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April 2018 
 
Dear Parents 
 
As you will know we were inspected by OFSTED on 28 February and 1 March 2018.  Led by Kathy 
Maddocks HMI, the inspection team gathered a wide range of evidence which has now been ‘quality 
assured’ by Ofsted. I am now delighted to be able to share the full report with parents (please see 
attached) and it is also available to view on our school website.  Should you require a hardcopy then 
one can be made available for you from the main office. 
 
We are very pleased with the report and the judgments it has reached.  The new OFSTED evaluation 
framework has changed significantly in recent years with the bar now set much higher than ever 
before.  There are now six areas that receive a separate graded judgment:  
 

 Overall effectiveness. 

 Effectiveness of leadership and management. 

 Quality of teaching, learning and assessment.  

 Personal development, behaviour and welfare. 

 Outcomes for pupils.  

 16 to 19 study programmes. 
 
We are delighted to have been graded as ‘Good’ in all six areas.  I would strongly encourage you to 
read the full report (it is thirteen pages long) as it breaks down each section into more detail.  I think it 
captures the school very well indeed and I am so pleased it gives credit to our wonderful community of 
students, staff, governors and parents.  Some aspects I am particularly pleased with include: 
 

 Outcomes in the Sixth Form being recognised as being in top 10% of the country. 

 The transition from primary to secondary school being described as ‘seamless’. 
 The praise for students as they behave well and are courteous to each other and staff. 

 The curriculum being found as broad and reflecting suitable pathways at all key stages. 

 Our leadership being found to be very efficient and that leaders, including governors and 
trustees, are ambitious for the school.  The excellent work of the Minerva Learning Trust was 
recognised. 

 The extensive extracurricular programme being recognised by students as a strength of the 
school. 

 The recognition of the excellent outcomes our students achieve at GCSE including SEN 
students, more able students and disadvantaged students. 

 Teachers using strong subject knowledge to challenge students’ thinking and sustain their 
interest. 

 The recognition for our older students for the ways in which they support younger students. 

mailto:office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk


 

 

        
 

The Sir John Colfox Academy Trust part of the Minerva Learning Trust (Dorset) which is a charitable company 

 Limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with Company Number 8561222. 

The Registered office is at: The Sir John Colfox Academy, The Ridgeway, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3DT 

Tel: 01308 422291 Fax: 01308 420036 Email: office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 

 Students being recognised as being positive about their work, doing their best to achieve well 
and being ambitious to succeed. 

 The quality of our Sixth Form and the success of the new Yeovil College Partnership alongside 
the already established academic courses. 

 The quality of our provision in supporting students to make effective careers choices in both the 
next stage of their education and careers. 

 
We will certainly not be resting on our laurels and the report has helpfully identified two areas for us to 
improve further.  Firstly, teaching could be improved with greater monitoring from middle leaders of 
different types of assessment, leading students to understand more consistently what they need to do 
to improve their learning. Secondly, tutorial time should provide more activities to enrich students’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural education and embed fundamental British values more effectively.  
 
Understandably our staff and governors are very happy with this report.  I hope that the students will 
also take pride in it as it reflects very well on them and all of their hard work.  In many ways it is their 
report: they are the ones who achieve the high standards.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of our parents once again for your support.  This was shown in the high number of Parent View 
responses and in the additional comments that were made; I am very grateful that you took the time to 
share your views. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
 
Encs 
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