
 

 

 
11 April 2016 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I am pleased to tell you that the Secretary of State for Education signed the academy orders for the three 
primary schools on 1 April 2016 so the Minerva Learning Trust is now officially up and running!  I am 
particularly pleased to have been appointed as Executive Principal and to have the chance to work with 
the four schools.  Many of you will know me as the Headteacher of the Sir John Colfox Academy.  As 
David Herbert is now taking over that responsibility, I can focus on my new role fully. 
 
This is an exciting time for us.  Since the publication of the White Paper and the Government announcing 
that they will require all schools to become Academies, there has been a lot of controversy about the 
Academies programme.  One key thing to bear in mind is that we are not a sponsored academy.  The 
Minerva Learning Trust is a group of local schools who want to work together because we know what is 
best for our children and our community.  The Headteachers in the schools will continue to lead and 
manage their schools, to work with their staff and with you, and manage their own budget.  Each school 
will continue to have its own unique identity and ethos.   
 
All of the schools have major strengths and we aim to work collaboratively and use any extra money we 
receive creatively to provide an outstanding education for the children of Bridport.  We will now have the 
independence to do this and to do it in our own way.   
 
We hope that over the coming years we will be able to offer all the children in our care more 
opportunities – in music, art and drama, in sport and in other extra-curricular activities.  We will all 
continue to work to provide a curriculum and a learning experience which will inspire our children and 
help them prepare for the world after school. 
 
I will be working in all the four schools regularly and hope to get to know you and the children in the 
coming weeks and months.  It will be a real pleasure to see children grow and develop from Reception to 
Sixth Form! 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Kay Taylor 
Executive Principal 
 


