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May 2017 
 
Dear Parents 
 
We have all been reflecting on the terrible events that unfolded at the Manchester Arena on Monday of this 
week.  As our students become older and wiser, so the questions surrounding the motives and outcomes of 
such deplorable acts become deeper and more heartfelt.   It seems impossible to imagine how anyone 
would want to inflict such harm on people completely unknown to them; the fact that so many of the victims 
were young people with their lives in front of them makes it that bit harder to bear. 
 
The students have showed great sensitivity when discussing aspects of this with their tutors and teachers.  
Although the event occurred in Manchester, the power of social media, and the numbers of people who 
knew of friends, friends of friends or who had family links to the concert/area in question seems to have 
brought it much closer to home.  One of our own teachers had to wait 24 hours before hearing that her 
cousin who had attended the concert was safe.  She had left the arena in an ambulance suffering injuries 
and was unable to contact her family, a situation faced by many.   
 
Today sees a national period of silence at 11.00am.  We had already been discussing an appropriate way 
to bring our school community together and reflect on this tragedy.  With GCSE and A Level exams in full 
flow, we are restricted about when and how we can do this and we are not in a position to be interrupting 
public exams with bells etc.  Therefore, on Friday at the end of lunchtime, we will be bringing all of our 
students and staff together around the centre circle on the football field to reflect together.  Our Year 13 
students will have just finished their last ever school lesson and will all be back on site at Colfox ready to 
enjoy their afternoon leavers celebration,  they were very keen to be part of this. 
 
Despite the terrible consequences of this attack our students have also been discussing some of the 
wonderful good stories that have emerged about the positive side of human behaviour.  Houses being 
opened up to those stranded, hotel rooms being made available, taxi drivers getting people home, passers 
by rushing to the scene to offer assistance and of course the incredible emergency services.  Some of the 
individual stories of selflessness are a cause for much greater hope.  Please note with regards school trips 
we will always take advice on whether such events cause potential issues for places our students might be 
visiting.  Sadly, the Bridport Primary trip to London on Wednesday morning was not able to take place with 
the ‘Critical’ situation that had been declared.  We recently sent separate trips to the Royal Albert Hall and 
The Imperial War Museum.  Had these trips been scheduled for this week, they would clearly not have 
gone.  We will continue to monitor all school trips on the basis of potential risk and take all the necessary 
advice. 
 
I hope that everyone enjoys a relaxing half term.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
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