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July 2025

Dear Parents,

As we reach the end of a successful school year, I’d like to thank you for your continued support. Year 8 has flown by, and it’s been a privilege to see our students grow, achieve, and make the most of the opportunities available to them.

This term has been packed with events, from House competitions to Sports Day to trips, where students have shown impressive resilience, teamwork, and enthusiasm. It’s been great to see so many of them getting involved and encouraging one another. Thank you also to those who attended Junior Prize Giving—we are proud of the hard work and achievement shown by so many Year 8 students this year.

The recent Year 8 reports reflect strong progress and effort, which will be especially important as they enter Year 9 and begin thinking about GCSE options. We’ll share more about this process later in the year, but it’s essential that students continue to give their best in all subjects next year to keep their options open.

Looking Ahead to September

Equipment
The new school year is a good opportunity to reinforce our expectations around equipment. Students should be bringing the following items to school every day: black/blue pens, green pen, pencil, highlighter, rubber, ruler and calculator. These items will be checked daily from September in tutor time. We will support students initially who are struggling to organise themselves with equipment but will follow up with further consequences for students who are continually arriving to school without the resources they need. Please support us and your child by making sure they have this equipment when they return in September.

Uniform
Please support the school by ensuring your child returns in September wearing the correct uniform, in line with our policy. As we move out of the summer term, all students should wear shirts, ties, and blazers rather than polo shirts. We particularly ask for care to be taken with the length of girls’ skirts, which must be no shorter than just above the knee. 
Our aim is to maintain a positive, respectful environment for all students and staff. Addressing uniform issues in time for the start of term helps prevent unnecessary confrontation or disruption to learning. Students who do not meet uniform expectations will be asked to make appropriate changes, and where necessary, consequences will be applied until the issue is resolved. We appreciate your support in helping us uphold these standards consistently. If you have any questions about uniform, please contact your child’s tutor.
 
Communication & Attendance
A strong and positive home-school relationship is vital to every child's success, and we greatly value open and respectful communication with families. Together, by reinforcing our shared priorities, we can continue to support every student to thrive positively.
Please continue to contact your child’s tutor with any concerns about progress, behaviour, uniform, friendships, or attendance. If your child is unwell or has a medical appointment, contact us via the absence line or at: 
attendance@colfox.dorset.sch.uk

Year 9 Tutors:

· A8KWr – Miss Whitaker (whitakerk@colfox.dorset.sch.uk)
· F8WL – Mr Lowis (lowisw@colfox.dorset.sch.uk)
· H8AW – Mr Wilson (wilsona@colfox.dorset.sch.uk)
· H8RFP – Mrs Pearce & Mrs Shelley (pearcer@colfox.dorset.sch.uk / shelleyk@colfox.dorset.sch.uk) 
· T8EMA – Mrs Ashman (ashmana@colfox.dorset.sch.uk)

Please feel free to contact me for any major concerns at: burdenn@colfox.dorset.sch.uk

I hope you all have a lovely summer break. I look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday 8 September. 

Kind regards,

Natalie Burden
Head of Year 8
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Inspiring Learning, Achieving Excellence
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Initio Learning Trust, a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales with company number 09362C04.
Registered office address: ¢/o Allenbourn Middle School, East Borough, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 1PL. Initic Learning Trust is an exempt charity.




