


Welcome to the Spring Term edition of the FOX NEWS DIGITAL! It seems strange to be writing my last entry 
into what has become our termly round up of events. I’ve spent some time looking back through all the past 
editions since Rebecca Mather started this new format. These, along with ‘The Review of the Year in Pictures’ 
say more about Colfox than anything I could ever write or talk about. I know the students enjoy seeing 
themselves in print and I hope you enjoy finding our more about what goes on at school 
outside of the classroom.

The Spring Term has once again been action packed. The range of trips that has gone out has been really 
impressive. In the past ten weeks alone we have been to Iceland, Spain, Belgium, France, Devon and 
Bovington! School trips take hours of planning by staff and at the moment many schools are running 
fewer and fewer. I am so pleased that at a time when staff are working are so hard to help their exam 
classes get the grades they need, that they still fins the time to make such trips happen. Often when the 
students leave in Year 11 it is the pictures and memories they have from these days away that really stay with 
them.

In the Spring 2018 edition I was congratulating our new STEM teams on success fully competing at the Land 
Rover Regional Final in Newton Abbot. One year on and we are the 2019 National Champions after 
triumphing up in Warwickshire. I am so proud of these students and the work they have put into this has been 
considerable. They impressed all the judges and their fellow competing regional winners. This really has 
helped cap what has been a resurgence of STEM activity in school under the watchful eye of Mrs Turner and 
Mr Woodhall and I am pleased to read about the Flying Start and the Women in Engineering programmes.

After reaching the national final of Youth Speak last year we had not expected to reach the same heights this 
year. However, all of our of our teams once again did themselves proud. The Year 9 team of Lily Rayner, Eddie 
Rose and Alfred Ross were successful in winning both the local round and the district semi-final. They nar-
rowly missed out on first place at the regional final and once again were a real credit to themselves and the 
school. Mrs Ward was a very proud teacher! I enjoyed watching my 6th successive l Rock Challenge! Our 
student leaders (who organised the team) were probably the best ever. Everyone who went to support on the 
night in Bournemouth was as pleased as I was with award for 3rd place overall. It was an incredible dance and 
most importantly everyone enjoyed taking part.

Finally, the sporting action has not stopped. We won 5 of 6 age groups  categories in the area cross county 
league and our Junior Boys were winners at the Clayesmore Relays and runners up at Millfied. In such events 
it is important to remember that were competing against, and beating, many of the region’s most 

successful private schools. Our Under 13 boy’s hockey team were crowned county champions and we were area 
winners in Year 10 basketball. Our Year 11 boys football team are into the area final for the 3rd year in a row 
and good luck in the final after Easter! Handball was new to the school this year and our Year 10 boys won the 
area tournament and came 5th at the County Finals at Bryanston.

I look forward to following future editions of the FOX NEWS DIGITAL and following the many successes of 
our students. 

David Herbert
Headteacher

 
From all the staff at Colfox, we wish Mr. Herbert every success in the future. Since joining us as an Assistant 
Headteacher 13 years ago he has occupied a number of roles (and offices!) in the school, so this feels like the end 
of an era. All those who have worked with David can comment on his unique sense of humour and we will miss 
his all-staff emails greatly! Budmouth are lucky to have David as their new head and they will enjoy getting to 
know him as we have over the years. 

Goodbye David 



Youth Speaks 2019

This year we had three teams take part 
in Youth Speaks. Two teams took part in 
the Intermediate competition one in the 
Senior competition.

Intermediate A team: Eddie Rose 
(chairperson), Alfred Ross (speaker), 
Lily Rayner (vote of thanks) with their 
topic, “The Good Old Days”.

Intermediate B team: Anna Clark 
(chairperson), Roland Ross (speaker), 
Sammy Dumbleton (vote of thanks) 
with their topic, “Once Upon A Time”.

Senior team: Daniel Van Zyl (chairperson), Chloe Rainey (speaker), James Clatworthy (vote of thanks) with 
their speech, “The Ever Whirling Wheel”.

In the first round at Burton Bradstock Village Hall both Intermediate teams were pronounced as winners – 
the judges could not split the two- so both team progressed to the next round in Taunton. It was the senior 
team’s first experience of Youth Speaks and considering they only had 4 days to prepare they did exception-
ally well but unfortunately did not go through.

In Taunton, both Intermediate teams did very well, but it was the Colfox A team that made it through to the 
next round with Alfred Ross also winning ‘Best Speaker’.

This year, Eddie, Alfred and Lily’s Youth Speaks journey ended at the District Final in Cheddar. They per-
formed brilliantly and couldn’t have done anything better; the standard was just very high that day.



As always, the Spring term has been a busy one for the joint Sixth Form. Year 13 have completed their 
applications to university and other pathways for next year. Three students have offers for Oxford and 
Cambridge to study Biology, Human Social and Political Sciences and Japanese. Other students have 
offers to study Song writing, Physiotherapy, Criminology, Astrophysics, Bio Veterinary Science, Design 
Engineering, Economics, Environmental Sustainability, Marine Biology, and Sport and Exercise Science 
(amongst many other courses). There have been fewer ‘unconditional’ offers this year, which 
demonstrates the continually changing face of tertiary-level education. We wish them all the best in their 
summer exams and next steps.

Year 12 now begin the process of applying to university and thinking about their next steps. Students will 
visit Bournemouth University in the summer term (24th April) to talk to universities and providers and to 
discuss courses and options. Cardiff Metropolitan University will speak to the Year 12 cohort just before 
the trip, encouraging them to think carefully about their applications and getting them to think about their 
choices. Students should think about accommodation, location and student satisfaction surveys as well as 
thinking about the courses they are interested in. Year 12 should now begin researching their options in 
earnest, and should start drafting the all-important ‘personal statement’. This document is a brief resume 
which acts like a covering letter. Students should spend as much time as they can drafting and perfecting this 
important piece of writing.

Sixth Form News Rock Challenge 
This year was a real success for the Expressive Arts 
department and for all of the students involved. 

The theme for our performance was drink driving and it 
focused on a group of girls who were driving home after a 
night out drinking and, following an accident, all but the 
driver died. It was a hard hitting piece with 
comments from the judges such as 'Dramatic story', 
'Perfectly executed', and a soundtrack that 'complimented 
the narrative'. Jade Farrington played the lead this year and 
did so with passion and flair and led the 50 dancers through 
a great performance. 

The leaders, Abby Prowse, Abbie Bird, Ellie Wellman, 
Sophie Wilson and Ryan Williams should be so proud of the 
effort their dancers put in and the final result of 3rd place.  
This was the highest position we have gained in over 5 years. 
The competition was stiff and the result was well deserved.



Llywelyn Rendall Davies and Isabelle Coliandris were selected 
by Bridport Rotary to participate in the RYLA scheme which 
took place on Dartmoor during February half term. Following 
the week long course, both students (along with a Beaminster 
student) had to speak at a Rotary dinner organised by the 
Bridport and Bride Valley clubs. 

‘Leaders of the Future’
Rotary Youth Leadership Awards, or RYLA, is a leadership development programme run by Rotary for young 
adults. It covers the following areas;
•	 Gain exposure to leadership scenarios.  
•	 Explore problem-solving strategies as part of a team
•	 Discuss and apply creative approaches to leadership and conflict management
•	 Build confidence in yourself and what you can achieve.  
•	 Meet new people and make lasting friendships.  
•	 Learn how to arrange youth activities and community service projects both  locally and internationally

Llywelyn

RYLA was an experience unlike any other, The positivity and drive of Jack and his staff was infectious. The 
(at first) daunting prospect of a week with 22 unknown individuals quickly becomes a distant memory as you 
and your team are encouraged at every turn to jump right in at the deep end! However, a key aspect of RYLA 
being “challenge by choice” no one was pushed too far outside their comfort zone to the point where they felt 
unsafe, but were still sufficiently stretched as to give a massive boost confidence. The skills and 
strategies you learn will be invaluable to anyone thinking of applying to go on RYLA not only in ‘Later life’ 
but even immediately after returning home!

Isabelle

RYLA taught me to push myself in different kinds of ways. Throughout the week we were tasked to try 
different challenges, physically and mentally, which taught me a lot about myself and I will take my 
experiences away with me into 
my future. Before RYLA I never 
would have been able to climb up 
the side of a cliff or talk in front 
of a big group of people, now I 
can go with my gut instinct and 
can confidently push myself out 
of my comfort zone. RYLA was 
a great experience and I recom-
mend it to anyone that gets the 
opportunity. 



Trip of a Lifetime to Iceland







In the first week of March a group of Colfox and Beaminster Sixth-former visited Iceland for what turned out to be a 
trip of a lifetime. Iceland has been nicknamed the 'Land of Fire and Ice' and it was easy to see why. 

Our students were stunned by the beautiful scenery and it was easy to see the power of the huge geothermal plume of 
magma that lies just beneath the surface of the island. Luckily the Northern Lights were visible because the weather 
for the week was uncarachteristicaly clear and mild. Mr Farrow in particular was astounded by the Aurora,  nature's 
most remarkable display of luminous beauty. 

Our students were able to take a dip in a naturally hot spring, walk on a glacier that sits atop a volcano and stand 
under a waterfall inside a mountain - experiences they may never have again. On that note, the environment of 
Iceland is changing fast because of climate change. Some of the sights may disappear in the very near future so if you 
ever get the chance to visit soon, please go before it is too late! Our students would go again tomorrow, if they had the 
chance.



Year 10 Work Experience Placements 2019



In March Year 10 Students completed a week 
of work experience.  This year there were some 
very successful and interesting placements.  
Work experience is a very valuable experience 
for our students and becoming increasingly 
important in securing future employment.





STEM Students Win the National Final!

Students at The Sir John Colfox Academy recently competed in a cross curricular challenge offered by Land 
Rover/ Jaguar. The students involved had to design a shell for a remote controlled 4x4 rock crawler vehicle 
complete with automatic lights which come on in the dark and a tilt sensor which sounds when the vehicle tilts 
past 25 degrees. This is a challenge as it needed to be made to very precise specifications and in a limited time 
frame. They also needed to create a portfolio of their work, a pit display, a verbal presentation and code all of 
the electronics and fit them to the vehicle. All teams involves needed to raise all the money for materials and 
team T-shirts for the Regional final event themselves and so were involved in fundraising or asking for 
sponsorship. 

 
We entered two teams of students and took both to the regional final. Our first team were called STEMatics 
and this team was made up of Toby Pitfield, Ben Pimbley, Zac Dixon, Sam Hossack-Susans, Jack Edwards and 
Danny Cowburn. Our second team was called STEM Storm Squared and was made up of, Eddie Rose, Jake 
Randall and Cara Hatch. 

STEM Storm Squared won the regional final and STEMatics came second. A great result for both teams. The 
winning team then progressed to the National final in Warwickshire. They were allowed to add to their team 
as they are allowed up to 6 members and they were allowed to modify their design. They improved their 
design and recruited new team members who helped make a new portfolio and pit display. The team we took 
to the two day event at the British Motor Museum consisted of: Eddie Rose, Jake Randall, Ben Pimbley, Zac 
Dixon, Daisy Saint and Cara Hatch.  

The two day event was nerve wracking and exciting and STEM Storm squared performed brilliantly and won 
overall! National Champions! The also picked up an award for best engineered car! A fantastic achievement 
for all involved. Well done! They are now getting ready to form a new team to progress to the professional 
class. 



Flying Start Challenge

Sixteen students have been involved with the Flying Start challenge since December. This involved working 
with Helcopter Engineers from Leonardo Helicopters during two workshops and continuing their work 
independently to make a glider. The aim was to make their glider as aerodynamic as possible with limited 
materials. They also had to prepare a poster of their design. 

We went on a trip to Yeovilton Naval base where students gave a presentation of their poster and completed 
a quiz and engineering challenges. They were then taken to an aircraft hanger to take part in a fly off against 
all the school’s involved in the challenge. They also got the chance to be taken in a helicopter and were given a 
tour.  

During the fly off the pressure was on. Everybody was watching and each team could launch their glider 3 
times. The average distance was taken and the highest average would win. All teams flew their gliders. Some 
crash landed, some went quite well and one in particular, thrown by Harvey Coombs went so far it nearly left 
the hanger! Their team were overjoyed and after another successful throw, they came third overall and 
progress to the grand final! They also won some prizes to take home. 

The grand final will be held at Fleet Air Museum at the end of March. Good luck! 

Women in Engineering

Three young ladies in Year 9 recently took part in 
a Women in Engineering event at Atlas Elektronic 
in Winfrith on the 15th March. Girls are currently 
under-represented in Physics and Engineering. 
I hope that this event has encouraged the three 
students we took to the event to consider 
Engineering as a possible career option.  

The young ladies involved were Faye Stephonson, 
Milla Scott-Buller and Robyn Moss. The three 
performed very well working as a team of six 
alongside three young ladies from the Gryphon 
school. Their team was called the Stealthy Sisters. 
Their challenge was to make a stealth boat in a 
limited time frame. Atlas Elektronic are a 
company that build military boats, submarines 
and detection systems among many other things. 
The aim was for their boat to get across a testing 
tank without being detected. It also needed to be cost 
effective. Due to the secret nature of the work the company do, no photos were permitted to be taken and no 
mobile phones were allowed in the building – top secret stuff! 

The boat was built very well but sadly their boat didn’t win. Their rudder was very slightly off centre which 
caused their boat to travel in circles! It was stealthy, but didn’t make it across.  Only one boat out of the nine 
teams did make it across and they were the winners. Many capsized, went backwards or crashed into the side. 
So our team’s boat was actually much better than many others. There was only a winner, no second or third 
place etc... but they did hand out prizes to some individuals as well. One such lucky lady was Faye Stephenson. 
They were very impressed with her team working skills, she didn’t hesitate to work with students from other 
schools and she received a prize for her hard work! The prize she received was the chance to go on a residential 
trip for several days on board the HMS Excellence in Portsmouth. 
Well done Faye and the rest of your team! 



The Rights Respecting Ambassadors have been working 
hard this year continuing to promote rights and 
furthering their understanding. After achieving the 
Silver award last year, they are now working towards the 
Gold Rights Respecting Schools Award.

Student attended a workshop run by Edward Waller 
from Realising Rights to further their knowledge and 
to learn activities which they can now share with tutor 
groups. This was a fantastic opportunity for student 
to work with others from across all year groups and to 
gain confidence in delivering rights activities.

It was suggested as part of our Gold award that we 
should work with local primaries. A group of students have attended Bridport Primary to help them get started 
on their journey to being reaccredited as a Rights Respecting School. Students ran an assembly to the whole 
school explaining their rights and then worked with the School Council. The Students at Bridport Primary 
found this useful, so they were invited back to talk through what Colfox did to achieve the Bronze award and 

help them with their next steps. The 
Ambassadors involved are very pleased 
that Bridport Primary governors have 
approved the school going towards 
accreditation next year.

Bridport announced that it is a Rights 
Respecting town last year and as an 
ongoing project Ambassadors have now 
met to discuss ideas of how peoples rights 
are treated when shopping in the town. 
This is an ongoing project and hopefully 
you will see more on this as the project 
progresses.

Rights Respecting School Update UNICEF has been campaigning for clean air this year. Did you 
know 86% of children in the UK are breathing toxic air? The 
ambassadors have done an assembly on the UNICEF Outright 
campaign and as part of this they have been monitoring air 
pollution outside of the school. The diffusion tube was placed at the 
front of the school near the drop off zone. UNICEF then analysed 
the result. The result was higher than students expected and 
pollution levels were classed as moderate. Out of the 100 schools 
across the UK that took part Colfox is ranked 17th. We are certainly 
lucky to be near the cleaner end of air quality. The Ambassadors 
are now working out ways that we can reduce levels of toxic air around the school. In the first instance they 
would greatly appreciate if you are waiting to pick up a student that you turn your engine off. Every child has 
the right to breathe clean air.



Year 9 and 10 Spanish Trip
The week of the 4th-8th March, over 30 students 
visited El Puerto de Santa Maria. It is a typical 
Spanish town, where we stayed at a Language School 
called ‘Spark’. Students had 2 hours of language 
lessons every morning with native speakers, where 
they were expected to speak a lot of Spanish and put 
their learning into action. In the afternoon, a range 
of activities were undertaken. We went to the beach, 
had a tour of a beautiful castle, where Christopher Columbus resided for a short period, visited Cadiz, walked 
round a food market, went kayaking in the sea and spent a day walking round the beautiful city of Malaga. We also 
went out for a typical Spanish meal of tapas, which was enjoyed by all. It was lovely to see students using the 
language in real life circumstances and they have come back eager to learn the language.



Battlefields  Trip
Battlefields 14th – 16th March 2019

In the early hours of Thursday 14th March, forty-one students and four staff departed on a trip to Belgium to 
pay their respects to the tens of thousands that had sacrificed their lives in the Great War and develop a deeper 
understanding of the War and its harsh realities. After being joined by our wonderful coach driver Graham at 
Ringwood and our fantastic guides David and Simon we made our way to Belgium. After a visit to the 
Bayernwald German trenches and learning about the Battle of Messines and the way British mines reshaped the 
landscape we arrived at our base for the two days in Ypres. On the first evening we went to pay our respects and 
Ali Marasli, Sammy Dumbleton and Toby Reeves laid a wreath on behalf of our Colfox community at the Menin 
Gate. This was a very humbling experience for all, and the students saw the thousands of names of the fallen and 
began to fully appreciate the huge numbers of young men that never returned home.

On our second day, we travelled to France to learn and 
pay our respects to the thousands of men who died at 
the Battle of the Somme. Students learnt a great deal 
from David and Simon about the challenges of 
positioning and weaponry that the British and Empire 
soldiers came up against throughout this harrowing 
Battle. After visiting a very blustery Thiepval memorial 
we were given a fantastic tour from a relative of men 
who fought in the Ulster regiment who explained the 
real life stories of the challenges the Ulstermen faced 
and left us with the poignant reason to why he spends 

months every year returning to the Ulster Tower 
and passing on these stories to continue the 
memories of his relatives who both fought and died.

The final day took us to the Tyne Cot Cemetary, 
the largest Commonwealth forces cemetary in the 
World with almost 12,000 burials. This was 
incredibly moving experience for all and reading 
the ages and family messages on grave stones 
really put into perspective the sacrifice these young 
men made and how fortunate we are today. We then 
visited a German cemetery to see how different they 
were. Before making our return to the UK, Henry 
Pike read the poem “At Flanders Field” at the Essex 
Farm Cemetary where a 15-year-old solider is 
buried. This was an incredibly moving experience 
for all. The students were a credit to themselves, 
their parents and the school and in their own ways 
have learnt a great deal about the horror and 
sacrafices of the Great War.



Tank Museum  Trip On Tuesday 19th March, forty-one Year 8 students visited the Tank Museum Bovington. Students 
experienced a number of different workshops, including Life of a Tommy in the trenches during World 
War I, students discovered how men were recruited to the army and then the incredibly challenging 
experiences they faced in the trenches on the Western Front. It was incredible to see the level of detail 
of the museum’s trench recreations. 

Then students learnt about the Rise of Hitler are look at a number of important pieces of evidence 
that help us understand his life before coming the leader of Germany. Finally, students used both their 
History and Science still to build a mini tank, it was fascinating to listen to how much knowledge the 
students had about the mechanics of different vehicles and how this was similar to the tank. Everyone 
had a great day and it was fascinating to see the vast number of tanks at the museum and the numerous 
ways that they have been used throughout differing world events in the last century.



Year 7/8  Trip to Morwellham Quay

On the Friday 22nd of March Year 7 and 8 students took a trip back in time to the Tamar Valley Mining District 
and the historical inland port Morwellham Quay. Morwellham is famous for transporting Copper Ore from the 
local mines to Cardiff and other major ports throughout southern Britain. 

The students visit focused on developing an understanding of what life would be like for working class men, 
women and children during the Industrial Period and experience one of the finer foods in Victorian life, 
chocolate! Students found out the process of how Copper was extracted from the earth down the mines and 
then processed on the dressing table. Students also found out about the rope making industry, something that is 
a significant part of the History of Bridport.



Sports News

BasketBall

The Year 10 Basketball team won the area tournament for their first time since they began playing in Year 7. 
Despite being close on numerous occasions, each year they have manged to only finish second, with two of 
those years losing only on points difference. This year was different and was a testimony to the commitment 
and hours of training they have continued to put in this year, despite the pressure of the GCSE subjects they 
are taking. 
 

Handball

The Handball team came  fifth in the County Finals which was an amazing achievement as they only started 
playing last year. Year 10 Handball team Fin Cauldwell, Tom Kilcoyne, Theo Vincent Janes, Jake Childs, Mal 
Norman, Damian Barnard, Daniel Van Zyl and Zac Harrison.

Hockey

The under 13 boys went to the Dorset School Games at St Mary's school, Shaftesbury with high hopes of a 
good performance. With most of the team having played in the tournament the previous year they were 
familiar with the format of the day. In the first game, the boys played the only team with a Goalkeeper; Poole 
Grammar. Having gone 1-0 up, the team were unlucky to concede an equaliser leaving them with draw in the 
first game. 

After dropping points, the team were keen to make amends and they did that with style in the 2nd game 
beating St Michaels Middle school 5-1. This set the trend for the remaining games with Colfox winning against 
Budmouth, Broadstone and Middle. The boys were jubilant when they discovered they had won the 
tournament overall: the first time Colfox boys have won a County title. 

The victory was well deserved with fluent and skillful hockey played throughout the day. Particular mention 
should go to captain Charlie Symes who both defended and attacked in one-on-one "Challenge" situations and 
played with determination and enthusiasm throughout the day.



Cross Country

It has been another superb term for the cross-country team.  

Colfox Academy took a strong 
junior team to the annual Bryanston 
and Clayesmore relays and for the first 
time in many years the weather was 
kind to the runners.  
 
This Bryanston event comprised of 
three runners in a team, made up from 
Years 7 and 8. The strength in depth is 
phenomenal and we were able to field 
eight teams. After the success the 
previous week at Clayesmore the teams 
were feeling incredibly positive and the 
first leg runners got off to a great start 
with the A and B teams taking an early 
lead. As the race gathered momentum 
the final leg runner, Kieran Coombs, 
had a battle with an athlete from Bishop Wordsworth School and had to fight hard to maintain first place. 
In the end he was able to stay ahead and crossed the line in first place to take our second win in just one 
week.  
 
The Clayesmore event comprises of four runners, each completing 1.5 miles, before they tag the next 
person in the team. The event attracted 28 schools and almost 700 runners, making it one of the largest 
cross-country relay events in the country. The Year 7 boys got off to a fast start and handed over in first 
place with Jonny Styrin recording the third fastest time of the day. He then handed to Kieran Coombs 
who recorded the fastest time of the day. Kiran Wills then maintained the first place before handing over 

Sports News
to Roland Ross who finished strongly, ahead of Clayesmore and Millfield Prep. The Year 8 team also ran fan-
tastically well to finish second overall having been involved in a battle for first place for the entire race.  
This is the strongest group of boys I have ever had at Colfox and I am really pleased with how theses last two 
results as we have been plagued by injury and illness. This team should have made the national final and 
placed in the top ten but we had a run of bad luck which looks like it is over now and we can look forward to 
the final race of the year and next season. 
 
Primary Schools Event

 
This year has seen Colfox host two primary school cross country events and the competition continues to 
grow year on year.  Storm Gareth could not prevent the final primary cross country race of the year. The final 
event is a relay for children in Year 3 to Year 6 and is made up of two boys and two girls. 

In the Year 4/5/6 race the race went to form with St Catherine’, Parrett and Axe, Bridport Primary and Salway 
Ash all neck and neck after the first leg. The race then became a battle between Parrett and Axe and Ast Cath-
erine’s for first and second place. St Catherine’s finally stretched out their lead to take first place with Parrett 
and Axe in second and Bridport Primary third. Bridport Primary took the B team trophy.

The Year 3 event told a very similar story with St Catherine’s and Parrett and Axe fighting it out for the 
top two positions. The team of four from St Catherine’s proved just too strong in the end and showed 
why they had won the previous two events taking first with Parrett and Axe A team in second. Remark-
ably Parrett and Axe B team took third place and there fore also received the highest placed B team trophy. 




