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Anglo-Saxon society

King

Earls- These were the 
most important 
aristocrats. The 

relationship between the 
earl and king was based 

on loyalty.

Thegns- These were local lords. He 
was an important man in the 

community and would own more 
than five hides of land.

Peasants- The majority of Anglo-Saxons were 
peasant farmers. They rented small farms, did a 
set amount of work for the local lord as well as 

working the land to support their family. 

Every boy, when 
reaching the age 
of 12, swore an 
oath to the king

10% of the 
Anglo-Saxon 
population 

were slaves. 
They could 
be bought 
and sold.

Exam Practice
• Describe two features of Anglo-Saxon society (4 marks)
HINT- Use the pyramid above. Identify and describe.
• Describe two ways the king’s power was limited (4 marks)
HINT- What was the Danelaw?

What were the duties of the people to their king?

.

.

.
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Anglo-Saxon society

Key term Definition

Earls Highest Anglo-Saxon aristocracy

Witan

Ceorls

Shire 
reeve

Danelaw The part of England where Danish (Viking) power had 
been strongest and which kept some Danish laws

Fyrd

Thegns

Describe two features of towns in Anglo-Saxon England (4 marks)

Average answer
Each shire had its main 
town called a burh which 
had strong walls. 
Towns were important for 
trade.

This answer 
identifies two 

features but with 
no supporting 
information.

Improve the answer. You should only have to add two or three sentences. 

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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The House of Godwin

By the mid-1060s the Godwins had control of almost all of England. 
Harold Godwinson had become the new Earl of Wessex and his brother, 
Tostig Godwin, was the new Earl of Northumbria.

The Godwin’s held extensive 

amounts of  land and this 

made them almost equal to 

the king in wealth. 

Political marriages, such as 

Edith Godwin to King 

Edward, enhanced their 

power.

The Godwins were lords to 

many hundred of  thegns. 

This made them powerful 

war- leaders.

Harold Godwinson went to Normandy in 1064 on a mission for King Edward. 
This visit was known as an embassy. In Normandy, Harold relayed King 
Edward’s message to Duke William and then made a solemn oath to William 
swearing on two holy relics. 

Anglo-Saxon interpretation
Harold went to recover two 
hostages from William, one of 
which was Harold’s brother. 

The Norman interpretation

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Explain the significance of the embassy?
Include these key terms:           
• Oath-breaker
• Trusted advisor
• Claim to the throne

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

4

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiy3o-OltXYAhXLDsAKHRW5CacQjRwIBw&url=http://weclipart.com/marriage%2Bclipart&psig=AOvVaw1meM1oUStNrkNRG2SfQTjQ&ust=1515940903329153


The House of Godwin

Tostig Godwinson became Earl of Northumbria in 1055. Northumbria was 
an important earldom because of its geography: it was very large, guarded 
the border with Scotland and had a long history of Viking attacks. In 
October 1065 there was an uprising against Tostig which was led by 
important Northumbrian thegns. 

Look at four of the causes of the uprising. Number them in order 
of importance. 1 = most important. 4 = least important. 

Tostig taxed Northumbria too 
heavily. Danelaw areas were not 
used to heavy taxation, so the 
Northumbrians resented this 
greatly. 

Tostig’s friendship with Malcolm 
III, King of Scotland, who had 
invaded in 1061, meant he didn’t 
defend Northumbria from 
Scottish attacks. 

Tostig had ordered the 
assassination of high born 
Northumbrian rivals while they 
were his guests. 

Tostig had been unjust. He was 
imposing new laws and abusing 
his power to get rid of rivals. 
Tostig’s enemies complained he 
was falsely accusing people of 
crimes.

Exam Practice
Explain why there was a rising against Earl Tostig in 1065.
You may use the following in your answer: 
• The Danelaw               • Taxation
Your answer should explain 3 causes of the rising. One paragraph per cause. 
Make sure you EXPLAIN rather than simply describing. 

King Edward held a conference to decide what to do about the rising. He 
decided instead of fighting the rebels, Harold would meet with them and 
pass on King Edward’s agreement to their terms. Harold agreed Tostig was 
to blame for the rising. 

Why did Harold act to weaken the House of Godwin?
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
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Claimants to the throne

Harold Godwinson

Claim Appointed as King Edward’s successor by the king 
himself.

Strength of claim

Chance of 
success

Harald Hardrada

Claim Based on a secret deal about another secret deal 
made by other Vikings. 

Strength of claim Weak, although the Danelaw might welcome a Viking 
king. 

Chance of 
success

William of Normandy

Claim An agreement with King Edward

Strength of claim

Chance of 
success

Quite good: the Normans were Europe’s  best 
warriors, but William would have to find a way to 
convince his men to risk everything on a very risky 
invasion attempt.

Harold Godwinson’s coronation took place the same day as Edward was 
buried. The Witan elected Harold as king. 
However, as the new Anglo-Saxon king, Harold faced a number of 
challenges:
• Challenges from other powerful Anglo-Saxon earls, especially Wessex’s 

old rival, Mercia.
• Harold’s brother Tostig was travelling around Europe looking for allies 

against Harold. 
• William of Normandy was building an invasion fleet. 
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The battles of Gate Fulford 

and Stamford Bridge

Battle of Gate Fulford
Harald Hardrada and Tostig v. Morcar and Edwin (earls)

Gate Fulford was a crushing defeat for Edwin and Morcar. 
List three reasons for the defeat 

•

•

•

Battle of Stamford Bridge
Harald Hardrada and Tostig v. Harold Godwinson

The battle for a success for Harold and ended with both Harald and Tostig 
dead.  
List three reasons for Harold’s victory  

•

•

•

Why were the battles significant?

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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The Battle of Hastings

1. William’s scouts informed him about Harold’s advance. Harold therefore did 
not achieve surprise but did gain control of the high ground of the battlefield. 

2. William sent in his foot soldiers first. They went up the hill towards the shield 
wall. The Norman cavalry then went up the hill but failed to break the wall. 

3. The Normans used the tactic of the feigned retreat. A portion of Harold’s army 
disengaged from the shield wall to chase William’s men. The shield wall began 
to break up. 

4. Harold, his brothers, the remaining fyrd troops and the housecarl held their 
position. However, they were heavily outnumbered and Harold and his 
brothers were killed.

Describe two features of William’s troops at the Battle of Hastings 
4 marks

One feature of William’s troops were the soldiers on horseback, the 
knights. They soldiers had years of training and devastating charge 
potential. The knight’s saddles held them in place so they could use 
their arms freely. 

A second feature was 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________                            

Describe two features of Harold’s troops at the Battle of Hastings 
4 marks

One feature of Harold’s troops were the fyrdsmen who were ordinary 
soldiers levied from the fyrd on his trip south. The general fyrd may 
have had only agricultural tools to fight with. 

A second feature was 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________                            8



Why did William win?

Tactics Shield Wall William’s leadership

Harold’s leadership Luck

Exam Practice
‘The main reason for the English defeat at the Battle of Hastings was superior Norman 
tactics’. 
How far do you agree? Explain your answer                                16 marks
HINT: This type of question needs a paragraph for, a paragraph against and then 
another paragraph for or against. Finally, you should have a conclusion.

Explain why William won the Battle of Hastings.                                    12 marks
Strong answer example paragraph:
The key to William’s victory was his ability to be flexible and try different tactics. 
William was able to use his foot soldiers, archers and cavalry in different ways to 
attack the Saxons. For example, when direct cavalry charges failed, William used the 
tactic of the feigned retreat to weaken the shield wall. Harold’s army included many 
general fyrdsmen, who were not highly trained or disciplined. When they ran after 
the ‘fleeing’ Normans, the Normans turned back on them. The loss of these troops 
weakened the shield wall which was a necessary component of William’s victory. 
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Winning control

William led his troops on a march from the south coast to London. If the Anglo 
Saxons were not going to come to him and surrender, it was clear that he would 
have to go to them and force their submission. 
When William reached Berkhamstead, he was met by Edgar Aethling and leading 
Earls. They submitted to William, swore oaths to him and offered him the crown. In 
return, William promised to be a ‘gracious lord’ to them. 

Weaknesses of the earl’s position
• Although London was a stronghold, 

William’s route threatened to cut it off 
from reinforcements in the north. 

• Edgar had only recently arrived in England, 
without ready-made support. He took no 
decisive action, probably because the 
earls and he couldn’t agree on what to do. 

• The Battle of Hastings had been a crushing 
defeat. The best warriors in England had 
been killed. Many Anglo-Saxons thought 
God had decided they should lose.

Strengths of William’s position

Why did the earls submit in 1066?

How did William reward his followers?

Rewarding Anglo-Saxon loyalty
William wanted a trouble free takeover and this meant Anglo-Saxons would 
continue to have important roles in government. 

• Earls like Edwin and Morcar kept their earldoms and archbishops like 
Stigand kept their positions. 

• A Northumbrian lord, Gospatric was made Earl of northern 
Northumbria after paying William a large amount of money. 

• He promised that Edwin could marry his daughter.

Rewarding his followers
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Establishing control

Wales had been a threat to Edward the Confessor’s rule and William wanted the 
border between England and Wales to be made more secure. William established 
three earldoms on this border in Hereford, Shrewsbury and Chester. These were called 
the Marcher earldoms. 
• The Marcher earldoms gave their earls the rights that usually only the king had: to 

create boroughs and to establish churches. 
• The earls became the central figures of law. In the Marcher earldoms sheriffs 

worked for the earl. This meant that the earls could respond quickly and firmly to 
any unrest or disobedience. 

• The earls did not have to pay taxes to the king on their lands in Marcher earldoms, 
unlike earls in the rest of England. 

Describe two features of Marcher earldoms                4 marks

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Castles were key to the way William established control over England. It is estimated 
that 500 were built during his reign. The design of motte and bailey castles made them 
quick to build and difficult to attack.

Why were castles important:
Base:

Strategic locations:

Dominate territory:

Symbol of Norman power:
11



Revolt of Edwin and Morcar

By 1067 William felt England was secure enough for him to return to Normandy. He took 
Edgar Aethling, Earl Edwin, Earl Morcar and others with him. By the time he returned to 
England ,Norman control was under threat. 
In 1068, Edwin and Morcar fled from William’s court. They went north and were joined by 
many others in rebellion against William. 
William took his forces north, building castles as they went. It was a very successful show 
of force. Edwin and Morcar were quick to surrender as soon as William had established 
control of Warwick. 

Causes

Edwin’s resentment:

Morcar’s resentment:

Taxes: William’s heavy geld tax of 1066 was 
resented. It was likely the Anglo-Saxon earls 
began to recognise that William planned to use 
English wealth for the good of Normandy.

Loss of land: Land grabs were repeated all over 
the country with William’s followers seeking to 
expand their grants by every means possible.

Outcomes

The revolt collapsed quickly after Edwin and 
Morcar surrendered. 

The escape of Edgar Aethling and the other rebel 
leaders to Scotland created a new centre of 
resistance to William’s control. 

William’s show of strength convinced many that 
further revolt was useless.

The rebels were not united by a common cause 
but each had their own resentments. Edwin and 
Morcar hoped William would return all their 
lands to them. 

In the spring of 1069, a series of rebellions began in the North that were extremely dangerous for 
William. Rebels from Northumbria joined forces with Edgar the Aethling.
Cumin, Earl of Northumbria was killed in Durham while taking a force north. A similar uprising 
occurred in York. Edgar the Aethling and his supporters came from Scotland to join the rebels. 
William built a new castle with William FitzOsbern as its castellan. The king decided FitzOsbern
would keep the North under control. However this was not the case. 
Through the summer of 1069, King Sweyn of Denmark assembled a fleet which arrived on the 
English coast in September. The Danes met with Egdar’s troops and this coordinated attack was a 
significant threat to William. 3000 Normans were killed in battle, castles were destroyed. However 
the Normans held on. 

Create a storyboard from this information

Edgar the Aethling and rebellions in the North, 1069
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Rebellions

The Normans were able to hold one because of two main reasons:
• William’s leadership: when William led troops into a rebel area, the rebels scattered.
• Instead of pressing south to challenge Norman control directly, the Anglo-Danish army split up. 
It was the Danes who represented the major threat to William. The North was half-Danish and there 
was a very serious danger of a Danish invasion being welcomed in Northumbria. In response, William 
did the following:
• He paid the Danes a large amount of money to leave.
• He embarked on a campaign of total destruction known as the ‘Harrying of the North’ in the 

winter of 69-70.

1. In 1070, a Danish fleet returned to England, with King Sweyn as leader. Sweyn made alliances 
with the local Danelaw people and a rebel leader called Hereward the Wake. 

2. Hereward was a local thegn who had been exiled under Edward the Confessor and returned in 
1069 to find his land given to a Norman. Hereward had been fighting a guerrilla war against the 
Normans with other East Anglia rebels.

3. The Danes and Hereward raided Peterborough Abbey together. However, the Danes sailed off 
with the treasure back to Denmark. Hereward was joined by Morcar. 

4. As the Normans advanced, led by William, Hereward and Morcar prepared to defend the Isle of 
Ely.

5. The Normans managed to capture Ely. The defeat of the rebels at Ely marked the end of large-
scale Anglo-Saxon rebellions. 

Hereward the Wake and rebellion at Ely, 70-71

Exam Practice
‘The main reason for the defeat of the rebellions 68-71 was William’s leadership’. 
How far do you agree? Explain your answer                                16 marks
HINT: This type of question needs a paragraph for, a paragraph against and then 
another paragraph for or against. Finally, you should have a conclusion.
Explain the causes of rebellions 68-71.                                         12 marks 
Describe two features of the rebellions in the North, 1069      4 marks

The threat Approach to threat Outcome

Danish 
invasion

Pay the Danes to go away. Harrying of the North to 
remove support for future invasions.

‘Guerrilla 
warfare’ from 
the rebels

Rapid response to outbreaks of rebellion. William 
also used trusted followers to keep areas under 
control while he led larger forces to deal with 
serious unrest. Castles re-imposed control.

Discontent 
from troops 
and followers

William’s knights and his mercenary troops 
complained about the constant marching. William’s 
strong leadership go them through, together with 
promises of rewards.

Edgar as the 
‘real king’- a 
stronger claim 
to the throne

William carried out royal ceremonies so people 
could see him as king. 

13



Harrying of the North, 69-70

Reasons for the Harrying of the North 
• William wanted revenge. Earl Robert Cumin and his men had been 

slaughtered and thousands more Normans were killed at York.
• The northern rebels were refusing to meet him in open battle, 

scattering as he advanced, then launching attacks on his men when 
they went to deal with rebellions elsewhere. William’s response was to 
make it impossible for anyone, rebels included, to be able to stay in the 
area. 

• The rebellions in the North were triggering rebellions elsewhere in the 
country; it was not possible for William to continue dragging troops 
from one city to another. 

• The threat of Danish invasion was very serious and threatened 
everything William had achieved. 

Impact of the Harrying
Immediate:
•  Without any crops to live on, or livestock to slaughter and eat, people starved or 
froze to death. It is thought that as many as 100,000 people died.

•

•
Long-term impact:
• Sixty percent of Yorkshire was classed as waste and without livestock. Waste meant 
that there was no economic activity going on that could be taxed. 

•

•

Number 
the reasons 
in order of 
importance

Exam Practice
‘The main reason for the Harrying of the North was to prevent another Danish 
invasion’. How far do you agree?                                                                 16 marks
HINT: This type of question needs a paragraph for, a paragraph against and then 
another paragraph for or against. Finally, you should have a conclusion.
Explain the impact of the Harrying of the North                                       12 marks 
Describe two features of the  Harrying of the North                                 4 marks 14



Landowning 

Between 1066 and 1087 the Normans replaced the Anglo-Saxons as landholders.
• Over half of the land was held by 190 tenants-in-chief. Only two were Anglo-Saxon. 
• A quarter of the land was held by the Church. Normans held most senior Church positions. 
• The rebellions showed William that Anglo Saxon earls could not be trusted. 
• There was now only one landowner- the king. 
• Anglo-Saxon landholders usually had to redeem the land they held back from William. This 

meant paying William money for the right to use their own land
• When William granted land to his followers they did not have to redeem it. However, if they died 

without an heir the land went back to the king. If their was an heir, the heir had to pay a tax to 
the king when he inherited the land and prove his loyalty to the king. 

Exam Practice

‘It was changes to landowning that did the most to secure Norman control of England’. How far do you 
agree?                                                                                                                       16 marks
Explain why changes in landownership made resistance to Norman control less likely            12 marks 
Describe two features of landownership under William                                                                4 marks

Ways Anglo-Saxons lost their land

Forfeit

New 
earldoms

Land grabs

Add to the mind map 

Maintaining 
royal power

Defeat of 
the 
rebellions

Changes to 
landownership

Royal 
ceremonies 
and castles

Harrying of the 
North
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Revolt of the Earls, 1075

Reasons
• The three conspirators were Ralph de Gael, Earl of Kent, Roger de Breteuil, Earl of Hereford and 

Waltheof, Earl of Northumbria. 
• Roger objected that the amount of land he had control over was less than that granted to his 

father. William had reduced the power of the de Breteuils and had introduced his own sheriffs into 
the Marcher earldoms.

• Ralph resented a loss of power and wealth compared to his father’s holdings. 

Events 
1. At Ralph’s wedding, Roger and Ralph invited Waltheof to join them. As the last surviving major 

Anglo-Saxon earl he was an ideal rebel. Waltheof was also key in gaining the support of the 
Anglo-Saxons and Danes. 

2. The rebels timed their revolt for a point when William was in Normandy and Archbishop 
Lanfranc was in charge of England.

3. Waltheof informed Archbishop Lanfranc about the rebellion. 
4. Preparations were made to counter the revolt
5. William then returned to England. Around this point the Danes arrived- a huge fleet of 200 

ships but they arrived too late to help the revolt. 
6. Unfortunately for the earls, the revolt did not get widespread Anglo-Saxon support and the 

Danish fleet arrived too late. 
7. William imprisoned Roger for life, Waltheof was executed, and Ralph escaped to Brittany. 

Effects of the revolt
• William now needed to be careful of his own earls. Ambition, and resentment of the power 

William kept to himself was at the heart of Roger and Ralph’s revolt. 
• Anglo-Saxons joined the loyal Normans in stopping the revolts from spreading.
• The failure of the planned Danish invasion was the end of the Viking threat to England. 

Why did the three earls choose to revolt?

Why did the revolt not lead to a battle?

Why do you think William had Waltheof executed? What had changed from Waltheof’s previous 
rebellions?
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Feudal system

William needed a way of both getting soldiers and also maintaining order in England. The feudal 
system developed to solve these two problems. William granted land to tenants-in-chief, but the land 
required them to provide troops for the king. Land with this service obligation was called a fief.
The tenants-in-chief granted out land to their followers in order to reward loyalty but also provide 
the service obligations. 

The tenants-in-chief (nobles) held 
their fiefs directly from the king. 
They also had important military, 
social and economic roles. For 
example, they were expected to fight 
with the king and lead their own 
band of knights and they owed the 
king a share of all the revenue 
produced by their fiefs. 

In Norman England when a landowner died, the heir had to 
prove his or her loyalty to the king before they were allowed to 
reclaim it. As well as this they had to pay the king for the right 
to use the land. This payment was called a relief. 

The Church
The Church was closely connected to Norman government. At first William kept many of the Anglo-
Saxon church leaders but after the rebellions of 1068-70 he replaced them with his own men. This 
extended all the way to the archbishops of the English Church. Stigand, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
was replaced by a reformer called Lanfranc. 

When Lanfranc became 
Archbishop of Canterbury he 
convinced William to make 
the Archbishop of 
Canterbury the head of the 
Church in England. 

Lanfranc’s reforms 
• Lanfranc banned marriage for the clergy and made celibacy 

(having no sexual relationships) compulsory for priests. 
• Lanfranc passed a reform that meant clergy would not be tried in 

the hundred courts but in special church courts. 
• Anglo-Saxon cathedrals in isolated locations were knocked down 

and rebuilt in strategically important market towns. 

The Normanisation of the Church increased the 
king’s power. 
• When a bishop died, the king appointed his successor. 
• William controlled communication between Church leaders and 

the Pope in Rome.

Exam Practice

‘The main consequence of the Normanisation of England 
was that the king became more powerful.’ How far do you 
agree?

16 marks
17



Norman government

Having conquered a country with a more advanced government than Normandy, William decided to 
keep much the same. He made some changes that aided him in controlling England and increased 
the power of the King.

Exam Practice

Describe two features of the Domesday Book                                                        4 marks
Explain how William consolidated his power.                                                         12 marks

William I 

Economy:
Geld tax was paid to the _____. 
The king also used reliefs to 
gain more _____ and ensure 
loyalty from his _____-in-
________.

Fiefs and homage: 
William owned all the ______, 
and used grants and _______ 
to ensure his supporters 
remained loyal.

The Church:
The ____ owned all Church 
land too and had the right to 
appoint bishops. _______’s 
reforms centralised power in 
the Church which made it 
easier to control. 

Feudal system:
Ultimately everyone who used 
land depended on the _____.

The _________ Book:
A complete guide to what his 
tenants-in-chief (and their 
tenants) were worth and so 
what they could be expected to 
_____.

Describe two features of the role of the Sheriff   4 marks
Feature:
The sheriff collected revenue for the king. 
Supporting detail:

______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Feature: 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Supporting detail:

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

Forest Laws:
Forest laws meant that some 
areas of forest were royal 
_____. There were harsh 
_________ for breaking forest 
laws. 
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Bishop Odo

Complete this profile of Bishop Odo. Who was he? Why was he important? Why were his relations 
with William troubled?

Family

How did William’s attitude towards Bishop Odo change?
Why did it change?
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William’s death

William and Matilda had at least nine children. The eldest was Robert. The relationship between 
William and Robert was difficult. 
• After a fight with his brothers, Robert attempted to take control of Rouen castle and then fled 

from William. 
• The King of France put Robert in a castle on Normandy’s forces and William raised an army against 

him. 
• In battle in 1079 William and Robert fought against each other. 
• In 1080 William restored Robert as the chosen heir for Normandy.

William died in 1087. While he was ill 
he gave out instructions for the 
succession. 
Robert would be Duke of Normandy 
and William Rufus, his favourite son, 
would be King of England. 

Lanfranc supported William’s claim and he was crowned William II in 1087. However, 
William faced serious opposition to his rule. Robert wanted England as well as 
Normandy. 
Why?
• According to Norman custom, the eldest son inherited all his father’s estates.
• The Normans may have preferred one lord for both Normandy and England as 

they were worried about the possibility of William and Robert fighting each other.
What happened?
• Bishop Odo had been freed from prison and led a rebellion against William II, in 

support of Robert’s claim to be king. Odo and other men thought that they could 
control Robert more easily as king. 

• Odo’s brother, Robert of Mortain, joined Odo in the revolt. The brothers controlled 
large areas of the south of England. 

• Other rebellions broke out in 1088 such as in the West and in Norwich.
• Odo and Robert of Mortain took refuse in Pevensey Castle. William Rufus besieged 

the castle for six weeks. 
The result
• William captured both his uncles, although Odo then escaped 
• Odo hoped Robert would come to help him but he never did. Odo was captured 

and stripped of all land and titles. 
• William was hugely popular after the defeat of Odo. He promised lower taxation, 

an end to the forest laws, and the restoration of the laws of Edward. Unfortunately 
he went back on most of these promises.  

1. Explain two reasons why William was doubtful that Robert would be a good 
Duke of Normandy.

2. Explain why you think the majority of Norman barons in England did not 
support Odo in his rebellion against William II.
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Exam answers

Explain why there was a disputed succession to the English throne 
when William I died. (12 marks)

Average answer
After William I died there was a disputed succession because his eldest son 
Robert and him didn’t get along well, as Robert with the help of Bishop Odo
started a failed revolution against William I. This meant William couldn’t trust 
Robert with England as he could go power crazy.
Robert also didn’t get along with his two younger brothers after they dumped 
water on him he started a real fight with them; this meant if William I gave his 
succession to one of his sons the sons would fight each other anyway, 
endangering a lot of people and wealth. 
However, William I also wanted to give his succession to his favourite son 
William but to solve the quarrelling between the brothers the succession was 
disputed and therefore William I gave Robert Normandy and gave William 
England. 

12 mark answer
William the first had two sons; William Rufus and Robert Curthose. On William’s death bed (he had a 
prolonged death after a stomach infection) he had decided that William Rufus would inherit England 
whilst Robert Curthose would inherit Normandy. This was very odd in the era because the general 
rule of thumb was that the eldest son would receive all of his father’s estates. The fact that Robert 
Curthose, William’s eldest son was to become Duke of Normandy and not King of England, may have 
been caused by a previous dispute that occurred between himself and his father; during a battle, 
Robert had humiliated his father by defeating him, but then handed him his horse and instructed 
him to fight. Despite efforts to alleviate the tension between the two by his wife Matilda, they were 
not on good terms. 
When William was on his death bed, it was reported that he felt incredibly guilty about the way he 
had received the crown; after the march to London, the Harrying of the North and the unfair rule 
over the Anglo-Saxons, he had decided to leave who was going to be king to God. In other words, 
this meant that there was room for disputes over who was going to be king. Both sons wanted each 
other’s territories in their entirety because that was the way that their father had ruled. Because of 
this, there were obviously noblemen that took either son’s side in the matter. Each had their own 
legible reasons for the claim of the throne. 
An example of this included Bishop Odo and his brother, who owned much land in the South of 
England, and Bishop Odo was previously imprisoned for his attempt to overthrow William I. Bishop 
Odo knew the nature of Robert Curthose; he was someone that could be easily manipulated if he 
was to become king. In light of that, he aided him in rebellion against some other Noblemen. This 
catalysed the dispute between the brothers. However, this rebellion ended up backfiring as William 
II had defeated them and eventually exiled Odo from England. 

This answer gets 7 
marks. There is so 

explanation given on 
the causes of the 

disputed succession. 
There is some accurate 

and relevant 
information
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Exam answers

‘The main reason William I was able to keep control of England in 
the years 1066-75 was the building of castles’. How far do you 
agree?                                                                                         16 marks

13 mark answer
William’s castles that he built were very large and they protected the areas all 
around. They were built on hills with a moat surrounding it to stop intruders 
entering. The castles were for protection but also to prove who had authority. 
These castles were everywhere so whenever the Anglo-Saxon people went they 
were reminded who was in control and that they were living in a conquered 
country. People were reluctant to step out of line due to always being watched in 
the castles; however I don’t feel like this was the main reason. 

I believe the Harrying of the North was the main reason for keeping control. The 
Harrying of the North was due to rebellions happening all through the North. 
People rebelled for numerous reasons. William introduced geld tax which the 
Danes weren't used to, killed people he believed posed a threat to his authority 
and used illegal land grabs to steal peoples land and reward his followers with. 
The people in the North weren't happy so decided to revolt when William travelled 
to the North to stop the rebellions. He was sick of them and so he burnt houses 
and fields so they had no food, killed people and livestock. The impact this had on 
the people in the North was horrendous. 100,000 people starved to death, those 
who didn’t turned to cannibalism to survive. No one lived between York and 
Durham for 9 years. This was the end of rebellious Danes and showed William 
wouldn’t put up with anything. This is a very important way to control England 
because after this William stripped any Anglo-Saxon aristocrats of their title and 
gave it to his followers. People were terrified of going against the King. 

Another reason William was able to keep control in England was due to him 
travelling throughout England, meeting important people in society to authorise 
his power. This travelling around meant people saw him in a positive friendly light 
and trusted him with their country. 

Therefore I do not agree with this statement as I believe Harrying of the North was 
the most successful due to stopping all rebellions and controlling England. 

There is explanation here which is directed at 
the question and there is an argument 

throughout as to how William kept control. 
There is accurate and relevant knowledge, 
especially on the Harrying. However, there 

could be more accurate and precise 
knowledge. In addition, the overall judgement 

needs explaining further. 
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Revision
• Make mind maps on key topics and events. At first use your book and notes to do this. Then try and do it 

from memory. Go back and add anything you forgot.
• Make quizzes on key dates, names, and events. You can do this on pen and paper or on apps such as quizlet.
• Bullet point key information on an event 
• Summarise each page of this booklet onto just one post-it note 
• Plan your answers to past questions
• Answer past questions under timed conditions
• Write your own past questions using those below as a guide
• Use GCSE podcasts. If you search for ‘GCSE superpowers’ or ‘GCSE crime and punishment’ on itunes or 

youtube there’s plenty to choose from.

Describe two features of the Domesday Book                                                               4  marks

Describe two features of the Witan                                                                                  4 marks

Explain why William established the Marcher earldoms 
You may use the following in your answer:
• William’s supporters
• Borderlands                                                                                                                  12 marks

Explain why there was a disputed succession to the English throne when William I died. 
You may use the following:
• Normandy
• Bishop Odo 12 marks

‘The main consequence of William I’s policy of Normanisation was increased control of the Church in 
England.’
How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
You may use the following in your answer:
• Bishops
• Landowning

16 marks
‘William used the same methods to deal with the rebellions in the North (1069) as the rebellion of Hereward 

the Wake (1070-71)
How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
You may use the following in your answer:
• Leadership
• Punishment                                                                                                                  1 6 marks  

‘The main reason Wiilliam I was able to keep control of England in the years 1066-75 was the building of 
castles.’ How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
You may use the following in your answer:
• The design of motte and bailey castles
• Lanfranc and the Church                                                                                              16 marks          

‘The main consequence of the appointment of Lanfranc as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1070 was an increase 
in Norman control of England’ 
How far do you agree? Explain your answer. 
You may use the following:
• Archbishop Stigand
• Monasteries                                                                                                                  16 marks           
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