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July 2018 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I hope that your child has had an enjoyable first year at Colfox and that they have been getting 
involved in lots of extra activities and making good progress with their learning.  It seems hard to 
believe that they have almost completed one year at secondary school!  I am writing to inform you 
about a change to the teaching group arrangements for Year 7 students, which will take place from the 
start of Year 8 in September 2018. 
 
Over the course of this year our staff have been engaged in detailed discussions about the most 
appropriate way to group our students now that GCSE examinations have changed in most subjects to 
remove what was formerly known as tiering (students could sit most exams and either foundation, 
intermediate or higher level and gain different grades). In the future only Maths, MFL and Science will 
have different levels of entry for exams.  Other than that, students will sit the same exams as their 
peers all over the country. 
 
In light of this and having looked very closely at what other schools in our local area, Dorset and 
beyond are doing, we are making some changes to our current system of half year group setting.  As a 
result of this from September we will be placing Year 8 into teaching groups as follow: 
 

 A setted group for Maths based on their prior ability and current level of attainment; these will 
still be arranged on a half year group basis (Left and Right) with two top sets, two middle and 
one lower group. No change to the current arrangement.  

 A setted group for French and Spanish based on their current level of attainment; these will also 
still be arranged on a half-year group basis with two top sets, two middle and one lower group. 
No change to the current arrangement. 

 A new mixed ability group for English, Science, Humanities, ICT, PE and Expressive Arts based 
subjects.  This is a change for English, Science and Humanities. 

 A smaller mixed ability group for technology based subjects. No change to the current 
arrangement. 

 
As always, at the end of the year, we will review the setted groups and parents will be contacted where 
any set moves are taking place.  There will also be some reorganising of the L and R bands to help 
create the right balance and climate for learning in the new mixed ability groups.  I am currently in the 
process of creating the class groups for all subjects with the help of Mr Farrow and information from 
class teachers. 
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When students move into Year 9, they will then be placed into new teaching groups as follows: 
 

 A new setted group for Maths on a whole year group basis with sets from 1-5.   

 A new setted group for Science when the decision will have been taken as to whether they are 
following separate sciences in Chemistry, Physics and Biology or taking the new combined 
course.  In both of these routes, the options of ‘Higher’ or ‘Foundation’ entries are possible. 

 In Year 9 they will also have begun their four GCSE option subjects e.g. Geography, 
Technology, PE, Food, Drama etc.  As has always been the case, these option subjects will not 
be set by ability.   

 
I hope this makes sense, but I am aware it might seem complicated.  Should you have any questions 
concerning the teaching group that your child is in, then please do not hesitate to contact me by phone 
01308 422291 or email duffyc@colfox.dorset.sch.uk and I will be happy to help you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Carol Duffy  
(Assistant Head: Director of Key Stage 3) 
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