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September 2017 
 

Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back to the new school year!  A very special welcome to all of our new Year 7 students who have 
arrived with us looking very smart indeed. It was lovely to see such excited looking faces on Wednesday 
morning.  We began the term in house assemblies by reviewing some of the successes of last year.  Once 
again, Mr David was able to capture many of our ‘best bits’ in the form of a video.  We will let you know when 
you are able to watch this from a link on our website.   
 
Unfortunately, an otherwise lovely start to the year has been somewhat blighted by significant problems with 
our school bus services.  In the interest of trying to start on a more positive note, please forgive me for 
addressing this issue at the end of this letter. 
 
Examination Results! 
You may already have read about the successes of our students in their A Level and GCSE exams. We 
really are very proud of the efforts they put in.  Some highlights include: 
 
A Level 
Quite simply, these are the best results the school has ever had. They are even better than in 2014 when 
we were highest in the county. 27% of the grades were A*/A, 58% of grades were A*-B and 82% of grades 
were A*-C. The first ever results from students studying vocational courses in our Yeovil Partnership were 
also brilliant, with many students achieving straight Distinction and Distinction* grades.   The students 
deserved every success that came their way, since their dedication and work rate was first class. The 
range of universities and employment they are now heading off to is particularly impressive and we wish 
them all the very best for the future.  The full press release is available on our website. 
 
GCSE 
The outgoing Year 11 should be very proud of themselves.  Their brilliant results in the first year of the 
‘new’ GCSE’s means that the significant majority of the year group are now back with us studying in the 
Sixth Form!  20% of all grades achieved were A*/A or 9-7.  This is a wonderful achievement.  With all eyes 
on the new grade 9 in English and Maths (an even higher standard than the current A*) we were thrilled 
that our students achieved 16 of the top grades.  In both subjects, this was significantly above the national 
average.  Again, the press release is available to read on the website.  A special mention must go to Dahlia 
Twigger who achieved the perfect run of all A* and ‘9’ grades.  However, it was great to see that 7 of our 8 
top achievers were boys. This bucks the national trend: well done boys! 
 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 
Attached to this letter are the extra-curricular clubs for this term (it is in the parent’s calendar).  We would 
encourage all students to be taking part in at least one activity and it so important in ensuring they have a 
broad and balanced education.  All work and no play is not a good thing!  As the upcoming weeks unfold 
we will soon be getting stuck into our internal house competitions.  Fleur de Lys dominated 2016-17 - who 
will come out on top this year?  Tug of War starts next week! 
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We also currently offer music lessons in: 
Piano 
Strings: Violin/Viola/Cello 
Guitars: Acoustic, electric, bass and ukulele. 
Drums 
Singing 
Woodwind and Brass 
Ukulele    
For more information about individual music lessons (including costs) please contact our Head of Music, 
Brian Hocking. 
 
Homework Club 
The library will be open on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays until 5.00pm. This provides 
an opportunity for students to complete homework (and get some help!) in a quiet environment with ICT 
facilities available.  Students do not need to book into this and are free to turn up on any night that suits 
them; Mrs Dixon will be delighted to see them and we usually have older students on hand to help when 
needed. 
 
Uniform 
I am pleased to see just how smart the students look on their return to school.  I would like to thank parents 
and students to the positive response to my letter on this subject at the end of the summer term.  In cases 
where students’ uniform does not meet the school policy, then a member of our pastoral team will be in 
touch.  Full details of the expectations are available in student planners and are on the website.  In some 
cases skirts are still too short and black leather school shoes are not being worn.  It is simply not possible 
to name every make of trainer in our policy as an example, but suffice to say ‘Adidas All Stars’ and 
‘Converse’ are also not school shoes! 
 
Parents Calendar  
This is attached to this letter.  Obviously extra events, trips and visits will be added during the year but we 
hope this list might help you in planning your child’s year and identify where possible costs might be 
incurred.  With the dates for the school year falling the way they have, instead of ‘Curriculum Enrichment 
Week’ next summer we will hold ‘Activity Days’ on Monday 23rd July 2018 and Tuesday 24th July 2018. 
Summer term ends on Wednesday 25th July 2018. Given that the number of days has been reduced, we 
have acted on feedback received in the summer parent questionnaire and the activities will not be tied to 
areas of the curriculum any longer. We will now offer a wider choice of ‘fun’ activities, including theme parks 
etc.  We will send information about the ‘Activity Days’ towards the end of the Autumn Term to aid financial 
planning. This will again be for all Year group 7-10. 
 
Parent Mail and MCAS 
I would encourage all parents to sign up for parent mail as this is a much easier way for us to make contact 
with you and does not rely on children bringing home letters!  If we don’t already have it, please advise us 
of your email address via office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk  Please remember My Child At School (MCAS) 
enables you to stay in touch with your child’s activity in school. You can view what homework has been set, 
student timetables, and school reports, along with many other features.  All new parents will shortly be sent 
their access code. If any existing parents have lost these and would like to use this then please contact 
Terri Davies t.davies@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 
 
Social Media 
The school has Facebook and Twitter accounts. We do try our best to keep these updated with points of 
interest and some real time pictures from school events. If you are not already following us please do! 
 
Buses 
Anyone who catches a bus to school will be aware of some significant issues the new school year has 
brought.  I could fill two pages addressing this issue in detail but instead I would like to clarify some facts.  
More specific detail will be shared with individual bus users, as and when it becomes available.  These 
issues are affecting other secondary schools in West Dorset and it gives me no pleasure to say that some 
have been even worse affected than ourselves. 
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In July the West Dorset Schools were advised that Dorset County Council had awarded the new bus 
contract to First and that Damory would no longer be our provider from September.  The schools have no 
say in the decision making process at any stage.  I met with Gordon Sneddon (Dorset County Council 
Transport Manger) and Simon Newport (Manager of First) on 27th June.  At this meeting, I was informed 
that First would be our new school provider.  I was advised by First that the new routes had not been 
finalised and DCC confirmed that bus passes would not be issued until the week beginning 21st August 
(they arrived on 24th and 25th August).  I requested that the school receive details of the new routes before 
the end of the term, but the information was not provided.  Given that there was some indication from First 
that they would be operating fewer routes by having more students travel on bigger buses I did write to all 
known bus users in July to warn them of the possible implications of the likely changes and encouraged 
anyone concerned to share their thoughts with DCC and First.  I know some parents did this and kindly 
shared their reply with me. From the school’s perspective, I also shared my concerns about what might be 
longer journey times, transport with no seatbelts in tight lanes and the difficulty of ‘supervising’ children 
upstairs whilst driving a double-decker bus. 
 
Unfortunately, the concerns turned out to be well founded.  The timing of the letters from DCC did mean 
that some parents did not have the time to follow the necessary links and take stock of the new timings and 
routes.  In some cases, it seems letters were not actually received.  I attempted to negotiate changes in the 
week beginning 28th August, but none were made.  Over the first days, we have had late buses (morning 
and evening), buses not stopping (morning and evening) and some overcrowding.  Individual users will 
know the issues that apply to them.  Some of you may have seen a picture online of a double decker bus 
stuck in Loders.  I would like to thank those parents who responded to a Facebook post on the subject 
commenting that we have been doing our best to help, that the issue is not of our making, and that we do 
not have control over the routes or bus types.  These issues have all been shared with First.  I have 
personally been unable to make direct contact with the transport team at Dorset County Council this week.  
I know that some parents who have tried have faced a similar problem.  First have been fielding a very high 
number of complaints and concerns from our parents and we have been copied into many of these.  They 
have guaranteed to refund any taxi fares costs families have faced and this can be done by emailing any 
receipts to Dianne Faulkner Dianne.faulkner@firstgroup.com 
 
I very much hope that in the coming days we shall have some better news on the services and I am 
advised some changes are being considered.  For the record, the law states that journeys to or from school 
must not exceed 75 minutes.  We have some routes running very close to this time.  A number of parents 
have expressed concerns about the morning light when Autumn turns to Winter.  If you are being affected 
by this in any way I would encourage you to share your feelings and experiences with First and Dorset 
County Council.  Please note that bus route 40 (from Beaminster) is not part of First’s obligation in the 
school contract since it is a paid service bringing children in from out of our catchment area along with other 
members of the public. Whilst the morning service is running as normal, First are not running a return after 
school until 5.00PM.  This information was not shared with us until Wednesday afternoon. I am aware 
efforts are being made by some parents to have this route reinstated and that concerns have been shared 
with Rebecca Knox (County Councillor) and Oliver Letwin MP.  From the schools perspective I can only 
promise to work as hard as I can to see that solutions are found to some of the problems faced. 
 
Finally, I hope that this is a very happy and successful year for all our students and I thank you in advance 
for the support that you will be giving to them and the school.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
 
Enc  
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