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June 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
As we begin our final half-term of the academic year and Year 6 students are returning to school, I 
am writing to outline our plans for the Year 6-7 transition process 2020. As with many events 
scheduled during this time however, I should add that these may be subject to change in response 
to government guidelines on school openings and health precautions.  
 
Year 6 teachers have been busy providing information for us to begin our groupings for 
September. As outlined in my previous letter to you, it is from this information that tutor and 
teaching groups will be created. I appreciate that you may be anxious about these groups: please 
rest assured that Tutor Groups take into consideration existing friendships. Teaching groups, 
particularly the set groups in Maths, can be adjusted when students have settled back into their 
school and learning routines. Mr Farrow will write to you during this final half-term with details of 
group allocations. 
 
The remainder of this letter highlights this year’s transition activities and process. You may also 
find it useful to check our school website where all information, contact details and updates will be 
provided via the Transition 2020 link. Please check the webpage regularly as it will be updated as 
we progress through the half-term. 
 
Primary School Visits 
In place of the face-to-face visits to our new Year 7 students at their Primary School, Mr Farrow 
will ‘visit’ the students via a virtual, live link to the classroom. He will speak to the students about 
life at The Sir John Colfox Academy and students will have the opportunity to pose questions. If 
your child is not attending school, it may still be possible for him/her to join the visit or access a 
recorded one. Please speak to your child’s Year 6 teacher to organise this. 
 
Year 6 Transition Day 
This is usually one of the most enjoyable and valuable aspects of the transition process, allowing 
students to meet each other as Year 7 for the first time and for them to spend a day at The Sir 
John Colfox Academy. Regrettably, this will not take place during the Summer Term this year. 
Instead, it is our intention that the first student day of the Autumn Term on Monday 7th September, 
will be for Year 7 students only. This will allow them to spend the day with their Tutors and get 
used to the routines of the school in the absence of the older year groups. We will of course 
confirm the start of term arrangements, following government guidance relating to the full or partial 
opening of schools, in September. 
 

mailto:office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk


   
 

 

 

        
 

The Sir John Colfox Academy Trust part of the Minerva Learning Trust (Dorset) which is a charitable company 

 Limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with Company Number 8561222. 

The Registered office is at: The Sir John Colfox Academy, The Ridgeway, Bridport, Dorset DT6 3DT 

Tel: 01308 422291 Fax: 01308 420036 Email: office@colfox.dorset.sch.uk 

Furthermore, as students will be unable to meet their Tutors and Heads of House, they will instead 
receive a letter of introduction from them before September. 
 
Year 6 Parents’ Evening 
The purpose of this evening is to allow parents to meet staff, ask questions and gather information 
relevant to the September start. We anticipate that current measures to restrict large gatherings 
will remain and so this evening will no longer take place as planned on 23rd June. Instead, a 
presentation will be uploaded for you to view on the Transition webpage with relevant links for 
further information, should you need it. 
 
Tours of the school prior to September 
A virtual tour of the school will be available to view via the Transition webpage. Hopefully, students 
will find this useful before the start of the new school year. Due to the current social distancing 
measures and the need to minimise the number of people in school, we regret that we are unable 
to offer any other tours of the school during the summer term. 
 
Arrangements for SEND and vulnerable students 
The SEND and Inclusion teams have been collecting additional information to support those 
students with additional needs or those who are likely to struggle with the transition from Primary 
School. Parents of all students with an EHCP and those who may benefit from support from our 
Inclusion team, will be contacted directly to discuss student needs. You can find more information 
about the SEND and Inclusion teams on the Transition webpage. Students will find helpful videos 
and introductions to these areas and the key members of staff. 
 
FAQs 
On their return to Primary School during the next half-term, students will have the opportunity to 
write and submit questions to staff at The Sir John Colfox Academy. They will be supported in 
writing these by their own teachers. Answers to the questions will be given via a video 
presentation and uploaded to the website. 
 
Parents will find information and FAQs on the Transition webpage. In addition, please be aware 
that our school is not yet operating with a full staff. In order to ensure that any queries are 
answered quickly, please send them to the specified addresses on the website. 
 
We are all very much looking forward to welcoming our new students in September and want to 
reassure you of our continued commitment to supporting you all at this time. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Mrs C.Duffy 
Deputy Headteacher 
The Sir John Colfox Academy 
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