
Art 
Year 7 Term 1 – Self Image 

Learning Objective 
 
 

A.O.3 – To skilfully record observations and ideas 
through drawing.  (To use a range of drawing techniques 
to record first hand from direct observation) 

A.O.4 – To present a personal and meaningful final outcome 
which realizes intentions. 

Learning Outcome Task 1: To develop a sensitive and accurate self-portrait 
drawing. 

Task 2: To produce a portrait painting (self-portrait) which shows 

u dersta di g of isual la guage a d learl  li ks to artists  research 

Descriptor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exceptional Students have confidently used a range of pencil techniques to 

record what they see.  (mark making/tone/quality of line). 

The drawing is very well developed and very carefully observed.   

The student has demonstrated that they can record sensitively and 

in detail. 

Outline, shape, features are in proportion and have been recorded 

very accurately. 

The painting is highly confident and resolved. 

There are very clear links to Picasso and the student has understood key 

concepts such as abstraction, distortion, simplification, fragmentation. 

The composition is highly original  and very well developed. 

The student has used paint skilfully.  Colour combinations are considered 

(used to create mood/atmosphere/balance/contrast) and the student has 

painted with control and precision. 

Good Students have used a range of pencil techniques to 
record what they see (mark making/tone/quality of 
line). 
The drawing is well developed and carefully observed. 
The outline, shape, features are ‘more or less’ in 
proportion and have been accurately recorded.  

The painting is resolved and well executed. 

There are clear links to Picasso and the student has understood key concepts 

such as abstraction, fragmentation, simplification. 

The composition is well developed and interesting. 

The student handles paint well (in a controlled manner).  Colours have been 

mixed and students have been selective. 

Developing Students have used some pencil techniques to record 
what they see (mark making/tone/quality of line). 
The drawing has been developed in places but some 
areas could be developed further. 
Some elements of the drawing have been recorded 
accurately but some parts may be out of proportion or 
lack detail. 

Students have developed a final painting which does show some links with 

Picasso.  There are elements which show understanding of key concepts 

(pattern/simplification/interesting angles/viewpoints) 

The composition/idea has been developed and is quite interesting although 

there are areas which could be refined. 

The student has demonstrated some control with paint and made a good 

attempt at mixing a range of colours but there are elements which could be 

improved (more precision and control). 

 Foundation Students have attempted to use some pencil techniques 
to record what they see (mark making/tone/quality of 
line). 
There has been some attempt at recording detail but 
parts of the drawing look plain and unfinished. 
Some parts of the drawing are out of proportion and 
could be more carefully observed. 

Students have started a painting but there are areas which could be 

developed in more detail.   

Some parts of the painting have been simplified and abstracted but overall 

the composition could be more interesting and show stronger links with 

Pi asso s ork. 
There have been some attempts made to control paint and mix colours but 

i  pla es pai t ork a  appear ess .  Edges a d shapes ould e ore 
carefully painted. 

 

 



Art 
Year 8 Term 1 – Sculpture project/Emotions 

Learning Objective 
 
 

A.O.1 - Develop ideas through investigations, 
demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 

A.O.4 – Present a personal and meaningful outcome that 
realizes intentions. 
A.O.2 – Select and experiment with appropriate media and 
materials, techniques and processes. 

Learning Outcome Task 1 – To develop a detailed and accurate copy of a 
‘Zimbabwean’ sculpture. 
To annotate the visual copy and develop an extended 
piece of writing about Zimbabwean sculptures. 

Task 2 – To develop a clay figurative outcome which is personal and 

ea i gful a d that learl  relates to ke  o epts e plored i  stude ts  
research and investigations. 

Descriptor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exceptional Students have used a range of pencil techniques confidently to record 

accurately the image they have copied (mark making, tone, quality of line). 

The drawing is well developed and very carefully observed. 

The student has demonstrated that they can record sensitively  and in detail. 

Students have used a wide range of art specific terminology to de-construct 

their image. 

Written work is structured and students clearly explain their opinions and 

thoughts in detail. 

The Sculpture is highly confident and resolved. 

There are very clear links to sculptors investigated and the student has understood 

key concepts (abstraction, exaggeration of form, distortion). 

The student has handled clay skilfully.  The texture of surface is considered and 

refined (smooth or pitted, carved). 

The idea/design of the sculpture is highly effective and clearly communicates 

mood/emotion.  An original pose which has been skilfully developed from the intitial 

photograph of the figure.. 

Good Students have used a range of pencil techniques to record what 
they see (mark making/tone/quality of line). 
The drawing is well developed and carefully observed. 
Proportion, shape and outline have all been recorded accurately. 
Students have used key terms and subject specific vocabulary  
when writing about an art work (key words). 
Written work is detailed and students communicate their 
opinions effectively. 

The sculpture is resolved and well executed. 

There are clear links to the sculptors investigated and the student has understood 

key concepts (exaggeration of form/distortion). 

The student has handled clay well.  The surface is considered and every part of the 

sculpture has been developed (smooth). 

The idea/design is effective and it communicates mood/emotion.  The pose relates 

to the students original photo. 

Developing Students have used some pencil techniques to record what they 
see (mark making/tone/quality of line). 
The drawing has been developed in some places but some areas 
could be developed further. 
Elements of the drawing have been recorded accurately but 
some parts may be out of proportion or lack detail. 
Students have used some key words when writing about art 
work but they could incorporate more. 
Written work is quite detailed in places but students could write 
in more detail and should include more personal opinions about 
are work. 

Students have developed a sculpture which shows some links to the sculptors 

investigated.  There are elements which show understanding of the key concepts 

(exaggeration and simplification of form). 

The student has manipulated clay to create a form which relates to the figure and 

their photo.  The surface of the sculpture has been refined in places but there are 

areas which could be developed and improved. 

The idea/design does relate to the original photo but parts could be distorted or 

exaggerated further to create a more original sculpture. 

 

 Foundation Students have attempted to use some pencil techniques to 
record what they see (mark making/tone/quality of line). 
There has been some attempt at recording detail but parts of the 
drawing look plain and unfinished. 
Some parts of the drawing are out of proportion and could be 
more carefully observed. 
Written notes are basic and more key words should be used to 
explain students’ opinions and observations. 

Students have started a sculpture but there are areas which could be developed 

much further. 

Some parts of the sculpture have been distorted or simplified and the design is 

based on the figure but there could be clearer links to the original photo and to the 

sculptors looked at in class. 

Parts of the sculpture look unfinished and under-developed. 

More time could be spent smoothing the surface. 

 


