
Year 8 English 

Independent Study

Time to challenge your writing skills – think big and think 

dystopian!

Task 2:  Create a dystopian 

character:
 Create a main character from a 

dystopian story.

 Are they a survivor?

 Describe who they are and what 

they do.

 Use different zoom levels (check 

your knowledge organiser for help) 

to make sure you include lots of 

detail.

 What do they look like?

 2 weeks

 Completed / signed

Task 1:  Create your dystopian setting:
 Write about an adventure setting – desert, forest, 

castle, anything!

 Use the 5 senses to describe your setting (check 

your knowledge organiser for a reminder!)

 Use the description below to help if you are stuck.

 Use dystopian conventions (check your 

knowledge organiser for help!

 Use effective adjectives to describe your setting

 2 weeks

 Complete / signed

 EXTENSION – Draw and label your adventure 

setting.

EXTENSION
Write the beginning of a dystopian short story using 

your character, setting and event!

• Make sure to hook the reader with an effective first 

sentence.

• Make sure you leave the reader wanting to ask 

questions about your story.

Task 3:  Describe a 

dystopian event:
 Use effective

adjectives to describe 

a disease taking over 

society.

 Remember to zoom in 

and out to keep the 

reader interested!

 2 weeks

 Complete / signed

Weird Worlds Project

RRS Article 31: You have 

the right to play and rest.

“The square’s surrounded by shops, and on 
public market days, especially if there’s 
good weather, it has a holiday feel to it. But 

today, despite the bright banners hanging 

on the buildings, there’s an air of grimness. 
The camera crews are perched like buzzards 

on rooftops.”



Year 8 English 

Knowledge Organiser

RRS Article 31: You have 

the right to play and rest.Dystopian Reading 

Zone:
Help Zone:

Choose some of the following stories to read – learn about
new worlds, characters and vocabulary!

You can tick them off when you’ve read them:
 Maze Runner – James Dashner

 The Gone – Michael Grant

 Ink – Alice Broadway

 Breathe – Sarah Crossan

 The Knife of Never Letting Go – Patrick Ness

 The Eye of Minds – James Dashner

 Animal Farm – George Orwell

Extra Challenge: Write a review

 Now you’ve finished reading a book, you can write a review!
 You should try and include a ‘blurb’ about the book, without giving 

too much away.

 Write about your favourite parts of the book, but also about 

anything you would like to change.

 You could include an information section on your favourite 

character or scene.

 Challenge: How is your book typically dystopian?

Use this space to find some answers when you are stuck
and need a little help!

Using different zoom levels:

• Extreme close up –
describe an eye, or a 

flower petal

• Close up – describe facial 

features

• Mid shot – describe 

action, how something is 

moving

• Wide shot – describe the 

sky, weather and setting

Key Dystopian Conventions:

• Citizens are watched and under almost constant surveillance.

• Propaganda is used to control the citizens of society. 

• Information, independent thought, and freedom are restricted. 

• The natural world is banished, distrusted and dangerous.

• Citizens live in a dehumanized state.

‘Dehumanized = Without human qualities’ 
Key Vocabulary Glossary:

Revolution – a revolt, rebellion, uprising 

in which people completely change the 

system, usually by force.

Utopia – an imaginary place where 

everything in society is perfect.

Apocalypse – disaster, catastrophe, 

destruction, the end of the world. In 

Dystopian literature, a new world may 

begin with those who lived. 

Conformity – people are expected to 

behave the same, and follow orders, 

without having individual thoughts or 

ideas.


