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Year 9 – Choices 2020 

A new curriculum for a new decade!  

Dear Parents and Students 

I am delighted to introduce a new 

curriculum into Y9 and one which will 

prepare you for your GCSE choices in 

Y10 and 11.  

We have designed a new curriculum to 

ensure that you are making a real 

informed decision about your GCSE’s 
when you opt for these in 2021 (this time 

next year). 

This year you will have some choices to 

make, however these will provide you 

with a taste of new subjects and develop 

your knowledge of ones you have 

studied before. This will be a foundation 

year developing knowledge, skills and 

understanding ready for when you start 

your GCSEs in Y10.  

As you can imagine there are some 

subjects that you will have to take and these are English, Maths, Science, Geography, 

History, PSE (Personal Social Education) and PE.  

You will also all over the course of the year work on projects in an enrichment block.  These 

will deepen your knowledge in Art, Music, Drama, Computing, Design Technology, 

Food and RE, you will study each for half a term but work towards bigger themes within 

them.  

You will also have to make three choices you wish to study, these can be any three from 

the following list, we will where possible allocate you these but we will also ask you for a 

reserve in case your combination is not possible so think carefully. The subjects on offer 

are: 

Art, Drama, Music, Performing Arts, PE, Spanish, French, Business Studies, 

Computing, Food, Resistant Materials, Textiles and Engineering and Religious 

Studies.  

Some of these are new subjects and some are building up knowledge in more familiar 

ones. 

These subjects are also on offer in Y10 when you choose your GCSEs but in Y9 these are 

foundation courses to build skills and knowledge as well as an understanding of what those 

subjects might be like, so while most will want to continue some of their choices we will ask 

you again next year what your final GCSE choices are.  



We as a school are really excited to offer this new curriculum and believe that this 

foundation year, where students have some choice as well as some innovative project 

work, will enable them to make better decisions and achieve better results when they 

choose their GCSEs next year. This is also a unique curriculum to Colfox giving you a 

broad range of subjects to study.   

Why have we moved away from you picking your GCSEs in Y9?  The answer is simple, we 

want you to have as much choice as possible so this allows you to study new subjects for a 

year before you decide the ones you actually want to take at GCSE. You might well think 

that this means you are wasting a year but the courses are designed to link and build 

knowledge, and part of how we learn is through different experiences, in fact you will find 

this a refreshing year, you have studied the subjects we have decided for the last two years 

now you can actually have some choice about what you want to study. The three projects 

you will be working on next year will help you to make connections between subjects and 

how you can link the learning to a final goal which is another skill at GCSE. 

I hope that the information in this booklet gives you more subject information an 

understanding of how next year will work.  

This is a fantastic opportunity to try something new. 

Adam Shelley 

Headteacher 



The Year 9 Curriculum 2020: 

Structure and number of lessons per fortnight: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will study each of the subjects in the enrichment block over the year rotation every half 

term, these areas will be developing your knowledge as well as contributing to work on a 

bigger project. They fall into the following projects: 

Project 1 (approx. 36 hours): 

 Music 

 Drama  

 Art 

Project 2 (approx. 24 hours): 

 Computing 

 Design Technology 

 Food Studies 

Project 3 (approx. 12 hours): 

 RE 

 

Year 9 

Subject 
Number of 
Lessons 

English 7 

Maths 7 

Science 8 

Geography 3 

History 3 

PSE 2 

PE 4 

Choice1  4 

Choice 2  4 

Choice 3  4 

Enrichment 
Block 

4 

Enrichment Block - Knowledge and Skills development 
 

Music Drama Art Computing Design Technology Food RE 

 Art 

 Drama 

 Music 

 Performing Arts 

 Spanish 

 French 

 Business Studies 

 Computing 

 Food Studies 

 Resistant Materials 

 Textiles 

 Engineering 

 Religious Studies 

 Physical Education 

 



 

The choices you need to pick are three (and a reserve) from the following subjects: 

 Art 

 Drama 

 Music 

 Performing Arts 

 Spanish 

 French 

 Business Studies 

 Computing 

 Food Studies 

 Resistant Materials 

 Textiles 

 Engineering 

 Religious Studies 

 Physical Education 

It is recommended that at least one of your choices is a language i.e either Spanish or 

French if you have been in Set 1 or 2 this year.  

 

So what happens in Year 10: 

You will choose 4 GCSEs at least one must be a Humanity (Geography or History) one 

should be a language if you have studied it in Year 9. You will then have two more to 

choose which are likely to be not exclusively from the subjects you have chosen in Year 9. 

Don’t worry we will help you with this! 

What to do now: 

Have a look at the information in this booklet to see what is on offer. We will then ask you to 

choose. Once we have all the information in we will let you know if you have got the choices 

or your reserve. It is therefore important that you carefully decide on you reserve as you 

might well get this. 

Next year we will interview you about what Year 10 options you have chosen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Subject:  ART 

Head of Faculty:  Mrs L Burgess 
What will I learn about?   
Students will explore using a range of different materials, techniques 
and approaches and develop ideas and practical work in response to 
the following themes or starting points.  
1) Identity Looking at artists such as Antony Gormley/ Nicholas   

Hutcheson and Sagmeister  
 2)  Printmaking – Natural Form                
 3)  Abstracted Form – Looking at artists such as Henry Moore/Barbara Hepworth and 
      other sculptors inspired by the Figure.  
 4) Surroundings– using mixed media to create practical responses to this theme.  
  

What Skills will I acquire  
 How to explore and develop ideas  

 Record and analyse from first hand observations  
 Organise and present information in different ways, including a sketchbook  

 How to investigate and develop knowledge and understanding.  
 How to evaluate and develop work.  

 How to adapt and refine work and plan and develop work in the light of their own and 
others’ evaluations.  

 How to use a wide range of different materials and techniques inspired by artists’ work  

 

 

 Subject:  DRAMA 

Subject Leader:  Mrs E Holder 

What will I learn about?  

 Creating a complete performance for the stage  
 Theatre practitioners such as Brecht, Stanislavski,  
      Artaud and others  
 Key texts and styles that shaped our understanding of  
      modern theatre  
 The history of theatre  
 Set and stage design  
 Technical theatre elements such as lighting  

  

What skills will I acquire?  
 Improve your performance skills   
 Key dramatic skills such as body language, facial expressions, projection and vocal skills  
 Develop key skills such as communication and build your levels of confidence.   
 Team building  
 Problem solving   
 How to apply your skills in the real world and the theatre industry. 
 



 Subject:  MUSIC 

Subject Leader:  Mr B Hocking 

What will I learn about?  
Student will learn how music is created, produced and communicated, through    
performing, composing, music theory, listening and appraising music across a  
range of historical periods  

1. Performing  
 Perform music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers 
and musicians.   

 Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own 
and with others   

 Have the opportunity to learn to play various instruments and perform within an 
ensemble  

2. Composing  
 Learn to write songs based on a 4 chord structure  
 Understand lyric writing methods and storytelling through song.  
 Use music technology to compose, edit and master music from the pop and rock 

genres.  
3. Music theory, Listening and Appraising  

 Learn to identify, analyse and respond to music through listening, focusing on the 
key elements of music - pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure 
and appropriate musical notations.  

 What skills will I acquire?  
 Play and perform confidently using voice and instruments with accuracy and expression  
 Compose; and extend musical ideas using a range of musical structures and styles  
 Understand and use staff notation appropriately   
 Listen and analyse a wide range of music from different genres  
 Develop a deeper understanding of the theory and history of music   

 
 

  Subject:  PERFORMING ARTS 

 Subject Leader:  Mrs E Holder 
 What will I learn about?  

 Creating a complete performance for the stage using all 3 performing arts disciplines.   
 Jazz dance  
 Contemporary dance  
 Naturalistic and non-naturalistic theatre styles        
 Singing and musical theatre skills  
 Set and stage design  
 Technical theatre elements such as lighting  

 What skills will I acquire?  
 Improve your performance skills   
 Dance, Drama and Singing skills  
 Develop key skills such as communication and build your levels of confidence.   
 Team building and problem solving   
 How to apply your skills in the real world and the Performing Arts industry 

 



 

  Subject:  SPANISH 

 Head of Faculty:  Mr N Allies 
  
What will I learn about?  
During the Foundation Year, you will learn to 
communicate in Spanish in everyday situations 
and also learn more about Spanish and South 
American culture by studying festivals that happen 
there. You will study a range of foundation topics, 
some of which will be familiar from Year 7 and 8 
but some will be new: family, where I live, school 
and festivals. Building on the language you learned 
in Year 7 and 8, you will consolidate your understanding of Spanish grammar and learn a wide 
range of vocabulary to help you communicate effectively.   

 
What skills will I acquire?  
There will be equal emphasis on the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.   

You will learn about how Spanish grammar works in order to be able to speak and write over the 
past, present and future.  
You will improve your literacy skills by using dictionaries and understanding more about how 
Spanish and English ‘work’.  

 
 

 Subject:  FRENCH 

Head of Faculty:  Mr N Allies 

  
What will I learn about?  
During the Foundation Year, you will learn to 
communicate in French in everyday situations 
and also learn more about French and 
Francophone culture by studying festivals that 
happen. You will study a range of foundation 
topics, some of which will be familiar from Year 7 
and 8 but some will be new: family, where I live, 
school and festivals. Building on the language 
you learned in Year 7 and 8, you will consolidate your understanding of French grammar and learn 
a wide range of vocabulary to help you communicate effectively.  

 
What skills will I acquire?  
There will be equal emphasis on the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.    

You will learn about how French grammar works in order to be able to speak and write over the 
past, present and future.   
You will improve your literacy skills by using dictionaries and understanding more about how 
French and English ‘work’. 

 

 



 Subject:  BUSINESS STUDIES 

Subject Leader:  Mr B Glover 

  
What will I learn about?  

 Setting up a new business 
including business plans 

 Marketing, focused on new 
product development; product life 
cycle, marketing research, 
marketing mix 

 Finance; costs, revenue and 
profit, break even, cash flow, 
income statements 

 
What skills will I acquire? 

 Enterprise skills 
 Communication skills, within a business and with customers and suppliers 
 Problem solving and decision making skills 
 Using appropriate business terminology 
 Apply business concepts to different contexts. 

 

 Subject:  COMPUTING 

Subject Leader:  Mrs R Pearce 
  
What will I learn about?  

 You will learn the components that make up 
digital systems, and how they communicate with 
one another and with other systems. 

 You will learn about the impact of digital 
technology to the individual and to wider 
society.  

 As well as the hardware of computer systems 
we will also look at system security to identify 
and prevent vulnerabilities to systems such as 
phishing, malware, network forensics, firewalls and passwords, etc. 

 
What skills will I acquire?  

 You will understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer 
Science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation. 

 You will analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving 
such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs. 

 You will learn to think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically. 
 

 



 Subject:  FOOD STUDIES 

Head of Faculty:  Mr S Woodhall 
  
What will I learn about?  

 Foundation knowledge in diet, nutrition 
and healthy eating 

 Foundation information on the food 
science of nutrients  

 Cooking and food preparation 
methods.  

 A wide range of practical skills 

 Functional properties of ingredients 
that you work with in practical lessons  

 Seasonality of food ingredients  
 Food Provenance: where and how foods are grown, reared and caught.  

 
  
What skills will I acquire?  

 Food preparation and practical skills using various equipment  
 
 

 

 Subject:  RESISTANT MATERIALS 

Head of Faculty:  Mr S Woodhall 
  
What will I learn about?  

 The design process from investigation, design, through 
to evaluation  

 How to form a dark sensor used in a mood light  

 The impact of new and emerging technologies, 
including different energy sources  

 More complex and creative use of 2D design and the 
laser cutter  

 Casting methods  
 
What skills will I acquire?  

 How to use more complex hand tools and machinery  

 Greater use of 2D design  

 Use of the 3D printer  

 Electronic soldering  
  
This course is ideal for people who like to be creative, enjoy practical tasks and learn about how 
products are designed and made.   
 

 



 Subject:  TEXTILES 

Head of Faculty:  Mr S Woodhall 
  
What will I learn about?  

 The design process from investigation, design, through to evaluation  

 How to form a textiles product from a multiple range of materials  

 The impact of new and emerging technologies, including different energy sources  

 How to apply a range of aesthetic finishes to a fabric. 
 
What skills will I acquire?  

 Greater use of the sewing machine  

 Hand embroidery  

 Applying dyes and paints creatively  
 

 

  Subject:  ENGINEERING 

 Head of Faculty:  Mr S Woodhall 
  
 What will I learn about?  

 Material properties and a variety of different 
materials uses  

 How to work with a variety of materials to make 
a functioning product  

 Electronic systems and a use a range of new 
and emerging technologies  

 Developments in technologies  

 Technical drawing both 2d and 3D  
  

 What skills will I acquire?  

 Ability to understand how materials behave  

 The ability to calculate material usage  

 Use of more advanced tools and machinery  
  

 This course is ideal for people who enjoy finding out how the products around us work and  
 are manufactured. 



 

 

  Subject:  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 Head of Faculty:  Mr G Littlechild 
  

What will I learn about? 
You will learn about a number of different aspects of Physical     
Education, including:  

 Developing skills, tactics and strategies in team and 
individual games/activities  

 Learning and developing key core and advanced skills 
across a variety of team and individual 
games/activities  

 The importance of playing competitive sport to develop 
performance  

 Learning about components of fitness, how to test fitness and comparing results from 
fitness tests over time  

 Understanding how different types of training can help develop your fitness to help you 
improve  

 Understanding that by applying principles of training to a program will help you to plan 
effectively how you can improve fitness  

 
 What skills will I acquire?  
 This course will cover both a practical and theoretical content over the year. It is important  
 that what is learnt in the practical lessons will be underpinned in the theory lessons. 
 Learning about how fitness components and different types of training play a role in sport  
 is important to help you understand how you can improve.  Although learning and developing  
 practical skills is vital for an activity. If you haven’t got the fitness to compete effectively then  
 the skills become worthless. 
 
 
 

  Subject:  RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 Subject Leader:  Mrs E Wheeler 

  
What will I learn about?  
This is a wide-ranging stimulating course which asks important 
questions of who we are, why we are here and how we should 
behave. 
  
What skills will I acquire?  

 Clear and logical thinking.  
 Critical evaluation (understanding both sides of an 

argument)  
 Empathy (putting yourself in someone else's shoes) 
 Literacy and expressing yourself  
 Negotiating and problem-solving 

 



Notes 

 


