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June 2018 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Farewell Year 11 and 13, hello new Year 7! 
I can’t quite believe how quickly the year is coming to an end.  This week we welcome our new intake 
for September 2018 as they spend their Induction Day with us on Thursday.  The very last A Level 
exam took place on Monday and our GCSE and A Level students are now enjoying what I think is a 
well-earned rest.  How nice that they can enjoy this in such lovely weather!  Year 11 enjoyed a great 
leavers event and the prom at Hazlebury Mill was a fitting end to a stressful time for them.  The turnout 
to send them off to the Prom from the community just seems to get bigger and better each year.  
Thank you to all those who came and supported that and to the pastoral team at school (especially 
Miss Harris) for organising such great evening. 
 
Key Dates for 2018/19 
It seems that there are plenty of people planning their holidays for next year and we have had several 
enquires about the dates for mock exams for Year 11 in the Autumn Term.  Please find attached to this 
letter an outline of term dates for next year as well as some other key dates in the calendar.  I hope 
you find this helpful.  Some dates are still provisional and we are still finishing planning for the 
academic year, however, the term dates including non-student days are fixed.  Note the slight change 
with a staggered start of term in September with Year 7 starting on Wednesday 5th September.  
Years 8 -13 will begin on Thursday 6th September.  There is an induction day for our new Year 12 on 
Wednesday 5th September but Mr Teasdale will write separately to all Year 12 and 13 with their 
specific details about the start of term. 
 
Presentations 
Our House Prize Giving event is being held on Tuesday 10th July and all students attend this as it is 
held in in the morning in the Sports Hall.  We look forward to finding out who has won the House Cup 
in its twelfth year!  The house points from all of the events that have taken place over the year are still 
to be added in.   On Wednesday 11th July we hold our Junior Prize Giving.  Letters of invitation will be 
sent out to our nominees and winners by the start of next week.  This promises to be another lovely 
evening and we will also enjoy some small showcases from members of our performing arts group and 
school choir.  We are writing to business in the coming weeks to offer the chance to sponsor some 
awards in our four different prize giving events: Sports Presentation Evening (October), Senior Prize 
Giving (December), House Prize Giving (July) and Junior Prize Giving (July).  If you are able to help 
with this in some way, or know of someone who might like to, please do get in touch. 
 
Sports Day 
Congratulations to Fleur de Lys for retaining the Sports Day trophy on Friday.  It was a lovely event 
and the number of students participating over the two days was the highest ever.  To watch the final 
relay races of A and B teams unfold on a 10 lane track at the end of the day was a real treat.  In very 
hot conditions the students support for their team mates was exceptional.  There were also some track 
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records broken on the day in the 600m.  Well done to Oakley Winters O’ Brien Year 7 boys (1.46), 
Owen Pitcher Year 8 Boys (1.45), Maddy Herbert Year 10 Girls (1.42) and Euan Pollock Year 10 Boys 
(1.33), all great achievements in that heat!  There was also a record broken on field events day and 
congratulations to Lea Devecsery (Year 8 girls long jump) for leaping 4m 58cm! 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 
Congratulations to the 36 Year 10 students who have completed the expedition section of their Bronze 
Award this year.  The final expedition took place in the Purbeck area two weekends ago.  Mr Bartlett 
was very pleased with the group and I would like to extend my thanks to him and his staff team: Mr 
Sutcliffe, Mrs Ward, Miss Barraclough, Mr and Mrs Berry, Mr Morse and Clive Burgess who is the 
partner of our Head of Expressive Arts, Mrs Burgess.  I would like to offer my congratulations to Clive 
on his recent award of MBE in the Queen Birthday Honours list.  It was awarded for services to young 
people in Dorset and is richly deserved.  Over many years Clive has helped young people from Dorset 
travel the globe via the charity he set up, the Dorset Expeditionary Society.  
 
Uniform 
Please find attached a reminder of the full school uniform rules for 2018/19. It would be sensible to 
consult with this fully before buying any new uniform for next year.  I would take this opportunity to 
remind you that the new school skirts (Honiton or Davenport) do have to be worn from September 
2018.  The sizing for the Davenport is straightforward.  However, the sizing for the Honiton is more 
complicated and having purchased three of these I am becoming something of an expert.  If it helps, 
Kitz UK have sent us waist sizes 22, 24, 26, 28 and 30 should anyone wish to try these at school.   
They have not sent us the three largest waist sizes in the senior version of the skirt 32, 34, 36 and 38.  
Please remember the gap between the top of the knee and the hem of the skirt must be no more than 
5cm.  Some students who have completed this ordering process successfully have reported being 
surprised at just how small a 5cm gap is.  That was the point! 
 
Finally 
I will write again at the end of term to round up our winners from the July prize giving events and to 
confirm any new staff arrivals for September.  I am very pleased that we have no substantive teaching 
colleagues leaving us at the end of this year.  For a school our size that is quite rare, but very 
welcome!   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
David Herbert 
Headteacher 
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