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The Sixth Form 



We already have a well established reputation for helping students achieve their potential and for a wide 
range of A level courses offered, as well as the BTEC Extended Diploma in Sport. Our formal partnership 
with Yeovil College allows us to offer an even wider range of courses.  

The Sixth Form  has grown remarkably, and is a lively, energetic community where you can achieve 
excellent academic qualifications and enhance your social and personal skills.   

The Sixth Form is very well known in the local area, having successfully served students for decades.  
Students in the Sixth Form are able to benefit from 
the expertise of two different school communities 
whilst maintaining their own clear identity as students 
of their own local school.  At the very heart of what 
we provide is excellent teaching and learning.  
Our unique make up as a Joint Sixth Form means 
you will benefit from the very best of both our 
schools.   

What really sets us apart is the level of support our 
students receive in achieving their academic 
ambitions. The pastoral care in the Sixth Form is 
based upon knowing you very well - both as a 
learner and an individual.  Your own personal tutor, 
an effective tutorial programme, support for 
independent study and regular contact with your 
parents all help to ensure you will thrive and leave us 
as adults with excellent prospects. 

Staff are always keen to help and will support you 
both academically and personally. We endeavour to 
ensure that you are able to grow into confident 
young adults, aware of your skills and with the 
confidence to flourish in any environment.  You will 
be fully supported in making career choices and 
completing  university and other applications.   

Our support through UCAS is widely praised by 
our students and the success they enjoy in 
securing places on the courses and universities of 
their choosing speaks volumes.  We enjoy excellent 
links with universities up and down the country 
including Oxbridge and Russell Group institutions. 

We have always encouraged a commitment to the community and to the service of others. Our “give back 
time” is where students support the school or local community, and this goes right through to international 
projects, for example, trips to New York, Borneo and the Galapagos Islands. 

Sixth Form students mentor younger students in their school and develop a range of other responsibilities, 
for example, running their own societies as part of the Student Union.  There are also a wide range of extra 
curricular activities on offer. Previously students have gone to Borneo, Barcelona, Venice, Los 
Angeles, Ghana, Ecuador, the Galapagos Islands and Kenya on cross-curricular trips. Planned for 2019 and 
2020 are trips to Berlin, Tanzania and New York City—amongst others! 

We very much hope that the course details will give an insight into our successful and enjoyable Sixth Form, 
and to some of the many opportunities which are available to you. The best way to find out more is to speak 
with some of our current students. We are very ambitious for our students and very proud of our Sixth Form. 
We would be delighted to talk to you about your future and invite you to share in that success.  

Mr Keith Hales, Head of Beaminster School and Mr David Herbert, Head of The Sir John Colfox Academy  
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The Sixth Form 

 

“Sixth Form students enjoy the range of courses 
and opportunities you offer them through the joint 

arrangements with The Sir John Colfox Academy. “ 

“Pupils are offered courses which prepare them for 
the widest range of career pathways, including entry 

into the best universities.” 

“Staff are left in no doubt that they are responsible 
for developing their practice. As a result of these 
higher expectations hitting home, the quality of 

teaching has improved.” 

Beaminster School, Ofsted (September 2017) 

**** 

“Outcomes in the Sixth Form are very good. Results 

at A level were in the top 10% in the country.” 

“The proportion of pupils progressing to higher and 

further education establishments, apprenticeships, 

employment or training is above average.” 

“Care and support received in the Sixth Form 

partnership is very good. Learners’ progress in 

Level 3 qualifications is above average or improving 

across most subjects.” 

The Sir John Colfox Academy, Ofsted (March, 

2018) 
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The Sixth Form 

A Level Courses 
 

Art and Design 

Biology 

Business Studies 

Chemistry 

Drama and Theatre Studies 

DT Product Design 

English Language 

English Literature 

Fashion and Textiles 

Film Studies 

French 

Further Maths (AS) 

Geography 

Government and Politics 

History 

Maths 

Music Technology 

Performing Arts (Music or Drama or Dance specialism) 

Philosophy and Ethics (RS) 

Photography 

Physical Education 

Physics 

Psychology 

Spanish 

 

Other Courses 

Core Maths 

EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) 

BTEC National Extended Diploma Sport (Full time course equivalent to 3 A levels) 
 

Yeovil College Partnership Courses 

See separate course details  
 

Subject Details 

Full prospectus details, including course outlines for all individual subjects are 

available digitally on the school websites, or hard copies can be obtained from 

school receptions. 

  www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk      www.colfox.org 
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The Sixth Form 

We are very proud of our proven track record of success in examinations. Government data shows that our 

students achieve better results in their A Level studies than would have been predicted based on their 

GCSE results. This is very important to us and means that our students make excellent progress.  
 

There were outstanding individual performances at A Level from: Bertie Purkiss A*A*A, Jack Bradley 
A*AAB, Amber Thomas A*AAB, Jana Rychnovsky AAA, Ellie Taylor AABC, Maisy Thomas AAB, Ella 
Gibson A*BB, Sara Allen ABB, Lucy Everington ABB, Kyle Jennings ABB, Tom Hyde ABB, Theo Jones 
ABB, Jess Goddard ABB and Sam Thomas A*AC.  Olivia Cooper and Robyn Hill both achieved the 
maximum of three Distinction* in their BTEC Level 3 Applied Science courses studies through the Yeovil 
College Partnership whilst Beth Pollard achieved a Distinction in her Health and Social Care Level 3 

Diploma. 

University destinations and course choices of some of last year’s students: 
Bath University    Mathematics 

Bournemouth University Mechanical Engineering, Occupational Therapy 

Brighton English Literature, Sports and Exercise Science, International 

Tourism Management 

Bristol Psychology, Economics 

Bristol UWE University   Psychology 

Cardiff     Architectural Design, Environmental Science 

Chester  University   Forensic Psychology 

East Anglia (UEA)   Archaeology, Anthropology, and Art History 

Exeter  English, Maths 

Falmouth    Film 

Gloucestershire University  Fine Art 

Hartpury    Applied Animal Science with Therapy 

Keele University   Neuroscience 

Kent University    Criminology; Ancient History 

Kingston     Midwifery; Aviation Operations with Commercial Pilot Training 

Lancaster    Natural Science 

Liverpool University   Chemistry; Criminology 

Liverpool John Moores   Applied Sport Psychology 

London Metropolitan   Filmmaking  

East London    Psychology 

Manchester University   History of Art 

Manchester Metropolitan  Speech and Language Therapy 

Newcastle University   Biomedical Science, Medicine and Surgery 

Northampton    Sport and Exercise Science 

Nottingham Trent University Politics 

Oxford Brookes University  Marketing Management 

Plymouth University Education Studies; Accounting and Finance, Earth Sciences 

Plymouth College of Arts  Animation, Architecture 

Portsmouth University International Relations 

Royal Holloway    Drama and Theatre Studies, Physics 

Southampton University   Oceanography;  French and Spanish Linguistics Studies 

Southampton Solent   Events Management 

St Mark and St John   Primary Education  

Swansea University   Aerospace Engineering, Law, Business Management, Chemistry 

UCFB     Football Coaching and Management 

Winchester University American Studies 

Worcester    Law with Criminology 

York University    Natural Science 
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The Sixth Form 

 Being a Sixth Form student can be a very different experience 

from studying lower down the school. Here are some 

comments from our students, reflecting on their experiences 

of life as a Sixth Former: 

 

“A Levels feel really different. Class discussions have been brilliant and 
have helped me understand the subject better.”   
Abi 
 
“When it comes to writing personal statements and applying to university, 
you will know exactly what to write, and during this writing process, 
support is always available.”  Tom 
 
“The social aspect of Sixth Form has been excellent. I’ve made many 
new friends from different departments and across the two sites. I’ve 
made a lot of memories!” 
Brian 

 

“The support I have been given has been a real help.  
I always have someone to talk to for advice.”  

Charlotte 
 

"I was given a lot of help when I was choosing my 
subjects. The teachers had the time and the knowledge 

to understand what I needed to do.”  
Katie 

 

“There is a lot more general freedom. We are trusted to 

work independently, and that’s brilliant.”  

Jaydon 

 
“It’s not all work—although there’s plenty of that! The enrichment 
programme is great. I’ve really enjoyed doing yoga!”  
Jess 

 

“The staff are helpful. They’re always on 

hand and are so approachable. They’re a 

real help.”  

Conan 

 

“Giving something back to the rest of the 

school not only helps with the personal 

statements, I actually feel like I’ve done 

something useful.”  

Jack 

 
 
 
 

“The Yeovil Partnership is ideal. I study what I want at college and still 
get the support I need from school. I’m also with my friends! Perfect!” 

Tom 
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The Sixth Form 

The following information may be useful when deciding which course is right for you. If you are in any 
doubt, you should contact your Head of Sixth Form for further help and advice. 
 
The BTEC National Diploma 
BTEC Sport is offered at BTEC National Extended Diploma level. The BTEC National Extended 
Diploma is equivalent to three A Levels. 
 
Level 1, 2 and 3 Diplomas in a range of subjects are offered via the Yeovil Partnership (please see 

separate course details). Courses often lead from one level on to the next (from Level 1 to Level 2, 

for example). Level 1 will be vocational, skills-based qualifications that prepare students for Level 2. 

Some students may be able to go straight to Level 2 which are more academic and therefore more 

challenging. Level 3 certificates are equivalent to A Level and have corresponding entry 

requirements.  

There are many different levels of BTEC: certificates, awards, diplomas and extended diplomas. 
Check the level you are applying for carefully so that you are aware of the value of the course you 
have chosen.  
 
For further information please see: 
 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-brand/BTEC_Parent_Guide_2014_v2.pdf 
 
 
A Levels 
Students entering the Sixth Form are offered flexible programmes of study to match their individual 
abilities, interests and future career or study plans. 
 
A Levels are a Level 3 qualification, ideally suited for progression on to further education (such as a 
degree at university). However, some students will follow alternative pathways into work or 
apprenticeships after studying A Levels.  
 
We offer two-year linear A Levels, with courses running across both Year 12 and 13. Examinations 

are taken at the end of Year 13.  

Further Maths, EPQ and Core Maths are AS Levels. 

 
What is the grading system? 
AS Levels use grades A to E. A Levels are graded A* to E.  
 
For the purpose of applying to university grades can be given as a ‘points score’. When students 
apply to university, they may be made offers which are expressed as points scores. Visit 
www.ucas.com for more information on point scores, which are also known as tariffs. 
 
ALL courses will run subject to sufficient numbers to make them viable. The option blocks will be 
published just before Easter. 
 
 
On the application form, please indicate your order of preference for subjects, as this information is 
then used when setting the option blocks. Apply early as some subjects fill up quickly!  
Full prospectus details, including course outlines for all individual subjects are available digitally on 

the school websites, or hard copies can be obtained from school receptions. 

www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk             www.colfox.org 

http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
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The Sixth Form 

Entry Requirements 

Students who seek a place in the Sixth Form to study A Levels should achieve a minimum of 5 
GCSE passes at grades 9-5 as well as meeting individual subject entry requirements.  

Students who are applying for the BTEC National Extended Diploma in Sport should have achieved a 
minimum of 5 GCSE passes at grades 9-4 (see course details). 

Students who do not meet the criteria above may be considered at the discretion of Heads of 
Sixth Form and Departments / Faculties. 

Resitting English and Maths GCSEs 

Obtaining a pass (9 - 4) in English and Maths can be crucial for all students in their short and longer 
term future. Most universities and occupations require a pass in these subjects. 

Students joining the Sixth Form who have not obtained a pass in English and / or Maths 
will therefore, by law, be expected to re-sit these subjects during their time in the Sixth 
Form. 

There will be timetabled lessons and help and support available, but students are 
expected to take responsibility for this. Revision, practising past papers and requesting 
additional  explanation are all expected of those retaking subjects. 

Help and Advice 

Students studying at Level 3 (A levels and BTEC National Diploma) will notice a 
significant rise in the standard and difficulty of work compared to Level 2 (GCSEs and 
BTEC First Awards). 

For this reason, subject leaders may advise that in order to be successful in their subject at A Level it 
is preferable to have achieved a particular grade in the subject at GCSE level. However, this is not 
always the case, and students considering their options should always talk to subject staff when 
making their choices. 

Where a course is new and has not been offered at GCSE, students should talk to the members of 
staff who deliver the course to help assess their level of suitability and whether the subject would be 
ran appropriate choice for them. 

Progression 

Students should also consider what they wish to do with their qualifications at the end of the two 
years and should reflect on the overall “balance” of their courses. If a student has a very clear idea of 
their likely progression route after Sixth Form, they should check that the subjects they have chosen 
will allow them to follow this. For example, if a student wishes to study medicine, then A Levels in 
Biology and Chemistry are required in almost all cases. 

It is never too early to access the UCAS website to see what university courses specify as their entry 
requirements. This includes checking any subjects that will not be recognised, as well as any 
preferred subjects. 

The final decision concerning a student’s entry on to a course rests with their Head of Sixth 
Form. 

 

Full prospectus details, including course outlines for all individual subjects are available digitally on 
the school websites, or hard copies can be obtained from school receptions. 

www.beaminster.dorset.sch.uk  www.colfox.org 
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The Sixth Form 

Beaminster School and The Sir John Colfox Academy 
Joint Sixth Form 16-19 Bursary Fund 

(Information correct at time of publication (October 2018) but may change subject to Government policy) 

Students can apply for a bursary in the Summer Term of Year 11 
and will have their awards confirmed in September. 

Payment will be made following Sixth Form enrolment. 
 
 

Are you eligible? 
You must be under 19 on 31

st
 August in the academic year you start your programme of study. 

 

 Young people in care, care leavers, young people in receipt of Income Support and disabled young 
people in receipt of Employment Support Allowance who are also in receipt of Disability Living 
Allowance or Personal Independent Payment will be eligible to receive a bursary of £1,200 a year. 

 In addition, those students who receive a universal credit payment in their own name, and students 
who are disabled and receive Employment Support Allowance and a personal independence 
payment in their own name may also be eligible for this bursary. 

 
Students who are in a household with an annual income below a set figure are invited to apply for a 
discretionary bursary (please see the school website for current information). 
 

 If your application for a bursary is successful an award will be made half-termly in arrears through 
the year, unless your request is for a single award to help with equipment costs. In some cases “in 
kind” payments may be more suitable (e.g. transport passes or equipment/books the school can buy 
in bulk). 

 Payments are conditional on good attendance, including punctuality and a good approach to study. 

 All absences must be properly notified and authorised by calling the school each day of absence.                             

 Known absences (e.g. medical appointments, university visits etc) should be notified in advance of 
the date of the event. Students should be punctual to registration and lessons and there should be 
no ‘lates’ reported. Holidays during term time and prolonged medical absences will not be paid as the 
bursary is awarded to support participation in education.   

 Behaviour and effort in lessons are also conditions of payment and negative feedback from teaching 
staff will result in bursary payments being declined. 

 Books, reference materials and non-consumable equipment purchased by the school will be the 
property of the school and must be returned to the school at the end of the course. 

 Support is subject to funds being available at the time your application is received and assessed. 
This is a limited fund and once exhausted no further funding will be available. You should, therefore, 
be aware that financial reimbursement of your expenditure is not guaranteed. 

 The level of payment may be different each term. 

 All awards made are subject to the school receiving sufficient funds from the government. 

 A previous bursary awarded may be taken into consideration. 
 
Transport Information 
The Sixth Form provides transport between sites for its students at no additional cost to the student. All 
students using this service must adhere to the rules of the transport provider. The service commences 
at 8.52am with the last bus at 3.25pm. 
 
With regard to transport from a student’s home to school, for which there is a cost, please contact  
Dorset County Council directly:  
 

wwww.dorsetforyou.com/schooltransport 
 

Any student who has a concessionary bus pass in Year 11, and remains within our catchment, will have 
transport to our Sixth Form (for which there is a cost). 

 

 



The Sixth Form 

Courses  

offered from  

September  

2019 
 

 
NB. Courses will only run subject to appropriate student numbers and funding 
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The Sixth Form 

Art Art GCSE minimum grade 5 

Biology Minimum Grade 6 in two science GCSE subjects and GCSE Maths Grade 6 

BTEC Sport GCSE PE Grade 5 and four GCSE passes at grades 9-4 

Business Studies Minimum 6th form entry requirements. 

Chemistry Minimum Grade 6 in two science GCSE subjects and GCSE Maths Grade 6 

Core Maths Minimum 6th form entry requirements / GCSE Maths grade 4 

Drama & Theatre 
Studies 

Minimum 6th form entry requirements. Drama GCSE is an advantage 

DT Product Design Grade 5 in any Design and Technology area or equivalent qualification 

English Language Minimum grade 5 GCSE English Language 

English Literature Minimum grade 6 English Literature and English Language GCSE 

EPQ Minimum 6th form entry requirements 

Fashion & Textiles Grade 5 in any Design and Technology area or in Art and Design 

Film Studies Grade 5 for English Literature and English Language GCSE 

French French GCSE Grade 6 

Further Maths Maths GCSE Grade 7 

Geography Geography GCSE Grade 6 

Gov & Politics Grade 5 in an English or Humanities GCSE 

History History GCSE Grade 6 

Maths Experience indicates that students cope with the demands of the course if they 
have achieved at least a 7 at Higher Level GCSE. Students who have gained a 6 
will be considered but will find it a challenging task. 

Music Minimum 6th form entry requirements, Music GCSE an advantage 

Performing Arts A performing arts specialism (music, drama or dance) is required 

Philosophy & Eth-
ics 

Grade 5 in English, plus minimum 6th form entry requirements 

Photography Minimum 6th form entry requirements but GCSE Art would be an advantage 

PE GCSE PE Grade 5 

Physics Minimum Grade 6 in two science GCSE subjects and GCSE Maths Grade 6 

Psychology Minimum 6th form entry requirements 

Spanish Spanish GCSE Grade 6 

 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1  

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Edexcel 

9FA0 

Students will be expected to have developed drawing skills and have some confidence with a range of 
media, through the successful completion of Art GCSE. 
 
They need to have an enthusiasm for the subject and a genuine desire to extend their understanding, 
knowledge and skills.   
 
Students will develop the skills to interpret and convey ideas and feelings about art, alongside a 
working knowledge of materials, techniques and practices.  They will develop their imaginative and 
creative powers and their experimental, analytical and documentary skills.   
 
Students will also develop a specialist vocabulary and some knowledge and understanding of the 
place of art in history, different cultures and contemporary society. 
 
 

Students will follow a highly structured course designed to develop their knowledge and 
understanding, build their confidence, and extend their drawing, painting, and mixed media making 
skills. Students need to come with a positive attitude and a desire to commit the time and effort 
required to come on this journey and successfully make the transition to A level.  

Given a positive approach and the required level of application, students will make huge strides in this 
first year which will prepare them to take on the challenges of the more independent study that 
comprises year two. 

All students will individually explore a chosen area in depth, with the close support and guidance of 
their teachers – this will develop into a package of coursework consisting of a wide range of research, 
experiment and personal responses.  

As an integral part of this enquiry, there will be an extended written essay – this will also be prepared 
and written in collaboration with your teachers.  

Towards the end of the course students will produce a series of substantial and ambitious outcomes, 
growing out of their earlier explorations, experiments and study.  

The exam will be an externally set assignment providing the students with a broad theme/starting 
point. This will be researched and developed in class time and an outcome produced over a series of 
formal timed sessions (totalling 15 hours). 

Art GCSE minimum grade 5. 
 
Students who have not gained this grade may 
be considered at the discretion of the Head of 
6th Form. 

Summative coursework grades will be given, 
which students may improve through additional 
work prior to final submission.   
 
Exam:  
Controlled Assignment: (Externally set)  
Preparation Period:  February–May 
Final Submission:  End of May. 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1  

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

OCR 

H020 / H420 

Have you ever wondered: What is actually going on inside our cells? How we use medicines and our 

knowledge of the immune system to prevent pandemics? What DNA really is? Why Darwin’s big idea 

was one of the most important in the history of science? What we are doing to save endangered 

species across the world? 

A Level Biology will help you find the answers to these and many more questions, and can also open 

up many job opportunities in this rapidly expanding area of science. 

A Level Biology is a very desirable qualification and can be a stepping stone for students wishing to 

step up to the next level in education. On the course you will learn about the fundamental principles of 

biology and the impact of biological research and its links to everyday life, how to apply your 

knowledge to unknown situations and learn how to investigate and problem solve across a range of 

contexts. The practical skills you develop, such as microscopy, biochemical analysis and ecological 

techniques, will be assessed in the written exams and will also be given a ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ endorsement 

at A level.  The residential field course in Devon at the end of the summer term is a vital part of the 

course, but is also great fun - check out their website: www.field-studies-council.org to find out more. 

Topics will include: 

 Biological molecules, cell structure, membranes and cell division 

 Exchange surfaces 

 Transport systems in plants and animals 

 Biodiversity 

 Classification and Evolution 

 Communicable diseases, disease prevention and the immune system. 

Topics will include: 

 Communication and Homeostasis 

 Plant and Animal Responses 

 Photosynthesis and Respiration 

 Modern Genetics – patterns of inheritance, manipulating genomes, biotechnology 

 Ecosystems and Populations 

 Evolution. 

Biology and Chemistry or Physics and Maths 
GCSE (all a minimum of grade 6) 
 
OR 
Combined Science (minimum grade 6-6)  
And Maths GCSE (minimum grade 6) 
 
Students who have not gained this grade may be 
considered at the discretion of the Head of 6th 
Form. 

Assessed at the end of Year 13.  

 

3 written papers: 

 

2 x 2 hrs 15 mins (37% each). 

 

1 x 1 hr 30 mins (26%). 
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By taking a holistic approach to the subject, we demonstrate the inter-related nature of business using 
business models, theories and techniques to support analysis of contemporary business issues and 
situations to provide a dynamic course.  
The content is designed to engage students through topics and issues that are relevant in today’s 
society – you will study key contemporary developments such as digital technology, business ethics, 
international business and globalisation, real issues that you hear about in the news and are explored 
through up-to-date case studies. 
Students will develop the knowledge and skills needed to analyse data, think critically about issues and 
make informed decisions – all skills that are needed for further study and employment. 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 
 
You will study business in a variety of contexts (large/small, UK focused/global, service/manufacturing) 
and consider: 

 The importance of the context of business in relation to decision making 

 The inter-related nature of business activities and how they affect competitiveness 

 The competitive environment and the markets in which businesses operate 

 The influences on functional decisions and plans including ethical and environmental issues 

 The factors that might determine whether a decision is successful e.g. the quality of data and the 
degree of uncertainty 

 How technology is changing the way decisions are made and how businesses operate and 
compete 

 The impact on stakeholders of functional decisions and their response to such decisions 

 Use of non-quantitative data in decision making (including the interpretation of index numbers and 
calculations such as ratios and percentages). 

Entry Requirements: 

 
Minimum 6th form entry requirements. 
 
Students who have not gained this may be 

considered at the discretion of the Head of 6th 

Form. 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 
 
All external assessment is undertaken at the end of 
Year 13. 

AQA   

7132 

Year 2 
 
The study of strategic decision making will build on the study of decision making in the functional areas. 
You will consider: 

 The impact of technology on strategic decision making 

 The influences of Corporate Social Responsibility, ethical and environmental issues on strategic 
decisions 

 The difficulties in forecasting future trends  

 The importance of assessing feasibility and risk when making strategic decisions 

 The impact on stakeholders of strategic decisions and their response to such decisions. 
 
The topics lend themselves to studying and engaging with the business world. You are encouraged to 
follow business developments and think critically about contemporary business issues. Most of the 
assessment material is based on real business situations. By examining and thinking critically about 
real business situations as you study the subject, you will gain an insight into different contexts which 
will help you to understand the key issues in any situation and compare and contrast this with other 
situations and apply their understanding. 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1  

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

OCR A 

H432 

This rigorous and challenging course is designed to give students an in-depth knowledge of all aspects 
of Chemistry in the modern world, and is both rewarding and well regarded amongst university 
admissions tutors and future employers.  
 
Students will develop the ability to take an informed interest in scientific matters, whilst recognising the 
limitations of scientific method and building up advanced practical skills. They will acquire skills and 
abilities not only relevant to Chemistry but that are also useful in everyday life.  

 

A Level Chemistry is an excellent base for university degrees in healthcare such as medicine, 
pharmacy and dentistry, as well as the biological sciences, physics, mathematics, pharmacology and 
analytical chemistry. Chemistry is taken by many law applicants as it shows you can cope with difficult 
concepts, and it can also complement a number of arts subjects.  

 

A range of career opportunities in the chemical, manufacturing and pharmaceutical industries and in 
areas such as forensics, environmental protection and healthcare are available. The problem solving 
skills are useful for many other areas, too, such as law and finance.  

Module 1 Development of practical skills in Chemistry  Practical skills assessed in a written 
examination and in a practical endorsement. 
 
Module 2 Foundations in Chemistry Atoms, compounds, molecules and equations. Amount of 
substance. Acid–base and redox reactions. Electrons, bonding and structure. 
 
Module 3 Periodic table and energy The periodic table and periodicity. Group 2 and the 
halogens. Qualitative analysis. Enthalpy changes. Reaction rates and equilibrium (qualitative).  
 
Module 4 Core organic chemistry Basic concepts. Hydrocarbons. Alcohols and haloalkanes. 
Organic synthesis. Analytical techniques (IR and MS). 

Module 1 Development of practical skills in Chemistry Practical skills assessed in a written 
examination and in a practical endorsement.  
 

Module 5 Physical Chemistry and transition elements Reaction rates and equilibrium 
(quantitative). pH and buffers. Enthalpy, entropy and free energy. Redox and electrode potentials. 
Transition elements.  
 

Module 6 Organic Chemistry and analysis Aromatic compounds. Carbonyl compounds. 
Carboxylic acids and esters. Nitrogen compounds. Polymers. Organic synthesis. Chromatography 
and spectroscopy (NMR).  
 

Students will carry out assessed practical tasks throughout the course and attain a separate “Practical 
endorsement” for these skills alongside their A level. 

Chemistry and Physics or Biology and Maths 
GCSE (all a minimum of grade 6) 
 
OR 
Combined Science (minimum grade 6-6)  
and  Maths GCSE (minimum grade 6) 
 
Students who have not gained this grade may be 
considered at the discretion of the Head of 6th 
Form. 

End of Year 2 
 
Paper 1: 100 marks, 2hr 15 mins, 37%.  
 
Paper 2: 100 marks, 2hr 15 mins, 37%.  
 
Paper 3.   70 marks, 1hr 30 mins, 26%.  
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The A level Drama and Theatre course is an exciting combination of practical exploration of 
performance texts, theoretical approaches to creating, evaluating and staging drama and opportunities 
to see and perform in live performances.  
 
There is a strong focus on contemporary playwrights and practitioners, as well as traditional, historical 
texts.  
 
Building on skills learned at GCSE, Drama and Theatre A Level gives students an opportunity to 
develop as performers, designers and critics. This A Level will be an asset to anyone wanting to study 
this subject at a higher level, as well as those wishing to pursue other career options including Law, 
Teaching, Media, English and many others.  
 
Excellent attendance (including rehearsals outside of lessons), dedicated research and independent 
learning outside of lessons, and the ability to write coherently are essential.  
 
Students will have opportunities to see professional theatre and work with industry experts.  

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
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Year 1 
 
Component 1: In Year 1, students are introduced to a range of practitioners and texts, through 
teacher lead workshops. They then choose a text to use as a stimulus and create a piece of original 
devised theatre inspired by a practitioner to be performed to an audience and assessed by their 
teachers. Each student also produces a written portfolio, documenting the devising process.  
 
Component 3: The rest of Year 1 is spent studying two plays and how they could be realised in 
performance. Students will also see a number of live performances, one of which they will write about 
in their end of course exam. 

Entry Requirements: 

Minimum 6th form entry requirements, plus  

Grade 5 English 

Students who have not gained this may be 

considered at the discretion of the Head of 6th 

Form. 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  
 
Component 2:  Students will work in a group to perform one extract from a performance text 
and a monologue or duologue from a different performance text. These performances will be assessed 
by a visiting examiner.  
 
Component 3: Students will spend the rest of the year continuing to prepare for the final 
written exam which they have started in Year 1. 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

Year 1 
January / February - Component 1 devised piece. 
Component 1 - 40% 
 
Year 2 
January – March, examination window for Component 
2 group extracts and monologues/duologues. 
Component 2 - 20% 
 
May / June  - Component 3 written exam. 
Component 3 - 40% 

Edexcel 

9DR0 

 

.  

 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Pearson 

8DTO / 9DTO 

If you have an interest in designing and making a product then this exciting new A Level course will 
give you that opportunity. It will also teach you about a greater range of materials, processes and 
techniques, adding to knowledge gained from GCSE qualifications.  
 
The teaching of this syllabus has a strong practical element, encouraging high level design work and 
modelling of design solutions leading to the manufacture of a working prototype. The analysis and 
evaluation of this prototype is required, identifying how the prototype could be improved. 
 
Excitingly, the course offers an element of design theory, where key traditional and smart materials 
and their performance characteristics are taught, along with various complex processes and 
techniques like sand casting, welding and lamination as well as the use of digital technologies (both 
CAD and CAM). The factors that influence product development, including the use of new 
technologies, looking into current legislation and environmental impacts are all covered. 
 
This course provides anyone aiming for a career in design a solid grounding and a firm base to build 
upon at university or in practice.  

Component 1: Principles of Design Technology. Areas such as materials, processing and 
techniques legislation, manufacturing and environmental issues.  
 

Component 2 – Independent ‘Design and Make’ project. Allows students to design and make a 
product from a list provided by the exam board.  
The NEA (non examination assessment) is sub-divided into four parts focusing on design 
opportunities, designing a prototype, making a prototype and evaluating. Students are expected to 
demonstrate their ability to analyse; design with flair, originality and creativity; make a product skillfully 
using a range of different processes and valuate their prototype through a variety of tests and a range 
of criteria.  
 
The NEA is expected to be evidenced in a paper or digital portfolio to include written analysis, full 
visual renditions, photographs of all practical elements and a written evaluation with supporting 
photographic evidence of testing.  

Grade 5 in any Design and Technology area 
or equivalent qualification.  
 
Students who have not previously studied 

these subjects or achieved this grade may be 

considered at the discretion of the Head of 6th 

Form. 

Assessed by both written exam (50%) and by 
coursework (50%). 

D
T

 P
R

O
D

U
C

T
 D

E
S

IG
N

 

Component 1 – Principles of Design Technology. 
This will be developed in greater depth. 
 
Component 2 – Independent Design and Make project 
This will be developed in greater depth. 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1  

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

AQA English Language 

7702 

English Language at A Level is an exploration of language in action. You will study a wide range of 
texts from fiction and non-fiction to spoken transcripts and electronic texts. There is a focus on how 
language creates meanings and representations in different contexts. You will acquire specific 
terminology and understanding of the linguistic framework in order to analyse texts and apply theory.  
 
At A Level, you will be introduced to engaging topics that relate to how language works in society. 
Units of study will include: 

 Language and Gender 

 Language and Power 

 Language and Occupation 

 Accents and Dialect 

 Language and Representation 

 Child Language Acquisition 

 Language Change 

PAPER 1 Language, The Individual, and Society 
 
Section A: Textual Variations and Representations: Two texts (one contemporary and one 
older) linked by topic or theme: a question requiring analysis of one text (25 marks); a question 
requiring analysis of a second text (25 marks); and a question requiring the comparison of the two 
texts (20 marks). 
 
Section B: Children’s Language Development: A discursive essay on children ’s language 
development, with a choice of two questions based on spoken, written or multimodal data (30 marks). 

PAPER 2  Language Diversity and Change 
 
Section A: Diversity and Change: One question from a choice of two: Either: an evaluative 
essay on language diversity (30 marks); Or: an evaluative essay on language change (30 marks). 
 
Section B: Language Discourses: Two texts on a topic linked to the study of diversity and 
change: a question requiring analysis of how the texts use language to present ideas, attitudes and 
opinions (40 marks); a directed writing task linked to the same topic and ideas in the texts (30 marks). 
 
Coursework: Language in Action: A language investigation (2000 words excluding data); 
original writing and commentary (1500 words) - (100 marks / 20% of A Level / internally assessed). 

Minimum grade 5 GCSE English Language. 

Students who have not gained this grade may 

be considered at the discretion of the Head of 

6th Form. 

2 examinations (June of Year 13) 

Coursework: A language investigation and an 

original writing piece. 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Year 1: Year 1 
 

Year 2 
 

AQA Specification B 

7717 

English Literature is a rich and rewarding subject which gives you the opportunity to study a wide range 
of exhilarating and important literary texts. A love of reading is vital, as well as a desire to explore 
challenging language, different interpretations, complex theories and to discuss ideas in class.  

 

Literature requires excellent writing skills. You will be expected to write lengthy, detailed and technical 
responses that demonstrate deep understanding of language, structure, form and genre. Your grasp of 
literary terms will be secure. 

 

You will be expected to read at least 8 texts in detail during the two year course. You will also be 
expected to read widely around the texts, exploring contexts, theories and different interpretations. As 
mentioned above, a love of reading is a prerequisite and is non-negotiable.  

 

Texts offered include: 

Year 1: King Lear / Death of a Salesman / Tess of the D’Urbervilles / Tragic poetry (anthology) 

Year 2: As above, plus: The Kite Runner / Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Experience / Harrison’s 
Selected Poems, Ibsen’s A Doll’s House (political and social protest writing). 

The course starts with an introduction to the genre of tragedy. Using classical theories, poetry and play 
texts, the genre is carefully examined and studied. Students move on to the study of Shakespearean 
tragedy through King Lear. Close analysis of the text, the contexts influencing the writing and 
reception of the play and different interpretations of the play will all be covered. Shakespeare plays a 
big part in the final exams so is revised in depth during Year 2.  
 
Staying with tragedy, Miller’s Death of a Salesman is also studied, along with an anthology of tragic 
poetry and Thomas Hardy’s tragic novel Tess of the D’Urbervilles.  

Minimum grade 6 English Literature or 
English Language GCSE. 

Students who have not gained this grade 
may be considered at the discretion of the 
Head of 6th Form. 
 

PAPER 1: Closed book, Literary Genres (40%, 
2½hrs). One passage based question on Shakespeare, 
one essay based question on Shakespeare and one 
essay linking two texts (three questions, each 25 marks). 
 

 
PAPER 2: Open book, Texts and Genres (40%,  
3 hrs). 3 questions: One compulsory unseen 
passage; one essay question on set text and one essay 
connecting texts. 
 
Independent Reading (20%). 2 essays of 1500 words. 
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Poetry of social and political protest starts Year 2. William Blake’s visionary Songs of Innocence and 
Experience is studied in depth, with a selection of Tony Harrison’s poetry offering a more 
contemporary political viewpoint.  
 
The ‘voice’ of protest is given a global hearing through the study of Hosseini’s The Kite Runner. Initial 
study of all of the set texts will be completed early in the year, and the course will then focus on 
revision of all of the set texts.  
 
Students also start coursework (20%) in Year 2, where two essays of 1500 words (one on poetry, one 
on prose) are written, each informed by a specific literary theory (via study of the AQA ‘Critical 
Anthology’). Students must read widely and independently for this component to be successful. One 
essay can be re-creative. The re-creative piece will be accompanied by a commentary. 



 

 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 
 

Students will engage in a full grounding of technical and design tasks. Extensive practical work and 
experimentation will underpin their understanding of the fashion industry . They will relate this to their 
visual design work and incorporate a range of photographic and CAD/CAM technologies. This work 
will be delivered through a ‘mock’ NEA folder using Design Tasks provided by the exam board. 
 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Year 2 
 

Students will use the knowledge gained in Year 1 to build their own chosen design task portfolio. 
Their practical and design skills can take a personalised route according to their specific interests in 
the Fashion and Textile field. 
 
PAPER 1 – Core technical, design and making principles (25%, 2hrs) 
In this written paper key fashion design knowledge and understanding is tested in a range of short 
answer, multiple choice and extended response questions.  
 
PAPER 2 – Additional specialist knowledge and making principles. (25%, 2 hrs) 
Further additional specialist fashion and construction knowledge – learnt and extended during the 
practical element of this course will be tested in this paper. Section A will ask you to analyse fashion 
products and Section B will focus on the commercial manufacturing aspect of this industry. 
 
NEA (coursework, 50%): Practical application of design and making principles in fashion. Students 
will write their own personalised design task for this work. 

AQA 

7562  

If you have an interest in fashion, fashion journalism and interior design trends then this exciting 
new A level course will give you a greater understanding of the social, moral and ethical 
construction of textile items in the current global market. 

The teaching of this syllabus has a strong practical element encouraging high level design work, 
technical modelling and the opportunity to work towards the  construction of  fabulous creative 
pieces for both fashion and interior design use.  

All specialist knowledge including that on pattern drafting and cutting and decorative embellishment 
techniques will be taught alongside the manufacturing understanding to underpin this work. 

Grade 5 in any Design and Technology area 
or in Art and Design. 

Students who have not previously studied 
these subjects or achieved this grade may be 
considered at the discretion of the Head of 6th 
Form. 
 

Paper 1: 25%, 2 hours. 

Paper 2: 25%, 2 hours. 

Non-exam assessment (NEA): 50%. 

 

F
A

S
H

IO
N

 A
N

D
 T

E
X

T
IL

E
S

 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Examination and NEA (coursework) Details: Year 1 
 

Year 2 
 

Eduqas 

603 / 1147 / 2 

Film Studies is a fascinating A Level that explores the most exciting of art forms, cinema. You will learn 
about the history of cinema, from the earliest single reel silent films to the most up to date CGI 
blockbusters. You will analyse key texts using a range of critical theories and approaches. You will 
study the work of key directors and ‘schools’ and you will also be expected to devise, plan and execute 
your own film as part of coursework. 
 
If you know your Scorsese from your Hitchcock, then this course is for you. If you like to investigate 
directors’ work and are not afraid to watch and analyse black and white films, you will find much to 
enjoy in this course. The content covered will expand your understanding of cinema and encourage 
you to think critically about the future of cinema. 
 
The course is demanding and requires significant written input, both in terms of final exams and during 
regular assessment. Your control of written English must be secure and you will need to develop a 
critical and technical written style that is in keeping with A level study.  
 
You will need to have an active interest in cinema, and be prepared to engage with the hands-on 
aspects of filmmaking itself. 

 
You start your second year by starting work on your NEA, which accounts for 30% of your final mark.  
You will produce either a short film (4-5 minutes) or a screenplay for a short film (1600-1800 words) 
and a digitally photographed storyboard of a key section from the screenplay. Your evaluative 
analysis will be between 1250 and 500 words. 
 
You will also start work preparing for Paper 2: Varieties of Film (35%, 3 hrs). Again, you will be 
expected to know 6 titles (one of which will be a compilation of short films). In this paper, you will 
write about silent film, documentaries, global film (one film from Europe and another from outside of 
Europe) and short films. 4 questions are offered. 
 
Course content is expected to be completed with plenty of time to allow for revision. 

Grade 5 for English Literature or English 
Language GCSE.  

Students who have not gained this grade 
may be considered at the discretion of the 
Head of 6th Form. 
 

PAPER 1 American and British Film (35%, 3hrs) 
6 feature films from America and the UK 
examined. 4 questions are covered in this exam. 
 

PAPER 2 Varieties of Film (35%, 3 hrs) 
6 titles (one of which will be a compilation of short 
films). 4 questions are offered. 
 

Non-exam assessment (coursework, 30%):  
One production (4 minutes) and written analysis. 
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The course starts with some critical and theoretical perspectives. From the start you will be introduced 
to the technical language used to analyse film academically. You will learn, quickly, to spot and 
comment on key features of cinematography, editing, sound, lighting and mise-en-scene.  
 
Year 1 focuses on Paper 1 of the exam, (American and British Film (35%, 3hrs). This component will 
require you to study 6 feature films from America and the UK. You will cover titles from the ‘classical’ 
period of Hollywood, right up to contemporary film, and you will compare 2 British films. 4 questions 
are covered in this exam. 



Teacher’s Commentary: 
 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1  

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

AQA 

7652 

The course aims to enhance students’ linguistic skills and promote and develop spontaneity and 
independence, their capacity for critical thinking on the basis of their knowledge and understanding of 
the language, culture and society of France or countries where French is spoken. 

The course begins with topics that will be familiar to students from GCSE, such as family life and 
information technology and moves on to more complex topics such as the advantages and 
disadvantages of living in a diverse culture, touching on aspects of criminality and social inclusion. 
Students will also study a film and a literary text about which they will write an analytical essay. The 
spoken component of the exam will be examined by responses to stimulus cards based on topics 
covered during the course and also on a personal research topic. 

While the language used at GCSE level is mainly descriptive and narrative A level students learn to 
give and justify opinions as well as to debate and argue causes and concerns.  

All students are given the opportunity to work with native French speakers and French is used almost 
exclusively in the lessons and considerable use is made of group discussion, pair work and role play 
techniques.  

Core content: Aspects of French-speaking society and artistic culture in the French-speaking world. 
 
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing: Students answer questions on spoken passages as 
well as written texts in French and translate a short passage from French to English. 
 
Paper 2: Writing: Students answer a question about the set text or film. Translation of text from 
English to French. 
 
Paper 3: Speaking Test: discussion of two sub-themes with the discussion based on a stimulus 
card for each sub-theme. Students study the card for 15 minutes before the test begins. 

Core content: Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues, aspects of political life in the 
French-speaking world in addition to the themes outlined above. 
 
Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing: Students answer questions on spoken passages as 
well as written texts in French, translate a passage from French to English and another from English 
to French 
 
Paper 2: Writing: Students answer either one question in French on a set text and one 
question in French on a set film. 
 
Paper 3: Speaking Test: In addition to a discussion of a sub -theme based on a stimulus card, the 
student presents and discusses an individual research project. 

French GCSE Grade 6.   
 
Students who have not gained this grade 
may be considered at the discretion of the 
Head of 6th Form. 

Paper 1:  2½hrs, 100 marks, 50%. 
 
Paper 2:  2hrs, 80 marks, 20%. 
 
Paper 3:  21-23 mins (+5 mins prep), 60 marks, 
30%. 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Years 1 and 2 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Edexcel  

8FMO 

For progression to many courses at university it is important to have strong mathematics skills. For 
most science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) degree courses, A level Maths is an 
essential subject.  
 
Anyone applying to study a degree in a STEM subject should consider taking Further Maths as the 
additional content helps ensure a successful progression to university. AS Further Maths is accessible 
to most A level Maths students and having AS level Further Maths on your university application is an 
excellent way to make the application stand out.  
 
“Those students who had studied Further Maths to A- or AS-level standard reported coping better with 
the mathematical content of the degree, and as such perceived that they required less additional 
support throughout their studies.” Institute of Physics ‘Mind the Gap’ report, 2010. 
  
“In general, [it’s] harder than expected, especially the mathematical aspects. I felt thoroughly 
unprepared for the mathematics involved coming from only having maths (no further maths) at A level. 
My peers who did study further maths were much better prepared.” Engineering student. 

AS units are delivered in Year 12. Students can continue with their studies into Year 13, working  
Independently with support (see below). 
 
Students will sit two papers.  
 
There is a compulsory paper in Further Pure Mathematics 1, where topics covered include proof, 
complex numbers and matrices. 
 
The second paper will be in one of four options available: 

 

 Further Statistics 

 Further Mechanics 

 Further Pure Mathematics 2 

 Decision Mathematics. 
 

It is likely that students will have some degree of choice in which option this will be, with guidance 
from their teachers.  
 
The school offers support to Further Maths from the Further Maths Support Group (FMSP). 
 

Further Maths is only offered to students 
studying Mathematics in the Sixth Form. 
 
Experience indicates that students cope 
with the demands of the course if they have 
achieved at least a Grade 7 at GCSE.  

Paper 1: Core Pure. 90 minutes, 75 marks 
 
Paper 2: Core Pure. 90 minutes, 75 marks 
 
Paper 3: Further Pure. 90 minutes, 75 marks 
 
Paper 4: Decision Maths. 90 minutes, 75 marks 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 
 

Unit 1 Physical Geography 
 
Section A: Water and carbon cycles. 
 
Section B: Either hot desert systems and landscapes OR  coastal systems and landscapes OR glacial 
systems and landscapes. 
 
Section C: Either contemporary urban environments OR  population and the environment OR  
resource security. 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2 
 

Unit 2 Human Geography 
 

Section A: Global systems and global governance. 
 
Section B: Changing places. 
 
Section C: Either contemporary urban environments OR population and the environment OR 
Resource security 
 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

AQA  

7037 

Geography is taught by experienced members of staff with nine lessons taught per fortnight in Year 12 
and 13, and is split between the Sir John Colfox Academy and Beaminster School.  

Students will gain an insight into global issues, natural cycles, hazards and conflict. Candidates will 
also develop a variety of geographical skills, which will broaden and deepen existing knowledge and 
be employed with a greater degree of independence. Fieldwork is at the core, on both units, but there 
are also opportunities to develop further skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation. At A level we 
believe students need  a broad understanding of key aspects of both physical and human geography. 

In Year 13, the concepts, themes and skills from Year 12 are extended and developed in different 
settings, taking in contemporary issues, challenges and conflicts. Unit 1 and 2 offer a wide range of 
topics and content and there is also a choice on both papers. 

Students will demonstrate their skills in geographical research and enquiry in an exciting and 
stimulating manner in the field.  

This fresh, modern course, with updated and topical content will appeal to students and give them a 
broad science and art based course that is recognised by the best universities in the country. 

Geography GCSE Grade 6. 
 
Students who have not gained this grade 
may be considered at the discretion of the 
Head of 6th Form. 
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Paper 1:  
Physical Geography 2 hours 30 mins (40%). 
 
Paper 2:   
Human Geography 2 hours 30 mins (40%). 
 
Plus an individual Geography Fieldwork 
investigation of 3000–4000 words (20%). 
 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Year 2 

Edexcel 

9PL0 

Government and Politics is a brilliant A Level especially in our current political climate. It 
explores a vast number of issues that have a direct impact on our lives everyday. 

You will learn about UK Politics, US Politics and Political Ideas from both a current and historical 
perspective. 

If you are fascinated about how Britain goes about implementing Brexit and have been enthralled by 
the Trump Presidency so far, then this is for you. If you want to know how the country works and how 
different political ideas and opinions have been formed, you will find this course very enjoyable. The 
content covered will expand your understanding of Government and Politics, and encourage you to 
think critically about our political future and how society works. 

The course is academically challenging, and requires significant written input, both in terms of final 
exams and regular assessment. Your control of written English must be secure and you will need to 
develop a critical and technical written style that is in keeping with A Level study.  You will need to 
have an active interest in current affairs and political history and be prepared to engage in a wide array 
of texts and media to enable you to add critical analysis into your work. If you are a regular news 
watcher this course is definitely for you. 

PAPER 1 – UK Politics (33.3%, 2 hours, out of 84 marks) 
1. Political Participation: Students will study: democracy and participation, political parties, electoral 
systems, voting behaviour and the media.  
2. Core Political Ideas: Students will study: conservatism, liberalism, socialism. 
This paper is essay based, students will have choices but must answer two 30 mark questions and 
one 24 mark question. 
 

PAPER 2 – UK Government (33.3%, 2 hours, out of 84 marks) 
1. UK Government: Students will study: the constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and executive, 
relationships between the branches.  
2. Optional Political Ideas: Students will study: one idea from the following: anarchism, ecologism, 
feminism, multiculturalism, nationalism. 
This paper is essay based, students will have choices but must answer two 30 mark questions and 
one 24 mark question. 

Grade 5 in an English or Humanities GCSE.  

Students who have not gained this grade may 
be considered at the discretion of the Head of 
6th Form. 
 

Paper 1: 2 hours, 84 marks, 33.3%. 
 
Paper 2: 2 hours, 84 marks, 33.3%. 
 
Paper 3: 2 hours, 84 marks, 33.3%. 
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PAPER 3 – Comparative Politics (33.3%, 2 hours, out of 84 marks) 
The US Constitution and federalism, US congress, US presidency, US Supreme Court, democracy 
and participation, civil rights. You will regular make comparison with the UK revising your Year 12 
studies.  
 
This paper has two short answer questions with one using sources and two 30 mark essay questions. 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Year 2 

OCR 

H506 

Throughout history there has been rapid, dramatic and dynamic change.  We address many 
fundamental questions in our studies and offer you the opportunity to study British, European and 
American history in length, depth and breadth. You will learn to: 
 

 Explore the significance of events, individuals, ideas and societies. 

 Understand the nature and uses of historical evidence. 

 Communicate effectively at a high level. 

 Make responsible judgements on issues of importance and questions of value. 
 
If you are interested in the way people think and act, and the consequences, then you have a head 
start in this subject.  
 
A Level History is widely regarded by universities and employers as an indicator of intellectual ability. 
History is a subject of enquiry and reflection, and we expect students to do both. Discussion and 
debate are actively encouraged. History is a literary subject and you will get the most out of it if you are 
an enthusiastic reader. 

September to Easter: World Depth Study: Dictatorship and Democracy in Germany 1919-1963 
Taught at Colfox, assessed by a 1 hour  written exam. 
British History Period Study: The Tudors 1485 –1558 Henry VII and Henry VIII and the Mid-
Tudor Crisis. Taught at Beaminster, assessed by a 1 hr 30 min written exam. 
 
 

From Easter to Summer: Thematic essay: Coursework 
Assessed by one essay written by students of their own investigation. Topic to be decided by teacher 
and students.  
Themes in History: Civil Rights in the USA 1865-1995 
Assessed by one 2½ hour exam looking at interpretations and themes of the period.  

History GCSE Grade 6.   

Students who have not gained this grade 

may be considered at the discretion of the 

Head of 6th Form. 

Paper 1: 1 hour. 
 
Paper 2: 1½ hours. 
 
Paper 3: 2½ hours. 

H
IS

T
O

R
Y

 

September to Easter: Thematic essay: Coursework 
Assessed by one essay written by students of their own investigation. Topic to be decided by teacher 
and students.  
Themes in History: Civil Rights in the USA 1865-1995 
Assessed by one 2 1/2 hour exam looking at interpretations and themes of the period.  
 

From Easter to Exam: Revision of all units before exam. 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Year 2 

 

Edexcel  

9MAO 

The aim of the A Level course is to provide a balanced and integrated study of advanced 
Mathematics and to master some of the techniques necessary for problem solving.  
 
Traditionally, mathematics has been divided into two main categories – pure mathematics and applied 
mathematics. Pure mathematics covers work in algebra, calculus, geometry, trigonometry, number 
theory, etc. Nowadays a good deal of this is needed for a wide range of applications, particularly in 
science and engineering.  
 
The applied mathematics is in two strands – one mechanics and one statistics. The mechanics 
studied is exclusively particle dynamics, including the concepts of force, momentum and various 
types of motion. The statistics is mainly concerned with the uses (and abuses) to which statistics can 
be put in everyday life, both in commerce and in the physical and social sciences. The study and 
analysis of a large data set is included as part of the course, with an emphasis on hypothesis testing. 
 
Combinations that go well with mathematics are all sciences and humanities.  
 
Many linguists choose to combine a language with mathematics.  

Year 1  

Students will study a further a pure core mathematics unit, and an optional unit which could be further 
mechanics or statistics. This involves topics such as differentiation, integration, probability and 
moments. 
 

There is also an AS course in Further Mathematics available, see separate details. 

Experience indicates that students cope 
with the demands of the course if they have 
achieved at least a 7 at Higher Level 
GCSE.  
 
Students who have not gained this may be 
considered at the discretion of the Head of 
6th Form. 

Paper 1: Pure Maths (100 marks). 
 
Paper 2: Pure Maths (100 marks). 
 
Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics (100 marks). 
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This year builds upon and extends students’ skills, knowledge and application of Mathermatics. The 

topics included are exponentials, vectors, kinematics and hypothesis testing. Students will sit three 

papers, two in pure mathematics (100 marks each) and one in statistics and mechanics (100 marks). 

Note: To complete A Level Further Mathematics, a compulsory further pure mathematics unit must 

be completed and two other units chosen from mechanics or statistics. 



Would you like to learn how to record and produce high quality music?  Do you think you would like to 
learn how to write music using audio and MIDI sequencing software?  Are you interested in 
investigating the impact of music production and understanding the development of popular music? 
 
The new Music Technology A Level is designed to have an emphasis on music technology, combining 
practical and theoretical elements of music technology. 

An engaging and practical subject, with content that is relevant to the modern musician, Music 
Technology focuses on practical application. Content is designed to develop a broad range of skills 
including project management, appraising and analysis, creativity and imagination.  

Music Technology A Level is the perfect course for students wishing to progress to undergraduate 
study in Music Technology, Sound Production, Sound Engineering and many other courses requiring a 
similar skill set.  

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
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Year 1 
Studio Recording Techniques: students will learn about recording equipment, the setting-up of 

recording sessions and the capturing of multitrack recordings. Students develop an understanding of 

how digital audio workstations (DAW) can be used to produce music, manipulate audio and mix music.  

You will also learn about the equipment requirements for a range of venues. To build your practical 

portfolio, you will have responsibility for all sound requirements for in-school productions and concerts. 

You will explore and carry out the skills required to create effective remixes and reworks of existing 

music. material.  

Entry Requirements: 

Minimum 6th Form entry criteria. 

Grade 5 Music GCSE is an advantage.  

Students should also be of a good 

performance standard in music.  

Students who have not gained this grade may 

be considered at the discretion of the Head of 

6th Form. 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  
Working in a Production Team: develop an understanding of the process of recording. Create a 

portfolio CD containing recordings which you have engineered, mastered and produced. 

Remixing and Reworking: Explore the skills required to create effective remixes of existing music. 

Mixing and Mastering: Learn the skills needed mix and master a DAW project to a professional 
standard. 

Assessment Pattern: 

Component 1 (coursework): Recording (20%). One 

multitrack recording, chosen from a list of 10 songs. 

Component 2 (coursework): Technology-based 
composition (20%). Compose 1 piece involving 
sound design, synthesis, sampling, and creative use 
of effects. 

Component 3 (exam): Listening and analysing 
(25%). Listening to extracts from unfamiliar 
commercial recordings and answering questions on 
music technology  

Component 4 (exam): Producing and analysing 
(35% ). Editing, mixing and production techniques. 

Edexcel 

9MT0 

 

.  

 

 

  



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2 
 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

AQA 

7582 

This qualification builds on the students’ experience from Key Stage 4 and GCSE to enhance their 
knowledge and increase their understanding of the factors that affect performance and participation in 
Physical Education. It looks to equip students with the skills and knowledge required for higher 
education or the world of work. 
 
The specification offers students the opportunity to excel in a sport of their choice over the two years, 
either as a performer or a coach. Students are then assessed in the second year of their sport. 
 
The content of the course addresses: applied anatomy and physiology, skill acquisition, sport and 
society, exercise physiology, biomechanical movement, sport psychology, sport and society and the 
role of technology in physical activity and sport.  

GCSE PE Grade 5.  
 
Students who have not gained this grade may 
be considered at the discretion of the Head of 
6th Form. 
 
A pre-requisite is that a sport is played and 
practised outside of school for the two years 
of the course. 

70% of qualification is exam based 
Paper 1 Factors affecting participation in 
physical activity and sport (35%)  2 hour written 
paper.  
Paper 2 Factors affecting optimal performance 
in physical activity and sport (35%), 2 hour written 
paper.  
 

30% of qualification is NEA (non examination 
assessment) 
Performance in physical education plus written/
verbal analysis of performance 90 marks. 
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A level PE covers the study of a diverse and interesting range of topics. In Year 1 you will be 
studying factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport. This consists of: 
 
Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology 
 
Topic 2: Skill acquisition  
 
Topic 3: Sport and Society. 
 
You will also be performing your sport in order to improve your skills over the year. 

Year 2 focuses on factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport. 
 
Topic 1: Exercise physiology 
 
Topic 2: Biomechanical movement 
 
Topic 3: Sports psychology 
 
Topic 4: Sport and society and the role of technology in physical activity and sport.  
 
You will also be performing your sport in order to improve your skills over the year, as well as 
completing your written or verbal coursework on analysis of performance. 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2 
 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

OCR Cambridge Technical  

Extended Certificate in Performing Arts (Level 3) 

Performing Arts is a popular, fascinating and demanding course that will empower you to work 
effectively in the complex world of the Performing Arts industry in the 21st century.  
 
Split into units, there will be a mix of practical activities and assessments, as well as academic, 
thorough essays. 
 
You will study the following areas: 
 

 Combined arts. 
 

 Influential performance practice and development of your specialist area. 
 

 Professional practice and development of your specialist area. 
 

 Performance and interpretation of existing repertoire. 
 
Students will need to participate in all 3 areas as well as specialising in one. 
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UNIT 2 Proposal for a commissioning brief 
Creation of a report in response to a brief set by the exam board (externally marked). 
 
UNIT 3 Influential Performance Practice 
In this unit you will study the development of arts and how they are influenced by social, cultural, 
historical and political contexts (externally marked). 
 
 

A performing arts specialism (music, drama 
or dance) is required. 
 
Students who have not gained this grade 
may be considered at the discretion of the 
Head of 6th Form. 

All coursework units are either internally 

assessed and externally moderated, or externally 

marked. 

 

Formal assessment includes performance in front 

of an audience. 

UNIT 1 Preparing to work in the performing arts sector 
Pitch to the camera in response to a job advertisement / preparation of documents to support the 
response to the advertisement / audition piece or presentation of skills to the camera in response to 
the advertisement (externally marked). 
 
UNIT 4 Combined Arts 
This unit will help you develop skills across all of the performance disciplines to prepare for a 
combined arts performance (internally marked). 
 
UNIT 8 Performing Repertoire 
This unit will help you understand how to both replicate and interpret the repertoire of performers in 
the arts (internally marked). 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2 
 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

OCR  

H173, H573  

Philosophy and Ethics consistently attracts students who are interested in a subject that lays a strong 
foundation for university courses and careers. Its academic credentials are recognised by the Russell 
Group of universities who say it “provides suitable preparation for entry to university.” Teaching logical 
thinking, an awareness of a wide range of contemporary issues, research skills and critical analysis, 
the course studied is based on Philosophy and Ethics – two exciting and hugely relevant areas.  
 
As well as preparing a student for one of a variety of degree courses, the study of ethics complements 
work in the field of medicine, medical sciences or the caring professions. In the world of work 
employers look for someone with an enquiring mind, an appreciation of different viewpoints, logical 
thinking, an ability to come to clear and balanced decisions. These skills all develop through 
Philosophy and Ethics. 
  
If you want to work with people, perhaps in teaching, publishing, health, or childcare - then this subject 
will give you plenty to think about, and valuable expertise, as well as an interesting and academic A 
Level that will open university doors. 

Philosophy  
Students will explore: ancient philosophical influences; the nature of the soul, mind and body; 
arguments about the existence or non-existence of God; the nature and impact of religious 
experience; the challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil. 
 
Ethics Students will explore: different ethical theories including utilitarianism, Kantian ethics, 
natural moral law and situations ethics. Students will apply these theories to euthanasia and business 
ethics. 
 
Development of Thought Students will explore, from a Christian perspective: religious beliefs, 
values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary historically and in the contemporary 
world. Sources or religious wisdom and authority. Practices which shape and express religious 
identity, and how these vary within Christianity. 

Three exams writing three essays from a choice of 
four, based on Year 1 and 2 work.  
 
Each exam is worth 33.3% and lasts 2 hours. 
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Philosophy 
Develops themes explored in Year 1 plus ideas about the nature of God and issues in religious 
language. 
 
Ethics Students will explore Meta Ethics, the nature and role of the conscience and Virtue 
Ethics. Students will apply their knowledge  of these ethical theories to sexual ethics. 
 
Development of Thought  
Develops the themes explored in Year 1 plus an investigation of significant social and historical 
developments in Christianity and key themes related to relationship between religion and society. 

 
English GCSE Grade 5, plus 
 
Minimum 6th form entry requirements. 
 
Students who have not gained this may be 
considered at the discretion of the Head of 
6th Form. 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 
 

Entry Requirements: 

Minimum 6th form entry requirements but 

study of GCSE Art would be an advantage. 

Students who have not gained this may be 
considered at the discretion of the Head of 6th 
Form. 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2 
 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

OCR 

H200  H600 

OCR: “To seek an expressive and/or interpretive artistic approach to the visual world, which is 
produced with the aid of lens-based media and may be manipulated by digital technology.” 
 

Images surround us so understanding and being able to objectively analyse these images in order to 
navigate the digital world is increasingly essential for everyday life so students will learn how to place 
photographic images in an historical and cultural context.  
 

Students will also learn how to use both SLR and DSLR cameras producing work for a series of units 
on portraiture, landscapes and documentary photography genres. Alongside digital image editing 
software students will also learn to develop and print black and white film in a traditional darkroom.  
 

Work produced during the course will be entered into local competitions and Art exhibitions in Bridport 
and Beaminster.   
 

Whilst the course is essentially practical, there is an underlying written component to all coursework 
assignments and essays. This takes the form of supporting work within sketchbooks, whilst final 
photographs are presented separately.  

During Year 1 students will learn how to use both SLRs and DSLRs, use Apple Macs and industry 
standard software like Photoshop.  
 
There will be units in portraiture, landscapes, film processing and developing, printing, 
photojournalism and fashion photography. 
 
Unit H200 is 100% examined, there is no coursework.  

Personal investigation, 60% of final mark 
Starting just before the Summer, students select a topic to base their personal Investigation on. This 
is split into two parts, a coursework component and an essay.  
 
During their personal investigation coursework students will explore a topic, idea or area of 
photography over a 4 month period. In the past students have looked at a variety of topics, from 
photojournalism and fashion through to travel, surrealism and nightmares. Alongside this students 
will research and write a 3000 word essay on a related topic. This essay is work approximately 25% 
of their personal investigation component.  
 
Exam, 40% of final mark 
Students will receive their exam paper at the beginning of February, and will begin a period of at 
least 5 weeks preparation for their exam.  
 
Exams are 15 hours long and students will submit their final piece and preparatory work for marking 
at the end of the exam.  
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A 4 month personal investigation worth 60% of 
the final mark. 
 
15 hour exam worth 40% of the final mark. 



 

Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1  

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

OCR Physics A 

H556 

Physicists looks at the interactions between huge masses such as the planets right down to particles 
on a sub-atomic scale; we study the science of matter, energy, force and motion.  
 
Maths and Physics go hand in hand to provide an excellent comprehension of the world around us. 
Employers from the largest employment sectors in the world are looking hard for the right people with 
the skills acquired from studying Physics.  
 
Physics therefore opens doors for a career in a large number of different areas. Students who wish to 
pursue an interest in Engineering, Technology, Medicine or even Music will find parts of the Physics 
course to challenge and engage them.  
 
Physics is highly regarded as a qualification, proving a student has intellect and ability. Students who 
choose Physics will learn how they can apply their knowledge in practical situations to solve difficult 
problems.  
 
Students are required to work hard and must enjoy applying maths skills. 
 

 Development of practical skills in Physics. 
 

 Introduces the foundations of Physics using mathematical modelling. 
 

 Analyse forces and motion in more challenging scenarios than GCSE. 
 

 Learn about electrons, waves and photons through the study of electricity and the physics of waves. 

 Newtonian World and astrophysics: Looking at thermal physics, circular motion, oscillations, 
gravitational fields and cosmology. 

 

 Particles and medical physics: Capacitors, electric fields, electromagnetism, nuclear and particle 
physics and medical imaging.  

 
 

Physics and Chemistry or Biology and Maths 
GCSE (all a minimum of grade 6) 
 
OR 
Combined Science (minimum grade 6-6)  
And Maths GCSE (minimum grade 6) 
 
Students who have not gained this grade may be 
considered at the discretion of the Head of 6th 
Form. 

All examined, three papers at the end of Year 13. 

  

Paper 1: 100 marks, 2hr 15 mins, 37%.  
Paper 2: 100 marks, 2hr 15 mins, 37%.  
Paper 3.   70 marks, 1hr 30 mins, 26% 
 

Students will carry out internally assessed 

practical work throughout the course, and will be 

awarded a separate endorsement for this. 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1  
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2  
 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

AQA spec A 

7182 

This course is designed to develop students’ basic understanding of the breadth of different 
approaches in Psychology, providing a broad introduction to the scope and nature of Psychology as a 
science.  

Through the study of psychological theories, concepts and research, students will develop an 
understanding of the principles and perspectives governing the subject.  

Students will develop the ability to identify ethical issues, apply psychology to cultural, social and 
contemporary issues and to apply an understanding of a range of research methods used to 
investigate psychological issues. 

In Year 1 the subject content is divided into six core areas intended to give students a broad base 

understanding of Psychology.  

 

These core areas are separated into two units: 
 

 Unit 1 – Social Psychology, Memory and Attachment. 
 

 Unit 2 – Psychopathology, Approaches in Psychology and Research Methods. 

In Year 2 students will further develop their knowledge and understanding of some of the core areas 
as well as their evaluative and analytic skills.  
 
The course delivers compulsory content as well as offering a range of topic-based options. The 
subject content brings together explanations from different psychological approaches and engages 
students in issues and debates in Psychology. 
 
Introductory Topics (Compulsory): Social; Memory; Attachment; Psychopathology. 

Psychology in Context (Compulsory): Approaches in Psychology; Biopsychology; Research 
Methods. 

Options in Psychology: Issues and Debates in Psychology; Relationships; Eating Behaviour; 
A choice of Aggression or Forensic Psychology or Addition. 

Minimum 6th form entry requirements. 
 
Students who have not gained this may be 
considered at the discretion of the Head of 
6th Form. 

Three papers, all externally marked, all worth 96 
marks. 
 
Each paper is worth 33% of final A Level mark 
and comprises a mixture of multiple choice, short 
answer and extended writing. 
 
Exam in June. 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Year 1 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Year 2 
 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

AQA 

7692 

The course aims to enhance students’ linguistic skills and promote and develop their capacity for 
critical thinking on the basis of their knowledge and understanding of the language, culture and society 
of Spain or the many countries where Spanish is spoken. 

The course begins with topics that will be familiar to students from GCSE, such as family life and 
information technology and moves on to more complex topics such crime, wealth and poverty. 
Students will also study a film and a literary text, about which they will write analytical essays. The 
spoken component of the AS exam will examined by responses to stimulus cards based on topics 
covered during the course, while A-level students will in addition be asked questions on a personal 
research topic. 

While the language used at GCSE level is mainly descriptive and narrative, A level students learn to 
give and justify opinions as well as to debate and argue causes and concerns.  

All students are given the opportunity to work with a native Spanish speaker and Spanish is used 
almost exclusively in the lessons and considerable use is made of group discussion, pair work and 
individual research techniques.  

Core content: Aspects of Hispanic society and Artistic culture in the Hispanic world. 

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing: Students answer questions on spoken passages as 
well as written texts in Spanish and translate a short passage from Spanish to English. 
 

Paper 2: Writing: Students answer a question about the set film. 
 

Paper 3: Speaking Test: Discussion of two sub-themes with the discussion based on a stimulus 
card for each sub-theme. The student studies the card for 15 minutes before the test begins. 

Core content: Aspects of Hispanic society: current issues, Aspects of political life in the Hispanic 
world in addition to the themes outlined above. 
 

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing: Students answer questions on spoken passages as 
well as written texts in Spanish, translate a passage from Spanish to English and another from 
English to Spanish 
 

Paper 2: Writing: Students answer one question in Spanish on a set text from a choice of two 
questions and one question in Spanish on a set film from a choice of two questions. 
 

Paper 3: Speaking Test: In addition to a discussion of a sub -theme based on a stimulus card, the 
student presents and discusses an individual research project. 

Spanish GCSE Grade 6. 

 

Students who have not gained this may be 

considered at the discretion of the Head of 

6th Form. 

 
Paper 1: 2hr 30, 160 marks, 40%. 
 
Paper 2: 2hrs, 90 marks, 30%. 
 
Paper 3: 23 mins (+ 5 mins prep), 60 marks, 30%. 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Course Details 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Course Title: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Pearson  

BTEC L3 National Extended Diploma in Sport   

TEACHER’S COMMENTARY  

This qualification is equivalent to three A Levels. It has been designed as a full two-year programme 

for post-16 learners. This qualification is particularly appropriate for learners who are interested in 

progressing to a career in sport and physical activity development, either directly, or through higher 

education.  

 
The course is taught jointly at both Sixth Form centres, with students expected to attend all lessons 
and undertake some extra-curricular activities by assisting the PE departments in lessons and after 
school clubs. This experience will help you in a number of units as the course progresses. There are 
14 units of work which you will need to complete, and you are graded in each unit at a pass (E/D 
grade), Merit (C/B grade) or Distinction (A/A* grade). The 14 units you will be studying over the two 
year course will include: 
 

 Anatomy and Physiology 

 Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sports and Well-Being 

 Professional Development in the Sports industry 

 Sports Leadership 

 Practical Sports Performance 

 Rules, Regulations and Officiating in Sport 

 Technical and Tactical Demands of Sport 

 Development and Provision of Sport and Physical Activity 

 Investigating Business in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry 

 Skill Acquisition in Sport 

 Application of Fitness Testing 

 Principles and Practices for Outdoor and Adventurous Activities 

 Coaching for Performance 

 Research Methods in Sport 

5 GCSE passes at grades 9-4  

GCSE PE Grade 5.  

Students who have not gained this grade 

may be considered at the discretion of the 

Head of 6th Form. 

14 units of work, of which 10 are mandatory. 

Of the 14 units you will study, one will be a 
written exam, three will be using a case study to 
analyse information, and 10 will be assignment 
based marked by your teachers. 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Syllabus No: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

Examination and Coursework (NEA) Details: 

Edexcel  

7MC0 

The aims of Core Mathematics are: 

 To increase understanding to support the mathematical content in other 

qualifications, especially the following subjects: Physics, Chemistry and Biology; 

Business Studies; Geography; Psychology (where A Level Maths is not being studied) 

 Consolidate and build on mathematical understanding, and develop the ability to apply 

mathematics to authentic problems. 

 Develop competence in the selection and use of mathematical methods and techniques. 

 Build skills in mathematical thinking, reasoning and communication. 

 Core Maths is relevant to a wide range of future studies and employment. 

Students will sit two papers, both testing the content areas of: 

 Applications of statistics 

 Probability 

 Linear programming 

 Sequences and growth. 

 

Paper 1: Comprehension 

Students are provided with a source booklet which will detail two real life contexts.  

Students are required to comprehend, interpret and analyse the content in order to answer the 

questions. 

Paper 2: Applications 

Students are required to apply their problem solving skills to answer 4 themed questions. 

 

Minimum 6th form entry requirements. 

Grade ‘4’ GCSE Maths 

 

Paper 1: 
Comprehension, interpretation and analysis. 
100 minutes, 60 marks 
 
Paper 2: 
Problem solving skills. 
100 minutes, 80 marks 
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Teacher’s Commentary: 

Exam Board: 
 

Structure 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 

Course Title: 

Assessment Pattern: 

 

 

 

AQA    

7993 

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an independent project carried out on a topic completely 
of the student’s choice.  It helps students develop and improve their own learning and performance as 
critical, reflective and independent learners, through applying decision making and problem solving 
skills.  

They need to plan, research, think critically, analyse, synthesise, evaluate and present.  

Having chosen a topic that complements their studies at A level (or a subject that is of personal 
interest), the students either write a 5000 word essay informed by research or create an artefact with a 
1,000 word essay that evaluates the process of production, or put on a performance with a 1,000 word 
evaluation. 

Students are expected to be self-motivated, able to research in detail and be proactive about 
deadlines and meetings. 

Successful completion can lead to an AS level. Grades A* - E are awarded, with an A* grade being 
worth 28 UCAS points. 

Once students have chosen a topic it must be approved by their supervisor. 

They then carry out independent research and complete a production log to document the project 
process.  

Additionally, there is a small taught component covering skills such as planning and referencing. 

Progress is monitored and support and guidance is provided by the supervisor if necessary. 

Finally, candidates must deliver a presentation in front of their supervisor and an audience of their 
choosing. They should expect to be asked questions during this presentation. 

Minimum 6th form entry requirements. 

EPQ is suitable for all students, but is 

particularly well suited to those studying 

humanities, languages and arts subjects. 

Core Maths (on the other hand) is commonly 

taken by scientists and those studying 

Psychology, Geography and Business 

Studies. 

Assessment is done by the individual student’s 
supervisor who grades the project after guiding 
the student through the process. 
 
Each student has to present their completed 
project to a non-specialist audience and take 
questions which will also be assessed by the 
supervisor. 
 

 Manage 

 Use resources 

 Develop and realise 

 Review. 
 
The project is internally assessed and then 
moderated by the exam board. 
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The Sixth Form 
 

 


