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Key Ideas 

Social Justice 

 

 

Human Rights 

Human Rights are the fundamental rights to which all humans should 

have access. 

They were adopted by the UN in 1948 as part of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. 

They include the right to life, to security, to privacy, to an education 

and to a fair trial. 

Along with these humans also have responsibilities to act within the law 

and not infringe on others’ rights. 

 

Prejudice and Discrimination 

Christians and Muslims have a fundamental belief in equality, that 

all people are equal in front of God. 

“You are one in Christ Jesus” Galatians 3:28 

Prejudice means holding views on someone based on their identity 

or status e.g. gender or race.  

Discrimination means acting on those views and treating people 

differently. 

Christianity has historically held a prejudice against women, but 

this is eroding recently with women now holding high positions in 

the C of E. 

 

Religious Freedom + Racism 

 

 

Religious Freedom 

Christians believe people of all religions should have the freedom to 

practice their faith, this is freedom of religion.  

In some parts of the world this freedom is threatened by oppressive 

governments. In some parts of the Middle East Christians have faced 

persecution for expressing their faith. 

Muslims believe religious freedom is part of God’s design. Life is 
considered an expression of life according to God’s will. Shai’ah law 
does have provisions to punish those who convert from Islam.  

 

 

Racism 

Christians oppose racial prejudice and discrimination.  

Racism is illegal in the UK under the 1976 Race Relations Act. 

Dr Martin Luther King Jr. became the leader of the Civil Rights 

Movement which fought for equality for black people in the US, he 

was a committed Christian and inspired by the Bible and Jesus. 

The Qur’an does not support racism, it teaches about equality and 
that differences in looks shows God’s creativity. The Ummah makes 
no distinction between people of different races.  

Women 

 

 

Christian and Muslims believe that women and men have equal status in the eyes of God. They hold equal value and will be held equally 

accountable for their actions.  

In early Christianity attitudes were very different to what they are today. Men were the head of  a woman. Catholic and Orthodox, do not allow 

women to be priest. Since 1993 women have been allowed in the Church of England, 2014 saw the first female bishop.  

In Islam men and women are designed for different purposes. Men provide and women look after the home. Many women are now allowed 

their own job and their money is their own. 

Wealth and Poverty 

 

 

Although Christians do not ordinarily have a problem with people earning money and becoming wealthy, they are wary of the dangers attached 

to this such as greed and selfishness. 

The Bible famously states that “the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil” 1 Timothy 6:10 

Jesus taught that you cannot serve both God and money and that it is not possible for a rich person to enter heaven if they had not given away 

their wealth to those in need. 

Christians seek to help those who live in poverty without enough money to meet their basic needs. 

People may find themselves in poverty because of debt, exploitation, a corrupt government or a natural disaster. Many people in the UK are in 

poverty due to unemployment, illness or disability. 

In Islam first duty of a husband is to provide for his wife and children. Any remaining money must be used to help others. Zakah 2.5% of wealth 

to be given to the Mosque for the poor every year. Other voluntary donations are also encouraged, Sadaqah. 

 

Exploitation 

 

 

Exploitation means misusing money or power in order to take advantage of people.  

This might involve paying them an unfair amount for their work. In the UK the National Minimum Wage Act of 1998 set the lowest amount an 

employer can pay someone making it illegal to exploit people on extremely low pay. 

People trafficking is another form of exploitation where people are taken from poverty and forced to work away from home for little or no pay. 

This can be found in the building trade and in the sex industry.  

Christians work to oppose people trafficking and exploitation as these make poverty worse and create a more unequal and unfair society. 

 

Aid and Justice 
 

 

 

The Bible teaches Christians to have a strong belief in justice, fairness and equality. It also states that “faith without works is dead” James 2:14 

which means they must put these beliefs into practice. 

Christians can support charities such as Christian Aid and Cafod which provide aid for those in most need. This can be emergency aid which is 

sent to disaster zones or long-term aid which helps people in LEDCs improve their welfare and prospects. 

They might also support a campaign like Fairtrade which aims to make sure farmers and producers abroad are paid a fair amount for their 

products such as sugar, coffee and chocolate. 

Islamic relief, helps those in emergencies by supplying food, water, blankets, basic shelter and medical supplies. Muslims should carry out 

khalifah (stewardship) to  help others. 

 

Social Justice  
 

Ensuring that society treats people fairly whether they are poor 

or wealthy ad protects peoples human rights  

Human rights  The basic rights and freedoms to which all human beings should 

be entitled  

Equality  The state of being equal, especially in status, rights, 

and opportunities  

Prejudice  Unfairly judging someone before the facts are 

know; holding biased opinions about an individual or group  

Discrimination  Actions or behaviour that result from prejudice  

Heterosexual  To be sexually attracted to members of the opposite sex  

Homosexual  To be sexually attracted to members of the same sex  

Freedom of 

religion  

The right to believe or practise whatever religion one chooses  

Freedom of 

religious 

expression  

The right to worship, preach and practise one’s faith in whatever 

way one chooses.   

Disability  A physical or mental impairment which has an adverse effect on a 

person’s ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities  

Positive 

discrimination  

Treating people more favourably because they have been 

discriminated against in the past or have a disability  

Tithe  One tenth of annual produce or earnings  

Poverty  Being without money, food or other basic needs of life (being 

poor)  

Exploitation  Misuse of power or money to get others to do things for little or 

unfair reward  

Human 

trafficking  

The illegal movement of people, typically for the purpose of 

forced labour or commercial sexual exploitation  

Emergency aid  Also known as short-term aid; help given to communities in a time 

of disasters or crisis, e.g. food during a famine, shelter after an 

earthquake  

  

Key Words 
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“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Religious Quotes 

Topic Christianity Islam 

Social justice “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there Is no 
authority expect that which God has established.” Romans 13:1 

“He created you all from a single being, from which He made its mate.” Qur’an 39:6 

 

“Adhere to justice, for that is close to awareness of God. God has promised forgiveness and a rich 

reward to those who have faith and do good works.” Qur’an 5:8-9 

 

“God commands justice, doing good and generosity towards relatives and He forbids what is 

shameful, blameworthy, and oppressive.” Qur’an 16:90 

Religious Freedom “I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions 
and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have 

learned. Keep away from them.” Romans 16:17 

“Now the truth as come from your Lord: let those who wish to believe in it do so, and let those who 
wish to reject it do so.” Qur’an 18:29 

 

“Do not try to justify yourselves; you have gone from belief to disbelief. We may forgive some of you, 

but We will punish others: they are evildoers.” Qur’an 9:66 

Prejudice and Discrimination “There is neither Jew not Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male or 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28 

 

“Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to 
speak….for it is disgraceful for a women to speak in the church.” 1 

Corinthians 14:34-35 

 

 

“People, We created you all from a single man and a single woman, and made you into races and 

tribes so that you should get to know one another.” Qur’an 49:13 

 

“We sent Lot and he said to his people, ‘How can you practice this outrage? No other people has 

done so before, You lust after men rather than women! You transgress all bounds!’” Qur’an 7:80-81 

Status and role of women  “Their Lord has answered them: ‘I will not allow the deeds of any one of you to be lost, whether you 
are male or female, each is like the other {in rewards].” Qur’an 3:195 

 

“Anyone, male or female, who does good works and is a believer, will enter paradise.” Qur’an 4:124 

 

“Husbands should take good care of their wives.” Qur’an 4:3 

Wealth “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone 
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:25 

 

“But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to 
produce wealth.” Deuteronomy 8:18 

 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40 

“Tell those who hoard gold and silver instead of giving in God’s cause that they will have a grievous 
punishment.” Qur’an 9:34 

 

“Beware of greed for it is ready poverty.” Hadith 

 

“Intoxicants and gambling, idolatrous practices, and [divine with] arrows are repugnant acts – Satan’s 
doing – shun them so that you may prosper’” Qur’an 5:90 

Exploitation “Do not exploit the poor because they are poor.” Proverbs 22:22 “ I guarantee that those who economies will never fall poor.” Hadith 

Money to the poor  “Be good to your parents, to relatives, to orphans, to the needy, to neighbours near and far.” Qur’an 
4:36 
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Homework Tasks 

Homework will be set every_________________________ and will be expected to be in every ___________________________________ 

Task 1 

 

Create a visual piece of work to show different types of discrimination. It 

can take the form of a poster, model, collage the choice is yours. You 

must show as many different types as possible. 

 

  

Task 2 

 

 

Learn the key words and the definitions.  

You must also learn the correct spellings of the words. 

 

 

Task 3 

 

 

‘Racism is the worst form of prejudice.’ 
 

 Evaluate this statement. In your answer, you: 

 should give reasoned arguments in support of this statement 

 should give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view 

 should refer to religious arguments 

 may refer to non-religious arguments 

 should reach a justified conclusion.                               (12 marks) 

Task 4 

 

 

Learn any 3 quotes for Christianity and 3 for Islam. 

 You must be able to write them accurately.  

 

 

Task 5 

 

Find a news article about exploitation. It can link to pay, interest on loans 

or people trafficking. Make sure you can give 10 facts about the story and 

give your opinion. 

 

 

Task 6 

 

Research a charity of your choice. You must give details about how the 

charity started and what it aims to achieve. You also need to include a 

modern example of how/ where they are currently helping others.  
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