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31 December 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I hope that you and your families have had a restful Christmas. You may have seen in the news that the 
Government made an announcement yesterday about the delayed start to the new term.  We received the 
information the same time as you did, so I have been working out the plan for this, this morning.  The main 
reason for the delay is to allow schools time to start the mass testing from week beginning 11 January. I will 
send out more information to parents about this next week. 
 
I would like to thank those parents who have already been in contact offering to help with this. I will be in 
touch next week when we have received more information and our training. If anybody else would like to 
volunteer for this then please email the school so we can contact you. The more people we have the 
quicker we can test all students and staff and help keep the school and community safe. 
  
Reopening January 2021: 
 
Week 1: 4 – 8 January 
 

• Monday 4 January is a planned Inset Day so school will be closed to all students and no work will 
be set. 

• For the rest of that week, Tuesday 5 – Friday 8 January the school will be closed to all students 
expect vulnerable and critical keyworker children. 

• All year groups will move to online learning using Teams. We have the student names who require 
hard copies of work, and these will be available in school on Tuesday morning to pick up. During 
this week Y11 and 13 will be prioritised to ensure that they do not miss out as they approach their 
exams. Students in Y7-10 and Year 12 will also have work to do each day.  

 
Week 2: 11 – 15 January 
 

• Years 11 and 13 return to school. (School uniform will not be required during this week) 
• The school will be closed to all other students expect vulnerable and critical keyworker children. 

• Years 7-10 and Y12 will continue with online learning using Teams. 

• During this week it is hoped that Year 11 and 13 will be tested 
 
Week 3: 18 – 22 January 
 

• All students return to school and testing for the whole school begins.  

• Full school uniform must be worn 
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For critical keyworker and vulnerable students only, we will set up a room in their bubbles to work on the 
same work as those at home. These will be staffed but no face to face teaching will take place. These 
students need to use the normal entry to school where a register will be taken and a room will be assigned 
according to numbers, they do not need to wear uniform for the first two weeks. So we can plan for this 
please can critical keyworkers email covid@colfox.dorset.sch.uk by Monday 4 January with the following 
information: 
 

• Student name 

• Year group 

• Dates and or times you require this service 
 

This will help to plan staffing requirements and to create seating plans in case we get a confirmed Covid 
case and need to send students home to self-isolate. If you are a critical keyworker you do not have to 
send your child in if they can work at home but of course we are here to support if you do need us.  
 
When students do return, please remember that until half term the day will end at 3.10pm. I have not heard 
about school transport or those receiving free school meals yet but will let you know of any changes when I 
do. Please remember only send your child back if they are well and not showing any symptoms especially 
with the new strain of the virus, which is able to spread more easily. We must all do as much as we can to 
protect our community. 
 
I am sorry that the Government has chosen to give such short notice about this change to the start of the 
Spring Term and appreciate your support as the school adapts and changes.  We look forward to seeing 
Year 11 and 13 on Monday 11 January and all other year groups on Monday 18 January. 
  
I wish you and your families a Happy New Year and with the news about the two vaccines let’s hope we 
can get back to a more normal school start in the Summer Term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Adam Shelley  
Headteacher  


