
Year 8 English 

Independent Study
The Creation Station Project

Task 1:  First lines…
 Choose one of the first lines below:.

“What are you doing here?” asked Jane.

She looked at the floor.  “Nothing.”

Out of the abandoned garden came the forlorn cry of 

a bird.

Ada scooped the berries into her mouth.

When he was nearly thirteen my brother Jem got his 

arm badly broken at the elbow.

 Let it take you where ever your imagination 

wants!

 Write a short story

 Plan, draft, edit, improve then create a final draft.

 Hand in all plans and drafts.

 2 weeks

 Complete / signed

Task 2:  Last lines…
 Choose one of the following final lines of famous 

books:

After all, tomorrow is another day. (Gone with the Wind)

“Well, I’m back,” he said.  (The Lord of the Rings)

“We shall never be again as we were!” (The Wings of a 
Dove)

 Write your own story, making sure that you end up 

with your chosen final line.

 Plan, draft, edit, improve then create a final draft.  

Add all plans and drafts to your assessment folder!

 2 weeks

 Complete / signed

Task 3:  What’s in a Name?
Writers take ages to come up with 

names as they want them to be 

symbolic or representative of the 

character.

• Atticus Finch

• Uriah Heep

• Ebeneezer Scrooge

• Albus Dumbledore

• Elizabeth Bennet

 Create personality profiles for the 

characters listed above BEFORE 

you look them up on The Reading 

Cloud or internet.

 How well did their name reflect 

them?  

 Add details about their 

personalities from the novels 

they starred in.

 2 weeks

 Complete / signed

This unit of work is aimed to bring out your creative side!  

We would like you to explore your imagination and write, write, write!

EXTENSION!
Get some writing inspiration!  Go for a 

walk, go to an art exhibition, listen to 

music, sit and ‘people watch’!  Make 
notes, create characters, emotions, 

relationships, experiences, difficulties, 

challenges…  Then write!

RRS Article 13: you 

have the right to 

freedom of 

expression.
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RRS Article 31: You have 

the right to play and rest.Creation Reading

Zone:
Help Zone:

Choose some of the following stories to read – learn about
new worlds, characters and vocabulary!

You can tick them off when you’ve read them:
 The Dark is Rising – Susan Cooper

 The Snow Spider – Jenny Nimmo

 Across the Nightingale Floor – Lian Hearn

 Mortal Engines – Philip Reeve

 Percy Jackson Series – Rick Riordan

 Shadow of the Minotaur – Alex Gibbons

 The Dreamwalker’s Child – Steve Voake

Extra Challenge: Write a review

 Now you’ve finished reading a book, you can write a review!
 You should try and include a ‘blurb’ about the book, without giving 

too much away.

 Write about your favourite parts of the book, but also about 

anything you would like to change.

 You could include an information section on your favourite 

character or scene.

 Challenge: Write an alternative ending for a book you’ve read.

Use this space to find some answers when you are stuck
and need a little help!

How to improve your drafting:

• Underline 5 boring words and use a thesaurus to swap them for amazing 

ones!

• Rewrite your first sentence to make it hook the reader into your story.

• Use the 5 senses throughout your story to make it come to life for the 

reader.

• Use the ‘show, don’t tell’ rule – show the reader what your characters 

are thinking, rather than telling them!

Make sure you vary the 

punctuation in your story –
use the punctuation 

pyramid and see how far 

down you can get!


