
Year 7 Knowledge Organiser Half Term 2 – The Norman Conquest and Medieval Life









Motte and Bailey Castles



Keywords and definitions about Medieval Life
bailey 

Flat area at the foot of the motte 
containing store- rooms, animals 
etc. 

housecarls Harold’s elite troops 

barons 
Nobles who fought for William at 
Hastings & were re- warded with 
large areas of land to control for 
him 

knights Soldiers who were given land in the 
Feudal system 

Bayeux Tapestry 
Embroidery which tells the story of 
the Battle of Has- tings (from the 
Norman perspective) 

motte Large man-made mound on which a 
tower was placed for defence 

cavalry Soldiers who fought on horseback Normans From Normandy in France, 
descendants of Vikings (North- men) 

Domesday Book A record of all land and property, 
completed in 1086 peasants 

Ordinary people, who worked on the 
land and had to serve their feudal 
master, often a knight. 

feudalism 
Norman way of organising society 
so that everybody is loyal to the 
king 

rebellion An uprising against the ruler 

heir Next in line to the throne witan A council of nobles which helped the 
king to rule in Anglo- Saxon England 



Medieval Towns and Villages



Homework Tasks
Week 1: Use Page 1

Create a storyboard of the Norman Conquest. Include all of the dates on page 1 of 
the Knowledge Organiser except 12th October.

Your teacher will give you a storyboard sheet.

Week 5: Use Page 5
Draw and label your own Motte and Bailey Castle. Write a list of a 
minimum of 3 strengths and 3 weaknesses of this type of castle.

Week 2: Use Page 2
Pick one of the five parts of the Battle of Hastings. Draw and label that part of the 

battle. If you are aiming for Good or Exceptional you should explain who is winning at 
that point in the battle and why.

Week 6: Use Page 6
Learn the keywords and definitions about the Norman 

Conquest and the wider Medieval Period.

Week 3: Use Page 3
Foundation/Developing: Write a paragraph explaining what you think was the most 

important reason William won the Battle of Hastings from the reasons on page 3.

Good: Write a paragraph explaining what you think was the most important and least 
important reason William won the Battle of Hastings from the reasons on page 3.

Exceptional: Write a paragraph explaining what you think was the most important 
reason William won the Battle of Hastings from the reasons on page 3 and write 
another paragraph explaining another important reason William won the Battle of 

Hastings using your own knowledge.

Week 7: Use Page 7
Write a paragraph comparing life in medieval villages and towns. You must consider 

two out of the following four factors:
- Food 

- Housing
- Jobs

- Hygiene (Challenge, you will need to do some extra research).
- Water (Challenge, you will need to do some extra research).

Week 4: Use Page 4
Foundation/Developing: Practice drawing the Feudal System. You must label the 

different groups of people and label what they did for each other to ensure the 
System worked.

Good/Exceptional: Practice drawing the Feudal System. Make sure you label it in 
detail. The write a paragraph explaining why the Feudal System was important for 

William in ensuring he kept control of England.

Alternative Task: Week Any.
PAGE ANY

Your teacher will set you an individualised task based on your 
learning in class. 


