
Year 7 Anglo Saxon England and 1066 AUTUMN TERM 1

Medieval The period between 1066-1500

Chronology Putting events in the order that they 
happened

Century 100 years

AD Anno Domini

BC Before Christ

Decade 10 years

Millennium 1000 years

Anglo-Saxons People that lived in England before the 
Norman Conquest

Normans People from the Normandy region of France, 
led by King William

Bayeux 
Tapestry

An embroidery telling the story of the 
Norman Conquest

Conquest Taking an area by using force

Heir Next inline to the throne

Fyrd Local farmers that fight for Harold
Godwinson’s army

Housecarls Paid, experienced soldiers that fought for 
Harold’s army

Cavalry William’s soldiers that fought on horses

Harrying To completely destroy

Pope Head of the Catholic Church

Claimant Someone who believed they should be king.

Shield Wall Overlapping shields in battle for protection

Keywords – You will learn about these word this Half Term
Britain before 1066
Anglo-Saxons: People who lived in Britain from the 5th century. They included 
people from Germanic tribes who migrated to the island from Europe. 
Witan: Kings Council, made up of powerful Bishops and Earls, helped the king run 
the country 
Edward the Confessor: 1042-1066 
• Edward became king of England in 1042 after his half-brother died. Before this 
he had been living in Normandy. 
• Edward married but had no children. It was not clear who Edward wanted to be 
king after him. For a king to die without an heir was a disaster! 

Claimants to the throne 1066 Key events



Year 7 1066 and the Norman Conquest AUTUMN TERM 1

Welcome to History at The Sir John Colfox
Academy. Homework will be once a week, once you 

have settled into life at Colfox. 

When homework is set listen carefully to your 
teacher to know which task needs to be completed 

by when. 

If you are unsure of any homework always asks 
you teacher for further guidance. We look 

forward to getting to know you and listening to 
your views. 

Task 1: Research

 Research the Anglo Saxons. Try to find out about:
- Where they came from?

- How they lived?
- What the wore?

- What jobs did they do?
 Create a visual representation about ‘Who were the Anglo Saxons?’

 2 weeks

Websites that might help:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/zq2m6sg

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/anglo-saxons

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/anglo-saxons/

You will also be able to find helpful information in the school library.

Task 2: Analyse

 Create a top trump card for the claimant 
you want to be king.

 Make sure you have a title and picture.
 Include some background information.
 Include four key attributes that a 
Medieval King would need such as fight 

power and give a score out of 100.
 1 week.

Task 3: Imagine
As soon a you start to think of the past happening (as 
opposed to it having happened), a new way of conceiving 

history becomes possible.
Ian Mortimer

 You are a Norman Lord who has fought in the Battle of 
Hastings and William’s long campaign in 1066 to become 

king.
 Write a detailed account to your family back in Normandy 

describing the events of the battle and explain why you 
think William won.

 1 week.

Task 4: Keywords

 Learn the keywords on your 
knowledge organiser. This 

includes the spellings. These 
will be tested at the beginning 
of next lesson with a keywords 

game.
 1 week.

Challenge:
Choose a top 

trump attribute 
for your claimant 
and explain your 

decision.

Challenge 1:
Explain how you feel after 
supporting William’s long 
campaign to become king.

Challenge 2:
Tell your family how much longer 

you will be in England and the 
challenges you think you will 

face.
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