


Dear Parents, Carers and all Friends of Colfox Academy,

We are very proud of all our students, especially Year 11 and Year 13, who approached
their exams with hard work and diligence. Year 10 have also made a lot of progress on
their GCSE courses and Year 12 have worked hard on their first year of A levels and are
now considering their next steps. 

 

We have enjoyed a huge number of trips, visits, house events and sporting fixtures this
half term, as well as our Summer Exhibition at Bridport Arts Centre, our Colfox Junior
Awards, our Y11 Prom, our Sixth Form Ball, Sports Day, the Colfox Recital, Colfox Quiz
and more! We are looking forward to our annual House Cup Prize Giving Ceremony. Well
done to all students who won an Award, a House Cup or took part in events.       

The quality of work at our Sixth Form Art and Photography Exhibition at Bridport Arts
Centre was very impressive, well done to everyone involved. We have enjoyed a huge
number of House Cup Competitions this term, including the Art Cup, Music Cup, Chess
Cup, Technology Cup, Tennis Cup, Catch the Flag, Science Cup, Cricket Cup, Rounders
Cup, English Cup, Languages Cup to name just some of them! 

Thank you to Lowri David and the rest of the Friends of Colfox Team for raising
thousand for Colfox this year and for hosting a brilliant quiz last night! Thank you to
everyone who donated a raffle prize or bought a ticket. 

There are some great free summer activities if your child receives free school meals:
helpandkindness.co.uk/summer-in-dorset-2026 Claiming free school meals is
important find out here if you can. We have paid for access to best selling magazines
and books for everyone, via SORA, check it out and save £££s. We look forward to
welcoming students back on Thursday 3 September. Have a peaceful summer.

Yours sincerely, 
Adam Shelley , Headteacher

https://www.helpandkindness.co.uk/summer-in-dorset-2024
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/free-school-meals
https://soraapp.com/


Year 9 Careers Day in
Weymouth College 

Well done Year 9, a great day for everyone at Coastland College in
Weymouth! We took part in a huge variety of workshops at the
Careers College Day in June. Students tried classes in everything from
engineering, cookery, 3D animation, hair and beauty, construction, Ai
and more. Our coach drivers asked us to pass on their compliments to
parents on ‘such a nice & polite group of young people’ they were all
brilliant all day, well done Year 9!   







Well done to our Colfox Scholars 
A huge well done to Max, Circe, Alice and Betsy in Year 7 who have gained AQA
qualifications in a range of topics they have chosen including the cold war, space,
forensic science, civil rights and design.    

When our Year 7 students achieve adult reading ages they can now join our new Colfox
Scholars scheme instead of reading lessons & pursue any academic interest or passion
they choose. A wide range of projects are currently underway which are then assessed
by Exam Board AQA who issue the awards. Well done to all students who’ve achieved
an award this year and thank you to our Sixth Formers who have helped by advising on
projects. 



Year 10 had a great trip to Hampton Court Palace & were brilliant in the heat wave!
We enjoyed a tour of the palace and gardens, thanks to all our parent helpers & to
Ms Boe Zbijowski, our Ancient History lead, for arranging such a wonderful trip!
Thanks also to Historic Royal Palaces for generously helping to fund the trip which
meant we could keep the costs down to £5. 

Hampton Court Palace Trip!

https://www.facebook.com/HRPalaces?__cft__[0]=AZY6vK2KrtiW_fcm3eCb04aaw5xvo_vAjrufMY4O-YPJrjkJNbU9AdZEjRrs2BInqQg73PcjbqqOqXuHvrhDG0qeOhz6phwe2m9-YEaNV25HoK_Fb1I2Q9hG8WJGxDxC6GeKEZMBs-54OkbuL-mhqm1NpM3kyo-EdostcGh0T15KcGx6IV_eStGXpFqNgPjUvOE0j58Y4uBJdLMvfKQkM62g&__cft__[1]=AZbEArF8hEK01qiBIqjXtAQStO5c4xL4pApb-P91dtqBvXJ9A6JA2gy-L-iabJoe9j3CqDmm0jQby69PwGzgHP1JQTpsg4W-zLaJYnJnhUtFH6XrTZ_W-QKmsmIIMCY5A46DRmDqGZ43srxDjqn-Jf9G9j5Hl1q3TjUE439Pp0p21A&__tn__=R]-R






Science Cup 2026 
Rocket making & launching challenge! 

We had great fun making & launching rockets
in the Science Cup! Well done Adler House
team including Evlyn, Betsy & Lilly pictured
top right, their rocket stayed up the longest
and flew a remarkable distance!

https://andypotterphotography3.pixieset.com/colfoxprom2026/
https://andypotterphotography3.pixieset.com/colfoxprom2026/
https://andypotterphotography3.pixieset.com/colfoxprom2026/
https://andypotterphotography3.pixieset.com/colfoxprom2026/


 

It was great to celebrate your academic achievements at our Prize
Giving Ceremony in July, congratulations everyone! 
Thank you to musicians who performed at the ceremony yoo. 

Junior Awards Summer 2026

Well done to everyone who received a Junior Award! 



 Well done to everyone who received an Academic
Junior Award, here are some of the winners! 











Duke of Edinburgh Award
Expedition & Camp June 2026  
A huge thank you to Mrs Ward and Mr Hardinge for giving up their time as volunteers to
support the expedition and help make it such a successful and enjoyable experience.



Duke of Edinburgh Award
Expedition & Camp June 2026  

Students from Years 10, 11 and 12 recently completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition, enjoying two
days of walking, teamwork and plenty of adventure across the Dorset countryside. The group, made up of the
Purple Team (Riley, Freya, Miriam, Millie, Olly H, Ollie E and Will) and the Teal Team (Eddie, Emily, Ben, Zoe,
Nathan and Ayla), set off from Maiden Castle on a foggy Friday morning. 

With rucksacks on their backs, both teams made their way towards Martinstown before climbing up onto the
Ridgeway and heading in the direction of Hardy's Monument. Along the way there were a few unexpected
moments. The Teal Team took a detour to alert a local farmer to a ewe that had become stuck on its back – much
to the farmer's gratitude – while the Purple Team enjoyed an unplanned sightseeing trip to Upwey before
successfully getting themselves back on route! After arriving and pitching tents came the important task of
cooking dinner, with pasta featuring very heavily on the menu in a variety of creative forms! The evening finished
with a slice of birthday cake to celebrate Miriam's birthday, and a lively game of Mafia before everyone settled
down for a well-earned sleep. The following morning, everyone was up bright and early for the final leg of the
expedition to Abbotsbury, taking in the spectacular views over Chesil Beach and the Fleet Lagoon along the way.

Congratulations to all of the students for successfully completing their expedition. Once they have finished and
had their volunteering, physical and skills sections signed off, they will receive their full Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh Award. 



Welcoming Year 5  & 6 to Colfox!
We all enjoyed welcoming younger students to Colfox and our

Taster Days were very popular and over subscribed

Thank you to all our students who did a
great job welcoming and helping year 5
and 6 on our taster days, we investiagted
crime scenes in science, made cakes,
created model castles, solved escape
rooms, created art, music and much more! 



Design &
Technology Cup

Our house teams competed to make a pair of shoes out of cardboard under the
theme of ‘Jurassic Coast’. The shoe had to be 10cms off the floor and be able to walk
at least 10 metres without falling apart. The teamwork displayed this year was
wonderful with all of the Yr 7,8 and 9’s working brilliantly together with some highly
creative outcomes. Toro House made a great shoe but our overall winners were
Adler House this year with a yellow, dinosaur, platform!  

Mrs Caroline  Price, Head of DT 

The Fleur de Lys House team! The Toro House team!
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Water Sports Festival!

Some of our younger students enjoyed kayaking,
boating, orienteering, raft building & games at the Dorset
School Games Watersports Festival. 



ART CUP ART CUP 

Mrs Burgess Head of Art

The Art Cup 2026 saw an impressive performance by all houses and we had a great
day.  The challenge was to create a group art piece in response to the theme of
nature.  We took inspiration from the theme of biodiversity and from an artist
called Kurt Jackson.

All house teams produced impressive work but the winners were Fleur De Lys
House and Hinomaru House came second - well done veryone!



Art Cup entries
clockwise from

top left:
winners Fler de

Lys House,
second place

Hinomaru
House, Toro
House and

Adler House 



All our Year 10 Geographers spent a productive day investigating the
effectiveness of coastal management schemes in West Bay in June. They
carried out a range of data collection methods to help and support them
with the known fieldwork part of their Paper 3. They represented Colfox
really well and even found time for an ice cream!

Geography Field Trip



Our new Colfox Recitals, free for under 18s, have been
delighting audiences, thank you to Arturo Serna & Ana
Laura Manero for a wonderful recital in July. More are
planned, dates below. Thanks to our fantastic Head of
Music, Mrs Ali Davies for arranging and everyone who has
helped support music at Colfox this year. 

Photo by Robert Goldent



MUSIC AT COLFOX

For all young people, including home learners &
students from other schools are warmly invited to
come to our Music Club for all young people on
Wednesdays.  

Music - Adult Theory course - starts Sept
Unlock the Language of Music – 20-Week Adult Theory Course
Ready to deepen your understanding of music and work towards a recognised theory
qualification? Our 20-week Adult Music Theory Course is designed to guide you step-by-step from
the fundamentals through to exam readiness in a supportive, engaging environment.

From September on Mondays 3.45-5.15pm - Maximum 15 participants. £250 for the whole 20-week
course inclusive of course materials. Not including theory exam at the end. All proceeds from this
course will go to fund Colfox Music Club - giving children the opportunity to learn an instrument at
a reasonable cost. For more details please contact Ali Davies Head of Music -
daviesa@colfox.dorset.sch.uk

Colfox Music Club 

Recitals at Colfox - In association with Jazz Jurassica - 8 October Evening Concert - Sara Coleman -
Voice with Rebecca Nash - Piano

Carol Concert - 17 December St Mary’s Church, Bridport

 24 February - Violin/Piano masterclass with Leora Cohen - Violin and Duncan Honeybourne - Piano

Recitals at Colfox - 24 February,  an evening with Leora Cohen and Duncan Honeybourne

School Show - 1-4 March

Recitals at Colfox - In association with Jazz Jurassica - 11 March - Workshop and Concert with Jason
Rebello Piano and Iain Ballamy Saxophone

Spring Concert - 22 March  

If you would like to be added to a concert and recital information only mailing list please email: Ali
Davies Head of Music: adavies@sirjohncolfox.org 

To donate to the Colfox
Music Department please
scan the QR Code thank you  

Music at Colfox 2026/27 Concerts & Events



Everyone is welcome to our new Colfox Music Club, including home learners & students from
other schools, details below please share! Thank you to all our students who are volunteering to
help at the club and to Clock Tower Records, Bridport Music Centre & Harmony Music & the
public, for kindly donating more musical instruments! 

New Colfox Music Club - open to all!

https://clocktowerrecords.co.uk/
https://www.bridportmusiccentre.com/
https://discoverdorchester.co.uk/place/harmony-music


Learn an instrument in a supportive atmosphere with specialist Music

teachers

Play in a GROUP

Bring an instrument/Hire an instrument/Some instruments to borrow

Small Termly fee - BUT Jun-Jul’26 FREE Then termly £40 (approx £2.50

per week)

Open to all -  any school & home learners 

Complete beginners welcome! 

Wednesdays - 3.30-5pm - @CoLFOX SCHOOL, Bridport

To sign up or more info -  Ali Davies daviesa@colfox.dorset.sch.uk



Youth Voice Town Hall Debate

Well done to Phoebe, Scarlett and Archie who took part in a youth voice debate at
County Hall in Dorchester. 

Students had to write a speech and debate what is most important for improvements
in Bridport for young people. They discussed housing, social spaces, health,
communities and safety. The categories were decided during a workshop at Colfox
and then shared with other schools. Schools debated which one they felt needs to be
worked on and improved. After a vote at the end social spaces came out as the top,
but awareness that this links very closely with communities and safety. The debate
was organised by Jayne Brown of Dorset Youth Voice, and attended by Cllr Thornton
and Cllr Jones. 
  



Sports Day Fun! 

Well done to everyone who took part in Sports Day! We held it over several days and
moved some of the running events to 9am on other days so they could go-ahead in cooler
conditions. Our students were keen to go-ahead as enjoy either competing or spectating &
cheering our houses on. We did have doubts about the mascot race, but again our students
were very keen to go-ahead!       

We made some changes due to the heat but we managed, well done everyone!      

You can follow Colfox PE on Instagram 



Colfox PE awarded School
Games Gold Mark Award

Well done to our brilliant
PE Team from left Miss Mia
Halifax, Mr Gary Littlechild,
Mrs Julia May, Miss Katie
Fear, Mr Justin Maybury
and Mr Sam Morse!  

Congratulations to our PE Team for achieving the School Games Gold Mark Award
for the 2025/26 academic year. 

The School Games Mark is a Government-led award scheme launched in 2012,
facilitated by the Youth Sport Trust to reward schools for their commitment to the
development of competition across their school and into the community. 



WE ARE A GOLD MARK
AWARD SCHOOL FOR
2025/2026!!!

We are delighted to announce that the Sir John Colfox Academy, has achieved the School
Games Gold Mark Award for the 2025/26 academic year.
 
The School Games Mark is a Government-led award scheme launched in 2012, facilitated
by the Youth Sport Trust to reward schools for their commitment to the development of
competition across their school and into the community, and we are delighted to have 
been recognised for our success.
 
The Sir John Colfox Academy’s Sporting Achievements this year include:
• Providing at least 5 sports clubs a week for all year groups. 
• Running Interhouse events each half term for Years 7-10 
• Attending multiple fixtures throughout the year, including local friendlies, Area
matches/tournaments, County matches/tournaments, and providing opportunities for our
students to represent at a county, regional, and national standard. 
• Running primary school events for the local Bridport and Beaminster schools, including
Quadkids, Primary Sports Days, Kenway Cup, multi-sports festivals 
• Giving over 100 students in Years 7-13 opportunities to lead, coach and run events.
• Hosting the Bronze Ambassadors Leadership Academy for the local primary schools
• Providing a broad, inclusive curriculum throughout KS3 and 4, with provision for continuing
into KS5 PE
• Inclusive opportunities, such as events for participation like Can-Do Watersports at
Rockley Sports 

With so many young people competing in local inter-school competitions this year, the Sir
John Colfox Academy is very proud of pupils for their dedication to all aspects of school
sport, including those young volunteers, leaders and officials who make competitions
possible.
 
Julia May, from Colfox PE team, said: “As part of the application, we were asked to fulfil
criteria in the areas of participation, competition, workforce and clubs, and we are pleased
that the hard work of everyone at Colfox has been rewarded this year. A special thanks
goes to our communities and primary schools for working with us this year, and our fantastic
students to turn up to play, compete, lead or coach throughout the year and allow us to be
able to put on all of this!
 
“We look forward to applying once again in 2027!”



Art & Photography Exhibition 
@ Bridport Arts Centre   

Congratulations to our very talented
sixth formers who exhibited their
art and photography work at
Bridport Arts Centre in June. 

Louise Burgess, Head of Art at the
Sir John Colfox Academy, said: “The
show this year was a wonderful
showcase of the breadth of fantastic
talent we have in our sixth form.
The paintings were brilliant and the
show featured exciting and creative
outcomes, the Year 13 exhibits were
all inspired by the starting point
‘Union’. The work was highly
original, personal and creative.”
   
The exhibition featured Year 13
students’ personal investigations of
range of powerful themes and
included impressive Portraiture,
Landscape, figure studies and mixed
media work by our Year 12 students.    



We are very proud that Mr Dummackin, Colfox’s Young Carers Champion, has won

a MYTIME Community Hero Award. 

Jo Cooper from MyTime young carers charity, said: ‘David absolutely deserves

this award, he is a super star. He is a true leader in developing outstanding

support for young carers within school. 

Congratulations
to our Mr David

Dummackin!
Winner of the
‘Young Carer
Champion of
the Year for

Dorset’ Award



He is creative, innovative, and always puts the needs of young carers at the

centre of everything he does. The systems he has established ensure that

every young carer receives the right support at the right time, while

seamlessly integrating community services into the school's provision. His

approach brings the saying, "It takes a village to raise a child," to life, creating

a network of support that enables young carers to thrive.”  

iMr Dummackin has been working to develop the best support for our Young

Carers at Colfox and his work has been recognised by organisations like

MYTIME who are hoping it can be replicated in other schools so more Young

Carers can receive the support they need. 

Mr Dummackin said: “My role is about standing beside the child, so they

aren’t alone. It is about working to get them the right help at the right time

and providing early help to promote their wellbeing and their family’s

wellbeing.”

More details of help available is here: colfox.org/youngcarers and if you would

like get in touch with Mr Dummackin to discuss support for a Young Carer,

please email: ddummackin@sirjohncolfox.org 

                                                                                               

colfox.org/youngcarers

https://www.colfox.org/youngcarers
https://www.colfox.org/youngcarers


Sixth Form
Summer Ball

Bank of Dreams &
Nightmares visit
We have enjoyed welcoming the
Bank of Dreams & Nightmares
into our Library this half term.
Thank you to Alani for coming in
to work with our Creative Writing
Club, as well as hosting fun drop-
in sessions. We particularly
enjoyed the typewriter game
which sees everyone writing  one
word and passing it on to create a
story - not everyone was familar
with type writers though!    

We enjoyed our Sixth
Form Summer Ball at
Bridport Golf Club in
June - it was a lovely
evening and every
body looked amazing! 



BRIDLIT Bursary
is open for 2026
applicants
£9,000 available
to support
students

Young people across the Bridport area who are preparing to begin university in autumn 2026 are being
encouraged to apply for the prestigious ‘Bridlit Bursary’, a life-changing award worth £9,000 over three
years. The Bridport Literary Festival will once again award two bursaries of £3,000 per year to successful
applicants, helping students pursue undergraduate study in any subject. The funding is provided without
restrictions on how it is spent, allowing recipients to use it where it matters most. The bursary reflects the
Festival’s long-standing commitment to education and to giving back to the community that has
supported it for more than two decades. Previous awards have enabled talented local students to access
opportunities that may otherwise have seemed financially daunting. Former recipient Jess St Barbe Baker,
who recently completed her degree in Childhood Studies, described the profound impact of the award: “I
honestly cannot put into words how much the bursary has helped me over the last three years. I have
been able to travel to university and my placements without worry. I have been able to buy the latest
books and journals, which strengthened my studies and writing.” 

The scheme is open to students in Year 13 at Beaminster & Colfox Joint Sixth Form, as well as young
people who live within the Bridport ward and intend to begin an undergraduate degree in 2026. Students
who have taken a break from education and are returning to study are also encouraged to apply. 
Applicants are asked to submit a letter of no more than 4,000 characters explaining why they should be
considered, why they have chosen their degree subject and how the bursary would help them achieve
their ambitions. Two referees will also be required as part of the application process. At a time when the
cost of higher education continues to rise, the Bridlit Bursary represents not only financial support but
also a vote of confidence in the aspirations and potential of local young people. Previous winners
consistently speak of the freedom the award has given them to focus on their studies, pursue
opportunities and make the most of university life. Students who are eligible are strongly encouraged to
apply. The process is straightforward, and the rewards can be transformational. Information and
application details can be found on the Bridport Literary Festival website at www.bridlit.com 

http://www.bridlit.com/


We enjoyed the Prom! It was lovely to see everyone at Symondsbury Tithe
Barn, amazing outfits, dancing and tractors! The photo above was taken
by Photographer Mr Andy Potter, his pictures can be purchased here.
Thank you also to Mr Brendan Jackson whose photographs are shown on
the following pages and have been emailed to all Year 11 students.  Thank
you to Mrs Wright for making delicious cakes for everyone and to Miss
Halifax, Ms Zbijowski and Mrs Carpenter for decorating the venue with an
‘Under the Sea’ theme. 

COLFOX
PROM 26 
COLFOX
PROM 26 

https://andypotterphotography3.pixieset.com/colfoxprom2026/


















EXAMS - well done everyone!
Well done to all our Year 11 and 13 students, who took 133 exams this year.
Thank you to our teachers for providing confidence boosting support
sessions and to our exams officer, Mrs Davies, who again did an amazing job
of making sure they ran smoothly and our wonderful team of invigalators! 

A total of 3,137 exam papers were completed. There were 57 GCSE exams
and 59 A Level exams, 23 other exams and we sometimes were up to 6
rooms at the same time, well done everyone!   



Cradle to Career - bringing our community together to create
more opportunities locally for our young people

Cradle to Career is a community-led, place-based 10-year whole community approach
designed to raise young people’s life chances by supporting them through every stage of
life, from birth through to adulthood and employment. It aims to involve businesses and
rather than treating education, healthcare, social services and other support as separate
systems, it aims to integrate them to create a seamless pipeline of support for
disadvantaged families. 

The Cradle to Career Bridport programme involves schools, businesses, local councils,
community groups, charities, health and other public services uniting around a shared
vision of making our town a place where every child and young person can thrive. More than
50 community leaders came to the launch, read the report here.  Schools play a vital role in
children's lives, but we know that many of the challenges young people face – such as
poverty, mental health pressures, educational disadvantage and limited opportunities –
cannot be solved by schools alone. It takes a whole community working together. Cradle to
Career Bridport is mapped out in slides here; where Bridport is now, what challenges
families face, how Cradle to Career works and what we can do as a community to make
Bridport a place where children and young people thrive. Colfox.org/cradletocareer

Adam Shelley, Headteacher

https://www.colfox.org/news/?pid=7&nid=1&storyid=114
https://www.colfox.org/cradletocareer


Cradle to Career is a
community project, please
have a look at it here:
Colfox.org/cradletocareer
and please email if you’d
like to become involved:
office@sirjohncolfox.org 

https://www.colfox.org/cradletocareer


 More FREE Magazines available on SORA!
Save cash, 800+ almost everything available!

Save £100s, Students can now get bestselling magazines - New Scientist, Lego,
Fortnite, Coding for Kids, Vanity Fair, Vogue, the New Yorker, Good Housekeeping,
House and Garden, Textiles, Music, National Geographic, Film, Chess, Cookery,
Sport, the list is endless and all amazing titles! 
 
We have paid for all students to have access to them via our online reading
platform SORA, just use your usual school log in, it's easy! A ‘how to use SORA’
guide is below. Downloading the free app avoids the log-in process. 

Library News



Library News
Get 800+ FREE best selling magazines online save £100s see

SORA guide above! 





Get FREE bestsellers, magazines,
graphic novels & audio books online! 
Use Sora at home (its easy) like a Kindle - but free! 
Here is the ‘how to’ guide: 

and school password







Free sessions for Colfox Parents, usual cost £26 

We have bought access so
Colfox Parents & Carers
can get these sessions
FREE.

We all need help
sometimes and FACE
Family Advice offer high
quality advice on how to
support our young people
with many things.    

We have purchased a
100% discount code so
you can have unlimited,
completely free of charge
access to all the Parent
Talks.  At the payment
stage, click 'enter a promo
code' and use the code:
SJC191226 

Colfox.org/talks

https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/supportforparents
https://www.facefamilyadvice.co.uk/supportforparents
https://www.colfox.org/talks


Lots of summer activities are available free if your child is entitled to free school meals (pupil
premium), you can book and find out more here. Includes fun activities at: Bridport Leisure Centre,
Arts Reach, Bridport Youth Club, Bridport SupaStrikers (Football), Thriving Wild, the Bank of Dreams
& Nightmares and lots more! You can get a passcode for free holiday activities here if your child is
entitled to free school meals.  

Free Summer
Activities 

https://www.helpandkindness.co.uk/schools-out-holiday-activity-and-food-programme-haf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/haf-programme






Help with uniform 
If you need help with uniform 
Please contact us we may be able to provide families in need with
uniform help, we also have some second hand uniform available which
has been donated to us. Please email us if you need assistance:
office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk     

Please donate unwanted school uniform – Thank you! 
Please donate school uniform, ties, PE kit (without names on the back)
and sports equipment that you no longer need. Please donate uniform
that is in good condition, we are grateful if you could wash it first. Please
drop it off to reception. Thank you, your generosity will help others.
  
 Please make sure your child has the correct uniform  
Advice on uniform is available on our website here.    

Helpers needed!  
We are looking for volunteers to join our ‘Friends of Colfox’ group, one of
the things the group does to help students and support families is help
sort through uniform donations, and launder any that need attention. If
you can help please contact: office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk   

  

https://www.colfox.org/page/?title=Uniform&pid=64


We wish you all a very
peaceful summer!  

Thank you for reading!
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