
Knowledge Organiser for Peace and Conflict unit for GCSE RS Themes Paper 

 

Key Terms:  

Conflict – disagreement, which can lead to fighting or war 

Justice – in relation to war has two parts – to put right injustice eg abuse of power by a dictator and 

to carry out fighting in a just or right way eg Just War Theory 

Peace – to live in harmony with all people without fear and violence 

Forgiveness – letting go of anger towards someone or a group of people for what they have done 

wrong. In relation to war, forgiveness might be linked to individuals or on a much larger scale eg 

forgiveness following mass genocide 

Reconciliation – to rebuild a relationship. Reconciliation is very important following conflict 

Terrorism – an act of violence designed to create panic and fear 

Terrorist – a person who carries out acts of terror 

Holy War – a war fought in the name of God; believing God has sanctioned the war 

Just War – a war fought under the just war criteria eg started and controlled by the government 

Pacifism – belief that all war and killing is wrong 

Conscientious Objector – a person who refuses to fight in a war when conscripted as it goes against 

their conscience. Many conscientious objectors were religious eg Muhammad Ali/Quaker Christians 

WMD – Weapon of mass destruction. Could be nuclear, biological or chemical. They are designed to 

kill large numbers of people 

Protest – voicing disagreement over something 

 

 

 

 

Protest:  

• The UK law allows individuals or groups to protest in public to demonstrate their point of view. 

• If it involves a march or procession, it must inform the police 6 days in advance 

• The police can ask for an alteration to the route or apply to a court for an order to ban the march 

Peaceful Protests:  

• Peaceful protests were an important part of the civil rights movement.  

• Martin Luther King organised peaceful rallies to protest about racial and social inequalities. 

Riots:  

• You have the right to protest peacefully but there is no right to protest with violence. 

• Riot = an unplanned protest that descends into violence. 



Terrorism:  

“A planned action intended to cause death or serious harm to civilians with the purpose of 
achieving political change" (Unite Nations) 

 

Reasons for war:  

What are the causes of conflict? 

The causes of any war are complex. Wars are rarely about just one thing. They can be declared when 

a state or states act to: 

• attack or invade another state, to gain territory or resources 

• resist such an attack or invasion by an aggressor 

• protect another state from attack by an aggressor 

• impose domination or political change on another state, or to resist such domination 

• challenge a threat to 'essential national interests' by another state 

• counter perceived threats from a different ideology, religion or ethnic group 

• defend the national honour when under threat 

War can also occur internally within a state between organised groups. This is known as civil war. 

Our example in class was the civil war in Darfur between Muslim and Christian people.  

 

Weapons of Mass Destruction:  

Weapons of Mass Destruction 

The first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima in 1945. 80000 people died instantly and the 

death toll rose to over 140000 due to radiation poisoning and burns. Three days later a second bomb 

was dropped on the city of Nagasaki. Japan surrendered and this marked the end of the Second 

World War. 

  

Types of WMD 

• Nuclear 

• Chemical 

• Biological 

  

Arguments for countries having WMDs: 

• Having WMDs acts as a deterrent. Countries are much less likely to attack if WMDs are 

present 

• Having WMDs actually keeps the peace 

• The use of a WMD on Hiroshima and Nagasaki brought the war to an end. More people 

would have died if the war had continued 

• The use of a WMD at the end of the Second World War gave an important message. No 

nuclear weapons have been used since. This is a good thing. 



• WMD manufacture provides jobs and wealth to a country eg many people in Scotland are 

employed by the UK’s nuclear deterrent system called Trident 

  

  

Arguments against countries having WMDs: 

• There can never be an acceptable reason to have or potentially use WMDs. They kill huge 

numbers of innocent people 

• They are controlled from a distance or dropped from planes or drones. The people who use 

them never fully understand the damage they cause. Too easy to walk away fro this kind of 

destruction 

• WMD production and maintenance is expensive. Money would be better spent on education 

or healthcare 

• WMDs create inequality. Only the rich and powerful can afford them 

• WMDs can easily fall into the wrong hands or be used by poor leaders eg the threat posed 

by the unpredictable leadership in North Korea 

• Biological and chemical weapons are frequently used by dictators to keep people living in 

fear and preserve power eg chemical attacks by the government on Syrian people who want 

to change the government 

• Christian Views on WMDs 

• ‘Thou shall not kill’ (10 Commandments) 

• Sanctity of Life – God gives life only God has the right to take it away 

• ‘Love thy neighbour’ (Jesus) 

• Use of WMDs does not fit with the Just War Theory eg force used in not proportional and 

innocent civilians are attacked 

• Most Christians would push for the destruction of all WMDs 

•   

• Muslim Views on WMDs 

• ‘Take not life that God has made sacred’ (Qur’an) 

• ‘Do not contribute to your own destruction with your own hands, but do good, for God loves 

those who do good’ (Qur’an) 

• ‘Fight in God’s cause against those who fight you, but do not overstep the limits’ (Qur’an) 

• Use of WMDs goes against the idea of proportionality and not attacking civilians found in the 

concept of Lesser Jihad 

 

What is a just war? 

A just war is a war which is declared for right and noble reasons and fought in a certain way. A just 

war is not a war that is ‘good’ as such – it is a war that Christians feel to be necessary or 'just' in the 

circumstances, when all other solutions have been tried and have failed. It is a necessary evil and a 

last resort. 



Christianity is not a pacifist religion although there are pacifists in most Christian denominations. 

Some Christian groups, eg the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), oppose war in all 

circumstances. 

Most Christians would support a war if it were justified by just war standards. 

What is the Just War theory? 

The Just War theory was first developed by St Thomas Aquinas. Aquinas was one of the most 

influential theologians of the last 1,000 years. The theory set out conditions against which to judge 

whether or not a war should be waged (jus ad bellum) and if it could be justified, and how it should 

be waged (jus in bello). 

Aquinas's conditions for a Just War – jus ad bellum 

• The war must have a just cause - eg against invasion, or for self-defence - and not to acquire 

wealth or power. 

• The war must be declared and controlled by a proper authority, eg the state or ruler. 

• The war must be fought to promote good or avoid evil, with the aim of restoring peace and 

justice after the war is over. 

Later conditions developed by other Christians - jus in bello 

• The war must be a last resort when all peaceful solutions have been tried and failed, eg 

negotiation. 

• The war should be fought with 'proportionality', with just enough force to achieve victory 

and only against legitimate targets, ie civilians should be protected. 

• The good which is achieved by the war must be greater than the evil which led to the war. 

The Just War theory, with some amendments, is still used by Christians and others today as a guide 

to whether or not a war can be justified. 

Why do some Christians support the principle of the Just War theory? 

Sometimes war may be necessary and right, even though it may not be good. In the case of a 

country that has been invaded by an occupying force, war may be the only way to restore justice. 

Pope Benedict XVI said defending oneself and others is a duty. 

When wars are fought to protect people it could be seen as an example of Jesus' teaching: 

Love your neighbour as you love yourselfMatthew 22:39 

Righteous anger is sometimes justified, eg when Jesus was angry about the presence of money 

lenders in the Temple, he is said to have: 

made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered 

the coins of the money changers and overturned their tablesJohn 2:15 

Righteous anger is about using one's anger in a way that is thoughtful and controlled to bring about 

about justice or to protect the weak. 

 

 



Holy wars 

Modern people often regard the idea of a holy war as a contradiction. Killing thousands of people 

and causing wholesale destruction seems to be as far from holiness as one can get. 

But religion and war have gone hand in hand for a long time. Armies go into battle believing that 

God is with them, often after prayers and sacrifices to keep God on their side. In tribal cultures 

(including Biblical ones) when a people lose a war they often have to change to the worship of the 

winner's gods. 

However involving God as part of the campaign does not make a war a holy war - for a war to be a 

holy war, religion has to be the driving force. 

Holy wars usually have three elements: 

• the achievement of a religious goal 

• authorised by a religious leader 

• a spiritual reward for those who take part 

Many of the wars fought in the name of religion do conform to the just war conditions, but not all of 

them. 

Religious causes 

Francis Bacon said there were five causes for holy war: (he wrote in a Christian context, but the 

categories would be usable by any faith) 

• to spread the faith 

• to retrieve countries that were once Christian, even though there are no Christians left there 

• to rescue Christians in countries that were once Christian from 'the servitude of the infidels' 

• recover and purify consecrated places that are presently being 'polluted and profaned' 

• avenge blasphemous acts, or cruelties and killings of Christians (even if these took place long 

ago) 

 

The Crusades 

The great series of western holy wars were the Crusades, which lasted from 1095 until 1291 CE. The 

aim was to capture the sacred places in the Holy Land from the Muslims who lived there, so it was 

intended as a war to right wrongs done against Christianity. 

 

Pacifism 

There are several different sorts of pacifism, but they all include the idea that war and violence are 

unjustifiable, and that conflicts should be settled in a peaceful way. 

The word (but not the idea) is only a century old, being first used in 1902 at the 10th International 

Peace Conference. 

People are pacifists for one or some of these reasons: 

• religious faith 

• non-religious belief in the sanctity of life 

• practical belief that war is wasteful and ineffective 



 

United Nations 

The United Nations is an intergovernmental organization that aims to maintain international peace 

and security, develop friendly relations among nations, achieve international cooperation, and be a 

centre for harmonizing the actions of nations 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Christian and Muslim Teachings on Conflict and War:  

Blue – Christianity  

Green – Islam  

“He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.  Nation will not take 

up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.”  Isaiah (Bible) 

“The servants of the Lord of Mercy are those who walk humbly on the earth, and who, when 

aggressive people address them, reply, with words of peace.”  Qur’an 

Violence, violent protest and terrorism 

“The purpose of terrorism lies not just in the violent act itself.  It is in producing terror.  It sets out to 

inflame, to divide, to produce consequences which [terrorists] then use to justify terror.”  Tony Blair 

– former Prime Minister 

Violence, violent protest and terrorism 

 “Do not kill each other, for God is merciful to you.  If any of you does these things, out of hostility 

and injustice, We shall make him suffer Fire.”  Qur’an 

“So not take life, which God has made sacred.”  Qur’an 

Reasons for war 

“For the love of money is a root to all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  Paul (Bible) 

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil. …If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone.”  Paul (Bible) 

“But I tell you, do  not resist an evil person.  If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the 

other cheek also.”  Matthew (Bible) 

Reasons for war 



 “God does not like arrogant, boastful people, who are miserly and order other people to be the 

same, hiding the bounty God has given them.”  Qur’an 

“Those who have been attacked are allowed to take up arms because they have been wronged – 

God has the power to help them.”  Qur’an 

“If you [believers] have to respond to an attack, make your response proportionate, but it is best to 

stand fast.”  Qur’an 

“…there is cause to act against those who oppress people and transgress in the land against all 

justice… though if a person is patient and forgives, this is one of the greatest things.”  Qur’an 

Nuclear war and weapons of mass destruction 

“Faith groups in the UK are united in their conviction that any use of nuclear weapons would violate 

the sanctity of life and the principle of dignity core to our faith traditions.”  Methodist 

“If there is a serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth…”  Exodus (Bible) 

Nuclear war and weapons of mass destruction 

“Do not contribute to your destruction with your own hands, but do good, for God loves those who 

do good.”  Qur’an 

“Fight in God’s cause against those who fight you, but do not overstep the limits:  God does not love 

those who overstep the limits.”  Qur’an 

The just war 

“Let those of you who are willing to trade the life of this world for the life to come, fight in God’s 

way.  To anyone who fights in God’s way, whether killed or victorious, We shall give a great reward.”  

Qur’an 

“Know, that the evil of war is swift, and its taste is bitter.”  Hadith 

Holy war 

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago. ‘You shall not murder, and anyone who 

murders will be subject to judgment.’  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister 

will be subject to judgement.”  Matthew (Bible) 

“’Put your sword back in its place.’ Jesus said, ‘for all who draw the sword die by the sword.’” 

Matthew (Bible) 

Pacifism 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God.”  Matthew (Bible) 

Pacifism 

 “Fighting has been ordained for you, though it is hard for you.  You may dislike something although 

it is good for you, or like something because it is bad for you.  God knows and you do not.”  Qur’an 

“But if they [non-believers] incline towards peace, you [Prophet] must also incline towards it, and 

put your trust in God:  He is the All Hearing, the All Knowing.”  Qur’an 

Religious responses to victims of war 



“The need to address the root causes of refugee flows and the migration of the desperate – conflict, 

inequality, and the impacts of climate change, to name but three – has never been greater.”  

Christian Aid 

Religious responses to victims of war 

 “Whoever saved a life, it would be as if they saved the life of all mankind.”  Qur’an 
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