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April 2026

Dear Parents

I am writing to introduce myself and to warmly welcome you and your child to our school community. When your child joins us in Year 7, I will be their Head of Year and your main point of contact, supporting both you and your child through the transition from primary to secondary school. This is an exciting step, and my role is to make sure every student feels confident, supported, and ready to thrive.

To help you feel informed and reassured, I would like to share some key information about the transition process over the coming months.

Transition Support
Over the next few weeks, I will be visiting our local feeder primary schools to meet students and speak with their teachers about their strengths, interests, and any support they may need. This helps us get to know each child as an individual before they arrive.

For students who may find the transition a little more challenging, we offer an Enhanced Transition programme alongside our standard activities. If you feel your child would benefit from additional support, please do speak with their Year 6 teacher.

Additional Support for SEND and EHCP Students
If your child has Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) or an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP), please be assured that we will work closely with our SENDCo, Mrs Cornish, to ensure their needs are fully understood and supported. We are committed to providing a positive and inclusive experience for every student.

Students Joining from Outside the Local Area
If your child is coming to us from a school outside the local area, I will contact their current school directly to gather the information we need to support a smooth and successful transition.

Creating Year 7 Tutor Groups
We carefully use the information shared by primary schools to create balanced tutor groups and teaching classes. We consider academic progress, friendships, and wellbeing to ensure each child is placed where they can feel comfortable and succeed. While students are not placed solely based on friendship groups, we do make sure that every child has at least one familiar face in their tutor group.

Summer Term Transition Activities
During the summer term, I will meet all incoming Year 7 students so they can begin to get to know me and feel more at ease. They will also have the opportunity to ask questions and share any thoughts they may have.
We will also arrange for some of our current Year 7 students to share their experiences and helpful advice, which new students always find reassuring.

Transition Day and Parents’ Information Evening
Our main Transition Day will take place on Tuesday 7 July. On this day, students will spend time in school meeting their tutor, their new classmates, and taking part in a range of activities to help them settle in.
That same evening, we will host a Parents’ Information Evening, where you will have the opportunity to find out more, meet key staff, and ask any questions. Further details will be shared nearer the time.

Ongoing Support for Parents
We understand that this transition is important for families as well as students. Alongside the information evening, we will be offering a series of talks and resources to help you support your child as they begin secondary school.

I will be in touch again towards the end of the Spring half-term with further updates. In the meantime, I hope this letter provides reassurance and gives you a clear sense of what to expect.

Please also keep an eye on our school website, where we will share updates and information for our new Year 7 cohort starting in September 2026.

Thank you for choosing our school. I very much look forward to working in partnership with you and supporting your child as they begin this exciting new chapter.

Yours sincerely
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Mrs. Claire Baker
Head of Year 7, Assistant SENDCO and Transition Lead.
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