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October 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Students 
 
I have been really impressed with the way that Year 11 have come back into school after 
lockdown.  They are working really hard and are catching up on work missed.  
 
As a school we are keeping them informed as much as possible about all the latest advice from 
the Government about exams. Each department is currently working out which parts of the exams 
or assessment will now not be tested in the summer and adapting their curriculums accordingly. 
We have been frustrated by the lack of clarity from the exam boards about this but we think we 
have all the information now. 
 
Although we are still in the middle of the pandemic, and the winter months are already causing 
changes to government policy on lockdowns and other measures to try to halt the spread of this 
terrible virus, the advice to schools has not changed.  We are still working towards students being 
awarded their grades based on the exams they will sit in the summer.  Therefore, we must still 
ensure that the students are prepared for their summer exams.  In order to do this we have spent 
the first few weeks checking where they are in the curriculum and trying to plug gaps in 
knowledge. We have now begun teaching the rest of the syllabus.   
 
We have two sets of Mock exams, one in November and one in February. This is an important part 
of the preparation for the summer exams. It gets them used to sitting in an exam hall and 
answering, in real time, a paper similar to those sat in the summer. It is important that students 
revise for these exams and they are taken seriously. This is because although we are working 
towards summer exams, if we did go into another lockdown these exam results would be used to 
help us to award a teacher assessed grade and as you will have seen this summer, these were 
used as the actual grade that students received.  
 
We unfortunately cannot have our usual ‘Year 11 Success Evening’ which gives advice and 
guidance to parents and students about how to prepare for exams, general study skills and 
managing stress.  However, we have ordered a book for each student to bring home, hopefully 
next week, which you can read together to give you advice.  The book is called “GCSE what can a 
parent do 101 tips to ensure success” and we hope that this will help. 
  
One of the major stumbling blocks to success is attendance. Year 11 have had fantastic 
attendance so far but research has shown that if attendance falls this has an effect on the students 
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overall performance. For students to be as successful as possible they need to not fall below 95% 
and we will be focusing on attendance and putting measures in place for those at risk.  
I am aware that as we go into winter there are more bugs going around and we are all being more 
cautious at the moment. If your child is ill then please ensure that they see the teacher when they 
get back to catch up on the work.  
 
Some students might be self-isolating, either having been sent home with symptoms of Covid and 
awaiting for a test or the results, or a family member has symptoms or a positive test, (luckily so 
far all the students who have been tested have been negative). In these circumstances we will set 
work via Teams (or for those without internet through packs of work) to ensure they do not miss 
out on the work.  We are aware that this is still not like being in the classroom so it is important 
that when back in school they talk to their teachers about things they might not have grasped.  
We want to support as much as possible and have been looking at how we can now offer 
additional after school support. We are currently putting together a timetable of extra catch up 
lessons for Year 11. These will run from 3.30-4.30pm every day. Some will be drop ins and others 
will be by invitation, where students have been identified for catch-up support. If you receive a 
letter requesting your daughter or son to attend then please ensure they do so they can have the 
support they need. These sessions will start from week beginning Monday 12 October and a 
timetable will be published next week. 
 
I recently interviewed some Year 11 students to see how the first few weeks have gone. They 
have felt safe in school and are glad to be back. They were enjoying the learning and being with 
their friends again. One concern was about the worries and stresses they felt about being out of 
school for six months and the uncertainty of this year.  It is normal for Year 11 students to be 
stressed about mock exams and the real ones in the summer as this is the first time they will get 
results that affect their next steps in education, however, this year they also have the added issues 
that Covid had brought. In school we have lots of support for the students but we need to make 
these more accessible as our normal drop in services with inclusion are limited to ensure the 
bubbles can be maintained and students are safe. If you, your daughter or son are worried then in 
the first instance please talk to their Tutor or Head of School, once we are alerted we can get 
support in place. Please also remember that Kooth is available online anytime at 
https://www.kooth.com/ . 
 
This year will be different but we will do all we can by working together to ensure that all students 
achieve the results they deserve as well as support them to the next stage of their education, 
which we hope will be the Colfox Sixth Form!  
 
We will send out the afterschool GCSE session next week along with the book about study skills. 
We are really enjoying teaching them and having them in school again, there is a real buzz of 
learning around. 
 
Finally, well done to all of our students for working so hard in these difficult times, this will pay off! 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Adam Shelley 
Headteacher 
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