
 

 

Course: Art – Fine Art 

Specification and 

code: 

Edexcel 9FA01/2      

Exam Board website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-design-2008.html 

Course Outline: Year one: building practical skills, material experiments and explorations, research, informed 

responses, practical and written analysis, planning, decision making and personal outcomes. Much 

of your work will be done in sketchbooks; these must be continually annotated, to explain and 

express your personal understanding and interpretation of the work. A Life drawing class will run 

for 6 weeks after school. 

(AS: An exam will only be taken by students who intend to take an AS in Art and do not want to 

complete the full A level (this would be the exception rather than the rule). All students intending 

to complete the full A level will continue with coursework across both years and the course will 

conclude with a single exam at the end of Year 13. In the case of students taking the AS exam you 

will be given a starting point and develop a personal project working towards a ten hour 

controlled response.)  

Year two: building upon the knowledge, understanding and skills gained, you are expected to 

develop a chosen area into work of greater depth and sophistication. You will be given continued 

help and guidance, not least in deciding on an appropriate area of study. However, it is expected 

that students will show a more highly developed sense of responsibility for their work and will 

take on personal challenges and push themselves to create a thoughtful and substantial portfolio 

of coursework. Alongside practical work, you will produce an extended personal written 

investigation. This will be in the form of an illustrated essay (minimum 1000 words).  

Exam: From a given starting point students will develop work in much the same way as for 

coursework, in the form of research, exploration, investigation, experiment, and personal 

responses. The assignment will conclude with a fifteen hour period of supervised work, which will 

be in the form of an outcome linked to these investigations. 

Commitment and 

expectations: 

As an A level Art student at Beaminster/Colfox you will find that the staff are fully committed to 

your development, progress and success. We have a well organised and carefully structured 

course designed to help you build your skills, knowledge and confidence, and to introduce you to 

a wide range of techniques, ideas and approaches.  

You will be given an intensive experience through lesson times, which will then require building 

upo  th ough f ee  ti e a d ho e o k i  o de  to e te d ou  p a ti al a ilit  a d to p odu e 
the necessary volume of coursework.  A positive and hard- working attitude is essential if you are 

to keep on top of your work.  

Resources: You will be supplied with relevant and stimulating resources throughout the course. 

We will supply all the materials you need to successfully complete your A level. However, you will 

need to buy Sketchbooks, which are currently priced at £2.50 for standard A4 and £3.50 for 

standard A3 books. We sell these to you at cost price, so this represents a real saving over the 

equivalent books from a shop. If students decide to work on large boards or canvases they will 

need to buy these themselves, or make a contribution if they are obtained through the art dept.  

Your work will be 

assessed against 

these ASSESSMENT 

OBJECTIVES 

AO1: Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and 

other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding. 

AO2: Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes, 

reviewing and refining ideas as work develops. 

AO3: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work 

and progress. 

AO4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate, 

makes connections between visual and other elements. 

Deadlines – Planning 

Organisation 

Our programme of study includes a range of activities which are designed to help the student 

progress in a logical and structured way. At key times throughout the course there will be 

deadlines, which must be observed. This means forward planning (we recommend use of a diary, 

wallchart and/or calendar) particularly as it is inevitable that some deadlines will clash with other 

subjects.  It is important that all work is completed thoroughly and on time.  

We will give formal and informal assessments throughout the course which will help students to 

make progress and address key problems efficiently. 

Summer Task: Visit:     https://www.colfox.org/summer-bridging-work/  or come into Art Dept and collect 

worksheets from your teacher. 

https://www.colfox.org/summer-bridging-work/


 

 

Course: Biology 

Specification and 

code: 

OCR Biology A H420 

Exam Board website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-biology-a-h020-h420-from-2015/ 

Course outline: You will be studying a broad biology curriculum through both years. In your first year you will 

study cells and microscopy, including biological membranes and the cell cycle. You will also cover 

a module on exchange and transport in animals and plants, and a module on biodiversity, 

evolution and disease, finishing with a field trip at Slapton in Devon. Throughout the course you 

will develop practical skills, and keep a record of your practical work in order to complete your 

practical endorsement.  

Essential Reading: This will be your textbook, which we will issue when you start the course in September 

Background reading: Reading more widely around the subject e.g. periodicals such as Nature, or New Scientist and 

popular science books will give a more rounded view, and help develop a synoptic understanding.  

Biological Sciences Review is a magazine produced by Manchester University aimed at A-level and 

first year university students. https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Product/9781471856648 

The Guardian produced a list of Popular Science Biology books in 2014: 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/grrlscientist/2014/dec/17/the-best-science-books-of-

2014-biological-sciences 

 

Summer Task: Revise key skills from maths GCSE 

You need to be able to remember and use key mathematical formulae. 

 Calculate the circumference and area of a circle 

 Calculate the surface area and volume of rectangular prisms, of cylindrical prisms and of 

spheres e.g. calculate the surface area or volume of a cell 

Key formulae can be found here: 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/294471-mathematical-skills-handbook.pdf on page 57 

 

Microscopes & Cells ICT Independent Learning Task  

You need to do some background reading about each of the following areas. You may choose to 

make notes, produce a poster or record your learning in some other way. You will be expected to 

demonstrate your understanding in the first week of term. 

 Images of light and electron microscopes 

  The difference between magnification & resolution 

 The 2 types of electron microscope, how they work and the images they produce. 

(Transmission electron microscope and scanning electron microscope) 

 The maximum resolution & magnification that can be achieved with a) light microscopes 

b) electron microscopes (TEM, SEM, LSCM) 

 Advantages & limitations of using a) light microscopes b) electron microscopes 

 How to use an eye piece graticule & calibrate it with a stage micrometer 

 Recognise cell structures in eukaryotic cells 

 How cell structures are represented as seen with a light microscope using drawings and 

annotated diagrams 

 Using and re-arranging the magnification formula magnification = image size x object size 

 The similarities and differences in the structure & ultrastructure of prokaryotic and 

eukaryotic cells 

Here are some suggested websites: 

https://alevelnotes.com/Magnification/106  

http://www.biologymad.com/cells/microscopy.htm  

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/251799-drawing-skills-booklet-handbook.pdf  

https://www.slideshare.net/MrOakes/as-biology-lesson-2-measuring-cells  

http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/biology/cells-and-organelles/revise-it/introduction-to-cells  

http://www.biologymad.com/resources/AS%20Cells.pdf  

https://alevelnotes.com/Cell-Structure/6  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTnNv7YplSo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cj8dDTHGJBY  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9UvlqAVCoqY 

 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Product/9781471856648
https://www.theguardian.com/science/grrlscientist/2014/dec/17/the-best-science-books-of-2014-biological-sciences
https://www.theguardian.com/science/grrlscientist/2014/dec/17/the-best-science-books-of-2014-biological-sciences
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/294471-mathematical-skills-handbook.pdf
https://alevelnotes.com/Magnification/106
http://www.biologymad.com/cells/microscopy.htm
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/251799-drawing-skills-booklet-handbook.pdf
https://www.slideshare.net/MrOakes/as-biology-lesson-2-measuring-cells
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/biology/cells-and-organelles/revise-it/introduction-to-cells
http://www.biologymad.com/resources/AS%20Cells.pdf
https://alevelnotes.com/Cell-Structure/6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xTnNv7YplSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cj8dDTHGJBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9UvlqAVCoqY


 

 
Course: Business 

Specification and code: AQA 7132 (7131 AS) 

Exam board website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132 

Course outline: Year 12 (first year) 

An introduction to key business areas: marketing, operations, finance and human resource 

management. This includes a special focus on decision making – particularly how decisions made 

in one area can affect the rest of the business.  

Content  

Topic 1 – What is business?  

Topic 2 – Managers, leadership and decision making  

Topic 3 – Decision making to improve marketing performance  

Topic 4 – Decision making to improve operational performance  

Topic 5 – Decision making to improve financial performance  

Topic 6 – Decision making to improve human resource performance  

 

Year 13 (second year)  

An investigation of the strategic decisions that all businesses have to make. Content 

Topic 7 – Analysing the strategic position of a business  

Topic 8 – Choosing the strategic direction  

Topic 9 – Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies  

Topic 10 – Managing strategic change 

Essential reading: AQA Business, Marcouse, Hodder Education (covers the full course) 

Background reading: These resources are useful to research a range of business topics: 

 

Tutor2u     http://www.tutor2u.net/business 

Economics, business studies and enterprise association  

http://www.ebea.org.uk/teaching_resources/weblinks/websites_for_business_and_ec

onomics/websites_for_business_studies/ 

The Bottom Line podcasts  http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00dt2rn 

BBC Bitesize – useful introductions to topics  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpsvr82 

 

It is essential to build up a set of case studies to support the theory so you will need to 

collect cuttings from newspapers and magazines to support this. 

examples 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/ 

http://www.ft.com/home/europe 

Summer task: Every Little Helps 

https://www.tescoplc.com/media/264194/annual-report-2016.pdf 

 

Review the first 15 pages of the annual report 

produced by Tesco plc and explore the following 

issues: 

 

 What is the main purpose of Tesco plc? 

 Th ee tu a ou d  p io ities ha e een 

identified.  What are they and how has Tesco 

responded to them? 

 Do you think that the business is successfully 

meeting its purpose – serving shoppers a little 

better every day?  What evidence will you use 

to support your views? 

 

 

 

 

You should produce your answers in written form, it could be through a Powerpoint, 

essay, report or Q&A sheet, but should not be more than 2000 words. 

 

 

 

http://www.tutor2u.net/business
http://www.ebea.org.uk/teaching_resources/weblinks/websites_for_business_and_economics/websites_for_business_studies/
http://www.ebea.org.uk/teaching_resources/weblinks/websites_for_business_and_economics/websites_for_business_studies/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00dt2rn
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpsvr82
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.ft.com/home/europe


 

 

Course: Chemistry 

Specificatio

n and code: 

OCR A H032 (AS Level) or H432 (A Level) 

Exam Board 

website: 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-chemistry-a-h032-h432-from-2015/  

Course 

outline: 

You will be studying the foundations of physical and organic chemistry and biochemistry in your 

first year. There will be a large practical element to this work in which you can develop your 

investigative skills. A solid understanding of GCSE chemistry and confident mathematical skills are 

crucial to your success, as is a true desire to study A Level Chemistry.  

Essential 

Texts: 

 

Chemistry 1, OCR A Level 

By John Older and Mike Smith 

Published by Hodder Education 

ISBN 9781471827068 

 

A-Level Year 1, Chemistry, OCR A 

Complete Revision and Practice 

Published by CGP 

ISBN 9781782943402  

 

Background 

reading: 

Aspirin. The Story of a Wonder Drug  

By Diarmuid Jeffreys 

Published by Bloomsbury 

ISBN 9781582346007 

 

Periodic Tales, The Curious Lives of the Elements 

By Hugh Aldersey-Williams 

Published by Penguin 

ISBN 9780141041452 

Web sites: Chemguide www.chemguide.co.uk 

Rod s pages http://rod.beavon.org.uk/index.htm  

Knockhardy http://www.knockhardy.org.uk/sci.htm 

Amazing grades www.amazing-grades.com 

Memrise https://www.memrise.com/  

Good chemistry reads                          https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/chemistry  

Summer 

Task: 

Your task over the summer is to complete the work book provided on the school website: 

https://www.colfox.org/summer-bridging-work/ and come to your first AS Level Chemistry lesson 

p epa ed to ask uestio s o  a thi g ou do t u de sta d. The workbook has been designed to 

bridge the gap between GCSEs and the start of A Level so that you can gain confidence in your 

current understanding of the subject and begin to work independently; there is AS Level material 

within the workbook and you will have to use the resources or websites above to look stuff up! It 

also aims to give you an insight into the wonderful world of A Level Chemistry and decide if this 

subject is really for you. It is crucial that you complete it so you turn up in September excited by 

chemistry and ready for the challenge ahead!  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-chemistry-a-h032-h432-from-2015/
http://www.chemguide.co.uk/
http://rod.beavon.org.uk/index.htm
http://www.knockhardy.org.uk/sci.htm
http://www.knockhardy.org.uk/sci.htm
http://www.amazing-grades.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/chemistry
https://www.colfox.org/summer-bridging-work/


 

 

Course: Design Technology, Product design 

Specification and code: EDEXCEL  

Exam Board website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/design-technology-

product-design-2017.html 

 

Course outline: The course is made up of two parts which have an equal weighting. 

 

The first part is the NEA or coursework which makes up 50% of the course. For this part 

you will need to identify your own client and design brief and then work through 

designing and making a product which fore fills the clients requirements.  

 

The second part of the course is made up of an exam which makes up the other 50%. 

This requires students to be aware of different materials, their properties and working 

characteristic, processes and techniques, digital technologies, factors effecting 

development, impact of technology, hazards and risks, manufacturing industry, the 

environment, legislation and information handling and modelling.  

 

Recently the exam board has introduced a maths content which requires the students to 

be aware of percentages, percentiles, ratios, calculate area and volume, trigonometry, 

construction and use of graphs and data, coordinates and geometry and statistics and 

probability. 20% of questions in the exam will assess mathematical ability.  

Essential Reading: EDEXCEL A Level Design and Technology, Product design, Attwood, Lambert and Neal, 

ISBN: 978-0-435757-78-6. This book is extremely useful as it contains all the theory in 

small sections and has examples of the coursework standard with commentary.  

Reading through unit 1 will provide a very good grounding also recapping on GCSE 

knowledge will be helpful.  

Any higher tier GCSE maths text book, recap on GCSE maths to keep content fresh and 

understood.   

Background reading: Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Design and Technology Student Book 

Or 

Edexcel GCSE Design and Technology Resistant Materials Student Book 

 

They will provide a good grounding in subject knowledge which is built upon at A-Level. 

Year 2 reading (non-

essential at this early 

stage) 

From the same book, unit 3 includes additional knowledge needed for the exam at the 

end of the course.  

Unit 4 provides an example of the NEA (coursework) and is necessary reading to be 

aware of the standard and where marks area awarded.  

Summer Task: Purchase the book in essential reading, Look on Amazon now as these books will be sold 

by students completing the A-Level course.  

 

1, Start with unit 2, read through the different materials, some of you will be familiar 

ith f o  GCSE ut othe s ou o t as the  a e e lusi e to A-Level.  

Make notes on each of the materials focusing on the properties of each material.  

 

2, Pick an existing product and justify which materials would be most suitable to make 

this product out of (e.g. could choose a mobile phone, there are many different 

materials that could be used so you would have to read, understand the materials and 

then select the most appropriate).  

 

3, Start looking for a suitable client that could be used in your A-Level project. It must be 

so eo e ho is elia le a d o t uit half a  th ough the p oje t a g a dpa e t is 
often best).  

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/design-technology-product-design-2017.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/design-technology-product-design-2017.html


 

 

Course: Edexcel A Level Drama and Theatre 

Specification and code: (9DR0) 

Exam Board website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/drama-and-

theatre-2016.html 

Course outline: Year 1: 

Component 1- Devising (40%) 

Devising an original performance, using an excerpt from a play text as stimulus and in 

the style of a recognised theatre practitioner/ company. A supporting document in the 

form of a portfolio, to record, analyse and evaluate the performance and the process of 

making that performance.  Assessed by your teachers.  

Preparation for component 3 -written exam 

The study of two plays in preparation for the written exam. One play will be studied in 

light of a chosen theatre practitioner e.g. Brecht.  

Year 2: 

Component 2- Text in Performance (20%) 

Two performances of extracts from plays. One as part of a group and the other as a 

monologue or duologue. Assessed by external examiner.  

Component 3- Theatre Makers in Practice (40%) 

Preparation for 2.5 hour exam in three sections: 

A) Live Theatre Evaluation- one question from a choice of two, analysing and 

evaluating a live production seen during the course.  

B) Page to Stage: Realising a performance text- two extended questions about an 

unseen extract of a play studied in class, answering from the perspective of a 

performer and a designer.  

C) Interpreting a Performance Text- one question from a choice of two based on an 

unseen extract of a second play studied in class.  

 

Essential Reading: The specification on the website above.  

Background reading:  Any plays that interest you. You should also go to the theatre/ see live performance 

whenever you can.  

Date for the diary: We a e goi g to see Things I know To Be True   F a ti  Asse l , i  Poole, i  the 
evening, Thursday 23rd November. Parent mail to follow.  

Summer Task: Answer the following questions (on paper!): 

What have you seen at the theatre that has inspired you? 

What role have you most enjoyed playing and why? This could be in class; school 

production; a club outside of school; local pantomime etc.  

What is your favourite style/ genre of theatre? 

What are you most looking forward to about studying Drama and Theatre at A level? 

Be prepared to discuss these questions as a class at the beginning of the course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Course: English Language 

Specification and 

code: 

AQA AS (7701)  A-level (7702) 

Exam Board website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/englishlanguage  

Course outline: A Level: 

Component 1: Exam – Language, the Individual and Society 

Component 2: Exam – Language Diversity and Change 

Component 3: Coursework – creative writing plus investigation 

Essential Reading: David Crystal, The English Language – a guided tour of the language 

David Crystal, Words Words Words 

Background reading:  Any of Da id Cr stal s language books – C stal s E lopaedia of the 
E glish La guage  is excellent and could become an essential reference 

book for you over the course. 

 Pla et Word  by J.P. Davidson which accompanies the BBC series - with a 

forward by Stephen Fry. 

 Any collection of short stories e.g. The O fo d Book of E glish Sho t 
Sto ies  edited  A.S. B att. 

 Any collection of writing about writing e.g. Stop What You e Doi g A d 
Read This  pu lished  Vi tage Books. 

Year 2 reading (non-

essential at this early 

stage) 

 Bill B so s fas i ati g a d e  eada le histo  of the E glish 
language: Mother To gue . 

 The BBC book Balderdash a d Piffle  which looks at the origin of words – 

the chapter on swearing is particularly good! 

Summer Task: Choose tasks from the following list to suit your interests.  You must complete at 

least two.  Keep all of your work in a scrapbook or a folder.  Bring this with you 

to your first lesson in September. 

 Conduct some linguistic research: is there a gender imbalance in 

hild e s ooks?  E plo e ha a te  o st u tio  a d ep ese tatio , use 
of des iptio , use of dialogue… 

 Explore an online resource such as a chat room or social media page. 

Explore how language is used to represent individuals and different social 

groups. 

 Select a television programme and investigate the language used. Does 

the language of Eastenders reflect real spoken language? How does the 

language of Nigella compare to the language of Jamie Oliver?  You could 

record and transcribe a section of dialogue and look for features that 

ake it u i ue… 

 Collect different newspaper articles based on the same story.  Explore 

how the different publications communicate story through language and 

layout. Analyse the headlines, the use of fact and opinion, the use of 

i age , o  se satio alis … 

 Explore and write: does accent betray class? 

 Write an article fo  a agazi e: Ho  to Su i e ou  Fi st Festi al!  

 Write an online blog to entertain and argue about a passion of yours e.g. 

Why Clarkson should have gone long ago! The truth about Rio de Janeiro! 

 
 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/englishlanguage


 

 

Course: English Literature 

Specification and code: AQA B 7717 (7716 AS) 

Exam Board website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-b-7716-7717 

Course outline: In year 1 you will study the literary genre of comedy and you will begin your non-exam 

assessment linked to critical theory, which continues into year 2. In year 2, you will 

study further texts and genres (with elements of crime or political/social protest).   

 

Essential Reading: Shakespeare: Twelfth Night (this text is essential. Be sure to read it or watch it). 

Wilde: The Importance of Being Earnest  

Austen: Emma 

Various: The Flea, Ta  O Sha te , A Sati i al Eleg  o  the Death of a Late Fa ous 
Ge e al, Su  P estat , M s Sis phus, Not M  Best Side, M  Ri al s House 

Background reading: The Connell Guides (www.connellguides.com): these are my new favourite critical 

studies. They are short, accessible, but never less than fascinating. Highly 

recommended. 

Routledge s Ne  Criti al Idio  ooks: these are detailed, useful introductions to genre 

(i.e., the gothic, comedy, tragedy, etc. Again, by reading these books you will give 

yourself a head-start. 

Peter Barry, Beginning Theory (Manchester University Press): an excellent introduction 

into the fascinating world of critical theory. Older editions are available cheaply online. 

O ford U i ersit  Press  Ver  Short I trodu tio s : although short, the font is very 

s all i  these ooks a d as a esult, the  ofte  feel a lot lo ge  tha  e  sho t . These 
books offer good introductions to theories and genres, but can sometimes be a little 

heavy-going. That said, if you want to stretch yourself, feel free! 

Abrams Glossary of Literary Terms: essential. You will find a second-hand copy 

reasonably cheaply online.  

Summer Task on 

Comedy: 

A sound understanding of the genre of Comedy is essential. Therefore, read about the 

histo  of the o i  ge e, f o  A istotle s o igi al ideas th ough to Shakespea e s 
adaptation of the form and up to the present day.  

Explore the genre of COMEDY in all its hilarity and diversity. Begin to explore how 

COMEDY has changed over time. Explore the subject matter and techniques used by 

your favourite comedians. How far do they conform to comedic conventions?  

Watch, read or see a live performance of a Shakespearian comedy such as Twelfth 

Night, Much Ado About Nothing, As You Like It or even The Merchant of Venice.  

Produce an essay (no longer than 1000 words) in which you present what you have 

discovered about the genre of comedy. 

Summer Tasks  

relating to the non-

exam assessment 

Read to widen your appreciation of English Literature – and for pleasure.  

 

You might consider these novelists: Charles Dickens, Hilary Mantel, Graham Greene, Ian 

McEwan, Margaret Atwood, Khaled Hosseini, Jim Crace, Ali Smith, Kate Atkinson.  

Visit a bookshop and explore the shelves thoroughly. Notice what engages your 

attention – or overwhelms you!   

 

Read other contemporary poets such as Seamus Heaney, Alice Oswald and Simon 

Armitage, as well as the established figures such as T.S. Eliot, Edward Thomas, Robert 

Frost, W.H. Auden, Keats, Coleridge, Byron, Browning, Rossetti etc. Look at poetry 

websites e.g. the Poetry Society website.  

 

Go to the theatre and see a play.  

 

Read the arts section of a quality newspaper. 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-level/english-literature-b-7716-7717


 

 

Course: Film Studies 

Specification and code: WJEC Eduqas A level Film Studies: A670QS / 603/1147/2 

Exam Board website: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies/as-a-level/WJEC-Eduqas-A-level-

Film-Studies-specification.pdf 

Course outline: You will study a variety of genres and movements within cinema in Year 1, ranging from 

lassi al  to e  Holl ood. We ll o e  i die  a d ai st ea  i e a, a d also look 
at so e o te po a  B itish i e a. Yea   e plo es a o e glo al  aspe t to i e a, 
and you will produce your very own short film as part of coursework. 

Essential Reading: As the course is brand new, no course text books are currently available. We expect 

publication of text books in May 2018. 

 

Look for the texts below online. Amazon and Ebay often have these books for sale 

second-hand. If you can find them, buy them. They will be invaluable. 

 

Film Studies: The Essentials (Teach Yourself Paperback) by Warren Buckland: this is 

perhaps the best introduction to the theory and ideas behind film studies. 

Introduction to Film (Palgrave) by Nick Lacey: detailed and comprehensive but also 

accessible. A very useful text to get you started. 

The Cinema Book BFI   Pa  Cook BFI : A g eat te t. Good fo  dippi g i to  

Sight and Sound (BFI monthly magazine): this is an excellent magazine that reviews 

e e  e  elease i  i e as. If ou a t find this magazine, try Empire, Total Film or 

Entertainment Weekly 

Background reading: These texts are very useful for our first term’s stud : 
 

Film: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford) by Michael Wood 

The Oxford Guide To Film Studies (Oxford) by John Hill, Pamela Church Gibson 

 

Useful Critical Guides: 

Film Theory: An Introduction (Blackwell) by Robert Stam. Try also to get hold of the 

anthology of essays that compliments this book. 

  

Year 2 reading (non-

essential at this early 

stage) 

Year 13 opens the study of cinema up to global perspectives. You will be advised about 

titles and texts towards the end of Year 12.  

 

I po ta tl , ou ill e sta ti g ou  ou se o k i  Yea   a d ou ll e pe ted to pla , 
shoot and edit your own film (4 – 5 minutes). 

 

The Fil  Guerrilla s Ha d ook (Continuum Books) by Jones and Joliffe will give you 

plenty of tips on how to get the best shots possible on a miniscule budget. 
 

Summer Task: Obviously, you should try to read as many of the titles on the reading lists above. You 

have a choice of tasks over the summer holiday which are designed to help you prepare 

for the course and encourage you to think about the skills and ideas needed for the 

course. Be prepared to share your work with the class early on in the course.  

 

TASKS (choose one): 

 Plan, shoot and edit a short film (2 – 3 minutes) inspired by the theme of 

o i g o  

 Write a script (1000 – 1500 words) for either a complete short or a sequence 

f o  ithi  a lo ge  fil , i spi ed  the idea the e d of the affai  

 Wat h Alf ed Hit h o k s Vertigo (1958) and prepare a Powerpoint 

presentation o  Hit h o k s use of the a e a to tell the sto  

 Prepare on Powerpoint presentation on a genre of your choice (western, 

horror, rom-com, etc.) Explore the key texts, history and continued influence of 

the genre on contemporary cinema 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tragedy-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0192802356/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1464104641&sr=1-1&keywords=tragedy


 

 

Course: A Level French 

Specification and code: AQA A Level French 7652 

Exam Board website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652  

Course outline: The two year course aims to improve each of the four language skills of listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. These are practised through the study of the following 

main areas: Social issues and trends, political and artistic culture and the appreciation of 

literary texts and film. In addition, you will improve your knowledge of grammar and in 

the final year of the course, you will have the opportunity to undertake an individual 

research project. The key areas of study above are divided into several sub-themes 

which can be seen in more detail by following the link above. 

Essential Reading: You need to ensure that you have a comprehensive dictionary sufficient for A Level 

study.  

Background reading: Ensure that you are reasonably confident with the grammar covered at GCSE level and 

in particular the formation of the tenses: past perfect, future, present, conditional and 

imperfect. You could invest in a grammar book for regular reference and practice. 

Alternatively, www.languagesonline.org.uk has a wealth of grammar practice and full 

explanantion. 

Summer Task: LA VIE PENDANT L OCCUPATION 

As part of your French A Level, we will study a film and a book which convey what life 

was like in the Occupation of France during the second World War. You will need to 

have some understanding and appreciation of the historical context in order to better 

understand the stories.  

Your task is to undertake a research project which you will present to the class in 

September in English. Ideally your presentation will be in the form of a Powerpoint 

presentation.  

As a guide you will need to research the following information: 

1. What was the occupation? 

2. How were the people of France affected in their daily lives? 

3. What was the French Resistance movement? 

4. What can you find out about the following: - Charles de Gaulle, Philippe Petain, 

Jean Moulin, the Vichy Government. 

5. What was life like for the Jewish population living in France at the time? 

6. What can you find out about the French triade  Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité?  
How did it change during the time of the Occupation and why? How would this 

have made the French population feel? 

GRAMMAR 

 

I have provided some grammar practice for you. https://www.colfox.org/summer-

bridging-work/ . In addition please use the website above.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/french-7652
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
https://www.colfox.org/summer-bridging-work/
https://www.colfox.org/summer-bridging-work/


 

 

Course: Further Mathematics 

 

Specification and code: Edexcel 8FM0 

 

Exam Board website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-

2017.html#tab-2 

 

Course outline: The AS level qualification is assessed through two 1 hour 40 minute papers, both taken 

in the summer of Year 13. They are Core Pure Mathematics, and a Further Mathematics 

option. 

 

In Core Pure Mathematics you will study proof, complex numbers, matrices, algebra and 

functions, further calculus and further vectors. 

 

In the optional unit you can study further pure mathematics, further statistics, further 

mechanics or decision mathematics. Two of these different disciplines can be combined 

in one paper. The combination that we decide upon is usually determined by other 

subjects that students are studying, and possible university choices. For example, if 

many of our students are physicists then we would choose a mechanics option. 

 

Summer Task: It is important that you spend some time over the summer holidays preparing for your 

course. You have access to a booklet to help you prepare for mathematics; the content 

also applies to further mathematics. The booklet contains notes, examples and exercises 

covering GCSE topics that you will need to be confident with before next year; you 

should work through all of the sections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#tab-2
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html#tab-2


 

 

Course: Geography 

Specification 

and code: 

Geography (7037) 

Exam Board 

website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/as-and-a-level/geography-7037 

Course 

outline: 

Component 1: Physical geography (40%) 

Section A: Water and carbon cycles 

Section B: Coastal systems and landscapes 

Section C: Hazards  

 

Component 2: Human geography (40%) 

Section A: Global systems and global governance 

Section B: Changing places 

Section C: Contemporary urban environments 

 

Component 3: Geography fieldwork investigation (20%) 

You will complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in the field. The 

individual investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the student 

relating to any part of the specification content. 

Reading Take a look at these online resources from the RGS, they have created a PDF for each topic, at the 

bottom of each PDF there is a short reading list.  There is also a range of really good articles and 

videos of lectures for various topics. 

 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/School+Members+Area/School+Members+Area.htm 

 

You MUST read through each of these PDFs 

You SHOULD watch some of the lectures/read some of the articles 

You SHOULD read Brick Lane by Monica Ali – there are some copies available in the LRC 

You COULD also read one of the books from the further reading section 

You COULD also read through one of other books suggested or one of the core textbooks below 

(copies of each are in the LRC – ou do t eed to u  the . 

 

Core textbooks:  

A/AS Level Geography for AQA Student Book-Cambridge University Press- ISBN: 9781316606322  
AQA A-level Geography Fourth Edition- Hodder Education- ISBN: 9781471858697  
AQA Geography A Level Human Geography - Oxford University Press- ISBN: 9780198366515 

AQA Geography A Level Physical Geography- Oxford University Press- ISBN: 978-0-19-836651-5 

Fieldwork 

dates  

You will undertake two different field work studies as part of your A-level course. 

 

Leeson House Hydrological Cycle study— Monday 13th to Tuesday 14th November- Approx. cost £85 

 

There may be an optional fieldtrip available during the Summer term of Year 12 – This could be to 

Iceland!  Approx. cost £700. 

Summer 

Task: 

The first two topics you will be taught as part of the new A-level are water and carbon cycles for 

physical geography and changing places for your human topic.  

 

Water and carbon cycles: 

Conduct some preliminary research into the water cycle. Find out where water is stored, how it is 

transported and moved from one state to another. Produce an A3 academic poster to show the 

different processes of the water cycle.  

 

Changing places:  

Find 5 artefacts (things) that represent a place of your choice.  The place can be at any scale – a 

country, an area, a town, a house.  An artefact could be a photo, postcard, poem, painting, song, 

piece of music, anything.  You will need to bring these in with you.  

 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/School+Members+Area/School+Members+Area.htm


 

 

Course: Government and Politics 

Specification and code: Edexcel A Level Politics 9PLO  

Component 1: UK Politics (*Component code: 9PL0/01)  

Component 2: UK Government (*Component code: 9PL0/02) 

Component 3: Comparative Politics (*Component code: 9PL0/3A or 3B)  

Exam Board website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/politics-2017.html 

Course outline: The new A Level Politics course will now be taught like most other A Levels over a two 

year period. You will then sit three examinations at the end of the course, each worth 

33.3%. All three exams are 2 hours long and are out of 84 marks. In year one the focus 

will be on British Government and Politics and Core and Optional Political Ideas. Then in 

year two you will study US Government and Politics in comparison to the UK and 

regularly revise what you learnt in year one. 

Advised Summer 

Reading: 

Over the summer it is highly recommended you regularly read Daily Newspapers such as 

the Times, Mirror, Express, Guardian, Financial Times and Telegraph, The Huffington 

Post, New York Times and Washington Post. 

 

It is also recommended you look at websites such as BBC News, the New Statesman, The 

Economist, Sky News, Channel 4 News, the UK Polling Report and the websites of major 

political parties, the Conservatives, SNP, Labour and the Liberal Democrats.  I would also 

try and look at CNN, ABC, MSNBC, Fox News channels and the Democrat and Republic 

Party websites for America 

 

It would be highly recommended that you keep up to date with our current political 

climate in this unbelievable time in UK and US Government and Politics when immense 

changes in our lives are about to take place. Having an up to date knowledge will be 

extremely useful in class and for the examination as examiners like to see contemporary 

examples of elections, laws and pressure groups. Just searching the web for 20-30 

minutes 3 to 4 times a week would be hugely beneficial or watching the 7pm news on 

Channel 4 or the 10pm news on any major channel. 

Background reading: There is not an essential textbook that you need to purchase and all essential notes will 

be given to you as hand-outs. However, it might be worth borrowing a general book 

from your local library or purchasing a general book. Please see below for some 

recommendations: 

 

British Politics Guide for Dummies by Julian Knight 

Politics: A very short introduction another good starting point by Tony Wright 

British Politi s: A egi er s guide  Ri hard S Gra so  

British Politics: The Basics by Bill Jones 

Any cheap texts you can find on Amazon on Liberalism, Conservatism and Socialism. 

Any Dummies guides to different areas of US Government and Politics 

 

Reading auto/biographies of famous British Political Figures since Margaret Thatcher 

will also be useful. 

Summer Task: Keep up to date with British Government and Politics. There will be a baseline test to 

see what your knowledge is like within the first week but remember this will be the 

first time you will have studied Government and Politics so we do not expect you to 

have an encyclopaedic knowledge. However, I would expect you to know key political 

leaders, your local MP, members of the Cabinet and shadow cabinet, the main parties 

in the UK and the make-up of the Houses of Parliament. 

 

Get prepared by purchasing a pad of paper to make notes, get folder dividers and a 

lever arch file. KEEPING YOURSELF ORGANISED WILL BE VERY IMPORTANT TO 

ACHIEVING SUCCESS. 

 

 



 

 

Course: History 

Specification and code: OCR A H505  

Exam Board website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-history-a-h105-h505-from-2015/  

Course outline: You will study two complete modules in the first two terms before beginning the final two in the 

final term of Year 12. Any general reading on the two topics will be beneficial.  

The first two modules will be:  

 The Early Tudor period 1485-1554. 

 Democracy and Dictatorship: Germany 1919-1963 

Essential Reading: There is no absolute requirement to have read anything before September but the more reading 

that can be done in advance, so much the better. 

Background reading: These te ts a e e  useful fo  ou  fi st te s stud : 
The Tudors         

Alison 

Plowden 

The House of Tudor Is good on the personalities of 

John Guy               The Tudors: A Very Short 

Introduction 

An excellent introduction 

S.T. Bindoff Tudor England  An excellent resource for the entire 

period 

Antonia Fraser The Six Wives of Henry VIII  A very readable account. 

G R Elton England Under the Tudors  A classic, if older, whole-period 

resource. 

Please note that Beaminster School has a very well stocked library on the Tudors in Mr 

Lithgo s oo . You a e el o e to o se this a d o o  f o  it. 
 

Democracy and Dictatorship: Germany 1919-1963  

D Murphy (ed.)  Germany 1870-1991, Collins, Flagship History (2000) 

Stephen J Lee Hitler and Nazi Germany Routledge (1998) 

A Kitson Germany 1858-1991, Hope Terror and Revival, Oxford Advanced 

History, (2001) 

Mary Fulbrook A History of Germany, OUP, (1992) 

 Please ote that Colfo  S hool has a e  ell sto ked li a  o  Ge a  i  Miss Ja es  
room. You are welcome to browse this and borrow from it. 

 

Films and 

Documentaries 

There are numerous films and documentaries available that can provide an excellent basis for your 

studies. Keep an eye on the TV schedules as new resources are always appearing. 

The Tudors on Cinema and TV  

 Wolf Hall. A ulti a a d i i g adaptatio  of Hila  Ma tel s ook 

 Monarch. A good docu-drama  by an acclaimed director. 

Documentaries. (Youtube has some of these available) 

The Six Wives of Henry VIII by David Starkey a 4 part Channel 4 series. 

The Mind of a Tyrant by David Starkey a 4 part Channel 4 series, again. 

Monarchy Series 2 Episodes 1-3 by David Starkey on Channel 4 

History of Britain by Simon Schama (available on DVD) 

Henry VII, The Winter King  BBC Documentaries. A good introduction to Henry VII 

 

Democracy and Dictatorship on Cinema and TV 

 The Wonderful and Horrible Life of Leni Riefenstahl. (1993) – A documentary of the film 

di e to s life. 
 Hitler, the Rise of Evil (2003) – D a atized sto  ofHitle s a ee  

 Triumph of the Will (1935) – Propaganda film on Hitler 

 The Lives of Others (2006) – Life in East Germany during the Cold War. 

 The Pianist (2002) – Life of Jewish musician during Nazi reign 

 S hi dler s list (1996) – showing how people attempted to escape the Holocaust 

 Anne Frank The Whole Story (2006) – two part mini-series based on the Diary of Anne 

Frank. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-history-a-h105-h505-from-2015/


 

 

Course: Mathematics 

 

Specification and code: Edexcel 9MA0 

 

Exam Board website: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-

2017.html 

 

Course outline: The A level qualification is assessed through three 2 hour papers, all taken in the 

summer of Year 13. They are Pure Mathematics 1, Pure Mathematics 2 and Statistics 

and Mechanics. 

 

In Pure mathematics you will study proof, functions, coordinate geometry, sequences 

and series, trigonometry, logarithms, differentiation, integration and vectors. 

 

Topics covered in Statistics are sampling, data interpretation, probability, distributions 

and hypothesis testing. 

 

In Mechanics you will stud  ki e ati s, fo es, Ne to s la s a d o e ts. 
 

Summer Task: It is important that you spend some time over the summer holidays preparing for your 

course. You have access to a booklet to help you do this. The booklet contains notes, 

examples and exercises covering GCSE topics that you will need to be confident with 

before next year; you should work through all of the sections.  

 

You will be tested on this material in your first lesson at Beaminster in September. If 

you score below 60% you will have to do a retest the following week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/mathematics-2017.html


 

 

Course: Physical Education 

Specification and code: OCR A Level PE (H555) 

Exam Board website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-physical-education-h155-h555-

from-2016/  

Course outline: A level PE allows students to receive a well-rounded and full introduction to the world 

of PE, sport and sports science. This complete grounding in the subject provides a 

fantastic base from which to build when they move on to higher education, 

employment or further training. The course lasts for 2 years and there will be 3 exams. 

These will be: 

 

Physiological factors affecting performance (2 hours)-Worth 30% of the qualification 

Psychological factors affecting performance (1 Hour) 20% of qualification 

Socio-cultural issues in physical activity and sport (1 hour) 20% of qualification 

 

There is also a practical unit that involves performance/coaching and evaluation of 

performance. This is worth 30% of the qualification. Students can be assessed in a range 

of activities.  

Essential/Background 

reading/Websites: 

These te ts are ver  useful for our first term’s stud : 
This will be our main text: 

Honeybourne, J. & Powell, S.: OCR A Level PE Book 1 (2016 ISBN: 9781471851735) 

 

Clegg, C. Exercise Physiology And Functional Anatomy (1995) Feltham Press Walder, P. 

Mechanics And Sport Performance (1998) Feltham Press (1998) Burrows, S. Byrne, M.  

 

Useful Websites: 

 Physiological areas  

www.pponline.co.uk  

www.brianmac.co.uk  

www.sport-fitness-advisor.com  

www.getbodysmart.com  

www.innerbody.com 

www.mypeexam.com  

 

Journals: 

Journal of Sports Sciences  

Journal of Sport & Social Issues  

All sports magazines will offer a view on performing, coaching, science, current issues or 

history of sport(s). They are therefore valuable wider reading material. 

 

 

 

 

Summer Task: Your task over the summer is to complete the following tasks from the OCR website: 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-physical-education-h155-h555-

from-2016/ 

 

Task : Do load a d o plete the Motio  a d fo es a ti it  – Topic explo atio  

Task : Do load a d o plete the Mode  te h olog  i  Spo t – Lea e  a ti it  

 

Both of these a  e fou d i  the Topi  e plo atio  pa ks  se tio .  
You will need to use both the recommended reading and any other research methods 

to complete these tasks to ensure a knowledge of these topics before September.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-physical-education-h155-h555-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-physical-education-h155-h555-from-2016/
http://www.pponline.co.uk/
http://www.brianmac.co.uk/
http://www.sport-fitness-advisor.com/
http://www.getbodysmart.com/
http://www.innerbody.com/
http://www.mypeexam.com/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-physical-education-h155-h555-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-physical-education-h155-h555-from-2016/


 

 

Course: Performing Arts (Dance and Music) 

Specification and code: Cambridge Technical Level 3 Extended Certificate – Performing Arts / OCR / 05850 

Exam Board website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-

technicals-performing-arts-level-3-certificate-extended-certificate-foundation-diploma-

diploma-05850-05853-2016-suite/  

Course outline: Year 1 – You will complete 2 pieces of coursework. Unit 4 Combined Arts will require 

you to move out of your comfort zone performance wise and develop wider skills as this 

is required within the industry. You will work on creating an adaptation of 

Shakespea e s Ma eth. U it 8 Pe fo i g Repe toi e ill allo  ou to sho ase ou  
skills in Dance or Music to perform pieces by a chosen artist or choreographer and then 

to place your own interpretation of these performers. Both of these units are internally 

assessed.  

Year 2 – This year you will complete 3 (examined) units. These 3 work together to give 

you the skills to put on your own performance with a clear understanding of the inner 

workings of the Performing Arts industry.  

Essential Reading:  William Shakespeare. Macbeth 

 Goran, E., Nicholson, H. and Normington, K. (2007) Making a Performance: Devising 

Histories and Contemporary Practices. Routledge. ISBN: 0415286530 

 Murray, S. (2016) Physical Theatres. Routledge. ISBN: 9781138782105 

Background reading:  Aston, Elaine & Savona, George. (1991) Theatre as a Sign-System: A Semiotics of 

Text & Performance. Routledge.  

 Carlson, Marvin. (1996) Performance: A Critical Introduction. Routledge.  

DANCE 

 Ca te , Ale a d a a d O Shea.  The Routledge Dance Studies Reader. 2nd ed. 

Routledge. 

 Clippenger, Sue.K. (2006) Dance Anatomy and Kinesiology, Human Kinetics. 

MUSIC 

 Shuker, R. (2012) Popular Music Culture: The Key Concepts. Third Edition. Routledge 

 Byrne, D. (2012) How Music Works. Canongate. 

Summer Task: Your task over the summer is easy: read as much as you can from the list above, 

particularly those texts a ked esse tial . The  ite a  essa  dis ussi g the state e t 
below: 

I agi i g Shakespeare: a rief histor  of ho s do e hat to the Bard.  
For this essay you will need to research the history of Shakespeare as well as a minimum 

of 3 different adaptations, e.g 10 Things I Hate About You.  

You should use quotes to reference your research and so you will need to create a 

bibliography and reference correctly using the Harvard referencing system. 

You are expected to hand in your essay during the first week of study. You MUST stick 

to the word count of 1600-1800 words and put the exact word count at the bottom.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-performing-arts-level-3-certificate-extended-certificate-foundation-diploma-diploma-05850-05853-2016-suite/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-performing-arts-level-3-certificate-extended-certificate-foundation-diploma-diploma-05850-05853-2016-suite/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-performing-arts-level-3-certificate-extended-certificate-foundation-diploma-diploma-05850-05853-2016-suite/


 

 

Course: Philosophy and Ethics (RS)  

Specification and code: H173 (AS) H573 (A-level) 

Exam Board website: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-

studies-h573.pdf 

 

Course outline: You will be studying Philosophy with Mr Barnes at Beaminster and Ethics with Mrs 

Wheele  at Colfo . We ill the  split the tea hi g of the u it De elop e ts of eligious 
thought – Ch istia it  

Philosophy outline: Here you will study ancient philosophical influences. The nature of 

the soul, mind and body. Arguments about the existence or non-existence of God and 

the nature and impact of religious experience as well as the challenge to religious belief 

of the problem of evil. 

Ethics outline:  

You will be exploring the key concepts and the works of influential thinkers. You will 

study different ethics theories such as Utilitarianism, Kantian Ethics, Natural Moral Law 

and Situation Ethics.  You will then be applying these theories to euthanasia and 

business ethics.  

Reading: Ethics 

 Practical Ethics – Peter Singer  

 Robert Bowie – Ethical Studies. Second edition.  

 The Puzzle of Christianity – Peter Vardy 

Philosophy:  

 The Puzzle of God – Peter Vardy 

 Any OCR approved Philosophy and Ethics text book.  

 A Thi ke s Guide to God - Vardy 

Summer Task:  

For Ethics 

Making moral decisions is something every human being does throughout life.  For 

some, ethics (moral principles) is logical, rational thinking, for others it is about 

obedience to a higher authority. What do you think? Do you believe ethics come from 

beliefs (religious or psychological ones) human psychology or something else? Do you 

think ethics really exist? An essay on your opinion. 

 

For Philosophy  

Va d  su s it up so ell i  his ook he  he sa s, To u de sta d the di e sit  of the 
present it is important to isit the past . Toda  people a ept o  eje t a  idea of God 
without actually considering what this word means.  

You should come up with an A3 sheet – it could be a poster / mindmap that attempts to 

explain what can be called 

 the God of the Philosophe s  a d  
 the God of S iptu e o  the Bi le . 

Although it is crude distinction – if you can grasp this it will really help you understand 

the rest of the course as it unfolds. 

M  suggestio  ould e to pu hase Pete  Va d s A thi ke s guide to God  ISBN 
190381622 – it will really help with this task. You can purchase it online for as little as 

£ :8  although I  su e ou  lo al ookshop o  li a  ill also e a le to help. 
Have a go – do t o  if ou get it o g – this is better than not attempting it at all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf


 

 

Course: Photography 

Specification and 

code: 

Art and Design - H200, H600 (from 2015) 

Exam Board website: http://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-art-and-design-h200-h600-from-2015/  

Course outline: Images surround us so understanding and being able to objectively analyse these images in order 

to navigate the digital world is increasingly essential for everyday life. Students will learn how to 

place photographic images in an historical and cultural context. Students will also learn how to use 

DSLR camera producing work for a series of units focussed on portraiture, landscapes and 

documentary photography genres. Alongside digital image editing software, students will also learn 

to develop and print black and white film in a traditional darkroom. Work produced during the 

course will be entered into local competitions and Art exhibitions in Bridport and Beaminster. The 

AS course is entirely assessed through a 10 hour exam (No coursework) and the A2 course has a 4-

5 Month Personal investigation worth 60% of your final mark and 15 hour exam worth 40% of your 

final mark.  

Essential Reading: There are very few specific texts for the course, however, the following books and especially 

magazines will provide you with lots of information on photography.  

Magazines Advanced Photographer Amateur Photographer British Journal of Photography 

Books How to photography absolutely everything: Successful pictures from your digital camera 

by Tom Ang DK. The Photography Book By Ian Jeffrey Phaidon Editors. Photography: The Whole 

Story By Juliet Hacking and David Campany Thames and Hudson 

Background reading: www.petapixel.com – an excellent photography news blog full of interesting features, stories, 

inspiration and news.  

http://create.adobe.com/2015/11/9/inspire_is_now_adobe_create_magazine.html An online 

magazine providing inspiration 

http://www.hashtagphotographymagazine.co.uk/ an interesting online magazine 

Year 2 reading (non-

essential at this early 

stage) 

Experimental Photography, A handbook of techniques By Luca Bendandi, Thames and Hudson  

Summer Task: Your summer work is split into two main parts, each consisting of a few simple tasks:  

PART 1: Photographing your Summer  

1. Selecting 10 images; 

2. Presenting your images; 

3. Explaining an image. 

PART 2: Investigating the work of others 

1. Visit a gallery and collect exhibition flyers; 

2. Find an artwork you like and one you hate; 

3. Write two paragraphs explaining why you like or dislike the artwork. 

PART 1: Photographing your Summer 

From all the hundreds of photos you will take over the Summer months (not including all the selfies) 

you need to select 10 of your best or favourite images, however you must include examples from 

the following five categories:  

1. 2 Portraits ( You may want to look at the work of Steve McCurry, Rankin, Annie Leibovitz) 

2. 2 Landscapes (Ansel Adams, Charlie Waite, Michael McKenna)  

3. 2 Action (Bob Martin, Andy Hooper, Eammon McCabe) 

4. 2 Abstract (Edward Weston, Tim Walker) 

5. 2 Open  

O e ou e ade ou  selection of 10 images, you need to present your images in a meaningful 

a , eithe  as i di idual p i ts, olle tio s o  i  a jou al, it s up to ou ho  ou do this.  
For your very best image, you need to explain how and why you took it, and what is it that makes 

this one image your favourite from the selection.   

PART 2: Investigating the work of others.  

Resea hi g, ie i g a d a al si g the o k of othe s is a u ial aspe t of a t a d it s i po ta t 
that you start to do this early, to get into the habit of doing so. There are a lot of galleries around, 

several in Bridport, Dorchester and Exeter, and obviously more further afield too. You need to go 

to an exhibition or show at one gallery, collect flyers about the show, spend time looking at and 

thinking about the work on show. If possible, take a few photos. Within the show find one piece of 

art that you love and one that you hate, and write two paragraphs outlining why you dis/like the 

artworks.  

 

http://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-art-and-design-h200-h600-from-2015/
http://www.absolutephoto.com/index.php/magazines/advanced-photographer
http://www.amateurphotographer.co.uk/
http://www.bjp-online.com/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/How-Photograph-Absolutely-Everything-Successful/dp/1405333073/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1467107792&sr=1-4&keywords=tom+ang+digital+photography
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Photography-Book-IanJeffrey/dp/071483937X/ref=pd_sim_14_6?ie=UTF8&dpID=5100NFxhhHL&dpSrc=sims&preST=_AC_UL160_SR138%2C160_&psc=1&refRID=4F1H9VTPN44GR6T87C0X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0500290458/ref=olp_product_details?_encoding=UTF8&me=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0500290458/ref=olp_product_details?_encoding=UTF8&me=
http://www.petapixel.com/
http://create.adobe.com/2015/11/9/inspire_is_now_adobe_create_magazine.html
http://www.hashtagphotographymagazine.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0500544379/ref=olp_product_details?_encoding=UTF8&me=


 

 

Course: Physics A level 

Specification 

and code: 

OCR A H556 

Exam Board 

website: 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-level-gce-physics-a-h156-h556-from-2015/ 

Course 

outline: 

The Physics A level course will take you from the basics you learned at GCSE right into the heart 

of some of the most up to date cutting edge Physics.  

During each year you will study two main modules.  

 

Year 1 

1. Forces and Motion. 

2. Electrons, Waves and Photons. 

 

Year 2 

3. Newtonian world and Astrophysics 

4. Particles and Medical Physics 

 

Alongside the theory done in class over the two years you will complete and appropriately 

document a series of practicals which build on scientific skills learned at GCSE. These practicals 

count towards a practical skills endorsement which is recorded alongside your final course grade. 

 

Your GCSE will have got you thinking about the world around you and some of you will have 

already gone above and beyond what you were expected to do in year 11 Physics.  

 

You ill fi d A le el a halle ge ut if ou sta  f esh ith ou  aths skills a d do t fo get hat 
you have learned at GCSE this will make your life a lot easier next year. 

 

Summer Task: We have put together a welcome to A level physics task sheet for you to complete. This sheet 

can be downloaded from the Colfox school website via the 6th form induction tab, at; 

 

https://www.colfox.org/summer-bridging-work/  

 

Please complete it over the summer for the start of the course in September. 

The first challenge is taking the initiative to find it, download it, print it and do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.colfox.org/summer-bridging-work/


 

 

Course: Psychology 

Specificat

ion and 

code: 

AQA A 7182 (AS7181) 

Exam 

Board 

website: 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182  

 

 

Course 

outline: 
Subject Content 

Year 1 is made up of compulsory content, 1-7 

Year 2 continues with compulsory content 8 and one topic from each option 

 

Compulsory content Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

1 Social influence 

2 Memory 

3 Attachment 

4 Psychopathology 

5 Approaches in 

Psychology 

6 Biopsychology 

7 Research methods 

8 Issues and debates in 

psychology 

9 Relationships 

10 Gender 

11 Cognition and 

development 

 

12 Schizophrenia 

13 Eating behaviour 

14 Stress 

 

15 Aggression 

16 Forensic 

psychology 

17 Addiction 

 

 

Summer 

Task: 

 

As Psychology is a new subject, your task is to explore psychology - what it is, what and how it is 

studied. Look on the web and make a note of what you find and where you find it.  

Some suggestions: 

 

Pod asts su h as these  f o   all i  the i d  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03hvx74   (discussion of what psychology is)  

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03jb373      (looking at studying the brain) 

 

outu e i t odu tio s su h as ash ou se  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_2494023707&feature=iv&src_vid=vo4p

MVb0R6M&v=hFV71QPvX2I  focuses on the science of psychology, how psychology is done 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vo4pMVb0R6M  general introduction looking at the history of 

psychology 

 

Then, in preparation for lessons: 

 

 Go to the AQA website and print off a copy of the spec A specification for Psychology 

 Get a folder ready for Psychology with some dividers in it for each section we will be 

covering  

 Research one of the following Psychologists and explain their work into Attachment: 

Bowlby, Ainsworth or Lorenz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03hvx74
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03jb373
https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_2494023707&feature=iv&src_vid=vo4pMVb0R6M&v=hFV71QPvX2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_2494023707&feature=iv&src_vid=vo4pMVb0R6M&v=hFV71QPvX2I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vo4pMVb0R6M


 

 

Course: Spanish 

Specification and code: AQA - 7962 

Exam Board website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692  

Course outline: In your first year, you study the following topics: Los valores tradicionales y modernos 

(family, attitudes towards divorce and the Catholic Church in Spain); El ciberespacio (the 

i te et, s a t te h olog  a d so ial et o ki g ; La igualdad de los se os o e s 
ights, a his o , LGBTQ ights ; La i flue ia de los ídolos fa ous people a d thei  

influence); La identidad regional (regional customs, food and languages); El patrimonio 

cultural (pre-Spanish South American art and architecture, the history of Spain); the film 

Volver, by Pedro Almodovar.  

Essential Reading: A good grammar workbook should accompany you through the course. There are 

many options available, but particularly good is: 

Collins Easy Learning Spanish Grammar and Practice (ISBN: 0008141649) is a good 

choice.  

You need to be confident with your GCSE grammar, particularly tenses. I recommend 

you buy this book and work through at least the tenses section over the summer.  

Background reading: Understanding the cultural context of Spain is very important for success in the course. 

The following texts are useful and you should aim to read at least one in order to 

improve your knowledge of Spain and its history and culture. 

 

A History of Spain (Palgrave) by Simon Barton. A book with lots of information about 

Spain from prehistory to the modern period. 

The New Spaniards (Penguin) by John Hooper. A great introduction to modern Spain, 

from the 20th century onwards. Great discussions about the issues facing the modern 

country.  

South from Granada (Penguin) by Gerald Brenan. A fascinating autobiography written 

by an Englishman who lived in Spain after World War 1. It paints of a brilliant picture of 

life in Spain in the early 20th century. 

Ghosts of Spain (Faber & Faber) by Giles Tremlett. A thought provoking account of the 

Spanish Civil War and its consequences that still affect Spain.  

The Basque History of the World (Vintage) by Mark Kurlansky. An interesting history of 

this important region of Spain. 

Year 2 reading (non-

essential at this early 

stage) 

El otro árbol de Guernica by Luis de Castresena. This will be the set book that we read 

in Year 13 as part of the exam. 

 

Any reading about the Spanish Civil War will be useful to help inform you about the 

context of the book. 

Summer Task: Your task over the summer is easy: read as much as you can from the list above, 

particularly the grammar book.  

 

Then, please watch the film Volver by Pedro Almodovar. This is an essential part of the 

A-Level exam. Prepare a presentation in Spanish (perhaps using Powerpoint, but not 

strictly necessary) that explores one of the following areas. You will be expected to feed 

back to the class early in the course.  

 

1. An outline of the main characters and who your favourite is and why 

2. How Spain is represented in the film. What kind of aspects are shown as 

important in Spanish culture? 

3. An outline of the main themes of the film. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/as-and-a-level/spanish-7692
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Tragedy-Very-Short-Introduction-Introductions/dp/0192802356/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1464104641&sr=1-1&keywords=tragedy
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cambridge-Introduction-Tragedy-Introductions-Literature/dp/0521671493/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1464104641&sr=1-2&keywords=tragedy


 

 

Course: D&T: Fashion and Textiles 

Specification and code: AQA Specification code: 7562. QAN code: 603/1104/6 

Exam Board website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/as-and-a-level/design-and-

technology-fashion-and-textiles-7562 

Course outline: A modern and relevant fashion and textile course that allows students to learn about 

contemporary technologies, materials and processes, as well as established skills. This new 

qualification places greater emphasis on understanding and applying iterative design 

processes. Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes 

that sol e eal a d ele a t p o le s, o side i g thei  o  a d othe s  eeds, a ts a d 
values. 

Essential Skills Review: As this is a new course specification no text books are currently available. We expect 

publication of textbooks in Oct 2017. 

 

Consider your personal fashion and textile interests, your practical skills strengths and 

weaknesses, IT presentation skills and design drawing ability when completing this task. 

 

Collect a range of imagery to stimulate new ideas in new fabrics. Use Pinterest, google 

images, Wikipedia and AQA site to find materials, imagery, writing, presentation ideas and 

design drawings that build your strengths and address your weakness.  

 

(If you are able to complete any confidence building activities such as design drawing or 

embellishment samples then these would be welcome but not necessary). 

 

Enhance your fabric and fibres knowledge. Visit a department store and look at labels in 

o e s, e s a d hild e s lothi g. Also look at pe fo a e te tile ite s su h as 
outdoor wear, sports specific clothing and textile products for babies and small children. 

Make notes! 

 

Background reading: Collect a range of research materials that underpin your own fashion and design interests. 

 

Fashion magazines:-  Vogue, Elle ,Bazaar, articles in Sunday supplements. 

Interior Design magazines:- Elle Deco, Wallpaper, Good Homes etc 

Art Textiles:- World of Embroidery 

History of Fashion/Interior Design:- Take a particular period in Fashion or Design History and 

read available material so that you understand the social implications alongside the style 

details. Use library to source or use internet. 

 

Summer Task: Alongside the skills review and broader research listed please complete the task below.  

TASKS: 

 Identify a clothing company using RECYCLED or UPCYCLED materials as a key feature 

of their range. 

 Gain an understanding of materials used and fully discuss the environmental, social, 

moral and ethical aspects of the manufacture and selling ethos of the company you 

have chosen. 

 Fully identify the target market and user profile for your chosen company 

 Complete a series of original design drawings that the company could use as 

prototypes in the putting together of their Spring/Summer 2018 range/collection. 

 

N.B. This work can be presented as an A1 display board, a series of A3 pages, An 

illustrated essay or a Powerpoint. This work will be presented to the Fashion and 

Textile group in September. 

 

ENJOY!! 

 


