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September 2025
OPEN DAY – Wednesday 24th September 2025


Dear Parents and Carers,

It gives me great pleasure to invite you and your family to our annual Open Day on Wednesday 24th September. This is a wonderful opportunity to experience life at The Sir John Colfox Academy ‘as it is’—to see our classrooms in action, meet our dedicated staff and enthusiastic students, and get a real feel for our school community.

Morning Tours

Tours will begin at 9.30am and typically last about an hour. We encourage you to bring your children along so they can see our academy in operation and visualise being part of it.

We can also arrange specific tours for parents and students with SEND, offering the chance to see the provision first-hand and to talk about the wide range of support we have on offer here at Colfox. For those who would like to explore this in more detail, we can also arrange a meeting with our Student Support Team, where you will hear about the wonderful ways we support students—not just with the transition from primary to secondary, but throughout their time with us. 

Much of this is strengthened through our involvement in the Cradle to Career project, which helps us work closely with families and the wider community to ensure every child has the best possible opportunities.

Open Evening

From 5.00pm until 7.00pm, our Open Evening will offer a range of events across all departments: music and drama performances, sample learning activities, and displays showcasing student work and achievements. There will also be a presentation in the Main Hall at 5.15pm, where you will hear more from myself about our values, vision, and what makes Colfox such a special place to learn.

Our buildings and facilities speak for themselves. With the latest innovations, equipment and technology, we ensure that students have access to the tools and experiences they need to prepare them for life beyond school. Just as importantly, one thing that always comes out from parents on these days is how positive our relationships are between students, staff and parents—you will feel this warmth as soon as you enter. We care deeply about every one of our students and are committed to helping them succeed.

If you are unable to join us on this date, or if you would like to arrange a separate tour with our SEND team or meet with our Student Support Team, please do get in touch. We will be very happy to arrange a time that works for you. You can reach us by telephone on 01308 422291 or by email at office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk. Full contact details are also available on our website: www.colfox.org.

Please also take a look at our Prospectus and latest Newsletter for more information about our school, what we offer, and recent achievements.

We cannot wait for you to see the school and begin your journey with us. At Colfox, we want parents and students to be involved in every aspect of school life, helping to develop a strong sense of belonging and shared pride in our community. 

We warmly invite you to be part of our future, as we continue to build a school where every student can thrive.

So even if you haven’t thought about Colfox before, come and see us — we want you to be part of our future.

I very much look forward to welcoming you on 24th September and showing you how our students thrive, learn, and grow every day.

Yours sincerely,
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Adam Shelley
Headteacher
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