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September 2017 
 
Dear Parent, 
 
I hope your child has enjoyed a good start back to the new school year, it is hard to believe we are 
almost at the end of September.  By now, they should be nicely into the swing of their new 
timetable and getting down to some hard work.  Please remember that you can view the 
homework they have been set on My Child at School!   
 
‘Review of the Year in Pictures 2016-17’ is now live! 
Following on from the success of last year’s FOXS NEWS DIGITAL termly editions, we have now 
produced an overall review of 2016-17.  This is available to view on the front page of the website.  
We have ordered a limited number of high-quality printed copies of this review and if you would 
like one, these can be purchased for £2 from the main reception (available from Thursday 28th 
September).  All of last years FOXS NEWS DIGITAL are still on the website to view. 
 
Year 7 at Hooke Court 
This year was the best ever uptake at Hooke Court and our new Year 7 survived and made it back 
into school (mostly wide-awake!) on Wednesday morning.  The centre staff were very 
complimentary about the student’s conduct, teamwork and support for each other.  A7SAB and 
T7BWH took the prizes in the overall challenge for House Points! 
 
Open Evening 
Our Open Day is on Wednesday 27th September.  In the morning there are tours of the school 
available that will take place at 9.30am for perspective new students and parents.  The evening 
runs from 5-15pm – 8.00pm. There is one presentation in the hall at 6.30pm.  Whilst this evening 
is largely aimed at prospective new students and parents, anyone who wants to come is very 
welcome indeed.  In the past our new Year 7 students have enjoyed showing their parents (and 
grandparents) around ‘their’ new school.  We welcome this and do look forward to seeing as many 
students and parents as possible. 
 
Student Photos 
Year 7, 9 and Sixth Form will be having their school photograph taken on Friday 29th September.  
Information on how you can purchase these (Christmas is coming!) will follow, but you might want 
to check they are looking smart and clean next Friday morning!   
 
Buses 
As my first letter of the year indicated, the start of the term has been dominated by various issues 
with the new school bus contract that Dorset County Council awarded to First Wessex. I would like 
to thank those parents who have made their responses to both DCC and First Wessex.  There has 
been some very passionate communication.  It does seem that the main issues linked to non-
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pickups and late buses have largely been resolved, however, that does still leave unresolved what 
I perceive to be the main issue.  The simple fact is that with fewer buses in operation, the journey 
times for some children are too long.  They may fall below the legal limit, but I do not think that 
makes them acceptable.  This key point (along with other issues) has been put to DCC and First 
Wessex.  I can only encourage those affected to keep voicing concerns; we will continue to do the 
same.  Thank you for your support with this issue. 
 
Extra-Curricular Programme 
The clubs timetable is now in full swing.  In my start of term assemblies, I encouraged all students 
to make sure they are involved in at least one form of enrichment activity; many students are 
already doing a lot more than that.  I have always believed that busy students are successful 
students, and there is an awful lot more to school life than working hard and getting qualifications.  
Please speak with your child about what they could get involved with. I was delighted to hear that 
so many students signed up for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards Scheme, although it has left a 
waiting list.  Plans are in place to extend the number of places for this excellent scheme, so that all 
those who responded can take part.    
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
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