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July 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of another academic year, I wanted to take a moment to reflect on what has been an excellent year for our Year 9 students. It has been a pleasure to watch them grow academically, but also as thoughtful, mature young people.

This year has marked a significant milestone for them as they made their GCSE option choices. I have been genuinely impressed by the maturity and seriousness with which they approached this process. Their thoughtful decisions reflect a growing awareness of their strengths, interests, and ambitions. I have every confidence that they will return in September ready to embrace the challenges of Key Stage 4 and achieve excellent results.

We have also seen a sustained improvement in the attitude of our Year 9s, particularly in terms of attendance, punctuality, and uniform. These positive changes have made it easier for us to have meaningful, supportive conversations with students and to focus on helping them achieve their best.

Please support the school by ensuring your child returns in September wearing the correct uniform, in line with our policy. As we move out of the summer term, all students should wear shirts, ties, and blazers rather than polo shirts. We particularly ask for care to be taken with the length of girls’ skirts, which must be no shorter than just above the knee.

Our aim is to maintain a positive, respectful environment for all students and staff. Addressing uniform issues in time for the start of term helps prevent unnecessary confrontation or disruption to learning. Students who do not meet uniform expectations will be asked to make appropriate changes, and where necessary, consequences will be applied until the issue is resolved. We greatly appreciate your support in helping us uphold these standards consistently.

Looking ahead to Year 10, it is more important than ever that students come to school fully equipped each day. This helps them make the most of every lesson and prepares them for the demands of their GCSEs. Over the summer, please ensure your child has the following items ready for September:

· Pens (black/blue and green)
· Pencils
· Ruler
· Rubber
· Calculator
· Highlighters
These items will be checked daily from September in tutor time. We will support students initially who are struggling to organise themselves with equipment but will follow up with further consequences for students who are continually arriving to school without the resources they need. Please support us and your child by making sure they have this equipment when they return in September.
Attendance also becomes increasingly important throughout Years 10 and 11. Research shows that students with attendance of 95% or higher are far more likely to achieve strong passes in their GCSEs, particularly in core subjects like English and Maths. Every day in school counts, and we will continue to work closely with families to support excellent attendance.

Throughout next year, we will be offering students regular advice and support on how to revise effectively and manage their time, as well as how to look after their mental and physical wellbeing. We know that GCSEs can be a challenging time, and we are committed to helping every student feel confident, supported, and prepared.

Beyond the classroom, our Year 9 students have taken full advantage of the many opportunities available to them. From representing the school in sports, to engaging in spirited debates, to participating in enriching trips and experiences. This has included visits to Weymouth College, the Bank of Dreams and Nightmares, and the Duke of Edinburgh Award. They have shown enthusiasm, curiosity, and a willingness to step outside their comfort zones.

Perhaps most impressively, they have begun to emerge as leaders within our school community. Whether through formal roles or simply by setting a positive example for others, they are showing the kind of responsibility and integrity that will serve them well in the years ahead.

As we look forward to welcoming them back in Year 10, I am excited to see how they will continue to grow and thrive. I hope many of them will choose to stay with us at Colfox for their A-levels, building on the strong foundation they are laying now.

Finally, I want to sincerely thank you for your ongoing communication and support this year. Your involvement makes a real difference, and we are grateful for the partnership we have with you. Working together is key to helping our students achieve their very best, and we look forward to continuing that collaboration in the year ahead.

Wishing you and your families a restful and enjoyable summer break.

Thanks,

Ed Westley
Head of Y9
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Inspiring Learning, Achieving Excellence
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