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Key words

Research / Interpret 
/ Collaborate 
/ communicate 
/ non-verbal 
/ media / diagrams 
/ model boxes / 
effective / Gobo / 
gel / Fresnel / 
spotlight / par can 
/ Flood / In the 
Round / Proscenium 
arch / thrust / 
traverse / 
reverberation / pitch 
/ volume / 
interference / tone / 
pan / speaker / 
quality / audience / 
position / blocking / 
levels / fabric / 
colours / palette / 
texture / impression 
/ promenade / 
Scenery / paint / flat 
/ brace / cyclorama / 
scale / style / genre 
/ actors / use / site 
specific / arena

Notes from the Mark Scheme
You are being marked on your ability to - Select and develop skills and techniques / Apply skills and techniques in a workshops
To reach the highest grades you need to - effectively and consistently apply appropriate skills and techniques for the style or genre of work / initiate imaginative 
and appropriate activity / contribute valid ideas to discussions and practical exploration activities.

Thinking Questions
• Do I know what the 

teaher wants me to 
do?

• Do I know how to get 
the best marks 
possible?

• How do I find more 
information?

• Have I communicated 
everything I wanted 
to?

• Does everyone know 
what I mean?

• Have I included as 
many key terms in 
my writing as 
possible?

• Can I do more 
research on my own?

• How can I extend my 
work?

Key information about the topic
This half term you will focus on Design. This means that we will be looking in depth at 

staging types, lighting, sound, set design, costume and hair and makeup. You will take part 
in lessons and workshops to develop core knowledge in each of these areas and then will 
undertake a 'mock exam' style assessment in which you will need to present design ideas 

about a set performance and write about your choices.

Evidence required
You will need to create 
a lesson, make notes, 
take pictures, complete 
homework, write a 
mock exam response.

Staging types
You will look at the 8 different staging types and how 
their use will affect the design and use of a space.

Set
You will look at how to dress a set space, 
complete a 'get in' and 'strike' as well as safe 
practice with building and designing set.

Lighting
You will look at a range of different lantern types, 
how they are rigged, focused, programmed and 
plotted, and the effect they have on a performance.

Costumes
You will look at how different costumes effect a 
character and their representation. We will look 
at creating our own costumes and their effect.

Sound
You will look at how to set up, and effectively use 
sound equipment within a performance as well as 
how to develop atmosphere using sound.

Hair and Make Up
You will look at how different hair and make-up 
effect a character and their representation. We 
will look at creating our own designs.
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HOMEWORK

TASK 1
Design a booklet which is designed to 
teach staging layouts to Year 9 drama 
GCSE students. It should discuss a range 
of different staging types—End on / 
Proscenium arch / Traverse / Thrust / In 
the round / Promenade. You should 
include images, descriptions, strengths 
and weaknesses, things to remember 
when using each staging type and the 
purpose of each staging type.

EXTRA WORK
If you want extra work to push yourself further -

Look at all the feedback sheets and 
comments made by your teacher or 
peers over this project. Create a 
’Self improvement plan’ to 
improve your skills in the 3 areas 
you think need the most work—e.g. 
facial expressions / written 
analysis/ projection / facial 
expressions. Set yourself tasks to 
complete at home. These tasks 
should be comprehensive and 
should help you in developing your 
skills.

TASK 4
On YouTube watch - Robin Hood 2- Off 
Balance, International Devising Theatre 
Company. Pick two characters and 
design costumes for them. (Note –
characters not actors) Annotate these 
carefully.

TASK 2
Make a booklet on Lighting. It should 
look at all of the key stages in creating 
and running lighting for a performance 
as well as discussing each of the lantern 
types, their purpose and how they can 
be used.
Remember to include as many key terms 
as possible and proof read your work.

TASK 3
On YouTube watch - Robin Hood 1- Off 
Balance, International Devising Theatre 
Company (under 6 minutes long). You 
need to re-design the set to make it 
more Naturalistic. Think about how 
many locations they need to show in a 
short space of time. How will you do 
this? Annotate your design with specific 
detail. The audience will be in the 
THRUST position so you will need to 
think about sight lines and actor 
movement in this layout.
Then write 200 words explaining your 
design choices. Why do it this way?

TASK 5
The teacher will set another task 
here that is individual to you and 
your needs based on your work this 
half term.


