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June 2018 
 

Dear Parents 
 
Ski Letter 1 
 

I am pleased to announce plans for our bi annual 2020 Ski Trip, departing school on Friday 14th February 
and returning on Saturday 22nd February. After a fantastic trip to the Salzburger Sportwelt Austria this year, 
in 2020 we will be travelling to the wonderful resort of Passo Tonale in Italy, and staying in the Hotel 
Piandineve. We will once again be travelling with PGL Ski. 
 

Passo Tonale 
This is a resort and hotel I stayed in over sixteen years ago when I lead trips at Liskeard School (Cornwall).  
I have subsequently tried to book this hotel for other trips but it has always been reserved due to its 
popularity.   Its distinct advantage is its proximity to the main ski lift (400m walk) and the fact that lunch is 
therefore taken back at the hotel with hot and cold options, rather than packed lunches on the mountain! 
Those who have skied before will be aware of the importance of a good meal at lunchtime!  Tonale offers a 
really good range of skiing and is especially good for beginner and intermediate groups and there is more 
than enough variety for our 6 days of skiing. 
 

Why Go? 
This is a fantastic opportunity for complete beginners or intermediate/advanced skiers to enjoy skiing in 
breath-taking mountain scenery whilst also benefitting from the cultural experience that a foreign country 
offers.  Travelling and staying away from home will also help pupils become more independent, develop 
more confidence and make new friends.  Many students who go on school ski trips pick up a new skill (and 
passion) that stays with them for life.   Visit www.pgl.co.uk/ski to find out more about the resort and hotel 
we will be visiting – there’s also a video which will give first time skiers an idea of what to expect from the 
trip. 
 

How much does it cost? 
The cost per person is £1050.00 which can be paid in instalments prior to the trip via Wisepay. Below I 
have included a payment schedule. 
 

The cost includes: 

 Return travel by coach. 

 6 days skiing with 5 hours of tuition per day with qualified instructors. 

 Lift pass. 

 Ski, boot and helmet hire. 

 Full board accommodation. 

 Winter sports insurance (details available on request on the PGL website). 

 Evening entertainment package (to be confirmed but will include outdoor swimming)! 
 

Meals en-route and pocket money (no more than £10-15 per day recommended) are not included. 
 

This is clearly an expensive trip.  The difference between our 2018 price options and the 2020 was 
certainly noticeable when looking at our resort options.  The ski companies (including PGL) are all citing 
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Brexit uncertainty and the poor exchange rate as being the drivers behind price increases.  I checked our 
price for the 2018 trip against nearby schools who went away and whilst we were a bit more expensive than 
two of them, I know we had better value for money in terms of the skiing achieved and the overall 
experience.  February half term is more expensive but it gives a better chance of snow (it can never be 
guaranteed) and we also pay for an extra hour’s ski per day, as four hours is the normal school package.  
My belief is when you have travelled that far, that it is worth the extra money for what amounts to a whole 
extra day of skiing.  Finally, we always choose a resort at an altitude where the snow record gives a better 
chance of snow. 
 

What do I need to do next? 
There are 41 places available for the trip and it is open to our current Year 7 to 11 students (who will be in 
Years 9-13 at the time of departure). If you would like your child to go on the trip, please complete and 
return the form below to student reception ASAP.  If you do not trust your child to return it to student 
reception, then you can hand it into the main reception yourself if you wish!   The last ski trip was heavily 
oversubscribed within two days and there was a waiting list of over ten students by the end of the first 
week. 
 

There is no need to arrive early to queue at student reception and we will not disadvantage any students 
who arrive form further afield on school buses for example. All return forms received during the morning 
tutorial will be treated as having arrived at the same time.  If there is an over subscription of responses 
on the first day then we will consider additional factors to help award the places fairly e.g. conduct in 
school, attendance, completion of homework, effort grades on reports. If the number of return does not 
exceed 41, then all of the returns received on day one will be issued a place and the subsequent places will 
be awarded on a first come first served basis. 
 

Those students who secure a place on the trip will then be advised and will need to meet the following 
payment schedule: 
 

Initial Deposit:   £120 by Friday 6th July 2018   
Instalment 2:   £150 Friday 21th September 2018  
Instalment 3:   £150 Friday 19th October 2018 
Instalment 4:    £180 Friday 8th March 2019 
Instalment 5:    £150 Friday10th May 2019 
Instalment 6:   £150 Friday 12th July 2019 
Instalment7:    £150 Friday 20th September 2019  
 

Please not that once initial deposits have been paid to PGL they are not refundable, and terms and 
conditions apply. 
 

NEW YORK! 
I am advised that the bi annual Sixth Form trip to New York will be going ahead in February Half term of 
2020.  Students in the current Year 10 and 11 (our Year 12 and 13 in 2020!) may wish to consider this.  
Details of this trip will come out in the Autumn Term of 2018.   
 

Finally 
If you have any questions regarding your child’s participation in the trip, please don’t hesitate to contact me 
or Mr Bartlett who is the co-trip leader.   
 

Mr Herbert: HerbertD@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 
Mr Bartlett: BartlettN@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
PLEASE RETURN TO STUDENT RECEPTION  
To: David Herbert/Nathan Bartlett. Ski Trip to Italy on 14-22 Feb 2020 
 
I would like to put my child’s name down for this trip and understand I will be sent another letter at a later date to tell 
me if they have been given a place 
 
 
Student’s Name: ……………………………………………...……………….. Tutor Group ………………… 
  
 
Signed Parent/Guardian …………………………………. Name (Please print) ……………………………. 
 
Date ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..........… 
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