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February 2018 
 
Dear Parents 
  
Weather 
  
There is some excitement amongst the students about the possibility of snow (and some resulting time 
off school!).  Having not had a ‘snow day’ for six years and the fact that we have nearly reached 
spring, I had hoped we might avoid the topic this year. However, there is certainly the possibility of 
some disruption to school this week.  Different forecasts suggest different possibilities, but Dorset 
County Council have pointed us to be on alert from the middle of the week.  
  
The issue for us around potential school closure is not just what is happening locally in Bridport, but is 
more about where our staff are travelling to and from.  At the time of the last closures in 2010 and 
2012 there were two occasions when we were closed and some local primary schools were not, which 
raised questions from some parents as to why that was.  Simply, if their staff live locally and are able to 
get to school, then there is no reason why they would be shut (assuming the school site is 
safe).  However, of the current teaching staff at Colfox, only 13% actually live in Bridport or the 
immediate surrounding area.  Other staff make journeys from areas much further afield including 
Honiton, Seaton, Crewkerne, Chard, Yeovil, Dorchester, Pudddletown, Wool, Weymouth/Portland, 
Lyme Regis and Taunton.   
  
Any notice on closure will be made on the school website, via twitter, Dorset for You and Wessex 
FM.  We will of course also send an ‘e-Contact’ as soon as any decision to close the school is 
reached.  If any of our school buses are unable to run or if First Wessex wish to collect students early 
then parents will be informed.  If you do not currently receive e-mails from school, this could be a very 
good time to do so, simply let the office know your e-mail address. In the meantime I will keep my 
fingers crossed that the temperatures rise and the snow stays away.  The decision to close a school 
(or stay open) is never taken lightly and can only ever be made with the information available at the 
time and considering the safety and needs of all staff and students.  
  
Rotary Youth Speaks 
  
On a more positive note I am delighted to take this opportunity to congratulate our Intermediate Youth 
Speaks team who on Saturday won the district final at Cheddar.  The young team of Lily Rayner, 
Alfred Ross and Eddie Rose were absolutely amazing as they won their third round in a row.  They 
have now earned a place in the Regional Final.  They warmed up for their semi-final by showing each 
house assembly their piece “The Ordinary Hero”.  I know all the students and staff who have now seen 
this have been hugely impressed with their confidence and quality.  They are a credit to the school. I 
would also like to thank Mrs Ward who has been with the team at each round and helped support them 
with their ideas every step of the way. 
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Uniform 

 
Finally, I would just like to thank parents for their positive response to the announcement about a 
change to the uniform with regards to skirts from next September.  Whist I know this was not greeted 
with universal delight by the students, it is clear from the messages I have received that the majority of 
parents welcome the change and clarity.  No decision has been reached on the actual skirt/s that we 
will place with Kitz UK, we are still looking at a variety of samples and styles. 
  
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
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