
Year 7 History Knowledge Organiser HT 1

Key Terms Definitions

BC Stands for ‘Before Christ’ – it means the number of 

years before the time of Jesus Christ.

Anno Domini 

‘AD’

Is Latin for ‘in the year of the Lord’ – it means the 

number of years since the birth of Jesus.

Circa ‘c.’ About or around the year given. For example c.1250

Anachronism A mistake in placing something in time order.

Source Something that tells us about the past which may be 

text, audio or pictures. For example, a poster, a diary, a 

letter, cinema film.

Account A report or description of an event or experience that 

took place.

Justification A reason, fact, or explanations for making a certain 

decision.

Context A set of facts or circumstances that surround the event 

or situation.

Bias/agenda Showing a preference for or against something; trying 

to influence other people in a way that fits a personal 

view.

Decade A period of 10 Years

Century A period of 100 years.

Millennium A period of 1000 years.

Chronology The study of exactly when things happened. Putting 

events in order.

Pre-Historic Refers to a time before writing existed.

To be a historian, we need lots of skills in our history toolkit. Understanding and forming our own opinions about historical events can be difficult but with the right 
equipment it can be made easy! Historians must be able to evaluate different forms of evidence and decide how useful the evidence is. Chronology is another very 

important skill that historians need to master. Once these skills have been practiced, then we are ready to begin our investigations.    

Chronology

Different sources

Primary Source- is a document or object that 

was created during the time period of study. 

E.g. letter

Secondary Source– is an account or 

interpretations of events. It was not during the 

time period. E.g. textbook.

Physical- such as artefacts like bones, objects 

or photographs.

Written- such as books, letters etc.

Verbal- spoken evidence such as voice 

recordings, interviews, etc.

Using evidence

In order to understand and make judgements on the past, historians must gather 

evidence. This evidence is often known as ‘sources’ or ‘interpretations’. When a 

historians is collecting or analyzing evidence, they must consider the following things.

Content: What can we learn from the evidence itself? What can we see and hear?

Provenance: Where does the evidence come from? Who wrote/drew/created 

evidence? When was it created?

Usefulness: Can we trust this evidence? Does it agree with other evidence that we 

have gathered?

Purpose: Why was the source created? Who was it created for? Does it have an 

agenda or bias?

Context: What was happening in the world when the source was made? Are there 

any key events that the source links to?

Own knowledge: Does this source agree/disagree with what we already know?

Historical Skills

Interpretation- an explanation or way of explaining events. These can be facts or 

opinions.

Inference- a conclusion reached by examining evidence and using reason. 

Analysis- breaking down a subject or topic into smaller parts in order to gain better 

understanding. 

Evaluation- making a judgement about something.

Significance- how important is something over time; what effect something has on a 

situation.

Change and Continuity

Progress is change for the better.

Continuity is when things stay the same.

Regress is change for the worse.

Cause and Consequence

Historians are like detectives. They try to understand what happened in the past and 

also why. To do this we must understand cause and consequence.

Cause – something that directly leads to something happening.

Consequence – as a result or effect of something; happens after an event takes place.



Homework 1 Homework 2 Homework 3

Learn the 13 key terms and 

definitions. 

Provide some evidence of how you 

have tried to learn them. For 

example: Writing them out three 

times each, creating memory cards or 

you might have your own ideas.

You will be tested on this next lesson.

Create a timeline of your life. You 

must include at least 8 events and 2 

images. This could include starting 

primary school, holidays, family 

events and anything else you think is 

important to include.

And

Explain an example of Change and of 

Continuity in your lifetime. For

example:

Change: Starting Secondary School.

Continuity: The Queen.

Create a piece of primary evidence 

about your first day at Secondary 

School. This could be a picture, a 

diary entry, a letter or a report.

This will be stored in a time capsule 

until you finish in Year 11.


