
Year 9 Knowledge Organiser – Other Cultures and Contexts

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written.

Context:

 is the understanding of the relationship between the ideas in the text and the contexts of the text

 may relate to the relationship between the text and the context in which it was written

 may also relate to the context within which the text is set: location, social structures and features, cultural contexts, and periods in time

 may also apply to literary contexts such as genres, and also the contexts in which texts are engaged with by different audiences, taking the 

reader outside the text in order to inform understanding of the meanings being conveyed.
Context: "Acknowledgement 

of the universality of a 

literary text is an integral 

part of relating to it 

contextually."

Assessment Objective 3: 

Context

Level 6 - Convincing, critical 

analysis and exploration

Level 5 - Thoughtful, 

developed consideration

Level 4 - Clear 

understanding

Level 3 - Explained, 

structured comments

Level 2 - Supported, 

relevant comments

Level 1 - Simple, explicit 

comments

Victorian London and Charles Dickens

Queen Victoria reigned from 1837 to 1901, and the Victorian era certainly left its mark 

on London. Many London landmarks were constructed during the 19th century 

including Trafalgar Square, Big Ben, Houses of Parliament, and Tower Bridge, as well 

as other Victorian era buildings throughout the city. Victoria herself was born 

at Kensington Palace where you can explore her life in a permanent exhibition.

One of the most famous events of 19th century London was the Great Exhibition of 

1851, which Prince Albert helped to organise. A giant glass palace was built in Hyde 

Park to host the event and attracted visitors from across the world, presenting Britain 

at the height of its Imperial dominance.

The Victorian city of London was a city of startling contrasts. New building and 

affluent development went hand in hand with horribly overcrowded slums where 

people lived in the worst conditions imaginable. The population surged during the 

19th century, from about 1 million in 1800 to over 6 million a century later. This 

growth far exceeded London's ability to look after the basic needs of its citizens.

A combination of coal-fired stoves and poor sanitation made the air heavy and foul-

smelling. Immense amounts of raw sewage was dumped straight into the Thames 

River. Even royals were not immune from the stench of London - when Queen Victoria 

occupied Buckingham Palace her apartments were ventilated through the common 

sewers, a fact that was not disclosed until some 40 years later.

For all the economic expansion of the Industrial Revolution, living conditions among 

London's poor were appalling. Children as young as 5 were often set to work begging 

or sweeping chimneys. Campaigners like Charles Dickens did much to make the plight 

of the poor in London known to the literate classes with his novels, notably Oliver 

Twist. In 1870 those efforts bore some fruit with the passage of laws providing 

compulsory education for children between the ages of 5 and 12.

https://charlesdickenspage.com

Shakespeare’s London

Shakespeare’s London was home to a cross-section of early modern English culture. Its populace of roughly 100,000 people included royalty, nobility, 

merchants, artisans, labourers, actors, beggars, thieves, and spies, as well as refugees from political and religious persecution on the continent. Drawn 

by England’s budding economy, merchants from the Netherlands, Belgium, Germany, and even further afield set up shop in London. As a result, 

Londoners would hear a variety of accents and languages as they strolled about the city – a chorus of voices from across Europe and from all walks of 

life.

In Shakespeare’s time, the poor had little hope of escaping hunger, cold, damp, disease, and exposure. Beggars flooded the streets. Some were veterans 

– often maimed or disfigured – of the ongoing, undeclared war between Spain and England. Others were freemen who had been expelled from guilds. 

Still others had come up from the country perhaps hoping to find work, or trying to avoid family entanglements, or running from the law.

Although William Shakespeare worked in London theatres, plays were performed outside London; there was a theatre in Bristol, for example. 

Theatre companies also toured the all over the country, performing outdoors and in town halls. But Shakespeare spent most of his working life in 

London.

London was the biggest and richest city in England; it was the home of the first permanent playhouses. Wealthy traders and manufacturers – and their 

workers – lived there. They had the money to go to the theatre. By 1600, London’s theatre-goers numbered 20,000 per week. London was also home to 

royalty and much of the nobility. Rich noblemen became patrons of theatre companies, giving financial and legal support. Royalty also supported the 

theatre. From 1603 to 1613, Shakespeare’s company played at the court of King James about 15 times per year.

https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/discover/

The Romantic Poets

Today the word ‘romantic’ evokes images of love and sentimentality, but the term ‘Romanticism’ has a much wider meaning. It covers a range of developments in art, literature, music and 

philosophy, spanning the late 18th and early 19th centuries. This was a poetic movement of the late 18th and early 19th centuries that turned toward nature and the interior world of feeling, 

in opposition to the formalism and disciplined scientific inquiry of the Enlightenment era that preceded it. English poets such as William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, John 

Keats, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and Lord Byron produced work that expressed spontaneous feelings, found parallels to their own emotional lives in the natural world, and celebrated creativity 

rather than logic.

The Romantics were not in agreement about everything they said and did: far from it! Nevertheless, certain key ideas dominated their writings. They genuinely thought that they were 

prophetic figures who could interpret reality. The Romantics highlighted the healing power of the imagination, because they truly believed that it could enable people to transcend their 

troubles and their circumstances. Their creative talents could illuminate and transform the world into a coherent vision, to regenerate mankind spiritually. In A Defence of Poetry (1821), 

Shelley elevated the status of poets: ‘They measure the circumference and sound the depths of human nature with a comprehensive and all-penetrating spirit…’. He declared that ‘Poets are 
the unacknowledged legislators of the world’. This might sound somewhat pretentious, but it serves to convey the faith the Romantics had in their poetry.

Blake, Wordsworth and Coleridge were first-generation Romantics, writing against a backdrop of war. Wordsworth, however, became increasingly conservative in his outlook: indeed, second-

generation Romantics, such as Byron, Shelley and Keats, felt that he had ‘sold out’ to the Establishment.



KS4 Independent Learning Tasks

Task 1: Charles Dicken Biography

Charles Dickens is one of the most famous 

writers from the 19th Century.  He wrote A 

Christmas Carol, Oliver Twist, Great 

Expectations and much, much more.

Find out as much as you can about:

• Dickens’ life and career
• Poverty and wealth in Victorian London

• Victorian workhouses and prisons

• Victorian health and hygiene 

Produce a booklet of information, 

explanations and images about him and the 

world he wrote about.

Enrichment:

Find out about his political beliefs and ideas 

about society.  Look up Thomas Malthus as his 

contemporary.  Add a section on political and 

social thought to your booklet.

Deadline:

Task 2: John Steinbeck and the American Depression.

John Steinbeck is best known for his works set during the Great Depression, particularly 

those that focused on migrant workers. The Grapes of Wrath, a winner of the National Book 

Award and Pulitzer Prize and Of Mice and Men are two of his well-known works that are set 

during this highly stressful period. These books will teach anyone who reads them about the 

Great Depression, especially how it affected migrant workers. Through his works, Steinbeck 

was able to give a voice to the overlooked.

Research:

• The drought in the Midwest in the 1920s

• The effect of The Dust Bowl

• The Wall Street Crash

• The  Migrant Workers

Your task is to write in the voice of a migrant worker living through The Great Depression.  

Research, plan, write in character voice, read and check.

Grade 7-9 enrichment:

Find out about The Grapes of Wrath.  Explore the characters and how their experiences 

reflect those of the real people living through the Depression.

Deadline:

Task 5:. Romantic Poets

Enrichment:

Deadline:

Task 4: William Shakespeare and….

Shakespeare’s plays are typically divided into three categories: comedy, tragedy, and 
history.

• Overcoming the monster

• Rags to riches

• The quest

• Voyage and return

• Comedy

• Tragedy

• Rebirth

Enrichment:

Deadline:

Task 3: Contemporary Poets

Your task is to research 2 of the following 

poets.  Find out about their life, their career 

and their work.  Create a  mini biography of 

your chosen poets.  Include key biographical 

information and writing about at least 1 of their 

poems.

Choose from:

• Simon Armitage

• Carol Ann Duffy

• Imtiaz Dharker

• John Agard

• Jane Weir

• Carol Rumens

• Beatrice Garland

Enrichment:

Deadline:


