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11 September 2025

Dear Parents,

Re: Mobile Phones, Social Media, and Online Safety – Key Stage 3

I hope that your child has enjoyed their first few days back at school. They certainly seem to have made a good start.

I am writing to remind you of the school's expectations around mobile phones, smart watches, and students' access to social media, as well as to ask for your support in keeping all children safe both in and out of school.

Mobile Phones and Smart Watches in School

As part of our safeguarding policy, mobile phones and smart watches are not permitted to be used on school premises. If a student brings a device to school, it must be switched off and stored securely in their bag throughout the day. Any phone or smart watch seen or heard during the school day will be confiscated and returned following school policy.

Social Media and Online Behaviour

We are increasingly aware of issues arising from students’ use of social media outside of school, including the sharing of inappropriate messages, images, or videos. These incidents can have a serious impact on a young person’s wellbeing, safety, and education.

Please be reminded that most social media platforms (e.g. TikTok, Snapchat, Instagram) have a minimum age requirement of 13 or older. We encourage parents to be vigilant in monitoring their child's online activity, especially given how easily students can access unregulated content or communicate with others inappropriately.

Your Role in Supporting Online Safety

We strongly advise all parents to:

· Check your child’s phone regularly for messages, apps, and shared content.
· Discuss with them what is and is not appropriate to view or share.
· Use parental controls and privacy settings to limit access where necessary.
· Remind them of the potential consequences of inappropriate online behaviour.

Support and Further Information

For help and guidance on how to protect your child online, we recommend visiting the following organisations:

· Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) – https://www.iwf.org.uk (Report and remove illegal content online)

· NSPCC Net Aware – https://www.net-aware.org.uk (Reviews and safety guidance on social media apps)

· ThinkUKnow – https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk (Advice for parents and children on staying safe online)

Thank you for your continued support in helping us to maintain a safe, respectful, and focused learning environment for all students. If you have any concerns about your child’s use of social media or mobile devices, please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s Head of Year or our safeguarding team.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs C Duffy.
Deputy Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead.
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Inspiring Learning, Achieving Excellence
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Initio Learning Trust, a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales with company number 09362C04.
Registered office address: ¢/o Allenbourn Middle School, East Borough, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 1PL. Initic Learning Trust is an exempt charity.




