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September 2016 
 

Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back to a new school year!  A very special welcome to all of our new Year 7 students who have 
arrived with us looking very smart indeed. We began the term in house assemblies by reviewing some of 
the successes of last year.  Once again Mr David was able to capture so many of our ‘best bits’ in the form 
of a video.  We will let you know when you are able to watch this from a link on our website.   
 

It is always great to look back on the year just finished, but it’s even more important to look ahead and plan 
for the year ahead.  We encourage all our students, old and new, to get involved in as many extra-curricular 
activities as possible.  
 

Examination Results 
You may already have read about the successes of our students in their A Level and GCSE exams. We 
really are very proud of the efforts they put in.  Some highlights include: 
 

 At A Level, 98% of our Year 13 students winning a place at a university of their choice. 

 At AS level, 71 grade A’s and B’s were achieved by our Year 12 students at the halfway point of 
their course.   

 In Year 11 GCSE’s, 60% of the students achieved a high grade pass in English and Maths. 

 In Year 10 early entry GCSE’s, 78% of the grades achieved were at A*-C, 48% of grades were at 
A*-B and 25% of grades were at A*/A.  This really is excellent performance and sets the year group 
up nicely for Year 11.  
 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 
Attached to this letter are the extra-curricular clubs for this term.  We would encourage all students to be 
taking part in at least one activity and it so important in ensuring they have a broad and balanced 
education.  All work and no play is not a good thing!  As the upcoming weeks unfold we will soon be getting 
stuck into our internal house competitions.  Hinomaru dominated 2015-16, who will come out on top this 
year?  As this letter is being sent, the Tug of War is already underway. 
 

We also currently offer music lessons in: 
Piano 
Strings: Violin/Viola/Cello 
Guitars: Acoustic, electric, bass and ukulele. 
Drums 
Singing 
Woodwind and Brass 
 
ICT System 
We have been experiencing some issues with our ICT network in school which we are still in the process of 
resolving.  In particular, it has meant our admin team have experienced a very difficult period over the 
summer holidays and during the return to school.  I am very grateful for their patience and in the coming 
weeks significant work is being undertaken on our network and cabling which will improve speeds by up to 
tenfold.   
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Homework Club 
As usual the library will be open on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesday until 5.00pm.  We hope to add 
Thursdays in due course.  This can be a great place and time for students to complete homework (and get 
some help!) in a quiet environment with ICT facilities available.  Students do not need to book into this and 
are free to turn up on any night that suits them; Mrs Dixon will be delighted to see them! 
 
DISCO 
We have decided to hold two school DISCOS this year in the hope that reducing the number will increase 
the attendance.   The first DISCO will be on Friday 23 September from 7.00pm until 10.00pm and will cost 
£2.50.   
 
Uniform 
I am pleased to see just how smart the students look on their return to school.  In cases where student’s 
uniform does not meet the school policy then a member of our pastoral team will be in touch.  Full details of 
the expectations are available in student planners and are on the website.   Please remember that we no 
longer stock uniform and that all orders must be through our supplier, Oak Apple.  Visit their website 
www.oakappledirect.com or telephone on 01963 251151.  If using the website the school password is 
SJCDT61404. 
 
Parents Calendar  
This is also attached to this letter.  Obviously extra events, trips and visits are likely to be added during the 
year but we hope this list might help you in planning your child’s year and identify where possible costs might 
be incurred.  Next summer our final full week of term will be ‘Curriculum Enrichment Week’ (formerly Activities 
Week).   All of our students in Years 7-10 will now be involved in this week since we are re-introducing work 
experience for our Year 10 students at a different time of the year.  Later this term the booklet with the choices 
for curriculum enrichment week will come out. There will be many of the usual day and residential trips on 
offer but all activities will have a more direct link to a curriculum area.   
 
Parent Mail and MCAS 
I would encourage all parents to sign up for parent mail as this is a much easier way for us to make contact 
with you and does not rely on children bringing home letters!  To register please email 
office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk  Please remember My child at School (MCAS) also enables you to help stay in 
touch with your child’s activity in school and see what homework they have been set, what their timetable is, 
find school reports etc.  All new parents will shortly be sent their access code, if any existing parents have 
lost these and would like to use this then please contact Terri Davies t.davies@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 
 
End of day pick up 
When collecting students at the end of the day please do not park in the drop off zone, this area is for buses 
only. 
 
Finally, I hope that this is a very happy and successful year for all our students and can I thank you in advance 
for the support that you will be giving to them and the school. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
 
Enc  
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