
Stage One:
War of 
Movement

Stage Two:
Race to the 
Sea

Stage Three:
Stalemate

Stage Four:
War of 
Attrition

Stage Five:
End of War

Aug – Sept 
1914

Sept - Nov 
1914

1915 Start of 1916-
end1918

11/11/1918 at 
11 am

-Battle of 
Marne
-Battle of 
Tannenberg
-Battle of Mons

-400 mile 
trenches built from 
Switzerland to the 
English Channel
-Rats and illness

-Neither side 
could win
-Britain open 
second front at 
Gallipoli

-Verdun, Somme, 
Passchendaele
-Poison gas, tanks, 
aeroplanes
-October
revolution

-America Join
war 1917
-‘Black Day’ 8th

Aug 1918
-Armistice 
signed Armistice – an agreement made by opposing sides 

in a war to stop fighting for a certain time; a truce. 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our places; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold in high.

If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields. 

The Poppy 

Flanders Fields by John McCrae.
• The Soldier written by Rupert Brooke 

in 1914

• If I should die, think only this of me:
That there's some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England. There shall be
In that rich earth a richer dust concealed;
A dust whom England bore, shaped, made 
aware,
Gave, once, her flowers to love, her ways 
to roam,
A body of England's, breathing English air,
Washed by the rivers, blest by suns of 
home.

• And think, this heart, all evil shed away,
A pulse in the eternal mind, no less
Gives somewhere back the thoughts by 
England given;
Her sights and sounds; dreams happy as 
her day;
And laughter, learnt of friends; and 
gentleness,
In hearts at peace, under an English 
heaven. 

1 Definition of Causes:
Long term causes:
• These are reasons that have developed over a long time
• A number of years

Short term causes:
• Events that can trigger a war 
• Happen within six months to a year of the war starting
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Militarism: The build up of 
soldiers and weapons. This is 
also called an arms race.

Alliances:
agreements/friendships 
between countries. If a 
country is attacked by another 
country they can ask their ally
for help.

Imperialism: Wanting to build 
up an Empire by owning and 
controlling other countries who 
aren’t as powerful. 

Nationalism: The people living 
in country willing to support 
and defend it if it is under 
attack because they are 
proud.

Long term cause of WW1

Short term cause of WW1

Countries declare war

Reason
men 
joined

Patriotism Social 
pressure

Sense of 
adventure

The war 
would be 
over by 
Christmas

Propaganda Hated the 
Germans

Definition Devoted and 
want to fight
for country

Men were 
given white 
feathers 
accused of 
being a 
coward if they 
didn’t fight

The 
opportunity 
to go and 
discover new 
countries / 
paces

They thought
it would be a 
quick war

Posters,
leaflets and 
leaders 
persuading 
men to fight

Many believed 
in what they 
were fighting 
for and who 
they were 
fighting against
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Propaganda - information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, 
used to promote a political cause or point of view.
It could be written, picture, a speech

Lord Kitchener 
asked for 

100,000 men to 
join the army; 

instead 750,000 
did.

Propaganda poster 

The government needed to recruit lots of soldiers and wanted people to 
support them.
Posters were printed that made the army look exciting.
Propaganda is used to try to make people think a certain way.
Stories about bad things the Germans had done were told to make 
people angry and frightened so everyone would want Britain to beat 
them in the war.
But many tales were untrue and Germany told the same stories about 
Britain. Posters were very carefully designed with words and images 
which had a special effect on the viewer.
At first journalists were not allowed to report from the Western Front.
Many found secret ways to travel there. One journalist, Basil Clarke, hid 
on a train full of French soldiers.
In April 1915 the ban was stopped and some journalists went to the 
front.
n August 1916, a famous British film was shown in cinemas about the 
Battle of the Somme.
A few parts of the film were acted but most of it was real.
Around one million people saw the film in the six weeks after it was 
released.
It was the first time people at home could see soldiers in the trenches, 
guns firing and wounded men.
Filming and reporting from the Front let people find out what was really 
happening in the war.
Although it was upsetting, people were glad that they could finally see it.
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1. Before the battle, Allied forces bombarded the Germans. 
2. The Battle of the Somme lasted 141 days. 
3. There were 16 divisions fighting along the Somme River. 
4. Allied military leaders were too optimistic.
5. 19, 240 British were killed on the first day. 
6. Soldiers' heavy packs of equipment hindered their pace.
7. Tanks first appeared during the Battle of the Somme.
8. Nearly 500,000 British were killed.
9. General Fritz von Below ordered his men not to lose any land to 

the Allies. This led to a rise in German causalities.
10. A documentary was made in 1916 by Geoffrey Malins and John 

McDowel

Description of Propaganda

10 facts on the Somme

• British casualties have ranged from 200,000 to 448,614, while 
German losses are believed to be between 260,400 and 400,000.

• Around 36,000 Australians, 3,500 New Zealanders and 16,000 
Canadians were killed.

• Passchendaele's Tyne Cot cemetery is the largest for 
Commonwealth forces in the world, for any war

• Barely five miles of territory was gained - after three months of 
intense fighting.

• Troops, horses and tanks literally disappeared into a sea of 
mud, caused by shelling and flooding.

• Millions of unexploded munitions remain buried in the soil 
at Passchendaele to this day.

• 3,000 guns bombarded German lines in 10 days leading up to 
the attack, with over 4.25 million shells fired.

• 90,000 bodies were never identified - and 42,000 never 
recovered.

Passchendaele



Task 1.1:

Practise the stages of the war with the key events and dates add 
images to each stage

Good / Exceptional – explain the most significant stage of the 
war

Task 1.2:

Draw out the map of Europe; label the countries and  different 
sides 
Good / Exceptional – As you draw the map explain who has the 
advantage and why

Task 1.3:

Draw and label the poppy and describe the word Armistice

Good / Exceptional – explain how important the poppy is now

Task 1.4:

Read the poem by Rupert Brooke and write a paragraph 
describing its message 

Good / Exceptional – compare and analyse the two poems

Task 2.1:

Practise the definitions for long and short term causes. Then 
come up with two examples for each (they do not have to be 
historical)

Good / Exceptional – draw an image to go with your definitions 
and explain how it shows long / short term causes

Task 2.3:

Use the timeline to create a poem or rhyme that describes how 
Franz Ferdinand’s Assassination led to war

Task 2.4:

Use the countries declaring war flow chart and recreate this is 
your own style. Then write a paragraph comparing long and short 
term causes (use images to help you)

Task 2.2:
For each key long term cause draw and label and image to show 
what it means. Then identify which you think is most important 
cause 

Good / Exceptional – write a paragraph using analytical language 
(led to, resulted in, meant that, created) to explain why long term 
causes led to war

Task nine:

Your teacher will set you an individualised task based on your 
learning in class.
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Task 3.1:

Create a diagram to show why men went to war and include how 
many responded to Kitchener’s request

Good / Exceptional – assess the different reasons for why men 
join and explain why old / young men may have different reasons

Task 3.2:

Learn the definition for propaganda and identify the purpose of each of 
the propaganda posters. Then identify which you think is most effective

Good / Exceptional – compare the three propaganda posters and assess 
which you think is most effective 

Task 3.3:

Create your own propaganda poster

Good / Exceptional – explain how it is effective and why

Task 3.4:

Use the description of propaganda and how it changed to identify 
the power of propaganda. 
Explain why views of the war changed. 

Task 4.1:

Recreate the plan of the Somme and the reality; highlight the 
key differences

Good / Exceptional – explain why the Somme failed in reality

Task 4.3:

Look at the three images of Passchendaele; what impression does 
each one give us of this battle? Now look specifically at the image 
on the right; this is a sculpture of a soldier trapped at 
Passchendaele – what do you think is its purpose?

Task 4.4:

Rank the facts on Passchendaele in order of importance. Explain 
why you have put each one where it is. One = most important.

Good / Exceptional – write a paragraph comparing the two battles 
and decide which was the bigger failure for Britain and why?

Task 4.2:

Write a newspaper report analysing the events of the Somme. 
Use the 10 key facts to help you and the following language: led 
to resulted in, meant that, created, enabled, caused and due to.

Task nine:

Your teacher will set you an individualised task based on your 
learning in class.
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1 2Why WW1 resulted in 
so many deaths

Trenches Medical Care Weapons Tactics

Definition British 
trenches 
were 
muddy, 
disease 
spread 
quickly. 
Soldiers got 
gangrene 
(trench 
foot) from 
the mud. 

When soldiers were injured they were taken to 
temporary field hospitals. Transportation was 
difficult due to enemy fire, mud and lack of 
roads. The injuries that soldiers got in WW1 
were very different to usual and doctors had to 
learn how to treat them. In battles, there were 
often staff shortages - in the Battle of Ypres 
1917, 379 doctors treated 200,000 casualties. 
They developed a triage system to manage the 
injuries, dividing them into the walking wounded, 
those in need of surgery and those who were so 
wounded they would die

Weaponry 
changed a lot 
e.g. gas, 
machine guns 
and barbed 
wire. Machine 
guns fired 
1,000 bullets 
a minute. 

WW1 was the first 
time trenches had 
been moved so much. 
Lots of tactical 
mistakes were made 
in the early years of 
the War because 
generals were still 
learning how to 
manage this form of 
warfare. E.g. The 
Battle of the Somme. 
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Key Word Definition

Rationing When the government has to restrict the amount of certain foods each person gets. 

Munitions The weapons including guns, tanks, bullets made to fight a war. 

Censorship Getting rid of any parts of books, films, news, etc. that are considered obscene, or a threat to security. 

Home front The civilian population and activities of a nation whose armed forces are engaged in war abroad. 

Conscientious 
Objectors

Anybody who disagrees with fighting in a war, normally based on religious reasons

Conscription When the government makes it law that men of a certain age have to fight for their country unless the have 
a medical condition. 

Trench A ditch that soldiers spent the majority of their time in. 

Trenches were long, narrow ditches dug into the ground 
where soldiers lived.
They were very muddy, uncomfortable and the toilets 
overflowed. 
These conditions caused some soldiers to develop medical 
problems such as trench foot.
There were many lines of German trenches on one side 
and many lines of Allied trenches on the other.
In the middle was no man's land, which soldiers crossed 
to attack the other side.
Designed to protect World War I troops from machine-gun 
fire and artillery attack from the air.
Trenches may have afforded some protection by allowing 
soldiers more time to take other defensive steps, such as 
putting on gas masks.

5am 'Stand-to' (short for 'Stand-to-Arms', meaning to be on high-alert for 
enemy attack) half an hour before daylight
5.30am Rum ration
6am Stand-down half an hour after daylight
7am Breakfast (usually bacon and tea)
After 8am Clean selves and weapons, tidy trench
Noon Dinner
After dinner Sleep and downtime
5pm Tea
6pm Stand-to half an hour before dusk
6.30pm Stand-down half an hour after dusk
6.30pm onwards Work all night with some time for rest (patrols, digging 
trenches, putting up barbed wire, getting stores)
Soldiers only got to sleep in the afternoon during daylight and at night for 
an hour at a time. During rest time they wrote letters and played card 
games.

Trenches 

A day in the trenches  Source LETTTER

25th    October 1916

My dear friend, 
I promised to tell you something of my life in the trenches. Our 
last orders were as follows: stand down, clean rifles 6:00. 
Breakfast 7:30. Work 8:30. Dinner 12:30. tea 4:30. Stand To 
5:00 to 5:30. Stand Down. Then ration fatigue, listening post. 
Sentry (one is allowed to sleep off duty but not in the dugouts 
and the average, now the cold weather has come and rain, is 
about three hours sleep). 
Yours Ivor

Nature – What does the source tell us? Is it positive / negative?

Origin – Where did the source come from? Who produced it? i.e. country or an individual. 

Purpose – Why was the source created? To inform? To record? To entertain?

Inference – What does the source tell us? What does it imply?

How historians use sources and interpretations

Who – Who made the source - did they have an opinion or bias? Were they 
involved?
What – What information does the source give? Is it the full story? Is it 
accurate?
Why – Why was the source made? Was it made to persuade people of a 
particular opinion? Was it made to take the mickey out of 
something/someone?
When – Was it made at the time? Or years later? Was the person there?
Where – Where was the source made? Were they involved in the event? Did 
they have an opinion?

Questions to consider

Identify the source. Is it primary or secondary? Who wrote it? When was it written? What kind of document is it? Where was it published? How 
widely was it circulated? What is it about?
Put it in its context. What events had happened or were happening when this was written? Specifically, what was happening where this was 
written? Who was the intended audience and what bias might they have had?
Consider the author and their purpose. Who was the author? Consider their race, gender, religion, nationality, heritage, party affiliation, socio-
economic class, and their job. Is there bias? Is the author trying to persuade, incite, enlighten, explain or deceive their audience? Why was it 
written and for whom? Was the author paid to write this? Or bribed or threatened? Where did it first appear: a newspaper, a diary, a letter or a 
propaganda flyer?
Evaluate the information. Read the information, summarize it, and identify keywords, examples of bias and intention. Are there footnotes or 
citations? Does it reference other documents or events? What is the document about and how does that help you understand the period? What is 
the overall theme? How similar is it to other documents from the same period? How does the author claim to have their information? What 
assumptions does the author make? Is the author expecting any resulting action, sentiment or opinion from the audience?

Source 2
‘Gassed’ by John 
Sergent Singer, 1919
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Task 1.1:

Use the table to summarise why so many died during WW1

Good / Exceptional – assess the impact of medical care and 
compare it to trenches and weapons

Task 1.2:

Draw and label in detail an image of a trench. Include weapons 
and where soldiers would be. Use the information in the table and 
the paragraph to help you

Task 2.1:

Practise the key words and learn them ready for a spelling test

Put each word into a sentence

Task 2.2:

Use the outline of the day in trenches (taken from the BBC 
Website) and the Source LETTER and write down similarities and 
differences of the two accounts

Good / Exceptional – explain any differences between the two 
accounts by using the purpose of each account

Task 3.1:

Create a poster that highlights how historians analyse sources 
and interpretations (use NOPI)

Good / Exceptional – also include reliability and how you may 
test if a source / interpretation is reliable

Task 4.3:

Create a fact file on weapons used during WW1 and ensure you 
use images and defintions

Task 2.4:4
Compare three of the weapons and decide which is most useful

Good / Exceptional – justify which weapons you would use at the 
Battle of Somme (you can pick only 2)

Task 3.2:

Look at the image and use NOPI to analyse it (consider the other 
ways historians use sources to help you)

Good / Exceptional – write a paragraph to explain the purpose 
and reliability of the source

Task nine:

Your teacher will set you an individualised task based on your 
learning in class.
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