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July 2025

Dear Parent/Guardian

End of Year 10 Letter

I am writing to you after a very busy year for Year 10. It has been a pleasure to see that the students have been fully involved in school life with lots of involvement in House events, sports competitions and educational visits and sports leadership. Students engaged well with the Sixth Form and  Yeovil College days, and I am sure this is getting them thinking a lot more about next steps, which will be further explored in the Autumn Term. I hope students have a good rest over the holidays, so they are ready to come back and work efficiently and successfully  in Year 11.

Year 11

Key Dates for Autumn Term
Return to school - Monday 8 September
Year 11 Success Evening – Tuesday 16 September.
Year 11 Parents’ Evening – Tuesday 21 October – this will be in person.
November Mock Exams – Monday 10 November to Friday 21 November

Attendance 
Attendance is crucial to success. Staying over 95% will have a huge impact in how well your child does. I know many students have had excellent attendance this year and built lots of resilience. I also know it can be hard at times, but even if your child is a bit unwell next year, it will be really important for them to get in. Please contact myself or the pastoral team in the hub so we can support this if needs be. Regular attendance is one of the biggest factors in GCSE success. Students with 95% attendance or higher are nearly twice as likely to achieve five or more GCSEs at grades 4–9, including English and Maths. In contrast, those with attendance below 90% (classed as persistently absent) see a significant drop in performance, often losing a full grade across subjects. Missing even 17 days in a school year can have a serious impact on outcomes. As Year 11 begins, attending every day really does make a difference to your child’s future opportunities.

Behaviour
I’ve been really pleased with how well Year 10 students have conducted themselves this year, with very few behaviour concerns. Their positive attitude and commitment to staying focused in lessons have laid a strong foundation for success in Year 11. As we move into this important final year, continuing to show respect in all
interactions and making the most of every lesson will give students the best chance to achieve their goals and reach their full potential.

Uniform
Please support the school by ensuring your child returns in September wearing the correct uniform, in line with our policy. As we move out of the summer term, all students should wear shirts, ties, and blazers rather than polo shirts. We particularly ask for care to be taken with the length of girls’ skirts, which must be no shorter than just above the knee.
Our aim is to maintain a positive, respectful environment for all students and staff. Addressing uniform issues in time for the start of term helps prevent unnecessary confrontation or disruption to learning. Students who do not meet uniform expectations will be asked to make appropriate changes, and where necessary, consequences will be applied until the issue is resolved. We greatly appreciate your support in helping us uphold these standards consistently.

Equipment
The new school year is also a good opportunity to reinforce our expectations around equipment. Students should be bringing the following items to school every day: black/blue pens, green pen, pencil, highlighter, rubber, ruler and calculator. These items will be checked daily from September in tutor time. We will support students initially who are struggling to organise themselves with equipment but will follow up with further consequences for students who are continually arriving to school without the resources they need. Please support us and your child by making sure they have this equipment when they return in September.

On a personal note: moving from Northampton to Dorset after 30 years of teaching in the Midlands has been a challenge, but the reward I feel when I am fortunate to work with such a great bunch of students and supportive parents is really satisfying. 

I would like to pass on a huge thank you from myself and the students of Year 10 for the ongoing pastoral support the tutors provide them every day. It is obvious to me how much each tutor cares for their tutees and I feel confident that your child will be well supported in Year 11.

In addition, I very much thank you for your support as well; as without a strong home-school link, the children would not be in as good a position to succeed. 

I hope you and your families all have an enjoyable and pleasant summer. 

Warmest Regards


Justin Maybury
Head of Year 10
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Inspiring Learning, Achieving Excellence
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