support students with their studies.
Students can attend Homework Club in the Library, which is open from
Mon to Thur until 5pm. We also offer a Homework Club in SEN, which is
open until 4.30pm from Mon to Thur.   

Lunchtime Clubs: 



Join a Free Club! Try Something New!

  Lunchtime Clubs:

 

 After School Clubs:

 

New Club - Wed Lunch



Could you offer Work Experience? 
We are appealing to businesses, charities, public sector organisations
and other workplaces to provide high quality work experience for our
students.  

We are keen to offer a wide range of interesting work placements to
encourage students to aim high and explore different career paths. 
 
Michael Thompson, Head of Careers at the Sir John Colfox Academy,
said: <We have a wonderfully supportive community in Bridport and we
already have a range of great work experience placements, but we are
always looking for more opportunities to offer our students.  

<It is a fantastic opportunity for businesses and workplaces to give
something back to our community and to inspire the next generation
to join them in their field. Our work experience programme is very
successful, and our students have previously succeeded in achieving
offers of paid work or apprenticeships. This has been fantastic for
them and for the workplaces they have joined.= 

We are looking for week-long work experience placements for Year 10
students, who are aged 14-15, at the end of March 2025. Any business
or workplace interested in finding out more should contact Michael
Thompson, Head of Careers at the Sir John Colfox Academy, via email:
Thompsonm@colfox.dorset.sch.uk or office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 
Thank you!

mailto:Thompsonm@colfox.dorset.sch.uk
mailto:office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk


Help with uniform 
If you need help with uniform 
Please contact us we may be able to provide families in need with
uniform help, we also have some free second hand uniform available
which has been donated to us. Please email us if you need assistance:
office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk     

Please donate unwanted school uniform – Thank you! 
Please donate school uniform, ties, PE kit (without names on the back)
and sports equipment that you no longer need. Please donate uniform
that is in good condition, we are grateful if you could wash it first. Please
drop it off to reception. Thank you, your generosity will help others.
  
 Please make sure your child has the correct uniform  
Advice on uniform is available on our website here.    

Helpers needed! Friends of Colfox 
We are looking for volunteers to join our 8Friends of Colfox9 group, one of
the things the group does to help students and support families is help
sort through uniform donations, and launder any that need attention. If
you can help please contact: office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk   

  

https://www.colfox.org/page/?title=Uniform&pid=64


We wish you all a very Peaceful
Christmas! 

Thank you for reading!


