
 

 

 

        
 

The Sir John Colfox Academy Trust part of the Minerva Learning Trust (Dorset) which is a charitable company 

 Limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with Company Number 8561222. 

The Registered office is at: The Sir John Colfox Academy, The Ridgeway, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3DT 

Tel: 01308 422291 Fax: 01308 420036 Email: office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
27 February 2017 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I just wanted to write and publicly congratulate our wonderful ‘Rock Challenge’ team.  I was very proud of 
their performance titled ‘Never Grow Up’ on Friday evening in Bournemouth at the Pavilion in front of a full 
house. To watch over 70 of our students on stage at the same time working together was brilliant and made 
the hairs on the back of my neck stand up.  We must also remember the hard working back stage and 
support crew who helped make it all happen.  I know the Rock Challenge leader, Mrs Holder, was 
particularly impressed with this year’s student leaders:  Sarah Williams, Eloise Matthews, Rhiannon Parker, 
Eve Appleton Scott and Tara Grinter.  Once again well done to the whole team. 
 
I would like to thank everyone for the excellent response in moving to a completely cashless canteen.  The 
result has been excellent.  Shorter queues and quicker serving time has made everyone who is hungry very 
happy.  Please rest assured no one would go without lunch should they forget their card (it will happen to 
everyone once!).   If students forget, or lose, their card then they just need to report to the main reception 
and they will be sorted from there. 
 
On 13 March our Year 10 students will go out on work experience into Bridport (and beyond) to get a 
valuable taste of the world of work.  With Year 10 and 12 now doing annual work experience placements, 
we would always be delighted to hear from anyone who might be able to accommodate a student in their 
place of work.  Please contact Mr Farrow if you, or someone you know, might be able to help.  Year 10 will 
go into that week on the back of taking part in ‘Big Bang Boom’ enterprise day, next Friday.   
 
Our Year 11 march ever closer to their final GCSE examinations and this week will be taking additional 
mock exams in English, Maths and Science.  Their programme of revision will be well underway by now 
and it has been really good to see excellent attendance at the lunchtime and after school revision sessions 
that are currently on offer.  Mr Glover will soon be finalising the dates for Easter and May Half term holiday 
sessions, as well as the timetable for revision sessions that are on offer after ‘study leave’ has commenced.  
A separate letter will be coming out to Year 11 soon. 
 
At this time of year we are also busy making staffing appointments for next academic year.  I am delighted 
to report that Katy Neill will be joining our Science team to teach chemistry at GCSE and A level.  Katy has 
spent the last five years teaching at Okehampton College.  Jenny Attwell will be joining the PE department 
and is looking forward to developing a range of girls’ sports, especially netball. Jenny is in her final term of 
training at Exeter University.   Finally it is very good news that Sally Haines will be joining us from 6 March 
this year to take over Mr Whitehead’s classes. Sally joins us from the Gryphon School in Sherborne.     
 
Finally, at the end of this term I will be sending out a questionnaire to parents inviting feedback on various 
aspects of school life.  As one of the areas is to review our ‘trial’ on the new parents’ evening format, I do 
need to wait until Year 9 have their parents evening on 29 March so that everyone is able to compare new 
with old.  There are a number of other specific questions that I would like to put to parents as a result of 
feedback received from students, or suggestions made by parents. 
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I hope your children continue to enjoy a successful Spring Term.  Let us hope for some warmer weather to 
go with the title.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
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