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February 2018 
 
Dear Parent 
 
Welcome back to part two of the Spring Term.  I hope that your child enjoyed a good half term holiday 
rest.  Both the Sixth Form trip to New York and the school ski trip to Austria were very much enjoyed 
and plans are already in place for repeats of these bi annual trips in 2020! 
 
On the penultimate evening of last half term our students took part in the Global Rock Challenge in 
Bournemouth.  To say they did well would be an understatement.  The students excelled themselves 
and months of hard work was rewarded as they scooped awards for Drama, Music and Video 
Production.  I could not have been prouder watching them perform in front of a packed theatre and 
special thanks must go to our wonderful student leaders:  Abbie Prowse, Sophie Wilson 
Eleanor Wellman, Poppy Legg-Bagg and Caitlin Pask. 
 
Work Experience for Year 10 is the week beginning Monday 12 March.  The vast majorly of students 
have organised their placements and are now looking forward to tasting the world of work for one 
week.  We are very grateful indeed to all of the businesses and organisations that have opened their 
doors up.  Many of these are parents themselves so on behalf of all of the students, thank you very 
much.   
 
Boys Achievement Evening 12 March.  Mr Teasdale sent a letter out before half term about this 
event being run by the nationally acclaimed speaker and author, Gary Wilson.  This is for the parents 
of Year 7 and 8 boys attending Colfox and Beaminster.  Gary delivered a joint INSET session to our 
respective teaching staff last November.  It was stimulating, thought provoking and very amusing.  This 
should be a good evening for those who can attend.  Reply slips to Mr Teasdale via student reception 
please.  We can open this up to other years groups if spaces allow although with two schools we 
imagine spaces would be limited. 
 
Pupil Premium Funding: a reminder that all schools received additional funding from the government 
(called Pupil Premium Funding) for students that are said to be ‘disadvantaged’.  The four categories 
of additional funding for disadvantaged students are for: 

1) Children who have been in receipt of Free School Meals during the last 6 years (£935 additional 

funding to the school). 

2) Children who are in care and are looked after by the local authority (£1900 additional funding to 

the school). 

3) Children who have ceased to be looked after by the local authority because of adoption, a 

special guardianship order, a child arrangements order or a residence order (£1900 additional 

funding to the school). 

4) Children whom have one or more parents in the Armed Services (£300 additional funding to the 

school). 
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All schools are required to show how this extra funding is spent and you can see full details of the last 
three years on our school website https://www.colfox.org/pupil-premium/  Please note that this funding 
is for the school and is not a personal budget for each student.  It helps support areas of staffing, for 
example in our Inclusion Centre, SEN and our School Counselling Service. Whilst some of this can 
and will be used to support trips that have links to the school curriculum, it is not the case that this 
support will exist for all trips, or for the full amount.  Mr Hoffmann (Acting Deputy Head) oversees the 
support for students whom we receive this additional funding for and he leads on making plans how 
this can be best spent to support achievement.  If you have any questions about this aspect of our 
work or are wondering whether your child could be eligible then please do contact him. 
 
Uniform:  Parents in Years 8 -11 will be aware of the parent’s questionnaire that was completed last 
summer term.  The results of this are still on the school website 
https://www.colfox.org/information/parents-information/parents-questionnaire-results/  One area that 
came up was the inappropriate length and style of some girl’s skirts!  In my reply at the time I did say 
that we would need to see a considerable improvement in these during this academic year 2017/18, 
otherwise we would be forced to be more specific about the skirt to be worn.  Regretfully this situation 
has actually worsened and not improved.  Members of staff are still wasting too much valuable time 
talking to students and parents about skirts, when it could be focussed on learning.  We are therefore 
in the process of liaising with our uniform supplier Kitz UK about a style of skirt that we will adopt as 
our uniform.  We will also be consulting with our students about final choice of this, but whichever is 
chosen it will become uniform from September 2018.  I know this will not be universally popular, 
however it has now become necessary.  In the meantime pastoral staff will continue to liaise with 
parents where their dress is unacceptable.   
 
And finally 
This is always a very busy term for our Year 11 and 13 students who really do start the countdown to 
final GCSE and A Level Exams.  Their personal revision programmes will now be in in full swing and 
we wish them all the best with the busy evening and weekend programmes of revision they will be 
following.  Achieving the best results usually comes about as a result of hard work and dedication.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Herbert  
Headteacher 
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